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Advanced Higher Art Exhibition 
Last year’s Advanced Higher art pupils were exceptional. Anyone who attended the exhibition of 
their work in the School Hall at the end of September can vouch for that. Parents and friends were 
invited along on the Thursday evening to enjoy wine and canapés as they admired the amazing work 
produced by our pupils: painting, sketching, architectural models, graphic design, textiles, costumes, 
photography, found objects, wire sculpture... The variety and quality was amazing. The classical 
music accompaniment on the piano by some of our senior pupils made the evening even more 
special. The exhibition was also enjoyed by parents and pupils from S1 and Primary 7 at our open 
afternoon the following day. Well done to all the pupils whose work was on display and grateful 
thanks to their teacher, Mrs Calder, and her colleagues in the design and technology faculty who 
supported the pupils and organised the exhibition.  
 
Higher Drama Performance Evening 
This is the first year that NBHS pupils are being presented for the Higher drama qualification. As part 
of the course, pupils have to put on a performance to an audience which they write, direct, produce 
and perform themselves. On 3 October, four groups of pupils performed their short plays to a very 
appreciative audience. The quality of talent on show was very impressive, from the atmospheric use 
of sound and lighting to the powerful individual performances. There were some very scary 
moments when the audience members really were on the edge of their seats. Well done to all who 
were involved, and thank you to Ms Monaghan and the performing arts faculty who supported our 
pupils.  
 
Spanish Exchange 
As I write, a group of pupils are visiting our partner exchange school in Badajoz, Spain. They are 
accompanied by Ms Gairdner, from the international education faculty, and Mr Jeffries, from the 
health and wellbeing faculty. This is a reciprocal visit as we hosted the Spanish pupils in June. It will 
be lovely to hear stories from our pupils when they return; I’m sure ceilidh dancing will have 
featured somewhere! 
 
Information Evening for Parents of S4 Pupils 
This is an important year for our S4 pupils, who are the first year group to take the new National 
courses and qualifications. In order to keep parents up to date with any developments, we are 
holding an information evening in the School Hall on Wednesday 23 October at 7.00 pm. All S4 
parents and their children are welcome to attend.  
 
Battle of the Bands 
On Thursday 24 October, the School Hall will be rocking to the sound of groups of pupils, performing 
in this year’s final of the Battle of the Bands. Bands from all year groups can take part, each 
performing a cover song and an original. The winning group gets the opportunity to have their music 
recorded at a professional studio – a very special prize. There’s no doubt the participants will have 
the X Factor! 
 
Assemblies 
Our year group assemblies each morning are important in helping to create a positive ethos at NBHS. 
They are led by our depute head teachers who are also year group leaders: Mrs Neri leads S1 and S2; 
Mr Rutter leads S3 and S4; Mrs Moore leads S5 and S6. Recent assemblies have focused on topics 
such as developing resilience, learning from mistakes, having high expectations, caring for our 
environment and the importance of smiling! We also welcome visitors to assemblies and recently 



these have included our senior pupil team, local army cadets, the Gideons, members of the school’s 
international committee and a fire safety officer. Following talks on citizenship in all year group 
assemblies, pupils have been elected to the Pupil Council. There will be more details on the work of 
the Pupil Council in a future Update.  
 
School Charities  
The Charities Committee has now chosen the three charities which the school will be supporting 
throughout this session. They are Lothian Sports Disability, the Sick Kids Foundation and Mary’s 
Meals. Our first event to raise funds is a dress down day on Friday 11 October. Any pupil who 
‘dresses down’ on that day should bring a £1 donation. Please could you encourage your child to 
contribute this small amount if he/she chooses to dress down. Thank you.  
 
Staffing 
We look forward to welcoming a new member of staff to the numeracy faculty following the 
October break, when Ms Gunston joins NBHS. We are grateful to Dr Blair, who has covered classes in 
maths since the beginning of the session. We thank her and wish her well as she moves on in her 
career.  
 
Parental Involvement 
As mentioned in my September Update, the AGMs of the Parent Council and the Parent Teacher 
Association have recently taken place. I am very pleased that our parents are so supportive of the 
work that we do in school for your children, and I would be delighted if more parents were able to 
join either of these valuable parent groups. You can find more details in the parent section of the 
website. Members of the PTA are already planning a variety of fundraising events and I sincerely 
hope that every parent will give their support in some way, however small, during the session.  
 
Communication 
In each Update, I will remind you of the main channel for communication with school, should you 
have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information. The first point of contact is 
usually your child’s guidance teacher: 
    Craig House Mr McDowell 
    Fidra House Mrs McCormack 
    Glen House Mrs Casson 
    Law House Mr Stebbing. 
 
You can contact us by telephone: 01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                                       or by email: northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.eclschool.org.uk. 
 
In the (hopefully rare) event of a complaint about any aspect of your child’s schooling, please 
contact me directly either by letter or by email: lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. We 
always endeavour to respond to parents timeously. We also aim to be non-judgemental, sensitive 
and respectful as we believe these are important values, values which we wish to encourage in our 
young people. I am grateful that parents uphold these values, too, in their dealings with school.  
 
October Holiday 
Finally, a reminder that we close at 12.00 pm on Friday 11 October for the October break. Pupils 
return to school at 8.39 am on Tuesday 22 October. I wish all pupils and staff a very relaxing and 
happy holiday. 
 
Lauren Rodger 
Head Teacher 
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