
 
 
 
Higher Drama Performance Evening 
The whole school became an enchanting performance space for the Higher drama evening, based on 
fairy tales – but each one with a twist. The audience was guided around each scene by the Pied Piper 
and Rumpelstiltskin, and on our journey we met various characters such as the Snow Queen, the Big 
Bad Wolf, Rapunzel and a very mad Mad Hatter. It seemed as if there was a surprise around each 
corner! Back in the Hall, the audience enjoyed a wonderful mockumentary performance of ‘The Motley 
Crew’, with a script full of witty humour, as well as wonderful music and lighting effects. All in all, it was 
an extremely enjoyable and entertaining evening. A huge well done and thank you to the Higher drama 
pupils and Ms Monaghan, as well as all their very able helpers.  
 
 
Spanish Exchange 
At the beginning of the month, nineteen of our senior pupils, together with Ms Smith from modern 
languages and Mick Burns our careers adviser, set off for Badajoz in Spain. It was the turn of NBHS 
pupils to be hosted by their Spanish partners who had visited North Berwick in June. There is no doubt 
that the trip was a huge success – according to Maribel and Toni, the Spanish teachers, our pupils were 
“polite, respectful, enthusiastic and they took full advantage of the exchange experience”. Ms Smith 
said, “We had an absolute ball in Badajoz and our pupils were outstanding in every aspect.” There were 
many tears when it was time to leave, and our pupils have come away with many very happy memories, 
as well as some friendships that are sure to endure over the years. We are already planning to host the 
next group of Spanish pupils in March 2015. 
 
 
Spring Bulbs 
Thank you to everyone who took the opportunity to buy spring bulbs and raise funds for the school at 
the same time. There are going to be some very beautiful gardens in the North Berwick area next 
spring, judging by the amount of bulbs bought. Thank you, too, to Dr McKendrick for organising this 
initiative. 
 
 
Staffing 
We are delighted to welcome Dr Andrews to North Berwick High School as a teacher of support for 
learning. Also in the support faculty, we are delighted that Mrs Michie will be staying on with us as an 
assistant. Another new member of staff who will be joining us shortly is Mr Johnson – he will be 
covering Mrs Loudon’s maternity leave in music, just in time for all our Christmas activities! 
 
 
Fun Run 
On Friday 10 October – perhaps the sunniest day of the month - we held our biennial Fun Run. And it 
certainly was fun indeed! Seeing hundreds of young people running to Kingston and back dressed as 
bananas, Darth Vader and fairies was a sight to behold! Back at school, there was a variety of stalls and 
fun activities for pupils to enjoy. It was such a lovely atmosphere and a great way to end the term 
before the October break. If your child has still to hand in their sponsorship money, please could you 
encourage them to do so as soon as possible. I will pass on the total raised in next month’s Update. 
 
 
NBHS News 
The latest edition of the school newspaper has just been published. Full of articles written by pupils 
from all year groups, on topics ranging from current affairs to Hallowe’en dressing up tips, it is available 
for the bargain price of 40p from Mr Maxwell. 

 
Head Teacher’s Update to Parents -  October 2014 



Parent Council Clerk Vacancy 
We currently require a clerk to support our Parent Council. The duties involved include responsibility 
for all administration relating to the Parent Council, producing agendas and taking minutes of the 
regular meetings, arranging training for Parent Council members and ensuring that the Parent Council 
website is up to date. The clerk is paid a fixed amount for each meeting attended. If you are interested 
or would like more information, please email or phone the school.  
 
 
Access to Tobacco Project A group of senior pupils are currently involved in an initiative, funded by the 
University of Edinburgh and NHS Lothian, entitled the ‘Young People's Access to Tobacco via Social 
Sources Research Project’.  It is a community project, managed by the North Berwick Youth Project, 
designed to involve young people in a piece of formal research into how young people access tobacco, 
with a view to providing information which will ultimately result in a reduction of the number of young 
people who smoke.  Pupils involved in the project have volunteered due to their interest in this type of 
research and it is a fantastic learning experience for them.  All pupils in school will shortly be asked to 
complete a survey designed to capture their views on tobacco use - the survey will be anonymous and 
when the findings are written up, individuals will not be identified. 
 
 
Professional Learning Communities 
This session, teachers at NBHS have formed ‘Professional Learning Communities’. They are observing 
one another's lessons, coaching one another, implementing changes to their practice and examining 
the impact of these changes. At this stage, teachers have identified a very wide range of topics for 
enquiry, including ‘improving pupils' resilience’, ‘making homework more effective’ and ‘examining the 
impact of note taking on learning’.  I am delighted that our teachers are so keen to develop their 
practice in this way and I look forward to seeing how these enquiries progress over the session. NBHS is 
certainly a learning community, for staff as well as pupils. 
 
 
Curriculum Development – Have Your Say 
This term, a priority on the School Improvement Plan is to continue with the development of the 
curriculum structure, particularly with regard to the Senior Phase. This involves a number of activities, 
such as: the production of a Senior Phase Information Booklet; the Curriculum Information Evening in 
September with Her Majesty’s Inspectors and East Lothian’s Head of Education; discussion at the 
October Parent Council meeting; whole-staff discussions at the October inservice day; and members of 
the senior management team visiting other schools and meeting Her Majesty’s Inspectors.  
 
The team working hardest on this priority is our Curriculum Development Group, which has been 
meeting regularly to explore possibilities. The Group is chaired by our depute, Mrs Moore, and consists 
of fourteen teachers and seven parents. In November, guidance staff will be holding curriculum focus 
sessions with pupils to garner their views. Also in November, we are looking to engage parents and 
carers in the debate by holding sessions during the week beginning Monday 10 November, as outlined 
below: 

Monday 10 November  10.00 am 2.00 pm 
Tuesday 11 November  10.00 am 2.00 pm 
Wednesday 12 November 11.00 am 6.30 pm 
Thursday 13 November  9.00 am 4.30 pm 

 
Each session will have up to twelve parents and will last for one hour; it will be led by a member of the 
senior management team. If you are interested in taking part, please email Mrs Brown in the School 
Office, indicating at which times you are available. Her email address is: 
dbrown@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. Alternatively, phone the school on 01620 894661. We 
would be delighted to welcome as many parents and carers along to these sessions as possible. 
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Communication  
As you are aware, the website is a major way of communicating with parents. Please do sign up for an 
email reminder of updates. It’s easy – just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at 
the right hand side of the page. Another great way of keeping in touch with what is happening in 
school is through social media: do follow us on Facebook and twitter, both of which can be accessed via 
the front page of the school website. We are also making increased use of our new electronic system 
which allows us to email all parents. We have recently sent out an email to all parents for whom we 
hold an email address asking them to confirm that they are receiving emails. If this email did not get 
through to you, please can you let us know. 
 
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of contact 
is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                              or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
 
Lauren Rodger   
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 30 October  Battle of the Bands final, 7.00 pm, School Hall 
Tuesday 4 November  PTA meeting, 7.00 pm, Conference Room 
Thursday 6 November  S6/PTA Swap Shop, 6.30 – 8.30 pm, School Hall 
Thursday 13 November  S1 Parents’ Evening – 1F, 1C1, 1C2 
Tuesday 18 November  Parent Council meeting, 7.00 – 9.00 pm, Support classroom 
Wednesday 19 November S1 Parents’ Evening – 1G, 1L 
Thursday 20 November  International Ceilidh, School Hall 
Wednesday 26 November Fidra House Christmas Fair, 6.30 – 9.00 pm, Dining Hall 
Thursday 27 November  Primary 7 Ceilidh, School Hall 
Monday 8 December  Christmas Concert 
Tuesday 9 December  Christmas Concert 
Wednesday 10 December S3/S4 dance 
Thursday 11 December  S5/S6 dance 
Monday 15 December  S2 dance 
Tuesday 16 December  S1 dance 
Friday 19 December  School closes at 12.00 pm 
Tuesday 6 January 2015  School opens 
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