
Head Teacher’s Update  -  September 2013 
 
 
The start of the new session has been very positive and it was such a pleasure to see so many smiling 
faces in school on the first day. It’s even more of a pleasure to see most of them continuing to smile 
as the term moves on! Already our first years - as well as new pupils in other year groups and our 
new staff - have settled into life at North Berwick High School. We welcome them warmly to our 
school and wish them a very happy and fulfilling time with us. 
 
 
Exam Results 
There were many anxious pupils, parents and teachers awaiting exam results on Tuesday 6 August. I 
am delighted that so many of our pupils achieved so highly; they should all feel very proud of 
themselves now that their hard work has paid off. For the school as a whole, this was a record-
breaking year. Looking back over records for the past eleven years, this year we had the highest 
number of pupils attaining five or more Credit Standard Grade/Intermediate 2 passes (62% of year 
group), and the highest number of pupils attaining five Higher passes (32% of original S4 cohort). In 
addition, when we are measured against our comparator schools in Scotland, we have our best ever 
results: out of the twenty-five HMIe measures, NBHS is much better than other schools in 13, better 
than other schools in 11, and in line with other schools in one.  
 
There is no doubt that these statistics are very pleasing, but the greatest pleasure comes from 
seeing the success of individual pupils, pupils we have come to know well and care about very much. 
I would like to pass on my very grateful thanks to all the teachers who have enthused, challenged 
and encouraged your children in their learning. Thank you, too, to all parents for their continued 
support. I am sure your children appreciate it very much, even though they may not always show it! 
 
 
Senior Prizegiving 
Our Senior Prizegiving ceremony is held on Wednesday 11 September, starting at 7.00 pm. All pupils 
who are receiving an award have been sent a letter inviting them to attend the Prizegiving. We are 
proud of our academic achievement at NBHS and we believe it is certainly worth celebrating. We 
also value effort, determination to succeed and service to others; these qualities, too, are rewarded 
at Prizegiving. There are four categories of award: 
 
1. Certificate of Achievement: S4 – Eight awards at Credit or Intermediate 2, with at least six at 

                       grade 1 (Standard Grade) or A/B (Intermediate 2) 
 S5 – At least 11 points at Higher(A = 3; B = 2; C = 1) 

 
2. Subject Prize :  Awarded to the pupil with the top mark in the school in a subject 

 
3. Special Achievement Award: Awarded to the pupil who teachers feel has achieved beyond  

expectations in a subject, through exceptional effort and  
dedication to study 

 
4. S6 Special Award:  Awarded to the S6 pupil who has shown outstanding commitment in 

a particular area 
 
Of course, the biggest prize for all our pupils is the SQA certificate listing their achievements, and the 
pride that brings. I am sure our hardworking pupils are aware that their teachers are very proud of 
them, whether they receive an award at Prizegiving or not.  



Green Flag 
We were delighted to have confirmation during the summer holiday that our Green Flag has been 
renewed for another year. Our Eco Group continues to consider ways of improving and enhancing 
our school environment. Recently, the potatoes in the vegetable garden were harvested – delicious, 
was the verdict of all those who tasted them! 
 
 
Musical Visitors 
The Kakatsitzi group entertained our S2 pupils recently, with Ghanaian drumming, dancing and 
singing. It was then the turn of the pupils – and a few teachers – to have a go. Later this month, S1 
pupils will have musical visitors, when the Tanino Duo from Argentina perform for them in the 
School Hall. It will be lovely to hear the sounds of Argentinian folk music and tango drifting along the 
corridor. 
 
 
Commonwealth Moves 
It may be nearly a year until the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, but already there’s a 
Commonwealth buzz in East Lothian. A group of senior pupils performed a dance based on the sport 
of badminton at a showcase in the Brunton Theatre on 5 September. Rebecca Grant, Lindsay Hart, 
Gemma Hill, Ciara Knight, Erin Mowat, Lucy Patrick and Kirsten Wales impressed the audience with 
their elegance, imaginative choreography and their teamwork. The girls then met a very cheery 
Clyde, the Commonwealth Games mascot. There was a lovely atmosphere in the auditorium with 
dancers and supporters from every secondary school in the county. 
 
Still on the Commonwealth theme, NBHS has its own version of the baton relay. Batons are 
travelling from North Berwick to schools in Commonwealth countries across the world, with the 
hope that they will all return here by June next year. Inside each baton will be messages from pupils 
and information about each school and its community; these will be displayed in NBHS, giving a real 
sense of global citizenship. Already, batons have made their way to Malawi and Rwanda. 
 
 
School Dress Code 
Since the start of term, our pupils have been looking very smart indeed, with almost everyone 
adhering to the dress code. Thank you to parents for encouraging your children to value this aspect 
of school life. I am still concerned that some of the girls continue to wear very short skirts, which I do 
not feel is appropriate for a school setting. Could I also remind parents that footwear should be plain 
black; quite a few pupils are wearing black Vans-type shoes with white edging and white laces, and I 
hope that these will be replaced when it is time for new shoes to be purchased. 
 
 
Traffic Issue 
It has been brought to our attention that some large vehicles are driving on the footpath along 
Lochbridge Road. Please could you warn your child to be aware of this when walking in that area. 
 
 
School Trips 
At the end of last term, two groups of pupils set off to foreign parts. The geography field trip to the 
French Alps was a great success, and the pupils were a real credit to the school. The Music for 
Malawi tour provided an opportunity for staff and pupils to see where all our fundraising money has 
gone – what a difference we have made to the lives of many Malawi children and their families! If 
you would like to hear more, do come along to the Parent Council AGM on Tuesday 24 September, 



when the Malawi group will give a wonderful presentation on their trip. I can promise that it will be 
moving, uplifting and joyful. 
 
 
Parental Involvement 
We always welcome support from parents and there are three opportunities coming up for parents 
to become more directly involved in the life of the school: 
 

 Parent Council AGM, Tuesday 24 September 7.00 pm 
As well as hearing about the work of the Parent Council over the previous session, you will 
hear of plans for the school over the coming year. There will also be the presentation from 
the Music for Malawi group (mentioned above) – something that really should not be 
missed. There are around six Parent Council meetings per session. The PC consists of twelve 
parent members; local councillors and members of the teaching staff also attend meetings. 
Even if you do not wish to become a member of the Parent Council, you are very welcome to 
attend meetings as a member of the Parent Forum (i.e. all parents of pupils in the school). 

 

 Parent Teacher Association AGM, Tuesday 1 October 7.00 pm 
We are very keen to recruit some new members to the PTA so that the very worthwhile 
work of the team can continue. The fundraising events organised by the PTA provide much-
needed funds for the school which go towards supporting all our pupils. Come along to hear 
about the successes of last year and begin to plan fun events for this session. You may even 
have some suggestions for new events – these would be very welcome. 

 

 Saturday Tuck Shop 
For those spectators standing on the hockey or rugby touchline on a cold Saturday morning, 
the tuck shop is very welcome indeed. It is run by parents and is now a very well-organised 
operation. All it needs is more parents to take a turn on the rota every few weeks. If you can 
help out occasionally, please speak to a tuck shop helper any Saturday morning, or email me 
and I will pass on your details: lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk.  

 
Parents, we really do need you! 

 
 
Communication 
Just a reminder that we welcome communication from parents on any aspect of your child(ren)’s 
schooling. If you have any comments or queries, or you would like to pass on any information, 
please do not hesitate to contact school. The first point of contact is usually your child’s guidance 
teacher: 

Craig House Mr McDowell  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack  
Glen House Mrs Casson  
Law House Mr Stebbing 

 
You can contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 
                                      or by email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
 
Lauren Rodger 
Head Teacher  
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