
 
 
 

 
Parent Teacher Association 
The PTA organised a very successful cinema night in Gullane Village Hall on Saturday 17 May. Every seat 
in the Hall was taken, and the audience thoroughly enjoyed watching American Hustle. The event raised 
nearly £500, so it was a great success from a fundraising point of view, too. The PTA AGM will be held 
on Wednesday 3 September and I sincerely hope that many of you are able to attend to hear about the 
excellent support that the PTA gives to every pupil in the school. Ideas for new fundraising events are 
always particularly welcome, as are new members for the 100 Club. You can find details on the school 
website or on the PTA facebook page.  
 
International Athlete Visit 
A group of NBHS pupils were lucky enough to meet an international athlete role model last month. This 
was an initiative run by Scottish Athletics and the Scottish government. Our pupils met Freya Ross, the 
first British woman to finish the marathon at the London Olympics and a member of the Scottish 
Commonwealth Games squad. Freya spoke to the pupils about how to become a winner in life, 
emphasising the importance of effort and having the right mindset. Freya certainly inspired our pupils 
to go on to become winners themselves, whatever path they take in the future.  
 
SQA Examinations 
The SQA examination diet finished on Friday 6 June and, despite some complicated arrangements, 
everything went very smoothly. I would like to record my thanks to the staff, who were so willing to 
give extra support to pupils who came in with queries during study leave, and were also extremely 
accommodating when exams had to take place in their part of the school. The invigilators this year did a 
sterling job, under the excellent direction of chief invigilator Mrs Barbara White. This made things 
easier for our depute Mrs Moore who, as SQA co-ordinator, was in charge of the exam diet. We were 
very proud of our pupils, too, as the invigilators could not praise them highly enough for the way they 
conducted themselves during the exams. Pupils receive their results from the SQA on Tuesday 5 August 
and we sincerely hope that there are lots of happy faces when texts are read or envelopes are opened. 
There is still time for pupils to register with SQA if they wish to receive their results by text message; 
details are in the SQA booklet issued to all senior pupils, and on the SQA website.  
 
Activities Week 
Activities Week this year has been a great success. The S3 pupils who went on residential trips came 
back with wonderful stories about their experiences. The staff who accompanied them were full of 
compliments, saying it was a real pleasure to take our pupils away. For those staying closer to home, 
there was a wide variety of trips and activities on offer. We were very lucky with the weather 
throughout the week, especially for the S2 beach walk from Aberlady Bay and the S1 walk to 
Yellowcraig and back for a barbecue. The only casualty of the weather was Sports Day, which had to 
end slightly earlier than planned because of the rain. However, the sports were hotly contested 
throughout the day and we saw some excellent performances, especially in the high jump.  
 
East Lothian Youth Games 
Talking of sports, around eighty ‘old’ S1 and S2 pupils took part in the East Lothian Youth Games and 
came home with the winner’s shield – for the fourth year in a row! The Games were held at 
Meadowmill and included football, hockey, rugby, basketball and badminton. Our teams played very 
well indeed and I have to admit, watching as head teacher, I felt very competitive as I cheered on NBHS 
from the sidelines. But what was most impressive about the Games was that they were played in such a 
good spirit, with pupils from all six East Lothian secondaries mingling happily and enjoying being both 
participants and spectators.  
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North Berwick Youth Project 
Our partnership with the Youth Project continues to be a real strength, making a positive difference for 
many of our pupils. I attended the recent AGM and it was a real pleasure to hear about the many 
exciting initiatives and projects run by Youth Project staff and volunteers. Do take time to have a look at 
their website: www.northberwickyouthcafe.org.uk/  
 
New Timetable 
Our new timetable is now up and running, with each year group moving up a year. For the month of 
June, though, this can cause confusion so we find ourselves talking about the ‘old S1’ or the ‘new S3’. It 
is lovely to see pupils excited about their new timetables and their new classes. This may be the run-up 
to the summer holiday, but with a few weeks of learning left we do want to keep the momentum going 
when it comes to schoolwork: starting the new timetable helps us to do that.   
 
Senior Pupil Team 
Mrs Moore (head of S6) and I recently had the pleasure of interviewing candidates from the new S6 for 
the senior posts in school. The applicants were certainly put through their paces: as well as the formal 
interview, there was an application form, a speech to the year group and a vote by their S6 peers and 
their teachers. We were extremely impressed by the effort and commitment put into the process by all 
the candidates. Our senior pupil team for 2014 – 2015 comprises: 
 
Head Girl  Isla Wightman  6L Head Boy  Tom Lansdown  6F 
Depute Head Girl            Sarah Dunlop  6C Depute Head Boy Jonathan Crain  6F 
 
Well done to you all! The process has already started for the House Captain roles, with interviews 
taking place shortly. The successful candidates then form the Senior Council, which meets regularly 
with Mrs Moore.  
 
Queen’s Baton 
We are extremely proud that a number of NBHS pupils and former pupils will be carrying the Queen’s 
Baton in East Lothian on Tuesday 17 June: 

 Reilly Schulte, Sam Mason, Megan Lott and Rhiordan Langan-Fortune are running in Aberlady; 

 Roan Frostwick is running in Gullane; 

 Catriona Marston and Ryan Nicholson are running in North Berwick. 
There will be a big crowd of NBHS pupils standing near the Seabird Centre to cheer them on, as our 
Youth Games competitors and Sports Leaders will all be there.  
 
Much Ado About Nothing 
From 17 to 20 June, the NBHS drama group will be performing their fourth Shakespeare production, in 
the Abbey Church: Much Ado About Nothing. If previous productions are anything to go by, this will be 
a very entertaining evening out – and, I’m sure, a hilarious one! I highly recommend it. The cast includes 
pupils from almost every year group. Details are on the website and on the NBHS facebook page.  
 
S2 Activities 
Thanks to a generous donation from our PTA, every ‘old’ S1 pupil will be going on a visit to the Royal 
Highland Show this month. This used to be a tradition at NBHS and it is lovely to see that reinstated. As 
well as enjoying a day out, the pupils will be carrying out some educational activities related to their 
studies back in school. In the last week of term, pupils in the year group will all be taking part in African 
drumming workshops with ‘Pete the Beat’. On Wednesday 2 July, things get even more dramatic as 
they have to work together to deal with a (fictional) natural disaster in Honduras, in a Rapid Response 
engineering challenge. Throughout the preceding week, pupils will have been learning about Honduras 
and disaster response in various classes, so let’s hope they are well-prepared to deal with the disaster 
as it occurs on the day! 
 
 

http://www.northberwickyouthcafe.org.uk/


Primary 7 Visit 
Towards the end of this month, we will be welcoming the P7 pupils who will be joining NBHS in August. 
They spend two and a half days in school, taking part in a variety of outdoor challenges, meeting their 
new classmates and teachers, and going to their timetabled classes. Our new S6 pupils will have a big 
role to play during the visit, linking with classes and ensuring that all goes well for the P7s. Some of the 
pupils are already very familiar with the High School as they have been part of an enhanced transition 
programme since P6, or they have had extra transition sessions over the last few Friday mornings, 
working with High School staff and community partners. We look forward to meeting the parents of the 
P7 pupils at an information evening on Thursday 26 June.  
 
Evaluation Visit 
Our second evaluation visit of the session takes place later this month. Our Quality Improvement 
Officer, David Scott, will spend most of the day in school, attending classes, speaking to pupils and staff, 
and then feeding back to the senior management team. The focus for this visit is the curriculum, looking 
at what we offer to meet the needs of all our learners throughout the Broad General Education from S1 
to S3, and in the Senior Phase from S4 to S6.  
 
School Environment 
If you have been at school recently, you will see that there are improvements being made to the 
environment. The old astropitch has been ripped up and is currently being replaced. While it leaves us 
without a pitch for a few weeks, it will be worth it as we are looking forward to fixtures on the new 
surface. The old surface has not gone entirely to waste either as some of it is being used to cover the 
unsightly tarmac in the vegetable garden. This, too, is in the process of receiving a makeover thanks to 
Dr McKendrick and her enthusiastic gardening club members. They have also been hard at work in the 
courtyard garden outside the Dining Hall, planting lots of flowers. We look forward to a feast of 
vegetables and an attractive floral display soon! 
 
Parent Council 
The PC recently held its last meeting of the session. Some of the parent members will be standing down 
next session and we are very keen to recruit some new members. If you are interested in hearing more 
about the work of the Parent Council and all it does to support the school, do come along to the AGM 
on Tuesday 9 September. An update from the Chair on the work of the PC over the year will be 
appearing on the school website shortly, in the Parents section.  
 
Staffing 
The main piece of staffing news is that we have now made our permanent depute head teacher 
appointment: I am delighted to report that Mr Robert Jones, formerly principal teacher of numeracy, is 
now part of the senior management team. We have also recently appointed Ms Suzanne Ritchie to the 
permanent post of principal teacher of modern languages, following Mrs Roy’s decision not to return 
from her maternity leave. We have recently recruited staff in PE and CDT, and are hoping to make the 
following appointments before the summer holiday: principal teacher of numeracy; teachers of 
computing, French/Spanish, chemistry, support for learning and music. In addition, we have been 
allocated probationer teachers in the following subjects: CDT, French, history, maths and PE. I will pass 
on names of all the new staff in my first Update of the new session.  
 
We will be very sorry to say goodbye to the following teachers who are retiring from NBHS: Mrs Barlow 
in support for learning, Mrs Hennessey in computing, Mr Smith in CDT and Mrs Walker in PE. We are 
also losing Ms Gairdner in modern languages, who is taking up a post at St George’s after the summer 
holiday. All of these teachers have contributed so much to NBHS over the years, making a very positive 
difference to the lives of hundreds of young people. We are very grateful to them and I know that they 
will certainly be missed around the school, particularly by their closest colleagues. We will also be sad 
to say goodbye to our probationer teachers, who have all brought something special to NBHS in their 
time with us: Ms Rankine in CDT; Ms McCurley in history; Mrs Taylor and Ms Zulaica in modern 
languages; Mr Lindsay in science; Ms Garlick in PE. We wish them well in their future careers.  



Dates for next session 
September is going to be a busy month at NBHS, so do get some of these dates in your diary now: 
 
Thursday 21 August  school opens for pupils 
Wednesday 3 September PTA AGM 
Thursday 4 September  Art Show 
Tuesday 9 September  Parent Council AGM 
Thursday 11 September  Senior Prizegiving 
Friday 12 & Monday 15 Sept school closed 
Wednesday 17 September Careers Fair 
Friday 10 October  school closes for October break 
Tuesday 21 October  school opens 
 
In the new term, we also intend to hold a curriculum information evening and an open afternoon for P7 
and S1 pupils and parents. Do look out for details of all these events nearer the time.  
 
Communication – NBHS has its own facebook page!  
A new means of communication is the NBHS facebook page, which you can find via a link from the front 
page of the school website, or at http://www.facebook.com/northberwickhighschool . Our intention is 
to update this regularly with photos of learning, events and activities. Already, the site has had 
hundreds of hits and was particularly welcomed by parents of pupils on S3 residential trips, with a 
variety of photos. My particular favourite is a stunning photo of four pupils standing in a loch on the 
Highlands trip. Do have a look! 
 
A reminder, too, that it is easy to sign up for an email giving notice of updates on our website  – just 
enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at the right hand side of the page. 
 
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of contact 
is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 
 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                             or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
 
As this is my last Head Teacher’s Update of the session, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone involved in making North Berwick High School such a wonderful place to learn and work. The 
staff are hugely committed to giving our pupils an excellent learning experience; the parents are 
supportive of the school, encouraging their children with their learning; and our partners in the 
community offer an extra dimension to the life of the school. Most of all, though, it is the pupils who 
make the school what it is: they show commitment to their studies, they are willing to try new 
experiences, they keep going when things get tough and they support each other.On top of all that, 
they have a great sense of fun, thus ensuring that the school is a happy place to be. My sincere thanks 
to you all. 
 
I wish every member of the NBHS community a lovely, relaxing summer break.   
 
Lauren Rodger 
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
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