
Feedback from June 2014 Parent Survey 
  
Towards the end of the summer term (June 2014) the Parent Council undertook  a survey of parents 
to seek feedback  about Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) following the introduction of the new  S4 
qualifications at the start of the academic year (National 4 and National 5 replaced the previous 
Standard Grades).  We would like to thank all the parents who took time to complete the survey and 
the very valuable information this has provided. Here is a brief summary of the responses:  
 
Almost 170 responses to the survey were received (representing approximately 230 
children). Almost everyone has heard about CfE and most respondents have a strong or a reasonable 
understanding of CfE. 
  
Feelings are mixed on CfE itself but few people have strong views either way. Two-thirds of parents 
feel that the communications have been helpful, with about half of respondents feeling engaged and 
half not. About half feel well informed about the new “phases” of broad general education (S1-S3) 
and senior phase (S4-S6). 
  
On S4 subject choices, about half feel well informed about the changes. Two-thirds of those 
responding do not agree that the choices for all S4 pupils should be six subjects in the future but 
almost one third of the parents completing the survey support the move to six subjects for all S4 
pupils. Breaking this down, over half of parents who responded want individual S4 pupils to be able 
to choose whether they do six, seven, or eight subjects - and almost one in five want all S4 pupils to 
continue to do eight subjects.  
 
Over two thirds of respondents indicated that they have concerns that the choice of six subjects in 
S4 will impact on the choice of Highers as pupils progress into S5. 
 
The Senior Management Team has commented as follows: 
Following the results of survey, NBHS will continue to develop a clear communication strategy for 
parents in order that the rationale for change is clearer and will work hard to support parental 
understanding of the holistic nature of the Senior Phase, rather than a sole focus on the S4 
experience.  It is now nationally recognised that the Senior Phase is about more than year-on-year 
attainment; rather, it is about an overall S4 - S6 portfolio of qualifications. 
 
There are other aspects to the shape and structure of the Senior Phase, as outlined by national 
guidelines, which the survey did not cover and NBHS welcomes parental views on these issues.  They 
are listed in the Senior Phase Information Booklet on the school website and include: 

 bypassing  National 4/National 5 qualifications for our most able pupils 

 studying Higher qualifications over two years, S4 and S5 

 timetabling S4/S5/S6 cohesively as a single cohort to increase choice in level/range of 
subjects studied 

 how best to manage the entitlement to personal support within the school. 
  
The feedback parents have given is very valuable in helping inform the ongoing discussions about 
CfE.  If you would like to discuss any aspect of the survey in more detail or would like more details 
about the survey results please contact the Parent Council or the head teacher. 
  
Please also look out for further information, events and consultation about CfE over the months 
ahead. 
  
Thank you from NBHS Parent Council 


