
 
 
 
Events and Activities 
Throughout the year, many opportunities occur for our pupils to take part in a variety of events and 
activities outside school. For example, in recent weeks we have had: a team of S2 pupils taking part in 
the Construction Challenge; international committee members attending the Global Student Forum’s 
‘Health Matters’ conference and organising a ceilidh for visitors from the International School in 
Brussels; senior pupils participating in a Model United Nations conference; senior pupils voicing their 
opinions at Radio Scotland’s ‘Big Debate’; modern studies pupils meeting representatives of SACRO; 
school newspaper journalists visiting the Scottish Parliament and meeting BBC Scotland staff; S3 maths 
pupils visiting the Museum on the Mound; Fidra House pupils organising the Christmas Fair. Many 
pupils have also played in musical and sporting events. And these are just some of the activities! Often, 
you will find a report and photos of events on the website and on the NBHS facebook page. In future, 
we also hope to produce a weekly website update of such activities so that everyone in our school 
community knows what is happening. Watch out for this in the new year! 
 
Swap Shop 
The School Hall was transformed for an evening earlier this month, when the PTA and S6 pupils worked 
together to organise a Swap Shop. Under sparkling fairy lights, items of clothing, jewellery and bags 
were swopped and guests enjoyed music, drinks and canapés. Well done to everyone who helped to 
make this such a lovely occasion.  
 
Fun Run 
I am pleased to let you know that our biennial Fun Run, held in October, raised over £5,000. This money 
will be shared between the three school charities – Leuchie House, Motor Neurone Disease Scotland 
and Katunguwiri Community Day Secondary School in Malawi – and the school fund, which benefits all 
pupils. Many thanks to all parents and carers who encouraged their children to raise sponsorship 
money for these good causes. 
 
Primary 7 Transition Events 
NBHS has always worked closely with our cluster primary schools – Aberlady, Athelstaneford, Dirleton, 
Gullane and Law – to ensure that pupils have a smooth transition from primary to secondary school. 
The transition programme is organised by Mrs Neri, depute head teacher in charge of S1. This month, 
we have met with P7 parents to give a brief introduction to NBHS and to answer any questions that 
parents might have at this stage. We have been pleased that S6 pupils have accompanied us on these 
visits, sharing their perspective of life at the High School and highlighting the strength of our extra-
curricular programme. At the end of this month, the P7 pupils take part in a special event – a ceilidh in 
the School Hall, with a live band. I understand that the excitement is mounting at the primary schools! 
 
Evaluation Visit 
Twice a year, the school is visited by Quality Improvement Officers from the local authority. Our first 
visit of the session took place recently, focusing mainly on the pupils’ learning experiences in the Broad 
General Education (S1 to S3). The QIOs observed lessons and spoke to groups of pupils and groups of 
staff. They also met with the senior management team to discuss priorities in the School Improvement 
Plan (available on the school website). The QIOs will identify suggested areas for development and I will 
produce a report following their feedback; this report will be shared with our Parent Council at a future 
meeting.  
 
Christmas at North Berwick High School 
The run-up to Christmas is always a special time in any school and NBHS is no exception. You will find 
dates of the major events at the end of this Update. There is no doubt that our Christmas dances are a 
real highlight of the year for many of our pupils, and for staff. Regarding the dress code for the dances, 

 
Head Teacher’s Update to Parents  -  November 2014 



we expect pupils to be very smartly dressed. It is an occasion worthy of getting dressed up - no jeans 
and t-shirts. Boys often wear kilts, but this is not compulsory; smart trousers and shirt are acceptable. 
 
PTA 100 Club 
Christmas is a busy time for the PTA as they run a stall and a hamper raffle at the Fidra Fair, as well as 
organising the drinks at the Christmas concerts. Do keep up to date with what is happening by following 
the NBHS PTA facebook page. If you are willing to help out at events, please email school and we can 
pass your details on to Allison Frostwick, the chair of the PTA. If you are not already a member of the 
PTA 100 Club, do consider joining. You have the chance to win £40 in the monthly draw as well as 
knowing that you are doing your bit to benefit NBHS pupils. Details are in the Parents section of the 
school website.  
 
Parent Council Clerk Vacancy 
We currently require a clerk to support our Parent Council. The duties involved include responsibility 
for all administration relating to the Parent Council, producing agendas and taking minutes of the 
regular meetings, arranging training for Parent Council members and ensuring that the Parent Council 
website is up to date. The clerk is paid a fixed amount for each meeting attended. If you are interested 
or would like more information, please email or phone the school.  
 
Curriculum Development – Have Your Say 
As outlined in my previous Update, we have spent time in November engaging with pupils and parents 
on the development of the curriculum structure, particularly with regard to the Senior Phase. I would 
like to thank those parents who came along to our curriculum focus sessions - we hope you found the 
discussion useful. Mrs Moore, chair of the Curriculum Development Group, is collating comments from 
staff, pupils and parents and these will inform our next steps. Look out for more information in the new 
year.  
 
School Dress Code 
As you will be aware from previous Updates, I am very keen to ensure that all our pupils follow the 
school dress code. I am delighted to report that the majority of our pupils do so. For those pupils who 
are not following the code, their register teacher makes a note on our electronic system and this is 
followed up by the House team of guidance teacher and depute head teacher. Pupils are spoken to and 
parents contacted if necessary. I am still concerned that many girls are wearing very short skirts which I 
consider to be inappropriate for school. Parents, I would appreciate your support in ensuring that your 
child comes to school suitably dressed for a working environment. Thank you. 
 
Safety of Valuables in School 
Most of our pupils bring a mobile phone and/or an ipod to school. We are aware that some of these 
devices are very valuable, as are the musical instruments which some pupils bring to school. While we 
do our best to ensure that valuables are safe in school – e.g. by teachers storing wallets, phones etc 
during PE lessons – we cannot guarantee this. I would recommend that you check whether these items 
are covered under your household insurance, in case of any mishap. 
 
Communication  
If you have been at recent events at NBHS, you may have been asked by Parent Council members 
whether you wish to subscribe to the school website. Indeed, if you have passed on your email address, 
they have kindly signed up on your behalf. The website is now a major way of communicating with 
parents and by subscribing you receive an email reminder of updates. If you have not already done so, 
it’s easy – just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at the right hand side of the 
page. Another great way of keeping in touch with what is happening in school is through social media: 
do follow us on facebook and twitter, both of which can be accessed via the front page of the school 
website. We are also making increased use of our new electronic system which allows us to email all 
parents. As I said in the October Update, we recently sent out an email to all parents for whom we hold 
an email address asking them to confirm that they are receiving our emails. You might be interested to 



know that of the 710 emails sent out, 400 people acknowledged receipt. We are chasing up the other 
310 in an effort to make our contact list as accurate and up to date as possible. If this email did not get 
through to you, or if you have recently changed your email address, please can you let us know. 
 
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of contact 
is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 
 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                              or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 
I am certainly looking forward to December events at North Berwick High School. Hearing Scottish 
country dance music drifting along the corridor from the gyms, rehearsing with the staff/senior choir, 
buying gifts at the Fidra Fair – all these things indicate that the festive season will soon be upon us. I 
wish everyone in the North Berwick High School community a very peaceful and happy Christmas 
holiday when it comes.  
 
Lauren Rodger   
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
 
 
 
 

December and January Dates for your Diary 
 
Monday 8 December  Christmas Concert, 7.00 pm 
Tuesday 9 December  Christmas Concert, 7.00 pm 
Wednesday 10 December S3/S4 dance 
Thursday 11 December  S5/S6 dance 
Monday 15 December  S2 dance 
Tuesday 16 December  S1 dance 
Thursday 18 December  S6 panto 
Friday 19 December  School closes at 12.00 pm 
 
2015 
Tuesday 6 January  School opens at 8.39 am 
Tuesday 6 January  PTA meeting, 7.00 pm 
Thursday 8 January   S2 Parents’ Evening – 2C, 2F 
Wednesday 14 January  National 5 prelims begin 
Wednesday 14 January  S2 Parents’ Evening – 2G1, 2G2, 2L1, 2L2 
Saturday 17 January  S2 ski trip leaves 
Monday 19 January  Higher and Advanced Higher prelims begin 
Monday 19 January  S4 work experience begins 
Tuesday 20 January  Parent Council meeting, 7.00 pm 
Friday 30 January  Burns’ Supper 
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