
 
FRIDAY 19th June 2015 

News 
 

Welsh Ministerial Visit 
On Friday 12 June 

we had a 

ministerial visit 

from Huw Lewis, 

Welsh Minister for 

Education and 

Skills, Owen Evans, 

Director General 

for Education and 

Skills, and members 

of their team.  Also 

joining us for the 

morning were Sally 

Stewart, East 

Lothian’s HMI Area Lead Officer, and David Scott, our Quality Improvement 

Officer.  The Welsh Government recently published a review of their 

curriculum and assessment arrangements and they are looking at how to take 

forward recommendations.  The team was visiting Scotland to explore some of 

the key issues around the Scottish curriculum development journey in order to 

learn from our experiences.  I am very proud that NBHS was chosen as the only 

Scottish secondary school to be visited.  

Throughout the morning, the visitors met with groups of NBHS teachers, pupils 

and parents, as well as cluster primary head teachers and another secondary 

head teacher.  Topics discussed included: key principles of Curriculum for 

Excellence; assessment and moderation; links in learning across subjects; 

flexibility in curriculum structure; communication; skills development; role of 

guidance; primary/secondary academic transition.  All in all, it was a very 

engaging and stimulating morning.   I am very grateful to all those who took 

From the left: Sally Stewart – Her Majesty’s Inspectorate Scotland, David Scott – 
East Lothian Council Quality Improvement Officer, Robert Jones – NBHS Depute 

Head Teacher, Lara Neri – NBHS Depute Head Teacher, Lauren Rodger – NBHS Head 
Teacher & Huw Lewis – Welsh Minister for Education and Skills 
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part in the discussion groups, particularly our parents who gave up their Friday 

morning.  The Welsh visitors were very impressed with the warm welcome 

they received and with the quality of the discussion.  In particular, they 

complimented our pupils, describing them as polite, engaged, articulate and 

insightful.  

The Welsh Government team left with many things to consider on how they 
might take forward their Curriculum for Wales.  Mr Lewis, the Minister, said 
that what he had heard from the NBHS community would certainly have an 
influence on the education of young people 400 miles away. 
 
Lauren Rodger, Head Teacher 
 
 

All About the Bass! 
 

Earlier this year, the Scottish Seabird Centre asked North Berwick High School 
if they would work on a parody of the award-winning Number 1 song All About 
that Bass by Meghan Trainor.  This was to celebrate Bass Rock being confirmed 
as having the world’s largest Northern gannet colony and also being named 
BBC Countryfile Magazine’s Nature Reserve of the Year. 

 

Teacher of English 
Mrs Hudson was 
ready for the 
challenge!  With her 
S2 class, she set 
about devising the 
new lyrics complete 
with gannet, guga 
(young gannet) and 
North Berwick 

references.  Three pupils from the S2 ‘Band Jam’ class, with support from Ms 
Wilson, learnt the accompaniment to the song on keyboard, bass guitar and 
electric guitar for the live backing.  With the help of Mr Brignall, the soundtrack 
for the Bass Rock version of the song was recorded. 
 

The class were then invited to the Seabird Centre to create a music video to 
accompany their song, with the filming taking place in the Discovery Centre, 
next to the Bass Rock model and live cameras, on the Seabird Café decking 
with the Bass Rock in the background and outside the Centre with The Gannet 



NBHS NEWS 
 

Gateway sculpture.  Mrs Hudson and Ms Wilson are immensely proud of all the 
pupils who took part in the project and thank them for their great teamwork 
and enthusiasm.  Click on the link to see the video:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3oG6GOaKKk 
 
 

Bach on a Bike by Jack Hughes, S6 

 

On Monday 8th June, Richard Durrant paid a 

visit to North Berwick High School.  Currently 

Richard is touring Britain with his show ‘Bach 

on a Bicycle’, cycling from each concert to 

the next.  Throughout the day, he gave a 

special concert to each of the year groups, 

which included music from his album 

“Cycling Music”.  At times his guitar, which 

was on stage throughout, was lit up in 

various colours.  I particularly enjoyed the variety of music, which included 

Bach on a ukulele, his own compositions which featured sounds of a bicycle, 

and Spanish music.  Innes Ramsay and I interviewed Richard after the concert, 

on issues ranging from the effect on musicians of music streaming services 

such as Spotify, to the advice he has for upcoming musicians.  You can view the 

interview at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUtrxyVC7SE. 

 

Visitors from Panama 

This week also saw a 
delegation of 20 teachers 
from Panama coming to 
visit us to gain an insight 
into how the Scottish 
school system works.  The 
teachers observed classes 
throughout the school 
and had the opportunity 
to chat to both teachers 
and pupils.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3oG6GOaKKk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUtrxyVC7SE
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Earlston Model United Nations Conference 
 
On Monday 15th June, 20 pupils from S2 to S6 took part in our third MUN 

conference of the 
year.  For many it 
was their first 
experience of a 
Model United 
Nations conference 
and some were very 
nervous, mainly 
about speaking in 
front of a large group 
of peers they did not 
know.  However, we 
could not have been 
more impressed with 
the effort and skills 

our pupils demonstrated during the conference.  Each pupil represented a 
country and debated on a variety of topics from that 
country’s viewpoint.  Issues ranged from introducing an 
international minimum wage to a global health service 
and whether the UN should provide an armed hostage 
response unit for emergency situations.  Many of our 
students stood out in committee debates as being 

effective contributors, with 4 
receiving a commended or highly 
commended award and one 
delegate receiving the top award – 
‘Best Delegate’ - for her contributions during the 
committee debates.  In the afternoon, all delegates re-
joined their countries and took part in a General 
Assembly debate about the right to free speech and then 
in an emergency debate about economic migration.  
Throughout the day our pupils were enthusiastic, 
motivated and, for some, really pushed themselves and 

stepped out of their comfort zone to take part in this great event.  Well done 
to all our MUN pupils.  
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S4 Coastal Fieldwork Trip 

Last Thursday, S4 Geographers were lucky to get spectacular weather for their 
coastal fieldwork trip to Cove Harbour and John Muir Country Park. The 
students studied the coastal features around Cove Harbour, working on skills 
such as field sketching.  They then investigated the different human land uses 

at the coast around Dunbar.  In the 
afternoon, students looked at land 
use and conflict management in 
John Muir Country Park, as well as 
completing a sand dune transect.  
All members of staff on the trip 
commented on the excellent 
behaviour of the students, who 
were a real credit to the school.  

The work they completed will be invaluable for their National Geography 
qualification. 
 

Football Success for S5 pupils 
 

Congratulations to Matthew Brady & Dillon Floyd 
(S5) who are part of the successful Spartans Reds 
U16 Football team. The team this season have 
won the 

Trans 
World 
Soccer 

Scottish 
Youth FA 
Cup 2015, 
The Colin 

Greenhill Cup 2015 and are also the 
South East Region U16 Division 1 
League Champions. 
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Physics Masterclass 

On the 15th of June, nine pupils from Advanced Higher Physics, alongside Mr 
Langlands, embarked on a voyage to the University of Glasgow’s Physics 
Department to attend a masterclass on the work done at the Large Hadron 
Collider and particle physics as a whole.  After a series of fascinating lectures 
from an abundance of highly qualified and experienced physicists we also 
completed two practicals which contextualised what we had learned.  These 
included an activity which simulated how they discovered the Higgs boson at 
CERN.  Overall, it was a day which was well enjoyed by all, and in which we 
gained insight fundamental to helping understanding our universe. 
 

New Senior Team Announced 
 

After a rigorous selection process we are delighted to announce NBHS’s new 

Senior Team for the next session.  The calibre of applicants this year was 

outstanding, which made the decision extremely hard.   

Head Boy: Calum Black (6C1) 

Head Girl: Isla Michie (6C2)  

Depute Head Boy: Jake Roulstone (6L) 

Depute Head Girl: Eirinn Mowat (6F1)  

The team are already so busy that we have not been able to pin them down for 

a photograph, but we look forward to including this in a future newsletter. 
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“Move It” East Lothian Dance Showcase 

A group of 5 dancers from NBHS performed in the East Lothian dance 

showcase which was held on June 16th at 

the Brunton Theatre.  For most of the 

girls, it was their first time performing in 

front of so many people - it was close to 

sold out with around 400 people 

watching the performances.  The girls 

performed a dance to Up Town Funk 

which they had been learning and 

rehearsing over the last 5 months.  Mrs 

Martin was extremely proud of all of the 

girls on the night - it was their best performance to date and all of them were  

very excited after the show and looking forward to learning new routines and 

taking part again next year!  Congratulations to all the girls.   Anyone who is 

interested in joining our dance group please come and see Mrs Martin for 

more details.  The group will be starting again after the summer break. 

Busy times for the NBHS Ukulele Orchestra 

The NBHS Ukulele Orchestra played at the Dirleton fete and then at the Music 
for Malawi Musicathon at Blackadder Church on Saturday the 13th.  Although 
we only had eight of our members, the ukes played excellently with good 
comments from the audience.  Thanks to Beth Cameron, Becky Kellagher, 
Michael Bell, Gregor Kelly, Rebecca Thomson, Joe Donnelly, Jake Amis and Mr 
Jones who were 
available to play on 
Saturday.  We are 
looking for new 
members, both those 
who can play the ukulele 
and those who would 
like to learn.  Our motto 
is to "Have Fun and 
Entertain". So anyone 
wanting to serve the community by having fun and entertaining, or just to 
learn the ukulele, please see Mr Roderick at break or lunch time.  Ukes meet 
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every Wednesday during lunch.  Have a look at NBHSUkuleleOrchestra on 
youtube. 

Bowling Success 

Congratulations to S4 pupil Christopher Robertson, 

who skipped as he and his bowls partner won the 

Longniddry Gala Cup Pairs last weekend. 

 

 

 

Please do send any news that you would like to see 

included in this newsletter to  

ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NBHSUkuleleOrchestra

