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Fidra Arts Festival 
 

Last month, Fidra House held the first Fidra Arts Festival, an evening of music, 
drama and film, also incorporating an Art 

exhibition, 
showcasing some of 
the beautiful artwork 
our pupils have 
produced.  A packed 
programme had 

performances 
running concurrently on the main stage and in 
the drama studio, with visitors able to move 
between the these and the art 
exhibition as well as enjoying 
the many delicious snacks on 
offer.  The success of the 
evening was largely due to the 

hard work and effort put in by many of our pupils, both those 
organising the event and those performing.  In addition to this 

special thanks must be 
given to everyone who 
donated refreshments 
for the event, particularly Mr Bell, who 
arranged donations from Barr’s Soft 
Drinks, Bell’s Pies, Border Biscuits, 
Galloway Cheddar, Golden Casket, 
Mackie’s Crisps, Mrs Tilly’s Fudge and 

Tablet and Nairn’s Oatcakes; Greens & Blues Gallery and Ms Taylor for the 
delicious cakes.   
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Modern Studies pupils meet MSP Iain Gray 

 
 

S4 Modern Studies pupils had the opportunity to quiz East Lothian’s MSP Iain 

Gray when he visited the school earlier this month.  The pupils have been 

learning about the work of an MSP and the challenges they face and Iain was 

more than happy to give them a first-hand account of his experiences and 

answer the questions our pupils had for him.  He was very impressed with the 

knowledge our pupils showed and the range of questions put to him, saying: 

“It was a pleasure to return to North Berwick High School and talk about my 

role with the S4 pupils.  No matter how many of these Q & A’s I do at local 

schools, and I have participated in many over the last eight and a half years, 

the pupils always manage to come up with new and more challenging 

questions.  As I visit schools locally, and across Scotland, it’s also very clear that 

modern studies pupils are better informed and more engaged than ever. This is 

a welcome development, particularly now that 16 and 17-year-olds will be able 

to vote in future Scottish Parliament elections. I hope that their knowledge will 

help them to feel confident about casting their vote.” 
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Hospitality trip to Giancarlos 

Some of our Hospitality pupils have visited new Italian restaurant Giancarlos in 
Tranent, for a taste of what it is like to work in the Hospitality industry. The 

pupils watched the Head Chef and his 
team prepare for service before the 
restaurant opened. This was a valuable 
experience for the pupils as they were 
able to ask questions during the 
process.  They also helped to prepare a 
spaghetti carbonara and watched pizza 
being made from scratch and baked in 
the pizzeria stove.  The pupils were 
fascinated to see how much work goes 
into the running of a restaurant and 
the high demands from the kitchen. 

Everyone at Giancarlos was so 

welcoming and made it a very 

successful and enjoyable experience for 

all.  The Head Chef has been invited to the school to work alongside the pupils 

on the run up to 

their prelims and 

final exam, which 

everyone is 

thoroughly looking 

forward to.  Since 

the visit to 

Giancarlos, the 

pupils have been 

enthusiastic 

and determined to 

work hard to further their careers in Hospitality. 
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German Work Experience Exchange 
 

Earlier this month, two pupils from North 

Berwick High School joined a small group of 

pupils from Dunbar Grammar School to 

embark on a work placement exchange with 

our partner school in Forst.  Our German 

partners had come to North Berwick and 

Dunbar in October and were hosted by local 

businesses the Scottish Seabird Centre, the 

Firth of Forth Lobster Hatchery, Why Not? 

and the Westgate Gallery.  They had a great 

experience in Scotland and our pupils were 

keen to participate in the return visit to 

enhance their German skills. 

We spent time in Berlin visiting the sights 

and our work experience week was a great 

success – S5 pupils Lilly McPake and Annabel 

Macauley took full advantage of the opportunities afforded them to improve 

their listening and speaking skills and to gain a brief insight into German 

culture. 

Many thanks to our partners in Dunbar for this excellent collaboration, and of 

course to our partner school, Friedrich Ludwig Jahn Gymnasium in Forst.  Most 

of all, thanks to Frau Jana Handrischeck for her tireless work as International 

Partnership Coordinator in the regional council office in Forst. 

  

Miss Ritchie, PT Modern Languages 
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Art Department trip to “Giselle” 
A review by Rebecca Hamilton, S5 

 

Recently, the Art Department gave us the fantastic opportunity to visit the 

Festival Theatre in Edinburgh and watch an outstanding production of ‘Giselle’.  

After an Italian meal at a ‘Treasure Island’ themed restaurant – where pizza, 

pasta, ice-cream, crepes and the like were eagerly consumed – we took our 

seats in the theatre.  The French ballet was performed by the skilful Royal New 

Zealand Ballet Company.  It followed the tragic romance of a girl and a Duke in 

disguise.  The girls’ skirts flowed prettily when they twirled and they moved 

with ease when balanced expertly on point.  The men also performed with 

strength and dexterity.  Despite the lack of dialogue, the dancers made the 

story easy to follow and engage with.  The accompanying orchestra produced 

an array of emotional music which fitted perfectly with the tale.  While the 

dresses were beautiful, the staging mesmerising and the music compelling, it 

was the exquisite majesty with which the dancers moved that made the show 

truly magnificent.  We had a brilliant evening and look forward to further 

opportunities to experience Art and Design in all its spectacular forms! 
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NBHS Pupils Excel in Swimming Competition 

 

 

 

 

Students from North Berwick competed in the East Lothian and Borders 

Schools Swimming Championships on 15th November, scooping a number of 

medals: 

S1 
Bella Bishop  Silver - 200m freestyle 
   Bronze - 100m butterfly  

400m - individual medley 
Lucy Lucas  Silver - 200m individual medley 
Tavia Middleton Bronze - 200m individual medley 
 
S2 
Anna Lissaman Gold - 200m freestyle   

Bronze - 200m backstroke 
Rosie Berwick Silver - 100m freestyle   

Bronze - 100m backstroke 
 

Also competing an earning themselves personal best times were Mia Blair and 

Faye Rodgers. 

The swimmers will be hoping that once all the regional championships are 

completed, their times will prove fast enough to earn them one of only twenty 

places in the finals of the Scottish Schools Championships in January next year.  

Well done everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
Please send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter to  
communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 


