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News 
 

Spanish Exchange 

Pupils and teachers from our 
Spanish partner school, 
Maestro Domingo Caceres IES, 
are here again for the fourth 
year running!  It is wonderful to 
see our pupils and the Spanish 
pupils having such a great time 
together. Having visited 
Glasgow and Edinburgh with 
the exchange group on Sunday 
and Tuesday this week, I can vouch for the calibre of the young people 
involved in this exchange - both the Scottish and the Spanish pupils exude 
warmth, friendliness and open-mindedness. And there is a lot of chatter going 
on about language, which is music to the ears! 

Apart from visiting two of our major cities, the exchange group have also 
visited classes in the school to sample a flavour of our education system. They 
have been on a wide variety of excursions with their generous host families 
and, rumour has it, they have sampled quite a range of our local eateries 
during their stay! 

We are delighted that this exchange continues to go from strength to strength, 
thanks to the commitment of Miss Smith and our Business Managers, Karen 
Edwards and Lynsay Barker. Many heartfelt thanks to the families who have 
hosted our Spanish guests and supported this exchange. Without your support, 
we simply could not run this exchange. 

I know that the Spanish pupils will take many fond memories home with them 
on Thursday, and they look forward to welcoming our pupils to Badajoz early 
next session!  

Suzanne Ritchie, Head of Modern Languages Faculty 



NBHS NEWS 
 

Talkin’ ‘Bout My Generation Project 

S3 pupils work with Napier University Graphic Design student 

 

This week our S3 Graphic Communications students had the opportunity to 

work with Charlie Jennings, a Graphic Design student from Napier University.  

Charlie is currently working on his final year project for his honours degree and 

has chosen to explore the identity of elderly people in Scotland and the impact 

that stereotyping and ageism has on our perception of their generation.  The 

NBHS pupils joined Charlie at the North Berwick Day Centre to take part in his 

project “Talkin’ ‘bout my generation”.  Our students had the chance to talk to 

some of the people in the Day Centre, asking about their lives and especially 

their childhoods.  They met people from many walks of life, including an 

acrobat, a nurse and an outdoor bowling champion.  It was very interesting for 

all involved and our pupils felt they had learned a lot from the experience.  

Charlie’s design project will draw on the work that our pupils have done and 

will be on display at the degree show at Napier University later this year. 

 

 

 

 



NBHS NEWS 
 

Solar Eclipse 

Last week’s solar 

eclipse was a much 

anticipated event 

amongst pupils and 

staff and there was 

an atmosphere of 

excitement as the 

unexpectedly good 

weather meant that 

we were guaranteed a perfect view.  Viewing the eclipse safely had been 

discussed at length during the week leading 

up to the event and the pupils came well 

prepared with a variety of viewing methods, 

including pinhole projectors and colanders.  

S3 student Matthew Fox used binocular 

lenses as a projector to give a larger, 

clear image.  Many 

students had eclipse 

viewing glasses which 

were the easiest means 

to view the event, 

allowing them to look directly at the 

sun without risking damage to their eyes.  Many 

attempts were made to take photos using the 

eclipse viewers. Mrs Bloomfield was at home and 

used an arc welding mask 

as a filter for her camera.  

While there wasn’t a 

significant change in the 

light level there was a 

noticeable drop in 

temperature but in spite of this the pupils stayed out 

as long as possible to enjoy the experience. 

 



NBHS NEWS 
 

S1 Basketball team become Scottish Cup Champions 

NBHS 55 – 29 Forfar Academy 

The S1 boys basketball team have made history by 

becoming the first North Berwick team to lift the 

Scottish Cup. In a game they led throughout, North 

Berwick managed to keep Forfar Academy at bay to 

win in the finals on Tuesday. It was real team effort, 

with Forfar unable to match the depth of the squad, 

as every player logged important minutes and made 

vital contributions. Stand out performances from 

Owen Mackle, Fin Baxter and captain Shaun Samson 

ensured the scores never got too close, and North 

Berwick were able to lift the trophy in front of a big 

crowd of travelling supporters.  

Back row: Ethan Maynard; Ronan Glazik; Matthias Frommel; Sam Edwards; Jake Amis; Owen Mackle 

Front row: Cameron Isaac; Fin Baxter; Shaun Samson (c), Matthew Wilson; Scott Patey; Joseph 

O’Brien 

 



NBHS NEWS 
 

U15s boys basketball finish second in Scotland 

North Berwick HS 43 – 63 Hillhead HS 

In the second game of the Scottish Cup finals at Grangemouth, North Berwick 

U15s fell to Hillhead High School to finish runners up.  North Berwick put in a 

strong performance against a very talented 

Hillhead side, but they were not quite able 

to pull back a 20 point first half deficit.  The 

second half was very different from the first, 

as North Berwick found their rhythm and 

match Hillhead basket-for-basket.  Good 

performances from the whole squad, 

including a lot of minutes from S2s 

playing up an age group, meant the 

team could take a lot of pride from 

their only defeat of the season.  Rory 

Milne, who has been fantastic all 

season, finished with 24 points, Kyle 

Graham with 12, and S2 student 

Richard Montgomery with 7. 

 

Squad: Kyle Graham, David Crowley, 

Rory Machray, Ciaran McSherry, Ross Lunn, Robbie Wales, William Ladbrooke, 

Rory Milne, James Chalmers, Richard Montgomery 

 



NBHS NEWS 
 

NBHS students selected for Scotland squad 

S1 pupils Shaun Samson and Owen Mackle have been 

selected for the U13 

Boys Scottish Basketball 

team.  The boys were 

part of the U12 team 

which won the 

tournament last year in 

Andorra and are 

delighted to be joining 

the U13 squad.  We 

wish them every 

success in the games ahead. 

 

Scottish Athletics Success 

Last week S1 pupil Owen Ashall added to his medals tally at the Scottish 

Athletics Combined Event Championships, earning a bronze medal in the 

pentathlon, competing in 60m hurdles, long jump, high jump, shot putt and 

800m and finishing with an excellent score of 1691 points. 

 

And finally… 

Please do send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter 
to ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 

 

 

 


