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S3 PGL Trip 
A report on an action packed week by Ailsa Campbell and Kirsty Grant 

We arrived on Sunday after a 26 hour bus journey.  Everyone was so glad to 

get there and see their cabins.  After 

lunch we went down to the river and 

had fun in the water.  Our first 

activity early on Monday morning 

was canyoning, which was amazing, 

probably the best activity of the trip.  

We then went to 

a little town for 

ice-cream and to 

look round the 

shops.  The following day we went to the Haribo museum 

and everyone bought lots of sweets.  Later, we went to a 

historic town 

called Avignon.  

We had our 

lunch in the 

gardens which were really pretty.  

Then we went to the centre and 

looked around the shops and had 

a go on a carousel.  When we got 

back to the PGL centre we had a 

water fight in the river before we 

had a karaoke session in the bar.  

Wednesday was our first day 

canoeing down the Ardèche and it was extremely picturesque.  We canoed  
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16km and by the end of the day 

everyone’s arms were aching.  

That evening we had a quiz.  On 

Thursday we canoed the rest of 

the Ardèche which was a further 

14km.  We stopped for ice-

cream before heading back to 

the centre.  Overall, the 

canoeing was fabulous.  We had 

our disco that night and it was lots of 

fun.  Friday was our last day and in 

the morning we tried archery and 

climbed Jacob’s Ladder.  Then we 

had lunch before going on the 

Hannibal Trek.  Then sadly everyone 

had to pack and get ready to go.  PGL 

was the best trip ever!  Everyone had 

so much fun and people even cried when we left!  

 

S3 Normandy Trip 
A report by Christina McGregor and Jessica Macfarlane 

 On Sunday the 10th of May suitcases were being checked and people were 

running around trying to make sure they didn’t forget anything.  It felt like 7pm 

took forever to arrive.  Finally, it was time to leave North Berwick and 

everyone clambered onto the waiting bus waving to family and chattering 

excitedly to the people sitting beside them. After so much planning, we were 

finally leaving. 
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For an hour or two, everyone was very excited, talking about everything we’d 

be doing once we reached Normandy.  Before long, however, people started to 

settle down for the 10 hour bus journey to Portsmouth.  Not many of us got 

much sleep - most people were still wide awake on arrival at the port at 5am.    

Unfortunately, instead of the expected 6 hour crossing to Caen we were 

diverted to Roscoff, adding 5 more hours to the trip due to a strike at the port.  

We were appointed to a cinema lounge with recliners so that we could finally 

rest.  For those who didn’t sleep there were limbo competitions and karaoke 

upstairs! 

The diversion meant there was a 5 hour drive to our hotel, the Chateaux du 

Baffy, and it was 1am when we finally lugged our suitcases up the gravel path 

and saw for the first time where we would be staying for the next week.    

The next morning we had a delayed breakfast because of our arrival time.  Off 

we went to 

Arromanches for a 

full day of Mrs 

Brownlee’s History 

lectures!  The first 

stop of the day was 

the 360 degree 

cinema which was 

showing a film called 

“100 jours de 

Normandie” about the lead up to the D-day landings. There were 9 screens 

surrounding us trying to give us an accurate representation of the horror the 

soldiers felt so long ago – it really was an emotional experience and many of us 

had tears in our eyes.  We walked down to the D-day museum, where we 

watched a Pathe newsreel of footage showing the construction of the 

Mulberry Harbours.  Then we were given free time to explore the town 

including the Mulberry Harbours themselves.  In our time exploring the town 

many of us enjoyed our first crêpe of the week!   From Arromanches we went 

to the surrounding cliffs to look at the German gun posts and no-one could 

believe the size of them.  We visited Omaha Beach cemetery where we found 

the graves of the Niland brothers (Saving Private Ryan was based on their 

story) and the grave of Theodore Roosevelt.   The final stop was the German 

cemetery, a real contrast to the white and gold if the American one as many of  
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the Germans were buried in mass graves and granite is used for headstones 

making it seem very dark in comparison. 

With heavy hearts we headed back to the Chateau, nonetheless the mood was 

soon lifted by ‘degustation’ as we got to sample the 

local delicacy of escargot and frogs legs.  That evening 

we had played an intense game of handball and 

introduced the concept of softball to the activities 

director. 

The next few days took us all over Normandy and we 

experienced so much including a stop at the medieval 

town of Bayeux to see the British war cemetery where 

we laid a poppy wreath.  We viewed first-hand the 

Bayeux Tapestry made to commemorate the Norman Conquest of England in 

1066, and then we had a look at the Cathedral.  We also had the opportunity 

to work on our French speaking skills at a local market and an evening game of 

UV Ten Pin Bowling.  Thursday took us to Parc Asterix and thrill seeking on the 

rides! 

On the Friday we went to the town of Mont St Michel and we explored the 

cobbled streets.  A trip to Alligator Bay followed and in the evening we had a 

disco at the Chateau and everyone had the opportunity to show off their 

dancing skills including the activities director, Sonny! 

On Saturday, our last day, we went to the Pegasus Bridge followed by a frantic 

shopping trip to the hypermarket.  Finally we boarded the ferry (a 6 hour 

crossing this time) and arrived back in North Berwick around 7.30am on 

Sunday morning. 

Overall we had an amazing trip and we would like to thank all of our teachers 

for taking us and making it so much fun.  Thank you Mrs Brownlee, Miss 

Auchnie, Mrs Livingstone, Mr Maxwell, Mr Forshaw and of course, Bruce 

Brownlee who never failed to put a smile on our faces.  
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S1 Science Centre Trip 

The S1s enjoyed a trip to the Glasgow Science Centre during activities week.  

This trip is always popular, and allows students 

to gain some hands on science 

experience, challenging their 

preconceptions and hopefully 

helping to foster a genuine 

interest in the sciences. 

Students went head to head to 

see who has the quickest reactions and steadiest hand with the wiggly wire 

and found out that not all is what it seems in the Illusions area. 

They also had the opportunity to explore the science behind human health and 

well-being by trying out the giant hamster 

wheel, performing a virtual autopsy and 

showing some moves at the DNA disco. 

Students also visited the 

IMAX 3D Cinema to see 

Hubble 3D.  Students 

journeyed through 

distant galaxies and 

explored the grandeur and mysteries of our celestial 

surroundings.  They also saw some of the difficulties 

experienced by astronauts when undertaking space walks and the general 

challenges of space travel.  
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School’s Show jumping, Floors Castle, Kelso 

Earlier this month, S4 student Rachel Jackson 

and her pony Jay travelled to Floors Castle in 

Kelso to represent NBHS as an individual in the 

1.05m show jumping class.  Over 20 schools 

were represented from all over Scotland and 

North East England and Rachel jumped a lovely 

round to finish an excellent 4th. 

  

 
Ben Signs for Hibernian FC 

Congratulations to S5 student Ben Stirling, who recently attended his 
Hibernian 
Academy graduation 
ceremony at Easter Road as 
he signed a professional 2 
year contract with the 
club.  Ben has 
previously represented and 
captained the NBHS football 
team as well as Cavalry Park 
BC.  He has worked 
extremely hard for this 
opportunity, juggling his 
football and school 
work.  We are that sure we will see him in the first team very soon - well done, 
Ben! 

 

 

 

 

Ben signing his contract with Hibernian manager, Alan Stubbs 
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Clara Is Scottish Women’s Champion 

We are delighted to congratulate ex NBHS pupil Clara 
Young who at 18 has become the youngest Scottish 
Women’s Golf Champion since 1982. 

Clare won the title on the last green in an extremely close 
match which saw the finalists share nine birdies and an 
eagle. 

Congratulations Clara, on your amazing achievement! 

   

S2 Pupil Reaches Final of BBC Radio 2 Writing 
Competition 
 
2G2 pupil Ella Higgins’ story “Forget-Me-
Not” has been selected in the top 50 in the 
age 10-13 category of BBC Radio 2’s national 
500 Words competition.  This year saw a 
record – breaking 120,421 entries to the 
competition and the top 50 finalists in each 
category were selected by the Reading 
Agency before being read by the judging 
panel, which included Charlie Higson, 
Francesca Simon, Frank Cottrell Boyce, 
Malorie Blackman and Richard Hammond.  Ella has travelled to London for the 
final and we wish her good luck and look forward to hearing about her exciting 
experience.  You can read Ella’s story online by following this link:  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/55ChltTtMtwlVzxfDJ3sqD1/forget
-me-not 
 
 
 

Please do send any news that you would like to see included in this 
newsletter to ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
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