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News 
 

Malaptop Fundraising 

Malaptop is a Scottish 

charity which works in 

schools and 

communities to collect 

used laptops and 

reallocate the 

resources to Malawi. 

The NBHS Malaptop 

group is made up of S6 pupils Bethany Hitchen, Eoin Patrick, Bobby Penman, 

Ewen Andersen, Becca Collins, Cleo Denholm, Kieren Shields and Ciaran Carr.  

They have been promoting the charity and gathering laptop donations over the 

year and also fundraising to pay for the shipping of the laptops to Malawian 

schools.  To date, the group has collected 18 laptops which have been sent to 

the charity to have their data erased.  Once this has been done, the laptops will 

be returned to the school and the group will install new software and 

applications ready for them to be shipped out to Malawi. 
 

Staff vs 1st X1 Hockey Match 

The staff team went into the 

annual fixture fully expecting 

to be beaten but were 

delighted when rookie Mr 

Jones scored to level the 

score at 1-1.  Most 

importantly, everyone had a 

lot of fun! 
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Heriot Watt Multilingual Debate 

A report by S5 pupils Lindsay Hart and Katherine Frost 

On Wednesday 25th of March, the Languages Department attended the 

Multilingual Debate at 

Heriot-Watt University.  This 

is an annual event designed 

to showcase the interpreting 

skills of both undergraduate 

and postgraduate students 

on language translation 

courses at the university.  

The event took the form of a 

formal debate, with two 

teams arguing for and 

against the motion: “This 

House believes that the rise of the machine will end the era of the linguist,” in 

a variety of different languages, including Spanish, French and German.  

The audience of 800 mostly came from secondary schools across the UK, but 

there were also students who were considering the course.  The audience 

were given headphones allowing us to listen to what the main speaker was 

saying or what the translators were interpreting into another language.  It was 

fascinating for us to see this kind of skill in translation and interpreting, 

especially as language students, and for those of us considering languages at 

university, it was perhaps a glimpse into a potential future.  Admittedly, we 

may have felt a little too proud when we managed to catch vocabulary that we 

understood, even if it was only a simple phrase like “of course”! 
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The audience could also 

participate by putting 

questions to the speakers in 

any language they wished – 

this allowed not only the 

university students but also 

pupils from the 

secondary schools to 

showcase their language 

skills.  We were given the 

opportunity to vote on the motion before and after the debate to see if we had 

been influenced by the speakers’ arguments.  Fortunately, the vote revealed 

that over 80% of the audience did not believe that the machine would lead to 

the demise of the linguist – a reassuring figure for the language teachers and 

students, alike.  

The debate was dynamic and interesting, with many insightful and thought 

provoking points put across by all of the speakers.  Not only this, but 

witnessing the language skills of the university students was awe-inspiring and 

has perhaps encouraged some of the S5 language students to pursue a career 

in languages beyond school.  Overall, the multilingual debate was an incredible 

experience that we would highly recommend to anyone who has - as the S5s 

have this year - a passion for languages.  
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Horse Riding Club Update 

Our March training session saw four riders taking part at Luffness Equestrian, 

Aberlady.  We were extremely lucky with the weather and the riders were 

practising flatwork and jumping exercises, some in preparation for the 

Kilgraston Schools Combined Training event in April.  The groups were of mixed 

experience with some jumping 1m 15cm and the others jumping small courses 

for the first time.   

Our next training session is on the 10th April at Luffness.  Any new members are 

welcome to attend.  This is the last training prior to the Kilgraston Schools 

event where NBHS will be represented by pupils Zoe O’Connor (S2) and Rachel 

Jackson (S4). 

 

S1-3 Girls Football Cashback 7s 
  
A squad of 10 girls from S2 & S3 took part in this annual football tournament 
for East and Mid Lothian schools last week.  In the group stages there were 
excellent wins against Preston Lodge HS (2-0: Rebecca Bowden, Kirsty 
Morrison) and Musselburgh GS (5-0: Kirsty Morrison 2, Amy Edwards, Amy 
Struthers, o.g.), which left NBHS as group winners. 
  
The final was against a very strong and experienced team from Lasswade HS. 
Solid defensive play from Anya Rasch-Murphy and a superb display in goals 
from Hannah Dean limited the score to a 3-0 victory for Lasswade. 
  
Congratulations to all the girls on a great performance and many thanks to Mr 
Simmonds (PE) for coaching them. 
  
Squad: Rebecca Bowden, Amy French, Amy Edwards, Amy Struthers, Roslyn 
Griffiths, Beth Poole, Zoe Laidlaw, Kirsty Morrison, Hannah Dean, Anya Rasch-
Murphy. 
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NBHS Pupils in Home Nations Junior Golf 
Championship 

A report by James Chalmers, S4 
 

On Friday 13th 

March, NBHS 

pupils Graeme 

Chalmers, James 

Chalmers, William 

Ladbrooke, Calum 

Black and ex pupil 

Oliver Ladbrooke 

formed part of the 

Gullane Junior Golf 

team which flew 

out of Edinburgh 

to Malaga, Spain 

to take part in the 

Home Nations Junior Golf Championship, which was held over four days at 

Antequera Golf Club, about one hour’s drive north of the airport. 

On Saturday, following breakfast, we headed by taxi to the golf club, which was 

about a ten minute drive into the hills from the hotel.  We spent some time on 

the range and on the putting green and later on walked some of the holes to 

get a feel for the course.  Antequera is a typical Spanish course with many 

lakes and lots of trees, which is something we are not used to after playing in 

the thick rough of our home club Gullane.  

Sunday was the official practice round for all players, after which we were all 

ready for the challenge of the proper matches. 

On Monday, the first day of competition, we faced Carmarthen from Wales. 

Throughout the warm sunny day, the matches remained close.  It stayed this 

way to end and the result was a fair 3 all draw. 

On day two - St Patrick’s Day of all days - we faced the Irish team Carlton 

House.  The luck was with the Irish as they narrowly defeated us 4-2, despite 

good performances. 
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On Wednesday we faced the “Auld Enemy” - the English team Rochford 

Hundred.  We started very well and at the half way point we were leading 

comfortably at 5-1. 

However, just like in the 6 

nations, the English fought 

back in a tense second half 

for a 4-2 victory.  The 

weather on this day took a 

turn for the worse and the 

waterproofs were required.  

On the final day we faced 

the other Welsh team, 

Maesteg, in a final match. 

With pride still on the line 

we battled hard for an eventual 4-2 victory - a perfect end to a fantastic week 

of golf. 

That evening we attended a Gala Dinner where the prize giving took place. The 

lowest handicap player in our team, Andrew Ni (Stewart’s Melville) won player 

of the week having won all 4 of his matches.  

Although we never managed to win in Spain, it was a great experience for 

everyone.  We earned the respect of our opponents and we did the club 

proud.  Our thanks must go the parents, coaches and sponsors that made this 

trip possible.  Also, a big thank you to NHBS for allowing us have the time away 

to compete. 

Team, Oliver Ladbrooke (C), Graeme Chalmers (C), James Chalmers, William 

Ladbrooke, Calum Black, Andrew NI, Joanne Free and Kieran Wyness.  

 

And finally… 

We wish everyone a very happy and restful Easter break.  Please feel free to 

send any news that you would like to see included in the newsletter to 

ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 

 

 


