
 
FRIDAY 30th January 2015 

News 
 

This week the school has seen the return of the S2 skiers and also the S4s from 
their work experience.  It has been fantastic to hear the stories the students 
have about their exciting weeks and we are pleased to be able to share some 
photos from the ski trip as well as comments from a few of our S4 students 
about their time spent experiencing a work environment.  In addition we have 
news about the S2 activities week, sporting updates, classroom activities and 
individual achievement.  We hope you enjoy this action packed edition of our 
weekly newsletter. 
 

Ski Trip 2015 
                                                                             
Last week saw 85 North Berwick S2 students 
make the 30 hour coach trip to La Thuile for a 
week of skiing. Situated in the Aosta Valley in 
the Italian Alps, the resort is renowned for the 
variety and number of slopes it has to offer, 
including extensive slopes for beginners.  After a 
cloudy beginning to the week the skies cleared 

revealing spectacular views of the 
surrounding Alpine peaks, 
including Mont Blanc in France 
and the Matterhorn on the 
border with Switzerland. 
 
The group consisted of skiers of 

all abilities, from complete beginners to experts.  The days began with lessons 
running from 09:30 to 14:30, and then students had the option to ski on with 
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members of staff and adult helpers.  
Late afternoons and evenings were 
filled with après ski activities ranging 
from bum boarding and pizza nights to 
karaoke 
and a 

disco.  
Safe to 

say 
there 

were a lot of tired students (and members of 
staff!) by the end of the week, and the coach 
journey home was wonderfully quiet! 

 
 
 
 
 
All of the students received a 
certificate at the end of the week 
informing them of the ski level they 
had achieved.  The instructors had only 
positive things to say about both the 

behaviour of the children and how far their skiing had progressed throughout 
the week.  These sentiments were echoed by members of the public who took 
the time to get in touch with the school to praise the exemplary behaviour of 
the students, and what a credit they were to the school. Well done to the all 
the students who took part! 
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S2 Activities Week 

The S2s who did not attend the ski trip were also kept busy with an action-

packed activities week. 

The week started off on a 

cold but beautiful morning 

with outdoor education 

activities, where the group 

were given an introduction 

to navigation and bushcraft.  

Pupils had a chance to try 

out orienteering and 

geocaching and then their artistic and technical 

skills were put to good use making wood cookie 

mobiles.  Later on they tied themselves in knots 

making Paracord bracelets.  To finish the morning 

off they enjoyed a hot chocolate and toasted 

marshmallows on the fire.   

A trip to the zoo followed on Tuesday where the students’ bravery was tested 

as they were given the opportunity to handle rats, cockroaches, snails and a 

snake!   

Another trip out followed on 

Wednesday with a visit to Dynamic 

Earth.  Pupils had the opportunity to 

learn about the solar system and 

astrology.  They were taken back in 

time to Earth’s formation and then 

enjoyed a series of interactive exhibits 

using state of the art technology and 

even a 4D encounter, enabling them to 

feel the heat of a bubbling volcano, 

face the chill of polar ice and fly across the globe before crash landing in a 

tropical rainforest. 
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Thursday saw the students out again, this time on a trip to the Omni Centre 

where they enjoyed pizza at Frankie & Benny’s 

before settling down with drinks and popcorn to 

watch 

Paddington. 

 

Finally a 

morning of fun, sporty activities and 

party games ensured that the week 

ended on a high.  What a fantastic 

week, packed full of fun and variety 

and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

S1 Election Campaign 

The first year rota of Modern Studies looks at Democracy in Scotland.  After 
learning about who our representatives are, what they do for us and how they 
come to be elected, the class take on the task of creating their own 

election.  The class 
split into groups and 
formed 'parties' and 
developed the policies 
they would like to see 
implemented in the 
school; these ranged 
from ipads installed 
into desks to free trips 
to the cinema every 
month!  Each party 
created their own 

party political broadcast and then on 'election day' the class viewed each 
broadcast and took part in a secret ballot to vote for the party they felt had the 
most persuasive campaign.  1G were excellent and really threw themselves 
into the campaign.  Very well done! 
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S4 Work Experience 

The S4s have retured from their week of work experience and it has been so 

encouraging to hear the positive comments, both from the students and from 

the businesses and establishments they have worked with.  Here are just a few 

of the remarks our S4s have made: 

 

“I enjoyed looking after the small animals and the horses, the people were all 

friendly and I loved my work experience – I hope to return.” 

Elley Thomson, East Links Family Park 

 

“I have been offered an apprenticeship in the summer, it’s the career of my 

choice.  I really enjoyed my week and eventually carved my own name into 

stone!” 

Kyle Roderick, Stone Mason, St Mary’s Church, Historic Scotland 

 

“I had never really thought about working with young children before my 

work experience but I really enjoyed it and may consider it as a career.” 

Jamie Clydesdale, Law Primary School 

 

“I built bike wheels and a custom scooter for the shop to sell and I would really 

like to go back there and work full-time.” 

Liam Allen, Belhaven Bikes 

 

“I hope to return to this work environment, I really love working outdoors 

and I know for certain this is the type of work I want to do.” 

Josh Coppinger, Luffness Golf Course 

 

“As a result of my work experience I am now going there every Monday to 

learn more.” 

Hamish Thomson, Howard Selby Garage 
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Owen Jumps into Record Books 

Congratulations are due to Owen 

Ashall, 1G, who at the second 

meeting of the Scottish Athletics 

Indoor League at the Emirates 

Arena in Glasgow earlier this month, 

broke the Scottish Under 13s boys’ 

indoor high jump record with a leap 

of 1.62 metres. 

Owen is currently ranked number 1 

in the UK for his age group in this event.  Very well done! 

 

Football Results 

S5/6 Lothians League Watsons 3 - NBHS 4     

What a terrific comeback from 3-0 down in the second half.    

Our goal scorers were Cameron Alexander, Alex Tait, Cameron Sibley and Nick 

Allan.  Well done to all of the squad! 

S1 Plate, round 1  NBHS 4 - St Ambrose HS 5 

An entertaining, end to end game saw NBHS edged out by a last minute winner 

by St Ambrose.   

Our goal scorers were Owen Mackle (2), Robbie Wallace and Cameron Isaac. 

Future Fixture: 

S2 Plate, round 1  NBHS vs Bathgate Academy 

Wednesday 4th February, at the school astro, kick off 5.15pm. 

 

And finally…      

Please do send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter 

to ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk                                         


