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News 
 

Burns Supper 

The annual Burns Supper took place in the School Hall on Friday 30 January. 

The event was 

organised by 

our fantastic 

Parent Teacher 

Association who 

did everything 

from cooking a 

wonderful 

supper to decorating the Hall. Our S6 pupils were stars 

of the show: Murdo Lunn piped in the 

haggis; Jonathan Crain, Depute Head 

Boy, gave a lively ‘Address to the 

Haggis’; Sarah Dunlop, Depute Head 

Girl, gave a thoughtful and amusing Immortal Memory. The 

Toast to the Lassies was given by Tom Lansdown, Head Boy, 

with a spirited reply from Isla Wightman, Head Girl. Their 

speeches were very witty, with many interesting observations 

about both the laddies and the lassies! We were also 

entertained by some lovely Burns’ music played by the strings 

and guitar ensembles, with S5 pupil Angus Nelson giving a 

beautiful rendition of ‘Corn 

Rigs’ and Rachel Jackson and 

Mhairi Cowan impressing with 

their graceful Highland dancing. The finale of 

the evening was music from the Clappy Doo 

Ceilidh Band, who had everyone up dancing –

parents, teachers and pupils alike.  
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S3 Goat Gift 

At the end of their unit on Religion and the environment, S3 pupils were given 
the challenge of developing a project which would impact on climate change 
by either educating people, raising awareness or helping to alleviate 

the damage.  They then chose one project to 
take forward and actually carry out. 

The Awesome Goat Project was the winning 
project - the class worked together to raise 
funds to buy a goat for a family in Africa who 
are finding it harder to survive in harsher 
conditions. The goat will eat  the 
poorest vegetation and provide milk and 
dairy products in return, plus manure to 
fertilise the ground. 

The great news - they raised enough money for not one but two goats! 

No kidding!   

Well done S3 and the Awesome Goat Project, a step towards climate justice. 

International Visitors 

On Thursday 22nd Jan, a delegation of 7 
teachers of English came to visit NBHS from 
their schools in the Chungnam Province of 
South Korea. The teachers, here under the 
auspices of the English Language Teaching 
Centre (University of Edinburgh), were 
interested to see how Scottish education 
looks in action. They visited a range of classes 
in English, French, Art, HE, Drama and 
Science and left with a very good impression of our young people and of the 
school in general. 

Next week, we are looking forward to welcoming a group of teachers from 
Panama, giving some of our students the opportunity to learn more about 
education in other countries. 
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S1 Drama - Paradise Project 

This week on our S1 Drama “Paradise Project”, 
our contestants have been hot-seating each 
other with in-depth questions, building dens to 
protect themselves against the elements and 
predators on the island and taking part in a 
torch-lit expedition over mountainous terrain in 
order to reach the lagoon where treasure lies. 
Further challenges this week have included 
creating a jewellery collection out of plasticine 
and paper clips, and presenting the finished 

results via a catwalk show – with hilarious results!  Stay tuned for next week's 
nominations when we find out who stays and who goes ... Big Sister will get 
back to you. 

 

The Strange Undoing Of Prudencia Hart  

In further drama news, rehearsals have begun for this year’s school play - The 
Strange Undoing of Prudencia Hart  - and it is proving to be a lot of fun.  
Recent rehearsals have seen crazy revellers strut their stuff to Kylie Minogue, 
replete with feather boas and outrageous banter. Sound intriguing? Then make 
room in your diary for this production which promises song, audience 
interaction, excitement and laughs-a-plenty. 

 

Prudencia Hart will be performed on the following nights: 

Wednesday 10th June, 7.30pm 

Thursday 11th June, 7.30pm 

Friday 12th June, 7.30pm 
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Sporting Success 

Bright but cold weather greeted players and spectators at NBHS on Saturday 
for an action-packed morning of sport. Two rugby bowl matches, and one 
hockey plate match, as well as regular fixtures for one rugby team and three 

hockey teams meant 
it was a busy day. 

The S1 hockey 
teams kicked off the 
action against 
Firrhill – the As 
winning 2-0 and the 
Bs drawing 2-2. The 
1st XI then followed 
in their East District 

Plate match, also against Firrhill. NBHS started well, but were put under 
pressure by a Firrhill side who looked sharper and more determined. At half 
time, Firrhill had a 1-0 lead. The second half brought lots of chances for NBHS, 
but it was only with three minutes left on the clock that Becky Trainer and Roz 
Renwick linked up beatifully to score the equalising goal and take the match 
into running penalties. Running penalties involve one striker against the 
goalkeeper – the striker has 8 
seconds to score. After some 
excellent goalkeeping from Chloe 
Kynoch, and some clinical 
finishing from Isla Wightman, 
Becky Trainer, Kathryn 
Wilson  and Roz Renwick, NBHS 
emerged victorious by 4 goals to 
2 in the penalty shoot-out. They 
now face Loretto for a place in 
the final – date and time TBC. 
The S3 girls finished off the matches with Firrhill with a 6-2 win. All in all a very 
successful morning of hockey. 

On the rugby pitches, there was lots going on too. The S1/2 team started off 
proceedings with a convincing 39-17 victory against Lasswade. This included a 
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try from debutant Tadgh Woodhead-Flanagan and a first try for this team from 
Mackenzie Swanston. The U16s followed suit, with a 50-7 win over Lasswade, 
in the Brewin Dolphin Bowl competition, and the 1st XV completed the set 
with a 53-5 win over Linlithgow, also in the Brewin Dolphin Bowl competition. 
We now await to hear the opposition for the U16 and U18 teams in the next 
round of the Bowl competitions. 

After a frustrating few weeks of cold weather, rendering hockey and rugby 
pitches unplayable, it was a great way to get back to Saturday morning 
fixtures.  Thank you to all those who braved the cold and came along to 
support us. 

S2 Football 

NBHS is now through to the second round of the Scottish Schools U14 Plate, 
having beaten Bathgate Academy 6 - 2 on Wednesday.  Scorers were Alex 
Allan, Ethan Williams, Campbell Notley, Kirsty Morrison (2) and Tadgh 
Flanagan-Woodhead.  We are now looking forward to a home tie against either 
Clyde Valley HS or Preston Lodge HS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally…      

School Immunisation Programme 

Immunisation helps protect our communities from a wide range of 
illnesses. 

The teenage booster to ensure protection from tetanus, diphtheria and 
polio will be offered to pupils in S3 by the NHS Lothian school nurse team 
during March 2015.  Pupils will also be offered the MenC booster at this 
time to protect against meningitis and septicaemia (blood poisoning) 
caused by meningococcal group C bacteria. 

Pupils in S4-S6 who missed the teenage booster in previous years will 
also be offered this again. 
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Please do send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter 

to ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk                                         


