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With the exams well and truly underway for our senior pupils, last week the 
timetable for our S1, 2 and 3 pupils was suspended as they enjoyed a variety of 
trips and events on their activity weeks.  This newsletter includes a report on 
the S3 Highland trip - look out for articles on some of the other trips and an 
account of NBHS’s excellent results at the recent Youth Games in the coming 
weeks. 
 

S3 Highland Adventure  

The S3 Highland trip got off to a murky start, with lashings of rain to greet us as 

we approached Oban.  That did not dampen anyone’s 

spirits however, and our 12 intrepid adventurers 

boldly set forth on Monday morning, after a good 

meal and a comfortable sleep, with ne’er a 

backwards glance. 

Over the course of the next three days we 

endeavoured to travel by boat and by foot up the 

length of Loch Etive, from Bonawe to Gualachulain, a 

whopping 51 miles by car or 18km as the crow flies. We sided with the crows 

on this one! 

During our wild camping and bothying 

experience, we learned about camp craft, 

“Leave No Trace” principles, how to make 

a fire and how to store firewood in a 

bothy.  We learned about bothy etiquette 

and were able to compare a public bothy 

with one that had more restricted access 

(the one in which we were staying).  We 

also whittled some spoons and spent a 
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blissful two days amusing ourselves 

without the need for internet 

connection, electricity or any running 

water apart from the fresh spring water 

from the burn.  Some of us learned 

more than others about tics (euch!) and 

how to find a light switch in a building 

that is not hooked up to the national 

grid.  Although it did not feel like it, we 

were really quite remote – a three-hour 

walk either way from the nearest road.  

After a rainy Tuesday, the Sun graced us 

with its presence on Wednesday and 

largely stayed with us until the end of 

the week.  We made it to Kinlochleven, where we dried our kit, had a wash and 

a feed.  Perudo was one of the favourite activities in the evening and much 

noise was made as the boys tried 

to out-bluff each other! 

Our final activity took place on 

Thursday as we braved the high 

ropes course, the rock wall and the 

ice wall at the Ice Factor.  In 

keeping with the rest of the week, 

everyone participated with enthusiasm and good 

humour.  What a wonderful bunch of young men 

we took away!  Impeccable manners, a readiness 

to help and a good sense of humour were the 

call of the week.  You did yourselves proud, boys! 

The public bothy 

Our bothy 
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Friday marked our return home, 

but not before we had visited the 

impressive Cruachan Hydro 

Power plant on the banks of Loch 

Awe.  Truly, the internal 

workings did look like something 

from the set of a James Bond 

film, even if we still cannot 

decide who really was the best 

Bond…Sean Connery? Roger Moore?  Or even the mighty Pierce Brosnan?!  

Yes, really…! 

The week went slowly in all the right 

ways, and quickly in others.  It seems 

incredible now that it is over but I 

hope that the boys will take fond 

memories of the trip with them.  

Thank you all for being part of the S3 

Highland Adventure 2015! 

Miss Ritchie 

 

Triathlon Success for NBHS Pupils 

S6 pupil Euan Miles was overall winner at 

the recent North Berwick Novice 

Triathlon.  S4 pupil Noah Poole was also 

celebrating as the 1st placed local 

participant.  Organisers East Lothian 

Triathlon Club were grateful for the many 

helpers on the day, which included some 

of the NBHS pupils who will be visiting 

Malawi in 2016, and kindly donated £200 

to CHAS and £60 to Music for Malawi as 

thanks for their assistance. 

 
Please do send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter to 
ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 


