
 
 

 

 
 
Staff 
We recently interviewed for the vacant post of business education teacher. Unfortunately, we were not able 
to make an appointment so the post is being re-advertised. Until now, there has been no subject specialist 
teacher for business studies on the East Lothian Council supply list; however, we are hopeful that this 
situation is about to change and we may be able to get someone in to take over the classes until we make a 
permanent appointment. I am very grateful to the staff in the business and computing faculty for ensuring 
that all pupils in the subject are continuing to receive a positive learning experience. 
 
 
Growth Mindset  
Earlier this month, we held a presentation and workshop session for parents focusing on learning and the 
growth mindset. We received positive feedback on the event from those parents who attended. If you were 
unable to attend but you are interested in finding out more, do have a look at the Growth Mindset section 
of the school website, under School Information. This is a useful resource for parents in supporting their 
children with their learning, and we aim to update it regularly. 
 
 
Parent School Partnership   
Formerly known as the Parent Council, the name of this group has changed to reflect the importance of the 
idea of parents, pupils, staff and local councillors working in partnership for the benefit of all our pupils. You 
will be able to find out more information about the new PSP - including names of all members - on the 
Parents section of our school website, which is currently being updated. This session, we have a joint Chair 
of the PSP: Fiona Perry, who is the contact person for any correspondence and liaises regularly with me; and 
Mark Lucas, who chairs our PSP meetings. We meet around every six weeks in the School Library; dates, 
agendas and minutes can be found on the website. Our PSP meetings are open to all members of the parent 
forum (i.e. all parents and carers of pupils currently at NBHS) and everyone is welcome.  
 
There are three subgroups of the PSP, each focusing on an identified priority: Communications; Planning & 
Development; and Education (including curriculum and learning & teaching). We would be delighted if any 
parent would like to volunteer to join one of these subgroups; you do not have to be a member of the PSP 
to be on a subgroup. If you are interested, please contact me and I will pass on your details to the chair of 
the relevant subgroup.  
 
 
easyfundraising 
Here is an important message from our PTA: 
If you would like to help raise funds for the school – it’s easy! With Christmas fast-approaching, why not 
help NBHS every time you shop. Sign up to easyfundraising and the school will receive a donation from 
retailers when you shop online and in store. It won’t cost you a penny extra and it’s very easy to do. Go to 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/35MYTM/  to register and nominate NBHSPTA as your good 
cause to receive your donations. There are over 2,700 retailers participating in this scheme. Please take the 
time to do this – there is no doubt that every little helps.  
 
Another way of raising funds for our PTA is to buy your Christmas tree at Merryhatton: for every tree sold, a 
donation will kindly be given to the PTA. Look out for flyers at reception with details. If you are coming along 
to one of our wonderful Christmas concerts, you will be able to purchase refreshments from the PTA at the 
interval. There will also be a raffle held at each concert, with funds raised being divided between the PTA 
and our three chosen school charities. If you wish to hand in a raffle prize to the school office in advance, 
we would be very grateful.  
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Reading For Pleasure 
Our new librarian, Ms Wilson, is working with members of the literacy faculty and with pupils to develop the 
reading culture in the school. If you attended our recent parents’ evenings for S2, S5 and S6 pupils, you will 
have noticed the display encouraging everyone to become involved with this. I hope you took the 
opportunity to share your own favourite book! We aim to purchase 900 new books over the coming year, to 
match the number of pupils in the school, and the members of our PTA are planning ways of helping us to 
do that. Do watch out for more details of how you can be a part of making that happen. Ms Wilson and I are 
delighted that the PTA have provided funding for a selection of study guides and past papers for 
examination subjects, which are now available to pupils in the Library. 
 
 
Textbooks, Past Papers etc 
Still on the subject of reading, if you come across any school textbooks or library books in your home, please 
do send them into school. Unfortunately, we lose a fairly substantial amount of these resources each year 
when pupils fail to return them, despite our best efforts to chase them up. If you have any unused past 
papers for exam practice at home, we would welcome those too. Thank you. 
 
 
Car Parking   
I would like to reiterate an item in my October Update, as we are still having an issue with people parking 
inappropriately. Please do respect the double yellow lines outside the school and refrain from stopping 
there to drop off or collect children. The entrance should be kept clear at all times as it is required for our 
pupils with particular needs. If you are dropping off or collecting your child, please do so in a safe place well 
away from the front entrance. Likewise, the designated parking spaces for the disabled should not be used 
by anyone else. Thank you. 
 
 
School Dress Code   
As I said in my previous Update, I very much appreciate the support of our parents in ensuring that pupils 
follow the dress code. Now that the weather is colder, I am pleased to see that pupils are sensibly wearing 
coats to school. However, these should be removed in school and placed in the pupil’s locker or schoolbag 
while they are in the school building. There is no need for any outdoor coats or hoodies (including school 
hoodies) to be worn indoors. Can I also remind you that pupils should be wearing school trousers or skirts of 
a reasonable length – not jeans or leggings – and plain black footwear. I have been very impressed with how 
smart the majority of our pupils are in their school dress. They are a real credit to the school and, of course, 
to you. 
 
Connected Learning Network  
Our Connected Learning Network is now live. Pupils have been issued with pin numbers, and can gain access 
to the internet on their own devices. There is, however, no expectation that pupils must bring a device with 
them, as we continue to have many laptops and netbooks in school. We have chosen to launch our CLN 
quietly, with individual teachers deciding how this facility will be used in each lesson. We are exploring how 
to use this facility to enhance learning. Please note that, as with any valuable item brought into school, 
these devices are not insured by the school or local authority. You should ensure that if your child brings a 
valuable item to school it is covered by your home insurance policy. 
 
 
Support From the Start  
I have been asked to pass on the following information to all parents: 
Support from the Start is a network supported by East Lothian Council and Lothian NHS, designed to provide 
a broad spectrum of real support for families in our area. We know that the neurological development of 
early years is critically important in developing successful adults, and missing that chunk early on in life can 
take a lifetime to catch up. We also know it’s tough for parents, and that it takes a whole community of 
support to provide this early care. Support from the Start helps join up services that provide early years 



development and it works to fix any gaps. Support from the Start: offers bursaries for children to take part 
in classes and groups; regularly runs a Raising Children with Confidence course; provides regular learning 
sessions for early years practitioners and parents; and is running Baby PEEP early learning sessions for 
parents as well as Baby Massage and Early Years Drop Ins with partners over East Lothian.  All six clusters 
are active in areas which look at hardship and ways we can all support each other to create better situations 
for children. 
 
 
Christmas Dances 
December is a very special time in any school, and at NBHS we are very proud of our Christmas concerts, 
pantomime and dances (see dates below). Dress for our dances is smart, not casual, as these are very 
special occasions. We know that many of our boys enjoy wearing a kilt to the dance, and they look 
wonderful in their outfits as they birl round the Hall at the ceilidh. Please note, however, that kilts are not 
compulsory; a smart shirt and trousers is also appropriate.  
 
 
Communication  
If you have not already done so, please sign up for an email reminder of updates on our website. It’s easy – 
just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at the right hand side of the page. The PSP 
Communication subgroups is continuing to work to improve and update the website to make it as helpful to 
visitors as possible. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter, both of which can be accessed via the 
front page of the school website. Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any 
information, the first point of contact is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 
 

Craig House Mr Burgess  cburgess@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
 

You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                             or by a general email:  communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
 
December Dates for Your Diary (and some January ones too) 
  
 Tuesday 1 December   PTA meeting  

Thursday 3 December   Music for Malawi quiz night 
Monday 7 December   Christmas concert 
Tuesday 8 December   Christmas concert 
Thursday 10 December   S3/S4 dance 
Monday 14 December   S1 dance 
Tuesday 15 December   S2 dance 
Thursday 17 December   S6 pantomime 
Thursday 17 December   S5/S6 dance 
Tuesday 5 January   School opens at 8.39 am 
Thursday 7 January   S1 Parents’ Evening – 1C, 1G1, 1L1 
Wednesday 13 January   S1 Parents’ Evening – 1F, 1G2, 1L2 
Tuesday 19 January   Parent School Partnership meeting 

 
 
Lauren Rodger 
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
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