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Royal Scottish Academy Schools Art Awards 
 
Last month, the teachers in the Art and Design department were thrilled to 

discover that NBHS had three prize winners 
and five highly commended entrants for this 
year’s “Friends of the Royal Scottish Academy 
Schools Art Awards”.  The Schools Art Award 
is a competition open to all secondary schools 
in Scotland, which aims to encourage 
creativity and showcase talent. 
 
The three winners, Fraser Scott, Rory Milne 
and Tamsin Baird, attended a ceremony at 
the Royal Scottish Academy in Edinburgh, to 
find out that they had each won their age 
group prize in the New Entrant category. 
 
Everyone 
enjoyed the 

day, which Lindsey Michie, Chairman of the 
Friends of the Royal Scottish Academy, described 
as “a celebration of some of the very best of 
Scotland’s young creative talent, to showcase 
and reward the imaginative, creative and 
inspirational artworks.” 
 
Congratulations to our three worthy winners and 
also to Emily Blythe, Hannah Salt, Iona Robson, 
Emily Weaver and Emma Ramsay who were all 
awarded Highly Commended certificates. 

Winner of the New Entrant S1-S2 category   
by Tamsin Baird 
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International Visits 
 
Last term was a busy one for the language department, with three visits from 
international teachers to NBHS.  We welcomed teachers from Poland - Joanna 
Solik, Jolanta Rozmus, Dobrosława Egner and Marta Wierdak-Róż - as well as a 
delegation from South Korea - Koh Miyoung, Lee Seong-hyun James, Song Eun 
Suk Jacqueline, Song Kwang Ja and Cho Wonhaeng Jane.  We were also 
delighted to see another group of teachers from Panama. 

Our Polish colleagues visited for a week under the auspices of the wonderful 

Changing Habits for Good 

project run by ScotDec. 

This global citizenship 

initiative has brought 

together teachers from 

Bulgaria, Slovenia, Poland 

and Scotland to work 

together to explore 

innovative and effective 

ways of teaching the 

issues of social justice and 

citizenship to all of our 

young people. The project 

culminated in a conference with participation from teachers from all the 

countries involved.  We were delighted to offer our support to this project by 

welcoming our Polish colleagues to North Berwick High School and enabling 

them to have a brief glimpse into life in a Scottish secondary school. 

Less than a week later, teachers 

from South Korea joined us for a 

visit.  These colleagues came to 

Scotland in order to participate in a 

course run by Edinburgh College. 

While in school, they taught our 

pupils some Korean language (“ann-

yeong haseyo”!), presented 

information about Korea and took 

the opportunity to ask pupils and staff about our education system. 
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For the third time, teachers from Panama visited North Berwick High School as 
part of the five-year Panama Bilingue scheme, which is supporting the growth 
of English language learning in Panama.  Edinburgh College, along with Heriot-
Watt University, are two of the many Anglophone partners in Panama Bilingue 
delivering the residential training in Edinburgh to visiting Panamanian 
teachers. Within the framework of this training, Panamanian teachers make 
visits into secondary schools to see how our education system works and NBHS 
is proud to welcome international guests, whose visits enrich the life of our 
school.  
  
Panama Bilingue aims to train 10,000 teachers in English language and 
pedagogy over the next five years. The government's priority is to enable 
young Panamanians to be bilingual in Spanish and English to help them to 
compete more readily in the international market.  
  
Last term, 25 teachers from Panama spent the morning at North Berwick High 
School. They were welcomed and given a tour of the school by our Advanced 
Higher Spanish Class (Molly Stevenson, Lindsay Hart and Luisa Cousland) 
before spending time in groups with our Spanish Higher class talking in Spanish 
as preparation for the up-coming oral exams – perfect timing for our pupils! 
  
During their four-hour visit, the teachers were welcomed into all the faculties 
of the school to see a variety of subjects taught at different ages and levels and 
they commented warmly on the buoyant ethos of the school and the positive 
relationships between staff and pupils.  We look forward to the next visit from 
our international colleagues. 
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Multilingual Debate 
Adding to their already busy 
term, the some of our senior 
languages pupils also attended a 
multilingual debate held by 
Heriot-Watt University.  The 
debate explored whether it 
should be a recognised and 
implemented human right to 
access public services in your 
native language.  In addition to 
the debate itself being 

interesting, it was also fascinating to observe students of interpreting at work 
and to see how such an event is organised.  Everyone left with a deeper 
respect for the work that interpreters do and a valuable insight into one of the 
many career options the study of languages offers. 
 
 

French Café 
 
S1 pupils had the 
chance to enjoy 
some French treats 
last month at 
NBHS’s annual 
French café.  In 
addition to sampling 
baguettes, 
croissants and pains 
au chocolat, the 
pupils were able to 
practice ordering 
their food in French.  
Thank you to our S6 
helpers who were excellent role models to our younger pupils.  
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The S1 “Duke Street Biscuit Challenge” 
 
Continuing the culinary theme, last week saw the live final of our S1 Duke 
Street Biscuit Challenge.  Our S1s have been working hard to create their own 

biscuit, coming up with some 
excellent, innovative ideas and 
even designing the packaging for 
their product.  Lisa Johnson from 
event caterers Duke Street joined 
head teacher Mrs Rodger and 
depute head Mrs Cairns to judge 
the competition.  The close fought 
battle to win “Duke Street Biscuit 
of the Year” was won by Jamila 
Sode-Woodhead and Gavin Verma 

for their strawberry mousse and chocolate creation, “The Strawberry Delight”.  
This biscuit will now be made by all the S1s and sold in school to raise money 
for the school charities.  A big well done to all of our S1s for their hard work 
and enthusiasm, and thank you to our judges who were faced with a very 
tough decision! 

 
Please send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter to 

communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 


