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  NORTH BERWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

  

1. Welcome 
In her first meeting as Chair, Sandra extended a warm welcome to everyone. Joanne Bloomfield 
had come along to talk about a fundraising event. This would be Carl’s last meeting and a huge 
thanks go to him for his support over the years. 

2. Minutes of 25 October 2016 Meeting 

 Approved subject to a change in item 6 – Xmas trees. We were not sure what the donation from 
Merryhatton was and therefore agreed to remove reference to an actual £ amount. 
 
ELC licences – Anne drew attention to requirements on the licences for risk assessments and food 
handling documentation. She agreed to contact the Council for a proforma or further advice. 

3. Afternoon Tea Event 

 Joanne shared information on a very successful fundraiser organised by Dunbar Grammar School.  
This involved an afternoon tea with Prosecco.  After discussion we agreed this would be a good 
event for the PTA to host and Saartje agreed to lead on this.  A possible date of 25 March 2017 was 
agreed, subject to checking the calendar for school events and availability of a venue etc.  A thanks 
was extended to Joanne for her attendance. 

4. Christmas Concerts – 5 and 6 December 

 General discussion on arrangements for these events.  Sandra advised that S6 pupils had 
volunteered to help out when she was at the Senior Council meeting.  Anne to contact Tesco to see 
if they would donate mince pies and shortbread as in previous years.  An approach to Aldi’s could 
also be made if necessary. 

5. Burns Supper – 27 January 2017 

 Agreed to hold an initial planning meeting on 12 December for this event followed up by a full PTA 
meeting on 10 January 2017. Claire volunteered to help produce the programme. 
Noted that James Elderfield (S5) had offered to serve as Piper. 

6. Monthly Prize Draw and Parent Evenings 

 Patricia advised that recruitment of new members at the recent S2 Parent Evening had not been as 
successful as anticipated.  Asking younger pupils to engage parents might work better. This was 
one of the main opportunities to promote the prize draw. 
Discussion was held about making a donation presentation to the school at the Christmas 
Concerts.  Update: Committee subsquently agreed by email (29.11.16) that a donation of £2k 
should be made from the Friends Account for the Library Project.  
 
 

Date of Meeting Monday 14 November 2016 

Venue Conference Room, North Berwick High School 

Purpose PTA Meeting 

Present Catherine Amis, Joanne Bloomfield (part meeting), Louise Crain, Saartje Drijver 
(part meeting), Hannah Fox, Sandra Gemmell, Patricia Gibb, Claire Prete, Carl 
Roderick, Adam Whiteside (Head Boy), Anne Whiteside 

Apologies 
 

Allison Frostwick, Caroline Hitchen, Fiona Reville, Lauren Rodger, Evelyn 
Swanston, Mandy Thomson, Carolyn Wales 

Minutes taken by Anne Whiteside 

Next Meeting Tuesday 12 December 2016 (Burns Supper preparatory meeting) 
10 January 2017 
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7. Communications Sub Group 

 Patricia advised she will step down from the sub-group as soon as possible due to the heavy 
workload she has with the administration workload of the Monthly Prize Draw. 
(Update received after the meeting – Carolyn to lead and sub group to meet soon.  Mandy 
Thomson has agreed to join this sub-group and if anyone else is interested in helping out then 
contact Carolyn or Anne.)   
Anne to post last meeting’s minutes on PTA page of school website. 
 

8. Grant Funding Sub Group 

 Sandra was leading this group and Hannah had agreed to assist. Main aim of the group was to find 
possible sources of external funding. From initial searches, Sandra advised we would need the 
school’s input in identifying suitable projects or needs to support any application.  Sandra to ask 
Lauren.  Louise’s husband had offered to help formulate applications in view of his experience in 
this area.  Noted that the Senior Pupil Council had various suggestions for funding requests and 
would be passing on a written request in due course. 

9. Future Events and Activities 

 Xmas trees - Carolyn to contact Merryhatton Garden Centre. 
 
Fundraising suggestions: 
Car Boot Sale – Carolyn to look at this and possible dates. 
Tesco Bag Pack – Update: Weekends are busy until January – Carolyn to pursue with Tesco, looking 
for a date in January and perhaps around Easter.  
Donation tins/bins – Sandra to ask Lauren if the PTA could use collecting tins/bins at events.  
General discussion again on the need for the parent forum (and the wider population) to know the 
budget restrictions on the school and just how difficult it is for the school and staff to manage.    
We need to get this message across to parents in the hope of generating more engagement with 
our fundraising efforts. 
 
Sandra advised that a school organised event - Mental Health and Well-being - would be held on 
17 November in the Hope Rooms at 7 pm.  The PTA had been asked to serve refreshments at the 
start and Sandra and Anne would take this on although a further helper was required. 
 

10. Easyfundraising 

 Anne outlined Easyfundraising whereby the school receives a donation from retailers – a % of 
spend – when people are signed up to Easyfundraising and nominate the school as their ‘good 
cause’.  This is the best time of year to promote easyfundraising.  Claire agreed to make the staff 
aware and Anne to provide her with our flyers.  Further promotion through the school website and 
our facebook page and inclusion in the programme for the Burns Supper and hopefully the 
Christmas Concerts.  Anne to provide text. 

11. AOB 

 Catherine Amis (Treasurer) advised that receipts must be submitted for any expenses claim to be 
processed. 
 

12. Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 12 December 2016 at 7 pm – Burns Supper Planning Meeting 
Tuesday 10 January 2017 at 7 pm – full PTA meeting 

 


