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  NORTH BERWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

 

1. Welcome 
A warm welcome was extended to everyone.   

2. Minutes of AGM held on 29 September 2016 

 The minutes were approved.  Action: To be posted on school website. 

2. Report from Chair 

 Sandra Gemmell gave a report on the PTA’s activities over the last year.  She extended a 
massive thanks to all who had helped, to those who had served on the committee and those 
on our helpers list, to the janitorial and office staff, teachers and pupils, not forgetting the 
support of parents/carers over the year.  Thanks were also recorded for the generous 
donations given by local businesses, parents and others for our various raffles or direct 
financial donations. The work of the PTA was essential to help the school in these times of 
restricted budgets, and our fundraising is becoming increasingly important. 
 
We completed our fundraising in June 2017 for the Library Project (£6,500 over 2 years). 
This money is being used by the school Librarian to purchase 900 books, exam practice 
books, and various other novels purchased following recommendations from parents/carers 
as part of a consultation exercise last year.  Work has been undertaken to ‘rezone’ the 
library to make it more user-friendly and author visits held and planned. This has been a 
successful project with increased footfall in the Library and positive feedback received to 
date from pupils and staff. 
 
For this academic year, our fundraising efforts will be directed towards the purchase of a 
projector for the main hall (at an approximate cost of £4.2k) and we will also be fundraising 
to assist the school in its key initiative of mental health awareness support. 
 
The Communications Sub-Group (now led by Mandy Thomson) has produced its first 
quarterly newsletter and we hope parents/carers will find this informative.   
 
Thanks are also due to Carolyn Wales, a key player in the Communications Sub-Group, and 
Anne Whiteside, Secretary, who are both standing down from the committee.   

3. Report from Treasurer 

 Catherine Amis tabled the accounts for the year and gave a detailed report on funds raised 
and money spent.  The monthly prize draw had raised £3,462 (13% increase), donations had 
been received from McCarthy Stone (£1,000), Walker Homes (£250) and GSB (£150).  The 
Christmas concerts had raised 7% more than last year with the Spring concert 60% more 
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primarily due to increased refreshment ticket sales.  Our new event – the Fizz ‘Fancies 
afternoon tea in May had raised £826.  Unfortunately the Burns Supper, usually the main 
fundraiser, had raised only £86 due to lack of ticket sales and the format subsequently being 
changed to a sandwich buffet for pupils and ceilidh rather than a Burns Supper dinner.  
Other fundraising efforts such as the Tesco Bag Pack, the Merryhatton Christmas Trees and 
Easyfundraising raised £595.  Year end totals were Main Account £3203.05 and Friends 
Account (Prize Draw) £1793.29 but it should be noted that promised commitments were 
included in these figures. 
 
Going forward we should continue to identify new fundraising ideas, target local community 
funds which might be applied for, and work with school staff and pupils to identify the right 
projects for our fundraising. 
 
A vote of thanks was recorded to Catherine in her first year as Treasurer. 

4. Accounts to year ended 31 July 2007 

 The accounts were reviewed and approved. 

5. Appointment of Independent Auditor for the accounts y/e 31 July 2018 

 Catherine advised that Andrew Struthers had agreed to audit the account for a further year 
and this was approved. 

6. Report from Prize Draw Administrator 

 Patricia Gibb the Prize Draw Administrator was unable to attend but Anne Whiteside tabled 
the report on her behalf. The monthly prize draw is a ‘private society’ lottery with members 
paying £18 for an annual subscription.  Funds raised over the last 2 years were directed to 
the Library Project. This year fundraising would be visual equipment for the school hall and 
mental health support initiatives. 
 
Changes recorded in 2017 were the development of a formal set of rules governing the 
operation of the prize draw and an increase in the prize pot from one prize monthly of £40 
to two prizes monthly, £50 and £25. 
 
The membership currently hovers at 200 and retention is a problem.  There was a discussion 
on the possibility of using standing orders for payment as a way of helping retention.  It was 
acknowledged that some people do pay by standing order but that this might be 
administratively onerous however this feedback would be relayed to the Administrator.  
There was a discussion on the possibility of increasing the price of the annual fee and it was 
unclear if this had been considered at all but would be raised at a future PTA meeting with 
Patricia.   
 
The objective for 2017/18 will be to maintain membership of the prize draw at around 200 if 
possible, and also to recruit a ‘helper’ with a view to taking over the administration of the 
draw from 2018/19 when the current Administrator will be standing down.  
 
A vote of thanks was recorded to Patricia for her hard work once again this year. 

7. Election of New Committee Members 

 Committee members who indicated they would continue serving were:  
Sandra Gemmell (Chair), Catherine Amis (Treasurer), Patricia Gibb (Prize Draw 
Administrator), Mandy Thomson (Communications Sub-Group), Louise Crain, Kevin 
McCarthy, Evelyn Swanston.  Hannah Fox, Lara Neri and Claire Prete agreed to continue as 
Teacher Representatives.  A new Secretary was required to take over the role from Anne 
Whiteside who was standing down.  It was agreed that the names of the new committee 
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would be posted on the PTA page of the school website in due course and all were in 
agreement that this could be done. 

8. Constitution 

 Anne Whiteside advised that the Committee had been working over the year on revising the 
PTA constitution and now submitted a draft for approval.  The changes were required to 
reflect developments since the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006 was passed 
and the subsequent establishment at North Berwick High School of a Parent Council (now 
the Parent School Partnership), a separate entity to NBHS PTA.  There were common aims 
shared by both the PSP and the PTA, specifically the advancement of education for NBHS 
pupils and the promotion of co-operation and communication between parents, carers and 
school staff, however some aims as stated in our original constitution were no longer the 
responsibility of the PTA but rested with the Parent School Partnership.  In addition, there 
was now a greater focus given by the PTA to fundraising for the benefit of pupils and the 
school and formal recognition of this was required.  The constitution on record dated back 
to 1993 as lodged with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) and the proposed 
amended constitution had been drawn up with guidance from both the Scottish Parent 
Teacher Council (SPTC) and OSCR as a more accurate reflection of the PTA’s current aims. 
 
The proposed new constitution was duly agreed and adopted. 

9. AOB 

9.1 Lara Neri recorded the thanks of the school for the fundraising undertaken by the PTA.  The 
budget was indeed very tough and all monies raised were very welcome.  She was delighted 
that the PTA had adopted the mental health support initiative as one of its fundraising 
objectives for the coming year as this initiative had been identified as a priority in the 
school’s improvement plan. 
 
She was also keen to recruit parents and carers in forthcoming parental representative 
working groups:  (1) Mental Health (Donna and Sandra have already volunteered for this 
one) (2) Values – review and refresh – 1 representation required  (3) Developing the Scottish 
young workforce – 1 representation required .  Any parent/carer would be welcome to 
participate.  Volunteers will be sought at the next PTA meeting.   

9.2 Kevin McCarthy raised the issue of the West Links Golf Club Community Fund application the 
closing date for which was the end of September.  Sandra advised that she was awaiting info 
from Karen Edwards, Business Manager at the school and would meet the application 
deadline. 

10. Date of First Meeting 
Thursday 12 October 2017, Conference Room 

 


