
NBHS School Curriculum Structure Evening 30 May – Feedback from Parents 
 

Parents and carers attended an information evening earlier in June, at which we talked through the 
proposals for the new senior-phase (S4 to S6) curriculum structure, and sought feedback. The 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and the small number of concerns expressed will help us to 
ensure we manage the change effectively. Feedback regarding the East Lothian Common School Day 
was more mixed, but again we will reflect on the concerns in order to mitigate any possible issues. 
We greatly appreciate the support of the parents and carers who were able to attend. 
 

Our new curriculum structure 
 
Comments 
I like the much freer choice in S4-6. 
Yes, it allows more flexibility on decisions. 
Keeping it broader for as long as possible is a good thing. 
Like the idea of the extra subject in S4. 
Good that there is more choice in S4. 
Pleased to hear that subjects for exams have increased from 6→7. 
Good choice to move to 7 subjects in S4.  I thought 6 was too narrow at that stage. 
Really like the introduction of drama in S2 .  Helps develop agile little people – great. 
Very pleased that there is an opportunity for an extra subject in S4. 
Positive Flexibility for S5 and S6. 
Positive to have more choice in S4. 
Delighted!  Kids need a broader education.  
I am pleased that the current S2 students will get an opportunity to do 7 Nat 5s. 
Happy about moving to 7 Nat 5s. 
Happy enough.  More choice in S4. 
Great that there will be more choice in S4 especially for pupils with broad interests and no clear idea 
of what they want to do. 
Think the change to number of subjects in S4 is great and ability to go to different schools/colleges 
for some subjects. 
The choice of subjects in S4 is much better than previously  
 
Questions 
Who delivers the NPAs? 
NPAs (National Progression Awards) cover a vast range of subjects, and will be offered by school 
teachers, and by partners such as youth workers where appropriate. 
 
Are the other ELC schools moving to the same curriculum structure? 
Yes.  
 
Can we not bring it in sooner, like Dunbar etc.? 
We felt it was very important to take the time to plan for the new curriculum structure – the decision 
was only made around Christmas time, so it would have given us only a few months if we had moved 
to the new structure this June. 
 
Concerns raised over lack of class time in each subject for current S2 about to go into S3. 
Will there be enough support for pupils currently going into S3 and then having an extra subject in 
S4? 
Will the current S2 be disadvantaged by having fewer hours over the 2 years for Nat 5 subjects? 



We are very conscious that we need to get it right for this year-group, and the feedback from parents 
at this event has reinforced that need. All faculty leaders and teachers are aware of the situation, 
and will deliver courses over this session and next which will prepare the pupils for National 
qualifications by the end of S4. The feedback from faculty leaders, pupils and parents has been 
overwhelmingly in favour of presenting for 7 subjects in summer 2021. 
 
Will there be double periods? 
Yes, depending on timetabling constraints. 
 
Much less maths and English teaching time accumulated over 2 years! 
Are they missing out doing less English and maths in S3?  Less English a concern? 
We have listened to this feedback from parents and prioritised time for English and maths in S1 and 
S2. Overall the time pupils spend in maths and English from S1 to S4 now comes to roughly the same 
in the new structure as in the current one. 
 
 
Had wondered if it was possible to see what a structure would look like with 8 in S4? 
In a 32 period week, we could not allocate 4 periods per week to 8 subjects, because pupils have an 
entitlement to the core subjects of PE and RME. 8 subjects would therefore mean only 3 periods per 
week, and 4 periods each week “spare” once we allowed for the core subjects. We could try to spread 
these 4 hours across the 8 subjects on a rota basis but this would be quite complicated, and still leave 
insufficient time for each course in our judgement. 
 
Why is S6 structured with what seems to be a lot of free times? 
S6 is a transition year as our young people prepare for life after school. For most, this will mean 
university or college. Unsupervised time for personal study is a feature of both environments, and we 
feel it is important for S6 pupils to develop their independence as learners prior to departure. It is also 
important to remember that S6 have timetabled volunteering, paired reading and in-class support. 
 
The East Lothian Common School Day 
 
Comments  
Do not want earlier start!  School could simply finish later! 
Too early a start – too late a lunch. 
Lunch too short and too late! 
Positive that duration of session is reduced to 50 minutes.  (1 hour seems to be too long to ask them 
to concentrate). 
Early start means a huge length of time before break and lunch (1.05) - kids will be hungry and 
struggle to concentrate. 
Traffic issues at primary school and high school end of day.  Safety issues. 
Research shows that teenagers’ brain doesn’t properly engage before 10am?  Is it worth considering 
a later start and finish?  The French are shifting to this model. 
Earlier start time for outlying, travelling pupils.  Earlier end time – impact on childcare, working 
parents. 
Starting at 8.30am!  Really?  Teenagers!  Good luck 
Traffic management at pick up time.  Same as primary school.  Will be very busy. 
Lunch is really short.  Kids struggle to get food from the canteen and eat it in the current 50 minutes, 
especially when they are last for lunch. 
 
Questions 
Will the school buses be adjusted to fit the new timetable? 



Do we have information on what the new bus timetable will be for villages? 
Yes they will, but we do not yet have details the new schedules. Final timings will be issued closer to 
June 2020,  
 
If we are moving to a shorter lunch period how will school cope with the possible influx of extra 
pupils?  
Concerned about rest and nutrition times within day - not enough provision in canteen.  
Will lunch service improve? 
All pupils are through the canteen at lunch by 1.15 pm. Even if this takes another 10 minutes, pupils 
would still have time for lunch with the new timings. And the canteen is undergoing a major 
expansion as part of our  whole-school expansion project. 
 
Concern re fitting curriculum into 50 minute periods (although more of them).  Travel between 
classes/settling downtime/distractions. 
We currently expect lesson starts to be brisk, and for pupils to move as quickly as possible between 
classes. These expectations will be even more important in the new structure, and we will work with 
pupils to ensure that they are met. 
 
What happens to lunchtime activities?  
What about clubs at lunchtime?  
Concerned about the length of time for lunchtime activities. 
Many of these currently start at 1.15 or 1.20. If pupils get into the habit of collecting food for lunch at 
break-time, then we should be able to start activities earlier. It may prove possible to run some clubs 
after school instead, given the 3.25 pm finish, although there are clearly issues with transport, and 
we must bear in mind that all extra-curricular activities rely on staff volunteers. 
 
Why are children receiving 20 minutes less tuition a week? What are they going to do in registration 
because it is longer? 
This increased tutor time was agreed across all East Lothian high schools, mindful of the entitlement 
of all pupils to have “regular conversations about their learning with an adult who knows them well”. 
We will put together a programme of activities for registration – this is on our improvement plan for 
2019-20. 
 
 
 


