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Pupil performance in prelim exams for English (Nat 5 and Higher) is always reviewed. 

Feedback relating to this is here. Please use as a means of preparing candidates for the final 

exam in May. Messages mostly apply across both Nat 5 and H. Where this isn’t the case an 

effort has been made to say so. Apologies are given in advance for inevitable errors, 

confusion or obscurity.  

RUAE (close reading) 

Please use the exam booklets appropriately. Don’t write two or three lines in the space 

intended for one line. The booklets are produced with enlarged line spacing to allow 

markers to see responses clearly. 

Please number your answers. If you don’t do this your marker may become confused 

connecting responses to tasks and you may lose marks as a result. 

Students need to read the questions carefully. Some students answered at length but ignored key 

instruction in the questions – eg in your own words, line references etc. Sometimes students missed 

out whole questions for no apparent reason. 

Some students struggled with the analysis of language. Students should always look for the obvious 

answers and not spend time struggling with the more obscure or difficult aspects which will 

necessarily be more challenging but not necessarily more rewarding in terms of marks awarded. 

Look for answers particularly on word choice and structure. These will most likely be less challenging 

than answers dealing with tone or imagery.  

Always consider that, at Higher level, 4 available marks will mean that students should aim to 

provide at least four areas of analysis and explanation. Always explain. Vague answers or answers 

which simply make statements – eg ‘the use of word choice by the writer is very effective’ etc will 

gain little credit. To re-iterate - candidates must explain the impact of the language on the reader. 

Words and phrases like ‘because’ and ‘this shows’ are really useful in answers. Don’t worry about 

how graceful or otherwise your language is. Get into the habit of using them as much as possible.  

Please remember that, although marks are given at Nat 5 for appropriate reference, there is no 

award for this at Higher. Credit depends on the quality of explanation. In most cases candidates will 

provide basic explanations worth 1 mark at most. This is why your default approach should be 4 

marks = 4 answers. 

Candidates who used bullet points in answers benefitted from this. Please do not number bullet 

points though. The only numbers should be those relating to the original tasks.  

Remember that higher tariff questions will necessitate more in an answer. Some students wrote 

more in 2 mark responses than in their 4 mark responses. This is unlikely to be appropriate. Tailor 

answers as necessary. 

The link question generated answers which showed an appropriate technical approach in terms of 

looking before and after the phrase but candidates sometimes found it difficult to explain an 

appropriate contrast or development. Candidates should also try to identify specific words or 
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phrases which in the identified link and explain how these look backwards and forwards. This will 

help you to be clear in your answer. 

Questions on effective conclusions to passages can be tackled by connecting elements of the 

conclusion with similar features which have appeared earlier in the passage. There might be a 

reference at the end, for example, to a person, idea, event, statistic, quotation etc which is also 

mentioned at the beginning (or anywhere earlier in the passage). This kind of observation, with a 

reasonable explanation, is appropriate enough in explaining an effective conclusion. 

In the Higher paper the last question needs more than just identification of 

agreement/disagreement and straightforward quotation to gain marks. There must be appropriate 

explanation of how evidence from each text demonstrates agreement or disagreement ( or both, 

depending on the task). This doesn’t mean simply re-stating or re-writing what‘s in your chosen 

quote, but rather producing some appropriate explanation of the language or ideas being used.  

An appropriate structure might look like this-  

 Area of agreement 

 Evidence from passage 1 

 Evidence from passage 2 

 Explanation/evaluation/analysis/comparison of the examples/ language/ideas used by the 

writers 

Candidates will need to complete this process three times to be sure of 5 marks. Repetition of the 

same areas of agreement/disagreement, even if these are phrased differently, gains no subsequent 

credit but does waste time. 

Some candidates are still writing out the question as part of the answer. This is unnecessarily 

exhausting, takes time and gains no credit with the marker. Use developed bullet points instead. Use 

the time saved to explain answers in detail. 

The vast majority of candidates managed to finish within the time permitted. 

Critical Reading – Section 1 - Textual Analysis of a Specified Scottish 

Text 

Once again use the marks to tailor your response. Read the question carefully. Often candidates who 

used phrases like ‘this shows’ and ‘this suggests’ and even ‘because’, were able to use these as 

springboards for good analysis and explanation and therefore scored well. 

Candidates who used bullet points in answers benefitted from this. Please do not number bullet 

points though. The only numbers should be those relating to the original tasks.  

There were occasions where candidates missed out a task, perhaps where there was a two part 

question – e.g. 2(a) might be completed but 2(b) missed out. Please ensure that this doesn’t happen 

in the final exam. 
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Candidates who appropriately structured the 8/10 mark response tended to do better – use the 

headings! 

 Commonality – 2 

 Printed text – 2 

 Additional text(s) – 4 (Nat 5) – 6 (Higher). NB responding with 4 (Nat 5 – including 

references) or 6 (H) separate, relevant answers pretty much guarantees all the marks here) 

In the ‘commonality’ the candidate must address the task and there must be at least some 

description/explanation of the commonality. In the reference to the printed text there must also be 

an attempt to address the task. You can’t just write any old thing! In referring to additional texts, 

again there must be an attempt to address the task and there must be some analysis/explanation. 

Just quoting will not be enough to score marks. Candidates can score marks without quotation! 

General reference can often be sufficient. 

Jumbled answers did less well in response to the last question. This is because candidates can find it 

difficult to appropriately determine whether or not they have given the right material in sufficient 

depth to gain all the marks – use bullet points and the recommended structure – eg commonality 

first etc. 

There was some evidence of random quoting in the textual analysis answers. This is to be avoided. 

Quotes or reference must be relevant to the demands of the task.  

The specified text section was generally well done by candidates and almost all tasks were 

completed in the permitted time. 

Section 2 - Critical Essay 

Students work generally demonstrated lots of content. Formal accuracy was generally very good. 

Essays tended to be structured effectively and most demonstrated a good line of thought and good 

development.  

Some students wrote responses which had little or no relevance to any given task. Such responses 

will struggle to pass. You must choose a task and respond appropriately to it. That’s the challenge! 

There was generally good familiarity with the text and good use of reference. Candidates who were 

able to provide accurate quotation/reference were able to use this well in developing and 

supporting arguments. Essays do not pass or fail because of quotations but if you can use them you 

will find it easier to provide analysis and avoid pointless narrative. Those candidates who explored a 

theme thoroughly, in detail and complexity, did better than those who tried to explore multiple 

themes in reduced depth. In this sense, remember that the phrase, ‘text as a whole,’  common to 

Nat 5 and Higher, is essentially asking candidates to communicate their understanding of message or 

theme. 

Candidates who opted for ‘key scene’ or ‘turning point’ questions often found it difficult to go 

beyond a very narrow focus. These tasks expect you to be see the importance of a crucial event but 

also to be able to reference the ‘before’ and ‘after’ and can only be successfully addressed if 
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candidates are able to look at the text ‘as a whole’. These tasks also often seem to encourage a 

narrative summary approach. Be wary of this. Remember that it is often the ‘evaluative comment’ 

which makes the big difference in the quality of an essay. This is really about you expressing your 

opinion. That’s what the marker is most interested in. 

Always construct a plan. This could save you wasted time and effort. Candidates who used plans 

generally did better. Read the essay questions carefully and remember that there are 2 sentences. 

The second sentence is very important because it tells you what you need to do in response to your 

chosen text.  

Prepared or memorised essays tend to do poorly. They usually miss the point of the chosen task and 

fail to appropriately address its demands. It’s better to know the text well rather than to have 

memorised an earlier essay. Essays which consist mainly of narrative summary will do poorly.  

When using quotations it’s often very helpful to ensure that these are integrated into an appropriate 

analytical and explanatory format - 

 Point 

 Evidence 

 Explanation 

or some equivalent. Don’t start analysis with a quotation. There should always be a topic sentence. 

Prioritise addressing the task.  

Exaggerated value judgements in essays, such as in introductions and conclusions, for example, are 

usually ineffective and come across as insincere or implausible.  Eg ‘Norman used fantastic word 

choice and imagery and the reader is deeply affected by what he does with structure in his poetry!’ 

or ‘I think Duffy describes the figure of Havisham really, really well and in a way which makes the 

reader really think’. These kinds of statements are over-heated and gain little credit with the marker. 

Please use second names when referencing a writer and try to spell these and the names of texts 

accurately.  

If the task asks for a brief explanation of plot in the text then this means BRIEF! There is little credit 

given for narrative summary. Tasks which ask for a focus on a specific aspect such as character or key 

scene or incident will, nonetheless need reference to the text ‘as a whole’ – in other words, you 

need to consider the overall theme of the text and go beyond the immediate focus of the question in 

order to show developed understanding. Use the key scene or character as a starting point or anchor 

around which to construct your response. 

Always look back at the task to ensure that your response continues to maintain relevance to the 

task.  

The vast majority of candidates were able to finish their responses in the time permitted. 

Overall 

 General strategies for answering questions were used effectively. 
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 Many marks were lost because of candidates ignoring ‘own words’ instructions.  

 Candidates at Higher who adopted a one point for one mark approach did better. 

 The biggest problems faced by candidates in RUAE were linked to vocabulary. Candidates 

with a developed vocabulary at Nat 5 or Higher levels will do much better. You should work 

on this now. 

 Some candidates did themselves few favours by ignoring obviously appropriate essay tasks 

and choosing options which were more difficult to manage given their choice of text. 

 Time management was very positive.  


