
19 March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

I appreciate the announcement about school closures yesterday, and the SQA examinations today, 

will have come as a shock to many of you and be a cause of of considerable concern. 

I understand this completely. There are many questions that, at this stage, remain unanswered, and 

as a parent of two pupils at North Berwick High School, including an S5 pupil, I feel this personally. 

I dropped into the School at the end of the day today to speak to Mrs Rodger to see if there was 

anything I could do to help.  You will no doubt be reassured to learn that she was off to meet with 

the senior management team and the Heads of Faculty to discuss the next steps. 

At the forefront of her mind, and that of the teaching staff in the school, is the impact this will have 

on the pupils, but we also have consider the threat to public health. 

The decisions to close schools and cancel the SQA exams was not taken lightly by the authorities. It 

was clear from the Deputy First Minister’s speech to parliament today that he, Education Scotland, 

the SQA and local councils are aware of the impact that this will have on pupils and their families 

and they are doing everything in their power to address that as we face a health emergency like we 

have never seen before. 

It is also worth saying too that Universities are very aware of the impact this is having and, I have 

confidence, will act in the interest of Scotland’s school pupils. 

I appreciate the desire for instant answers but it won’t be possible to address all of your concerns 

immediately. This has never happened before and we need to give councils and schools time to 

consider how to respond in the best interest of all affected.  

Mrs Rodger has been very quick to respond to the Government statements to date and will do all in 

her power to keep parents and guardians informed. I will support her in that effort and be happy 

where I can to act as the voice for parent concerns.   

If you want to raise issues with me I can be contacted via the Parent Council Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/511754542944030/ or search for North Berwick High School 

Parent Council, and via Twitter at https://twitter.com/NBHigh_Parents or search for 

@NBHigh_Parents 

 

Niall Bradley 

Chair 

North Berwick High School Parent Council  
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