
 

 
NBHS WEEKLY UPDATE 

Friday 3 April 2020 
 

 

With all that has been going on in school over the last two weeks (albeit in a virtual sense), 
we have not been able to keep up with our weekly update. Here, then, is a bumper edition; 
we hope you find it informative, particularly regarding the classwork that pupils have been 
carrying out in each of the faculties since the closure of the school building.  
   
 

Message from the Head Teacher 

 

We have now reached the last day of what has been an eventful school term, and a term 
that has ended in the most unprecedented manner. In February, much of our focus was on 
the visit of the HMI inspection team to NBHS and we look forward to the publication of the 
Summary of Findings in the coming weeks. We thought that the inspection was a major 
event in the life of the school; little did we know, however, what was to come just a month 
later, with the closure of all schools in the country due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I have 
always known that we have a wonderful team of staff at the High School and the last two 
weeks have shown that in spades. I would like to express my huge gratitude to all our staff, 
who really are going above and beyond to ensure that our young people continue to 
experience high quality teaching and learning, despite not having access to the school 
building.  
 
I have to be honest, the pressure of working from home over the last two weeks has taken 
me somewhat by surprise. I had naively imagined myself working at my laptop for a few 
hours each day, spending a couple of hours catching up with reading educational books and 
articles, then going out for an hour’s daily exercise. The reality has been somewhat 
different, and I certainly haven’t got round to any reading yet. I know it has been very 
similar for my colleagues. The Easter holiday will provide a very welcome break for us all, 
even if it is going to feel very different from any previous school holiday, being confined to 
our own homes and seeing friends and family only remotely. Staff will, rightly, be taking the 
time to rest and will not be posting any further school work for pupils during the holiday.  
 
For our pupils - and their families, too - it is important that they take this time to rest. They 
will not be engaging in formal learning, but there are many other activities they can be 
taking part in with families, or remotely with friends. I hope our pupils will take every 
opportunity to get out of doors into the fresh air, to catch up with hobbies, read, listen to 
music, watch films, play games. I hope, too, that they will always adhere to our school value 
of kindness. It is so important at this time that we all treat each other with kindness, and 
show concern for each other’s wellbeing.  
 
I send my good wishes to everyone in our school community, sincerely hoping that all 
remain in good health and have a happy, restful holiday. 
 
Lauren Rodger 
 



Home Learning 

 
We would like to thank parents and carers for the support and encouragement - and 
possibly some cajoling – that you have given your children as they have engaged with online 
tasks, activities and assessments. An important aspect of home learning (and home working, 
for that matter) is getting into a routine and we hope that our pupils have managed to 
achieve that. The majority of our pupils have taken to remote learning very well. Of course, 
they were already well-versed in working with Google Classroom so it has not been a new 
way of learning for them. We are aware that parents and carers are keen to support their 
children with their learning but may not feel as confident when it comes to Google 
Classroom. To that end, we have produced a frequently asked questions helpsheet which 
you might find useful. Just open the link below.   
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSo3iTW7SCmjsflMAXPlqKy_t0OV0th0O_UbxJZ6YDk/

export?format=pdf 

 

Through an online survey sent out to all Broad General Education pupils, the Guidance team 
has been researching how our S1-S3 pupils are finding the experience of working from 
home. With 167 responses, we have enjoyed hearing from our pupils what has worked well 
for them and what could be improved. In general, the feedback has been encouraging 
during the early stages of home learning, with our pupils enjoying the diverse teaching 
methods while not feeling too distanced from the support offered by the staff in our school. 
Teaching staff will take on board this feedback from pupils as they plan learning activities 
after the Easter holiday.  
 
We are aware that a number of our pupils do not seem to be engaging with the online 
learning activities. We are monitoring this closely and will be contacting parents after the 
Easter holiday should the situation continue. Though we are not in the school building, 
formal learning must continue. Schools have a statutory duty to provide education and it is 
vitally important that all our young people participate and engage in the learning 
experiences provided for them by their teachers.  
 

Free School Meals/Clothing Grants 
 
We are aware that circumstances may have changed for some parents and carers as a result 
of Covid-19 and this may mean you are now eligible for Free School Meals and/or a Clothing 
Grant.  If you think this may apply to you, please click on the following link for further 
information and for the forms: 
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meal
s_and_clothing_grants/4.  
If you need help completing these forms there is support available on the East Lothian 
Council website or, alternatively, please contact your child’s guidance teacher who should 
also be able to help you via a telephone call/email. 
 
Social Distancing Guidance for Families 1 April 2020 

 
As head teacher of NBHS, I have been saddened to read, on local social media news groups, 
comments about groups of young people congregating together in our town and villages. 
They are clearly paying no heed to Government or Health Service advice regarding the 
importance of staying at home. Most of these young people will be NBHS pupils and I urge 
them to follow all advice and guidance given; parents and carers, please can you continue to 
reinforce this message with your children. It is no exaggeration to say that they are putting 
lives at risk by this behaviour.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSo3iTW7SCmjsflMAXPlqKy_t0OV0th0O_UbxJZ6YDk/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSo3iTW7SCmjsflMAXPlqKy_t0OV0th0O_UbxJZ6YDk/export?format=pdf
https://mail.elcschool.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=-50cYnBY9MswGSVAgF0RAEVtZzG2sXkKbn1AmrTVhCs-AZ4OG9bXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eastlothian.gov.uk%2finfo%2f210557%2fschools_and_learning%2f11899%2ffree_school_meals_and_clothing_grants%2f4
https://mail.elcschool.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=-50cYnBY9MswGSVAgF0RAEVtZzG2sXkKbn1AmrTVhCs-AZ4OG9bXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eastlothian.gov.uk%2finfo%2f210557%2fschools_and_learning%2f11899%2ffree_school_meals_and_clothing_grants%2f4


Families are being reminded that children and young people must avoid socialising, in line 
with Government and health guidance to prevent the spread of Coronavirus. 
 
East Lothian Council’s Chief Operating Officer for Education Lesley Brown said: “We know 
that children will be missing their friends and the daily interaction they get from school and 
clubs. However the government guidance is very clear – you must stay at home and avoid 
interactions with anyone who is not in your household. This means cancelling familiar 
activities such as play dates and sleepovers. Young people should not be meeting each 
other within or outwith each other’s homes. It’s important that everyone sticks to these 
guidelines as doing so will protect the NHS and our communities.  
 
“Our Educational Psychology Service has produced advice for children and young people and 
families who are adapting to the current situation and how to have discussions around it.  
 
“The current restrictions are temporary measures; however, these guidelines are very 
important. We ask that all families follow the Government advice.”  
 
The Scottish Government’s Parent Club has also issued advice using its twitter account: 
 

 
 
Recommended Resources 
 
Over the two weeks of the Easter holidays, Ms Wilson, our school librarian, has pulled 
together some links to various websites, videos and activities to help keep you entertained 
and beat the boredom.  These have been gathered in one place for you 
at: https://padlet.com/niwilson/ipefcyqlavbs   
 
Each resource has a short explanation of what to expect, any notable associated authors or 
illustrators, plus who is providing the service. The resources range from poets providing 
daily challenges, authors reading a chapter a day of their book, a pay-what-you-can BSL 
course, free creative writing challenges and streaming videos from National Theatre and the 
Chester Zoo.  Please explore and have a happy, safe holiday!    
 
Careers 

 
As always, Mick Burns will continue to post any/all relevant careers related updates at 
edubuzz.org/careers, so do keep checking in.  
 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/13305/coronavirus_schools_and_learning
https://twitter.com/parentclubscot/status/1244611600813895682?s=20
https://padlet.com/niwilson/ipefcyqlavbs
https://twitter.com/parentclubscot/status/1244611600813895682?s=20


We are trying to complete the S2 careers talks and profiles and have emailed all the pupils 
still to do this. Mick asks S2 pupils to check their edubuzz emails and, if invited to join the 
Google Classroom, to follow the instructions. It won't take long and prepares the way for the 
S3 careers input. Mick has been trialling Online Careers Talks this week through Google 
Classroom. The pupils involved have been in 2F1, with other pupils who missed the S2 
Career Talks in March also included. The lesson includes a couple of videos made by Mick to 
demonstrate how the Careers Service can be used. Follow the link to the talk here. There is 
a Google Survey to be completed too. This is part of the school’s plan to have a careers 
profile for every pupil at each stage during high school. Participation has been good so far 
and there is still time to watch the videos and complete the survey if your child has not had 
the chance. 
 

Scottish Qualifications Authority 
 

We have kept senior pupils and their parents and carers up to date with any statements 
released by the SQA. The latest was issued last night (Thursday 2 April), regarding the 
alternative certification model being adopted for session 2019 – 2020.  The full statement 
can be viewed on the SQA website; the SQA have also produced a document for learners, 
parents and carers which we have shared today. We would encourage all parents and pupils 
to read this document as it provides a clear rationale for the model being adopted. It can 
also be accessed via the link below.  
 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/020420-SQA-NQ2020-Parent-Carer-covid-19-FAQ.pdf 
 
The SQA communication states that 'There is no requirement to set additional mock or 
prelim exams or homework tasks for the purpose of determining a learner estimate'.  In line 
with this instruction, NBHS teachers will not be issuing any new assessed tasks for the 
purpose of estimate evidence.  However, any existing tasks/deadlines that had 
already been communicated to pupils will still be upheld and pupils are asked to 
complete these to the best of their ability.  
 
We await further guidelines from SQA on the procedures attached to the submission of 
estimate grades; these guidelines should be with schools by 20 April. We kindly ask you not 
to approach the school with queries concerning this matter. You can be assured that our aim 
is to ensure our pupils’ hard work in every subject is rightly and fairly recognised and 
rewarded. Please note that, in the production of estimates for pupils, the school will not 
accommodate references or evidence that is submitted by private tutors. It is also worth 
highlighting that the grade estimates submitted by teachers to SQA cannot be shared with 
pupils or parents/carers as SQA will decide on the final grades awarded.  
 
Residential Trips 

 
NBHS is working with East Lothian Council, Foreign Commonwealth Office Advice and our 
travel companies in regard to the excursions we had planned to the Lake District in May, and 
to Malawi and the USA in June. Trip Leaders will liaise with parents/carers as soon as we 
have any update on this. Thank you for your support and patience with us on this.  
 

Communication 
 
Should you have any general enquiries, please contact the school at: 
communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk.  
This inbox will be monitored during the holiday and urgent messages will be dealt with; all 
other messages will be responded to following the return to (virtual) school on Tuesday 21 
April.  
  

https://mail.elcschool.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=knB8fQigYln_nJQUGFK9KUY9kc9E4xVnJaLyxTk6L7outVPERdbXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.edubuzz.org%2fcareers%2f2020%2f03%2f30%2fs2-careers-talk-30-march-2020%2f
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/020420-SQA-NQ2020-Parent-Carer-covid-19-FAQ.pdf
mailto:communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk


Humanities 

 

Geography & Environmental Science 
The S2 Geographers have been continuing with their ‘Restless 
Earth’ unit. They have explored tectonic plate movement at a 
collision plate boundary. They have built their Nepal Earthquake 
case study knowledge by investigating the causes, impacts and 
relief efforts of this disaster. This week, pupils have been studying 
the response effort to disasters with a particular focus on the 
organisation ‘ShelterBox’ and what they do. Pupils have been asked 
to create their own ShelterBox and justify their choice of supplies 
they put into their box to help those most in need. 
 

Pupil Work: 

 
 

History 
S2 have been studying criminals in East Lothian as part of the Scottish history unit. Many 
have discovered the story of ‘Half Hanggit Maggie Dickson’, who came back to life after 
being hanged in Edinburgh's Grassmarket, in 1724. Pupils have engaged with primary 
sources from the archives stored in the Haddington Criminal Register 1894 - 1901, a series 
of books that document criminal activity throughout East Lothian during this period. Crimes 
ranged from stealing cabbages and throwing stones to murder; crimes often ended in a 
public execution!   
More information on East Lothian’s dark criminal past can be found here: 
 
https://www.johngraycentre.org/about/museums-service/exhibitions/king-queen-vicious-
strumpet-exhibition/king-queen-vicious-strumpet-online/criminal-east-lothian/ 
 

S3 historians are studying the Rise of the Nazis and they were asked to reflect on this verse 
by Charlotte Delbo, who was captured by the Nazis and imprisoned in Auschwitz 
concentration camp. Charlotte survived and wrote a verse called a “Prayer for the living to 
pardon them for being alive”. 
 

“Prayer for the living to pardon them for being alive”. 
“I entreat you, do something, learn a step, a dance, something that justifies you, that gives 
you the right to be dressed in your skin and wear your hair. 
Learn to walk and laugh, because in the end it would be a shame that so many died and you 
lived but did nothing with your life”. 
One S3 historian reflected upon the meaning in her poem by stating, “It made me think 
about not taking every day for granted when some people suffer from terrible hardships, we 
need to look after each other.” 

 
Modern Studies & Politics 
 
S2 Modern Studies 

https://www.johngraycentre.org/about/museums-service/exhibitions/king-queen-vicious-strumpet-exhibition/king-queen-vicious-strumpet-online/criminal-east-lothian/
https://www.johngraycentre.org/about/museums-service/exhibitions/king-queen-vicious-strumpet-exhibition/king-queen-vicious-strumpet-online/criminal-east-lothian/


Most classes have begun their research to discuss the topic, “Should our police officers be 
armed?” This is in response to the increase in terror attacks the UK has seen over the past 
two years. This is not due until after the Easter Break.  
 
S3 Modern Studies 
S3 have also been carrying out their own research to find recent articles discussing these 
problems. It has been really interesting looking at the articles they have found and reading 
their summary of the key points.  Here is an example of the articles and pupil summaries: 
 
Example 1 
“https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/us-address-impact-covid-19-poor 
 
My article focuses on the impact of COVID-19 on America’s poor. The recent pandemic of 
the lethal, fast-spreading disease has highlighted some vital flaws in the American economy, 
most notably its treatment of its citizens living below the poverty line. 
 
The virus, while not specifically targeting the poorest citizens of America, has affected them 
the most seriously of all American groups, due to America’s flawed systems concerning 
benefits, healthcare, and paid sick leave. Generally, the mortality rates from the virus of 
those in poverty will be much higher than those of a higher socioeconomic status. The 
American government has also considered payroll tax cuts for industries such as the airline, 
hotel, and shale industries. It is estimated that while this may benefit the highest 20% of 
taxpayers, this will not do much to benefit the lowest 20%. In summary, the American 
government's approach to aiding the poor in the current pandemic is highly flawed, and 
seems to be causing more harm than good, with over 3 million Americans attempting to 
claim benefits and a higher unemployment rate than ever before. 
 
RME & Psychology 
S2 RME pupils have been busy exploring the role of women in Islam. They have been 
investigating stereotypes associated with Islamic women, the rules in the Quran about 
women and clothing and using debating skills for whether or not to ‘ban the burqa’.  
 

 
                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/us-address-impact-covid-19-poor


Guidance 
 
Since the school closed its doors, your guidance team has very much been focusing on our 
core values of Kindness and Belonging.  
 

 
 

Once we got to grips with the wonderful world of video conferencing, we were able to put a 
plan in place to provide resources and online support through our newly updated Google 
Classroom. The tasks and resources are not designed to be completed overnight and should 
run alongside your ongoing studies. 
 
We have also been working through any remaining course choice issues for next session and 
are grateful to the pupils who have emailed us over the past week to assist us in sorting this 
out. If pupils are not already doing so, we ask that you check your edubuzz emails on a 
regular basis in order to find out what’s going on. 
 

 

 
 

From birthday celebrations and war time ration cookies we have been working hard to stay 
positive and support one another. Our current situation will certainly take some getting used 
to, so please get in touch if there is anything we can do to help. 
 
Mr Orr (Fidra House): eorr1@edubuzz.org 

Mr Burgess (Craig House): cburgess@edubuzz.org 

Mr Stebbing (Law House): cstebbing@edubuzz.org 

Mrs Casson (Glen House):   gcasson@edubuzz.org 

Mrs Neri:    lneri@edubuzz.org 

mailto:eorr1@edubuzz.org
mailto:cburgess@edubuzz.org
mailto:cstebbing@edubuzz.org
mailto:gcasson@edubuzz.org
mailto:lneri@edubuzz.org


Pupil Support 
 
It’s been a busy two weeks in the Pupil Support Classrooms! 
 
The Base google classroom is where we have our usual fun time with daily quizzes and fun 
facts!  Sometimes even some corny jokes!  It’s great to hear about all the activities that you 
are enjoying. 
 
The Prince’s Trust have been set a community project to complete over the next few weeks 
and there is an exclusive google classroom for Transition so that we can still support our 
Primary 7 pupils who will be joining us at some point. If you know anyone who would like to 
join the Transition classroom please contact Miss Shepherd. 
 
Other google classrooms which have been created are Fresh Start and the Senior Phase 
Prince’s Trust. Miss Hume and Mrs Munro are working on their Kahoot skills and there will 
be weekly quizzes coming up in the Fresh start classroom. The Ruth Miskin youtube channel 
has daily speed sounds lessons and these will continue over the Easter holiday. If you need 
to know what set your child is working on please contact their Fresh Start teacher (Mrs 
McLeod, Miss Hume, Mrs Munro or Miss Dudgeon).  
 

 

 
 

We know some of our young people have struggled with accessing some of the work posted 
on their subjects classrooms. If this is the case, please contact your subject teacher in the 
first instance but it would be good if you could also let us know. Miss Shepherd managed 
her first video to the Base classroom and we can’t wait for her next video! 
 
All base staff were challenged to put up a photograph of themselves on google classroom – 
most have managed and Mrs Braby wins the best photo – she posted a photograph of her 
Mazda Bongo!  Mr Walker came a close second – though we are not sure it’s him as he has 
hair! 
 
As ever you can contact Miss Shepherd/Mrs McLeod or any member of the Pupil Support 
Team on your edubuzz email account. 
 
 
  



Modern Languages    

 
Since school closed, we have been working via google classrooms and are pleased to see 
some good engagement from a large number of pupils! We are setting up systems so that 
we can see exactly who is submitting work because, as teachers, we want to know how our 
pupils are doing and how best to support them in their learning. So here is a little plea to all 
our pupils: please could you submit work through google classroom by attaching them to 
the assignments and make sure that the teacher in charge of your classroom is 
permitted editing access? If you are not sure how to do this, please let us know and we 
can help you. 
 

 

 
 

 

In terms of learning activities, we are making full use of all the resources on our fabulous and 
informative Modern Languages Blog (https://www.edubuzz.org/nbhslanguages/), including 
well-loved favourites such as www.linguascope.com for vocabulary-building (this is password 
protected - please email us if you have forgotten the password, but do not share it online or 
our account will be closed down), www.languagesonline.org.uk for grammar-based work and 
excellent grammar explanations and a whole host of media websites such as TV5 Monde for 
French (https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr), ZDF Kinder for cjildren’s news in German 
(https://www.zdf.de/kinder/logo) and BBC Mi Vida Loca to support Spanish learning 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/).  
 
We have also flattened our teaching structure so that each teacher is in charge of setting and 
marking work for one S1-S3 class. Here are your learning leaders for each stage: 
 
S1 French - Miss Smith 
S2 French - Mrs Gordon 
S3 French - Miss Higginbottom 
S3 German - Miss Ritchie 
S3 Spanish - Miss Breslin 
 

More tailored work is being set for our Senior Phase classes by the same teachers that they 
have had all session and, at present, this includes a variety of activities to keep pupils’ 
language skills active. We are looking forward to starting the new courses soon after Easter 
though and we would encourage pupils who are continuing to the next stage of their language 
learning to make the most of this interim time to get used to the wealth of online language 
learning websites and YouTube channels that are available and save them as favourites. All 
the information that you need about what will be contained in your Senior Phase course can 
be found on the Modern Languages blog so...go for it!! 
  

https://www.edubuzz.org/nbhslanguages/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr
https://www.zdf.de/kinder/logo
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/


This is PB&J (Packing Bot & Java Chip). They help to pack bags 

and make drinks! 

Business and Computing 

 

S1 Robotics 
Our S1 have been designing their own robots to help with everyday life!  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

This is Hospital Helper 3000.  They carry out time-consuming 
tasks, freeing up time for doctors and nurses.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?   
There has been an increase in the amount of delivery robots in 
recent years. This would certainly help with online shopping just 
now!  
 

 

S2 Business & Computing  
Our S2 are getting to grips with Scratch programming online.  Each pupil has been assigned 
a booklet and we encourage them to complete it each week so that teachers can monitor 
progress.  We are sure that we have seen some programmers of the future already! Once 
your child has completed their games (like below) please ask to see them and give them 
feedback.   
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 Admin & IT 

Pupils have been working on creating letters and itineraries, ensuring that they follow the 

correct layout.  Not only will this develop their typing skills, but will also further their 

knowledge of the correction codes.  Why not test your child and see if they can remember! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 Business  
Pupils have been working on Functional Departments and Financial Accounting. They’ve 
been looking at key roles within a business. Also, how businesses report key financial 
information, such as statement of financial position and ledger accounts.   
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 Computing Science  
Students have been diving into the 
different types of technologies 
around storage devices. They have 
also been researching the different 
types of input and output devices 
that a computer can make use of, 
producing infographics to display 
their research. 
 

 

 

  



Literacy  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Numeracy 

 

 

 

 

 

S1 
The S1 classes have been mostly focussing on reinforcing their 
numeracy skills. This has included order of operations, rounding 
and using negative numbers. For classes working towards second 
level have done some revision tasks on area, perimeter and 
fractions.  We have also done some basic algebra to refresh the 
concepts and this brings in a little arithmetic as well.  Numeracy 
ninja tasks are assigned as a five-minute workout to develop 
accuracy, speed and confidence with mental calculations. 
Mathletics quizzes have also helped with learning.  
  

S2 
The S2 classes have been working on probability most days, and every Thursday 
we assign a task of six problem-solving/revision questions to promote higher-order 
thinking and retrieval practice.  Answers and explanations are also posted and we 
have reminded everybody to ‘reflect and correct’ so that they learn from the effort 
they put in. 
 
Extension tasks are included in the main posts, and pupils needing enhancement have been 
directed to Mathletics to apply their thinking further. 
 
We’ve also posted Numeracy Ninjas, a five-minute daily workout for students 
who want to improve their mental maths technique and recall.  Even competent 
pupils can give this a go - it is not just for those who struggle with times tables. 
 

S3 
The S3 classes were learning all the rules of indices last week (how to deal with powers) 
and this week have been revising their knowledge of recent topics including percentages, 
straight line and statistics. They have been using a variety of resources including online 
worksheets, interactive websites, YouTube videos and end of topic quizzes.  
Those students on a pathway to National 4 have been reinforcing their 
operations with fractions and linking it to percentages. Google Form quiz 
and Mathletics challenges have been set along the way 
 
Seniors 
S4 National 4 classes are continuing to extend into National 5 and we have assigned work 
on the core numeracy and algebra content.  Arithmetic involving negative numbers and 
fractions is a good workout and will continue to feature regularly.  Students have also 
practised the vital skill of factorising and returned to finding the equation of a straight line. 
  
Students registered to sit National 5 and Higher exams have been given work either on 
SCHOLAR or using past papers, and we have assigned a formal assessment to be submitted 
for marking by 2 April.  (Extensions to the deadline are available by agreement with 
teachers.)  
  



Science 

 

 

 

 

 

What has been happening in Science this week? 
Lessons have been rewritten for pupils, and experiments 
which would be carried out in class have been replaced with 
videos. We are trying our best to make lessons feel like 
work in the classroom including making notes, posters and 
information leaflets as well as practising new skills and 
techniques. Pupils are also completing regular homework 
and self-assessment quizzes. 
Teachers and pupils are keeping in touch through Google 
Classroom. 
Pupils are working on a variety of topics including 
photosynthesis, crop farming, organic farming, identifying 
fertilisers, the nitrogen cycle, climate change, different 
methods of heat transfer, microbe growth, energy sources, 
new technologies and keeping healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health and Wellbeing 

 

 

 

Pupils have been responding well to Joe Wicks’ fitness 
workouts and other fitness-related activities from this 
NetFLEX link on google classrooms. 
 
Staff have been engaging in daily meetings and tracking 
pupils’ efforts through google classroom.  
 
National 5 portfolios are almost all submitted and Higher 
pupils have been submitting Unit test 4, which was originally 
scheduled for this week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the PE department have 
embarked on little challenges that help break 
up the day. Some have been shared on google 
classrooms with fantastic responses from 
pupils. The rest, and more, will be shared in 
coming weeks. 
 
 
Hopefully pupils will continue to engage with 
these challenges and track their overall 
wellbeing. Over 150 pupils have responded to 
an evaluation of Week 1 on google forms. You 
can find that link here should more pupils wish 
to respond. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have held daily Kahoot challenges with fierce 
competition on display. Curriculum link examples: 
 
Sport and Geography, Sport and Maths 
 
 

 
Please follow us on twitter as well. 
https://twitter.com/northberwickpe?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5
Eauthor 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1e0V-Jy3wTLv8JPv3SqDkVSBwvzhKWZqFiMUaA0S5d9M/edit
https://twitter.com/northberwickpe?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/northberwickpe?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Performing Arts 
 
Drama  
 
The Drama department has been as busy as ever this week. 
 
S1 have been finishing their Murder Mystery unit with some truth telling diary entries: 
  

 
There have been confessions, innocent people being arrested and confused inspectors! 
 
S3 have been focusing on monologues from various films, tv shows, plays and books. They 
are analysing what makes an effective monologue and are choosing one to research and 
rehearse over the Easter break. 
 
National 5/Highers 
Our seniors did an amazing job in completing a filmed run through of their final practical 
acting pieces just before the school building closed - Mrs Tant and Mrs Duncan were very 
proud of their hard work, resilience and dedication to their performances. A special thank 
you to those who stepped in to take the place of those who were absent. Seniors are now 
focusing on finalising the Preparation for Performance essays and completing past papers. 
 
30 day challenge 
For a bit of fun, we have been posting one question everyday on Google Classroom for the 
pupils to answer. Here are a couple of examples from earlier this week: 
Name your favourite actor & explain why you like him/her? 
 
Pupil responses: 

 It’s got to be Rowan Atkinson, just brings joy to every scene he is in and has the 
most unmatchable facial expressions. 

 Winona Ryder - I grew up watching her in films such as Beetlejuice, Heathers and 
Little Women. More recently I enjoyed watching her portray the character of Joyce in 
Stranger Things. She’s always open about her mental health issues which I think is a 
big thing in today’s society and she’s helped me through a lot of hard times. It’s hard 
to explain the connection I feel with her as I don’t know her personally. However, I 
hope to one day be as good as her or to make such an impact on someone’s life as 
she’s made on mine :) 



 
Music  
 
S1have been busy experimenting with new ways of creating music online. They have been 
using a programme called ‘Groove Pizza’ to create their own drum patterns. Here’s an 
example of one of them: 

 

 
 
Both S1 and S2 have been working on ‘Feel Good’ poster projects where they focused on 
their personal top 10 favourite ‘feel good’ songs. 
 

 
S3 have continued with their study of musical concepts using ‘My Music Online’ and ‘Quizlet.’ 
They are also completing a short composing task on a program called ‘Noteflight. 

 

Our Senior pupils have been revising time signatures using YouTube clips and should be 
revising listening concepts using: https://mymusiconline.co.uk to prepare for forthcoming 
online listening tasks which are currently being produced. 
 
  

https://mymusiconline.co.uk/


Design & Technology 
 

 
Art & Design 
 
As we become familiar with home learning pupils can access the 
Art online classroom where they can work through a huge 
variety of BGE lessons. The lessons have been divided into lessons 
suitable for all learners. 
Senior phase pupils should continue folio work to upload for their  
e-folios.  Regular contact with their art teacher is important. 
 
 

 
Creative Design & Technology (CDT) 
 
Using Google classroom, our teachers are providing a variety 
of quizzes, classroom theory, video clips and design 
challenges based around Design & Manufacture, Graphic 
Communication and Engineering Science.  The response from 
pupils has been superb with one S1 student sending in pictures 
of her own Beasty Bothy she made from old pallets in her 
garden.  
 
 

 
Food & Textile Technology 
 
All BGE pupils are being set weekly tasks with an 
optional baking/cooking assignment should they wish 
to try at home.  Pupils have been sending in pictures 
of their creations which is great.   
Senior phase pupils are completing assignments 
before the Easter deadline. 
 
 

 
Communication 
 
We are communicating successfully at home with each other and pupils 
using the following: 
Google Classroom - pupils 
Google Hangouts - Staff meetings 
Whats App - Staff groups 
Edubuzz – staff and pupils 

 
 
 
Other News 
 
Some good news to cheer us all up, Mr Crown had a 
lovely baby boy last week called Harris. We can’t wait 
for cuddles when we get to meet him. 
 
 


