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Introduction  
The following provides a summarised version of the modifications published in October. The modifications have been made to support greater 
opportunities for learning and teaching in session 2020–21, in the context of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. 
 

National 5 course assessment 2020–21 
Following the announcement by the Deputy First Minister on 6 October 2020, there will be no external assessment for National 5 courses 
in session 2020–21. Candidates will not be required to sit exams and SQA will not assess coursework. Instead, we are working with 
stakeholders on an alternative certification model for National 5 that is based on teacher and lecturer estimates.  
 
We are developing subject specific guidance for National 5 on gathering evidence for the purpose of estimation in session 2020-21. This 
guidance will include where some modifications to National 5 courses have been applied to support increased opportunities for learning and 
teaching and progression to Higher. Full details regarding the proposed modifications to National 5 courses, prior to the Deputy First Minister’s 
announcement can be found in within the analysis of consultation responses. 
 
 
Modification tables 
Here you will find links to:  

♦ the full modifications to National 3 and National 4 unit assessments and freestanding units at SCQF levels 5,6 and 7. 
♦ a summary of Higher and Advanced Higher courses set out by subject in individual tables.  

 
We have published modification summary documents that detail the arrangements for Higher and Advanced Higher assessments in session 
2020–21. These are available from the relevant NQ subject pages at www.sqa.org.uk/nqsubjects. 
   

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/outcomes-national-consultation-2021.pdf
http://www.sqa.org.uk/nqsubjects
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National 3, National 4 and SCQF level 5, 6 and 7 freestanding units  
The following table contains links to the modifications that are in place for candidates undertaking their National 3 and National 4 courses, and 
freestanding units at SCQF levels 5, 6 and 7 (where appropriate). Click on the links for details of the modifications which have been put in place 
for session 2020-21 only. 

 
Subject Link to modifications for session 2020–21  

Administration and IT https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-admin-it.pdf  
Art and Design https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-art-design.pdf  
Biology https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-biology.pdf  
Chemistry https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-chemistry.pdf  
Design and Manufacture https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-design-and-manufacture.pdf  
English https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-english.pdf  
Environmental Science https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-environmental-science.pdf  
Fashion and Textile Technology https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-fashion-textile-technology.pdf  
Graphic Communication https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-graphic-communication.pdf  
Health and Food Technology https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-health-food-technology.pdf  
Human Biology https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-human-biology.pdf  
Media https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-media.pdf  
Music https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-music.pdf  
Music Technology https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-music-technology.pdf  
Practical Cookery https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-practical-cookery.pdf  
Physics https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-physics.pdf  
Science https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-science.pdf  

   

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-admin-it.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-art-design.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-biology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-chemistry.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-design-and-manufacture.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-english.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-environmental-science.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-fashion-textile-technology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-graphic-communication.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-health-food-technology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-human-biology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-media.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-music.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-music-technology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-practical-cookery.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-physics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/arrangements-report-science.pdf
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Higher and Advanced Higher 
The following table summarises the final modifications that are in place for candidates undertaking their Higher and Advanced Higher courses 
in session 2020-21. Further detail of the modifications at subject level can be found at www.sqa.org.uk/nqsubjects  
 

  

Subject 

Level Modifications for session 2020-21 

Accounting 

Higher Modification across the course assessment: 
Removal of the coursework component (assignment), and no direct sampling of associated content in the question paper. 
We advise centres to continue to deliver the course as normal. As always, teachers and lecturers will be made aware of the 
topics that would have been in the assignment. They will be free to decide timing and depth of delivery, and any internal 
assessment of these topics. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the course assessment: 
We have informed centres of topic areas of content that will not be directly assessed in 2021.  
Although these topics will not be externally assessed, we recommend centres continue to deliver the entire course. Teachers 
and lecturers can decide timing, depth of delivery and any internal assessment of this content in session 2020–21. 

Administration and IT 

Higher Modification of the assignment to: 
Remove the practical database tasks. Assignment reduces by 10 marks to 60 marks, comprising 24 marks for the spreadsheet 
tasks, 24 marks for the word-processing / DTP tasks and 12 marks for the communications tasks. 
Reduce the assignment duration to acknowledge removal of the practical database tasks. Change from 2 hours to 1 hour and 45 
minutes. 
Delay to the coursework assessment period. 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/nqsubjects
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-accounting.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-admin-it.pdf
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Art and Design 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
Further optionality will be introduced into the question paper. Candidates will choose to respond to either the Expressive Art 
Studies or Design Studies section. This will reduce the marks available for the question paper from 60 to 30, and the time 
allocation to 1 hour and 15 minutes (including reading time as at present). 
 
This mark will be scaled so that the question paper remains as 23% of the course. 
Guidance on the portfolios: 
Guidance on the amount of work that candidates can submit for each stage of the portfolios will be provided. For example, 
guidance on choosing a less complex theme/design brief. 
 
The guidance will be provided in a separate document. There will also be an audio visual presentation giving examples of 
expressive and design portfolios to illustrate how the guidance can be applied in practice. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the portfolios: 
The volume of practical work for both the expressive and design portfolio will be reduced from 8–16 A1 sheets (or equivalent) 
to 6–12 A1 sheets (or equivalent). Sketchbooks and formats smaller than A1 sheets are acceptable for this work. 

Biology 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the project: 
Removal of the coursework component (project) for session 2020–21. 

Business Management 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We have informed centres of sub-topic areas of content that will not be directly assessed in 2021. 
 
We advise centres to continue to deliver the course as normal. Teachers and lecturers will be aware of the sub-topic areas/ 
themes that will not feature in the question paper for 2021, and will be free to decide timing and depth of delivery and any 
internal assessment of these sub-topics and themes. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-art-design.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-guidance-art-design.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-biology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-business-management.pdf
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Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification across the course assessment: 
Centres will be informed of topic areas of content that will not be directly assessed in 2021. 

Care 

Higher Modification of the project:  
Under normal circumstances candidates have a choice of three briefs to base their project on. For 2020-21, we have specified 
one brief that all candidates must use.  

Chemistry 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
Removal of the coursework component (assignment) for session 2020–21. 
 
Provision of guidance to centres on: 
♦ gathering robust evidence to ensure accurate estimates in the event of a cancellation of the exam diet. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the project: 
Removal of the coursework component (project) for session 2020–21. 

Childcare and Development 

Higher Modification of the project: 
Under normal circumstances candidates have a choice of three briefs on which to base their project. We will specify one brief 
that all candidates must use. Centres will be informed of the one brief that candidates must use for their projects in 2021. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-care.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-chemistry.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-childcare-development.pdf
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Classical Studies 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We have informed centres of one universal idea, theme or value that will not be directly assessed in the Classical Literature 
question paper. We have also informed centres of one theme not sampled in each of the four parts of the Classical society 
question paper:  

Section 1 Life in classical Greece: Part A — Power and freedom, and Part B — Religion and belief  
Section 2 Life in the Roman world: Part A — Power and freedom, and Part B — Religion and belief. 
 
We advise centres to continue to deliver the course as normal. Teachers and lecturers will be aware of the themes and 
knowledge areas that will not feature in the question paper for 2021, and will be free to decide timing and depth of delivery, and 
any internal assessment of these themes and areas. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Centres have been informed of the books of classical texts which will be assessed in Part A – Classical Literature. For example, 
Plato, Republic, Books 1 and 2 (prescribed text in Course Specification — Plato, Republic Books 1–5) 

Computing Science 

Higher Both the assignment and question paper components will be modified to provide an option to complete either the database or 
web sections. 
 
Modification of the question paper: 
Total marks — 80 
The paper will be structured with sections for each area of the course. 
 
Section 1 is mandatory and will consist of 55 marks from Computer Systems and SDD. There will be a combination of short 
response questions and larger questions with more complex scenarios and multiple parts.  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-classical-studies.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-computing-science.pdf
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Section 2 will contain the optional database or web questions. Each will consist of 25 marks. There will be a combination of short 
response questions and larger questions with more complex scenarios and multiple parts.  
The question paper duration will be reduced to 2 hrs (previously 2.5 hrs). 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
Total marks — 40 
The SDD task will be mandatory and remain unchanged (25 marks, 15 of these for implementation). Candidates will have the 
option to complete the database or web task (each 15 marks). 
 
The time for completing the assignment will be reduced from 8 to 6 hours. Other conditions of assessment are unchanged. 

Advanced 
Higher 

The following content will not be assessed in 2020–21: 

♦ Computer Systems 
♦ Evaluation (SDD, WDD, DDD) 
 
Modification of the question paper: 
The question paper will be reduced to 70 marks. Section 1 will be 15 marks; Section 2 will remain as four multiple-part questions 
worth a total of 55 marks. There will be no Computer Systems or Evaluation questions.  
 
Modification of the project: 
The project will be reduced to 75 marks. 
 
The Evaluation section will be removed. 

Dance 

Higher Guidance for centres on the practical activity: 
Candidates can continue to create a group choreography with a recommendation of no more than four dancers, or alternatively, 
candidates can create a solo dance excluding themselves. If candidates choose a solo choreography, they will need to use a 
motif and develop this through the use of three complex devices to convey the choreographic intentions.  
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-dance.pdf
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Whichever option is chosen will impact on the choreographic devices and/or spatial elements candidates choose. Guidance has 
been provided to centres on the use of suitable choreographic devices and spatial elements. 

Design and Manufacture 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
Under normal circumstances 5 marks are available for ’Carry out research into a given brief’. For 2020–21, SQA will produce this 
research, and include this in the published candidate assessment task, meaning that the candidates will all begin by using the 
research provided to complete their specification. 
 
This will reduce the volume of work that candidates are required to produce for their assignment. Candidates spend a lot of time 
on research, so providing it to them will free up learning and teaching time. 
 
Under normal circumstances 8 marks are available for practical modelling skills. We will remove the requirement to construct a 
practical model from the assignment. 
 
These changes will reduce the marks available for this component from 90 to 77. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Optionality will be introduced into Section 1 of the question paper. Candidates will respond to either question 1 (Product analysis) 
or question 2 (Product evolution). This will reduce the marks available in the question paper from 80 to 65 and free up learning 
and teaching time. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The last section of the assignment is ‘Manufacture a presentation model’ which is worth 12 marks. The requirement for 
candidates to do this part of the assignment will be removed. This will reduce the marks available from 120 to 108. 

Drama 

Higher Guidance for centres on the performance:  
Centres should consider the text(s) chosen, to minimise the physical interactions between candidates. All production roles 
should be achievable with correct risk assessment and cleaning regimes except for Make-up and Hair. Make-up and Hair should 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-guidance-h-dance.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-design-manufacture.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45712.html
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only be offered by centres if government health advice at the time allows. Alternatively, we would recommend that centres do not 
present this option.  
 
We recommend that no more than four candidates should be in each interactive piece. We recommend that directors should 
direct no more than four candidates. Centres should follow government health advice with regards to an appropriate audience. 
Alternatively, it would be acceptable for the audience to consist only of the visiting assessor. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Guidance for centres on the performance: 
Centres should consider the text(s) chosen, to minimise the physical interactions between candidates.  
 
We recommend that no more than four candidates should be in each interactive piece. We recommend that directors should 
direct no more than four candidates. Centres should follow government health advice with regards to an appropriate audience. 
Alternatively, it would be acceptable for the audience to consist of only the visiting assessor. 

Economics 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We have informed centres of sub-topic areas of content that will not be directly assessed in 2020–21. We advise centres to 
continue to deliver the course as normal. Teachers and lecturers will be aware of the sub-topic areas/themes that will not feature 
in the question paper for 2021, and will be free to decide timing and depth of delivery and any internal assessment of these sub-
topics and themes. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Centres will be notified of the broad macroeconomic topics that will be covered in the examination in 2021. 

Engineering Science 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-economics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-engineering-science.pdf
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Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the project: 
The coursework component (project) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

English 

Higher Modification across the course assessment: 
Remove Performance–spoken language as a mandatory component for session 2020–21 
Reduce the Portfolio–writing to one piece (either broadly creative or broadly discursive). Retain the 30% weighting. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of component 3: portfolio–writing: 
For session 2020–21, the portfolio–writing will contain one piece of writing (from any genre). The expectation is that this 
modification will free up more time for teaching and learning and, given the circumstances this session, allow for realistic levels 
of independent or self-directed learning. 
 
The portfolio–writing piece will be marked out of 15, but the 30% weighting for this component will remain. The advice on length 
of the piece of writing remains the same, with no word count, but it should be appropriate to purpose and genre.  
 
The portfolio–writing will be submitted to SQA for external marking. All current conditions of assessment remain unchanged. 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 

Higher Provision of guidance to centres on: 
Volume, type and approach to gathering of evidence to support teachers and lecturers in either a face-to-face or remote 
situation. 

Environmental Science 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Fashion and Textile Technology 

Higher Modification of the assignment to: 
Candidates will select from two briefs, which will be designed with target groups that candidates will be able to access easily. 
This will be a written exercise only and can be completed at any point in the session, enabling centres to work around 
restrictions.  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-english.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45678.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-environmental-science.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-fashion-textile-technology.pdf
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Modification of the practical activity: 
For the practical activity component, candidates will make one item, using eight different construction techniques. This is not 
linked to component 2 (assignment) and will assess practical techniques and abilities. 
 
An online Understanding Standards resource demonstrates the step-by-step construction of a bag that can be used by centres to 
support the delivery and assessment of this component. This will help to reduce workload, as well as costs and resources. As 
there is a linked video, it is also a safer approach where live demonstrations in classroom settings may not be possible. 
 
Centres are not restricted to using the Understanding Standards material and can source and/or create their own teaching 
resources to display techniques. Personalisation and choice in terms of fabric choices, range of decorative features, colours and 
design is still applicable.  
 
Teachers and lecturers are required to record the practical mark in the same way and, with all candidates making the same item, 
this will reduce pressure on learning and teaching time.  
 
Photographic evidence will be required for each of the eight construction techniques applied to the item being made. 
 
Candidates can complete the practical activity component at any stage throughout the year to suit centre’s needs.  
 
Centres are required to provide evidence for skills that have been assessed in the practical activity to support a centre-generated 
mark. This evidence can be collected at any stage in the session, recognising that practical work in many centres is currently not 
allowed or severely restricted. 

Gàidhlig 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment–writing) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of question paper 2 Litreachas (Literature):  
Removal of the ‘Sgrìobhadh’ (Writing) element from this component, which under normal circumstances covers ‘Litreachas agus 
Sgrìobhadh’. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-gaidhlig.pdf
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Geography/Cruinn-eòlas 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
Question paper 1: in the Physical Environments section, we will remove one of the landscape types that candidates need to 
study. Centres have been informed of which landscape types will be assessed in the question paper. 
 
This does not affect: 
♦ the structure of this section, or the total marks for this section (30 marks scaled to 15 marks). 
♦ the structure and total marks (100 marks scaled to 50 marks) of the question paper or the duration of the exam (1 hour and 

50 minutes). 
 
Question paper 2: in the Global Issues section, we will reduce the number of optional questions that candidates need to answer 
from two to one. All current options will remain available.  
 
This will reduce the number of marks for this section from 40 marks to 20 marks (after scaling, from 20 marks to 10 marks). 
This does not affect the structure of this section. The question paper will still consist of two sections: Global Issues and 
Application of geographical skills. 
The total marks for this question paper will reduce from 60 marks to 40 marks (30 marks to 20 marks after scaling). The duration 
of this question paper will reduce from 1 hour and 10 minutes to 50 minutes. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 
After the question paper marks have been scaled, the proposed changes will result in the total marks for the course assessment 
reducing from 110 marks to 70 marks. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Guidance on the project–folio: 
Guidance has been provided to support centres in delivery of the project–folio.  
 
Modification of the question paper: 
We have informed centres of some techniques which will not be assessed in the question paper. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-geography.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-guidance-ah-geography.pdf
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Graphic Communication 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We will remove 15 marks from the question paper, so it will be out of 75 rather than 90 marks. The duration of the exam will 
decrease from 2 hours 30 minutes to 2 hours. The topic area ‘Drawing standards, protocols and conventions’ will be removed 
from the question paper; implied knowledge of this will be evidenced through the assignment. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The 2020 assignment will be reissued for session 2021 and it will be published as soon as administrative amends are made to it, 
rather than at the end of January.  
 
The highly supervised assessment conditions, and the 8 hour time limit will remain in place (the assignment is designed to be 
completed in 8 hours and spending any further time on it could negatively impinge on the ability of candidates to undertake all 
learning and teaching required and prepare for the question paper) but there are two new points of guidance:  

1. Candidates can do thumbnail or sketching tasks from home if necessary, for example, if a centre is closed due to a localised 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
2. Candidates can spend additional time on the assignment if necessary, for example, if a centre is closed due to a localised 
COVID-19 outbreak. It is down to the professional judgement of the centre to determine how much additional time is appropriate. 
 
The course weighting will change to 58% question paper and 42% assignment. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
The topic area 'Graphic communication as it impacts on our environment and society' will be removed from the question paper.  

This will remove 10 marks from the question paper, so it will be out of 80 rather than 90 marks. This will reduce the question 
paper duration from 2 hours and 30 minutes to 2 hours.  

Modification of the project: 
The analysis and research, the specification, project plan preliminary planning and the evaluation tasks will be removed from the 
project. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-graphic-communication.pdf
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This will remove 30 marks from the project to allow candidates to focus on practical work. This means that the marks allocated to 
the project will decrease from 90 to 60 marks.  

The course weighting will change to 57% question paper (80 marks) and 43% project (60 marks). 

Health and Food Technology 

Higher Modification to the question paper: 
Include optionality within questions 2 to 5, where candidates can choose three questions out of four to attempt. 
Question 1 remains as mandatory — candidates must attempt this question. 
 
Modification of the assignment to: 
Design the briefs with a focus group. 
Reduce the number of investigations candidates must undertake in the assignment from three to two, and subsequently the 
number of linked justifications from ten to eight. 
Remove sections 3 and 4, to remove the need for a cooking method, sensory testing and evaluating, which all pose issues in the 
current situation around restrictions and lack of practical work in centres. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Include optionality within the evaluation questions, where candidates can choose to attempt one 'evaluate' question out of two. 
All other questions remain as mandatory and candidates must attempt these. 

History/Eachdraidh 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We propose sampling four of six key issues instead of three of six key issues in the British, European and world question paper. 
Candidates will choose one essay from a choice of four. Centres have been provided with guidance to support them in the 
creation of assessments and prelims to reflect the Higher specimen question paper. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Centres have been informed of two areas / key issues which will not be sampled in the question paper. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-health-food-technology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-history.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-guidance-h-history.pdf
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Human Biology 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Latin 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
On the Literary Appreciation question paper candidates normally choose to answer on any two authors from a choice of five 
authors of the prescribed texts.  

For session 2020–21, candidates are required to answer on one author only. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
For session 2020–21, the verse translating text will be removed from within the course assessment of component 2. 
 
The recently developed common questions and additional good practice guidance on the dissertation should be helpful in 
providing enhanced guidance to candidates — this could potentially reduce teaching and learning time. Additional support in the 
coursework assessment task for candidates may also potentially reduce reasonable assistance and supervision required. 

Mathematics/ Matamataig 

Higher Modification of the question papers: 
Optionality has been introduced in both components of the assessment. Candidates will sit a number of mandatory questions 
and then have a choice of questions in one of two options. Each option represents a similar amount of learning and teaching 
time and will be of similar difficulty in the assessment. 20% of the total marks will be allocated to each optional section. 
 
A minor adjustment to the length of the question papers has been introduced to accommodate this optionality. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of question paper 2: 
Given the duration and mark allocation in the first component, there is no optionality in paper 1. Optionality has been introduced 
in paper 2. Candidates will sit a number of mandatory questions and then have a choice of questions in one of two options. Each 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-human-biology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-latin.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/cq-latin.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ah-dissertation-guidance-latin.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-mathematics.pdf
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option represents a similar amount of learning and teaching time and will be of similar difficulty in the assessment. 16% of the 
total marks will be allocated to each optional section. 

A minor adjustment to the length of the question paper has been introduced to accommodate this optionality. 

Mathematics of Mechanics 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Optionality has been introduced into the question paper. Candidates will sit a number of mandatory questions and then have a 
choice of questions in one of two options. Each option represents a similar amount of learning and teaching time and will be of 
similar difficulty in the assessment. 11% of the total marks will be allocated to each optional section. 

A minor adjustment to the length of the question paper has been introduced to accommodate this optionality. 

Media 

Higher Modification of the question paper to: 
Offer optionality between question 1 or question 2 in Section 1 of question paper 1. Candidates will only answer one of the two 
available questions. 
Reduction of 20 marks in question paper 1 (from total of 50). The duration of the question paper (2 hours and 30 minutes) will 
also be reduced to 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
Section 1: Planning 

♦ candidates will produce just one section on content research, instead of two. 

Reduction of 5 marks. 

♦ candidates will research production role(s) and/or institutional context.  

Reduction of 5 marks. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-mathematics-mechanics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-media.pdf
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Modern Languages 

Higher Modification of the assignment:  
Remove component 4: Assignment–writing from the course assessment for session 2020–21 only. This will reduce the overall 
number of raw course assessment marks by 20. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Optionality has been introduced into the question paper. Candidates will sit a number of mandatory questions and then have a 
choice of questions in one of two options. Each option represents a similar amount of learning and teaching time and will be of 
similar difficulty in the assessment. 11% of the total marks will be allocated to each optional section. 

A minor adjustment to the length of the question paper has been introduced to accommodate this optionality. 

Modern Studies/ Nuadh-eòlas 

Higher Modification of question paper 1: 
Increasing question choice in each section in question paper 1: 
 
Section 1: increase in the number of extended-response questions from three to four. 
Section 2: increase in the number of extended-response questions from two to three. 
Section 3: increase in the number of extended-response questions from two to three. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Providing question optionality for each topic area. 
Within each section, each topic area will now contain a choice of two extended-response questions.  
Candidates will continue to answer two questions from separate topics. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-modern-languages.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-modern-studies.pdf
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Music 

Higher Modification of the performance components: 
Minimum programme duration across both instruments, or one instrument and voice: 10 minutes.  
Maximum programme duration across both instruments, or one instrument and voice: 11 minutes.  
Minimum performance time on one instrument or voice: 3 minutes.  
Minimum number of drum kit styles: four styles. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 
 
Although the assignment is not part of course assessment for 2020–21, centres should consider candidates’ progression in 
composition in future sessions. The assessment of composing skills is not mandatory for 2020–21, however centres could 
consider continuing with learning and teaching composing activities. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the performance components: 
Minimum programme duration across both instruments, or one instrument and voice: 15 minutes.  
Maximum programme duration across both instruments, or one instrument and voice: 17 minutes.  
Minimum performance time on one instrument or voice: 5 minutes.  
Minimum number of drum kit styles: five styles. 
 
Advanced Higher bagpipe players must perform a piobaireachd including the crunluath and a minimum of two other styles 
chosen from a march, Strathspey and reel. Candidates may miss out repeats in the march, Strathspey and reel to accommodate 
their chosen time allocation on the instrument. 
 
Modification of the assignment  
The assignment is removed for session 2020–21 to allow centres to focus their available learning and teaching time with 
candidates on the question paper and shorter performing components. 
 
Although the assignment is not part of course assessment for 2020–21, centres should consider candidates’ progression in 
composition in future sessions. The assessment of composing skills is not mandatory for 2020–21, however centres could 
consider continuing with learning and teaching composing activities. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-music-music-portfolio.pdf
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Music: Portfolio 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the performance components: 
Minimum programme duration on one instrument and voice: 5 minutes.  
Maximum programme duration: 7 minutes.  
Minimum number of drum kit styles: five styles. 

Advanced Higher bagpipe players must perform a piobaireachd including the crunluath and a minimum of two other styles 
chosen from a march, Strathspey and reel. Candidates may miss out repeats in the march, Strathspey and reel to accommodate 
their chosen time allocation on the instrument. 
 
Modification of the portfolio: 
Minimum portfolio duration: 5 minutes.  
Maximum portfolio duration: 7 minutes. 
 
Modification of the assignment:  
The assignment is removed for session 2020–21 to allow centres to focus their available learning and teaching time with 
candidates on the question paper and shorter performing components. 

Music Technology 

Higher Removal of the assessment of audio capture in the assignments and project: 
Audio capture will not be assessed in the assignment. 
If centres have the resources and facilities, candidates can capture their own audio, however marks will not be awarded for this.  
Candidates must still plan their assignment. Candidate planning should detail the source of their media files (SQA or their own). 
Their plans do not need to include details of how audio was captured or microphone placement. 
 
We will publish a 2020–21 version of the Music Technology coursework assessment task. These will include a candidate brief 
aligned specifically to the media files we are providing. We will publish these coursework assessment tasks in due course. We 
will make the media files available on SQA’s secure website by late October. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Removal of the assessment of audio capture in the assignments and project: 
The revised structure of the project for session 2020–21 is a combination of the current research and production projects. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-music-music-portfolio.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-music-technology.pdf
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Audio capture and experimenting with capturing audio will not be assessed in the Advanced Higher Music Technology project in 
session 2020–21. 
 
If centres have the resources and facilities, candidates can capture their own audio, however marks will not be awarded for this. 
 
Candidates must still plan their project. Candidate planning should detail the source of their media files (SQA or their own). Their 
plans do not need to include details of how audio was captured or microphone placement. 
 
We will publish a 2020–21 version of the Music Technology coursework assessment task. These will include a candidate brief 
aligned specifically to the media files we are providing. We will publish these coursework assessment tasks in due course. We 
will make the media files available on SQA’s secure website by late October. 

Philosophy 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
Optional questions will be introduced to allow candidates to answer on either Descartes or Hume. 

Photography 

Higher Modification of the project: 
We will reduce the number of final images required in the project from 12 to 8 and provide the following guidance to assist 
centres: 

Equipment 
You should remind candidates that they can: 

♦ use mobile phone and/or tablet cameras for the Higher Photography project. 
♦ download camera and editing apps to give them more control than pre-installed camera apps. They can check phone or app 

settings to ensure that images are captured and stored at an acceptable resolution for printing. 
 
Topic 
Some topics take more time than others. For example, topics based on landscape photography frequently require fewer shoots, 
so can be less time-consuming than others, such as still life. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-philosophy.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-photography.pdf
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Investigative research 
There is no requirement for candidates to provide notes or comments/annotations on their research images. If there is a clear 
relevance to the candidate’s chosen topic then the images on their own can access the full range of marks. 
 
Body of work 
Candidates do not need to take a large number of images for each shoot or idea. Instead, they could take fewer, more focused 
images that demonstrate a range of techniques, compositions or ideas. 

Physical Education 

Higher Guidance for centres on the performance: course assessment task: 
The course assessment task will be modified to assess candidates' ability to effectively perform in one physical activity instead of 
two. 
 
Guidance for centres on the performance: assessment item 
Extent to which rules and regulations are followed and etiquette is displayed (including working with others). 
‘Working with others’ can be assessed by observing the level of co-operation demonstrated through interactions with an 
opponent or partner while observing physical distancing. Appropriate etiquette will be observable through adherence to rules or 
demonstration of suitable behaviour pre, during or post performance.  
 
Guidance for the question paper: 
Area of mandatory content: Key planning information — Interpretation of qualitative and quantitative information to allow 
identification of strengths and prioritise areas for development. 
Personal reflections about the effectiveness of the PDP process can be supported by test results/focused data collection. 
 
Qualitative information can be the basis for strengths and weaknesses being identified and prioritised. The use of a 
coach/teacher to corroborate judgements would provide further validity/reliability.  
 
Area of mandatory content: Recording, monitoring and evaluating performance development.  
Evaluation of the performance development process — making informed decisions based on evidence recorded from the 
monitoring process to judge the effectiveness of the performance development process. 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-physical-education.pdf
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Personal reflections about the effectiveness of the PDP process can be supported by test results/focused data collection. This 
would enable candidates to make evaluative statements about the potential impact of improvements on whole performance and 
targets set.  

Advanced 
Higher 

Guidance for centres on performance: 
Assessment item: Extent to which rules and regulations are followed and etiquette is displayed (including working with others). 
‘Working with others’ can be assessed by observing the level of co-operation demonstrated through interactions with an 
opponent or partner while observing physical distancing. Appropriate etiquette will be observable through adherence to rules or 
demonstration of suitable behaviour pre, during or post performance.  
 
Guidance for centres on the project: 
Stage 1 of the project: Collecting information to analyse factor(s) impacting on performance. 
Qualitative information from personal reflections can be used as a source for candidates to consider how the different factors can 
influence effective performance. Relevant results from recognised tests and analytical tools will also provide evidence of the 
impact of these factors upon a performance. Information from these could be qualitative and/or quantitative. 
 
Stage 4 of the project: Analysing progress and evaluating the performance development process, including considering future 
development needs. 
Personal reflections about the effectiveness of the PDP process can be supported by test results / focused data collection. This 
would enable candidates to make evaluative statements about the potential impact of improvements on whole performance and 
targets set. 

Physics 

Higher Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the project: 
The coursework component (project) will be removed for session 2020–21. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-physics.pdf
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Politics 

Higher Modification of question paper 1: 
Section 3 will contain the 12-mark extended response questions. In this section there will now be a choice of three questions, 
one from each content area. 
 
Sections 1 and 2 will contain the 20-mark extended response questions and both will continue to have two questions sampled 
from the three content areas. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Psychology 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
The question paper will now have two sections only: 
 
Section 1: Individual Behaviour — Sleep and Dreams (30 marks) 
Section 2: Social Behaviour — Conformity and Obedience (30 marks) 
 
All questions will be answered by candidates — there will be no optional questions. The total mark allocation in the question 
paper will reduce from 80 marks to 60 marks and the duration of the exam will reduce from 2 hours 40 minutes to 2 hours. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
For session 2020–21 we will slightly relax the conditions of assessment for the assignment and provide additional guidelines 
aimed at addressing the challenges involved in delivering the Higher Psychology assignment under socially distanced conditions. 

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
We have informed centres of small sub-topic areas of content that will not be directly assessed in 2021.  
 

https://sqanow.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/T206400261-Music/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B18538103-107D-4B52-B0E5-C45220FF15FA%7D&file=Music%20Technology%20Media%20Files%20-%20comms.%20draft.docx&wdLOR=c78E1043E-47E1-489E-8CBA-89B2C0CB4106&action=default&mobileredirect=truehttps://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-politics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-psychology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-rmps.pdf
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We advise centres to continue to deliver the course as normal. Teachers and lecturers will be aware of the sub-topic areas / 
themes that will not feature in the question paper for 2021, and will be free to decide timing and depth of delivery, and any 
internal assessment of these sub-topics and themes. 
 
Modification of the assignment: 
The coursework component (assignment) will be removed for session 2020–21 only. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Under normal circumstances candidates choose one from two essay questions in each section of the question paper. For 2021, 
this will be increased to three so that candidates have the option to answer on all three areas within each section. We will also 
inform centres of the areas of the course which will be assessed in the source questions. 

Sociology 

Higher Modification of the question paper: 
The question paper will now be two sections: 

Question 1: Human Society (30 marks) 
Question 2: Culture and Identity (25 marks) 
 
The total mark allocation for the question paper will reduce from 80 marks to 55 marks and the duration of the exam will reduce 
from 2 hours 40 minutes to 1 hour and 50 minutes. 

Statistics 

Advanced 
Higher 

Modification of the question paper: 
Optionality has been introduced into question paper 2. 7 marks out of 83 will be available for each optional section.  
 
Questions will be selected to ensure that whichever option a candidate chooses, the balance of the question paper overall will 
remain at 65% level C and 35% level A. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-sociology.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/modification-summary-report-statistics.pdf
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