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NBHS WEEKLY UPDATE 
Friday 18 December 2020 

 
 
Message from the Head Teacher  
 
Well, we have at last reached the final school week of 2020, and the final Weekly Update. In some 
ways, it feels as if 2020 has been a very long year, yet in other ways the year seems to have flown. I 
am not a great fan of clichés – indeed, I avoid them like the plague - but what comes to mind as I 
look back is best summed up in words that have now become clichéd: this has been ‘a year like no 
other’, and the challenges we have faced are ‘unprecedented’ in our lifetime. I am hugely proud, 
though, of the way the whole school community has risen to those challenges.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank publicly the amazing staff team at North Berwick High 
School. Admin, catering, cleaning, janitorial, senior leaders, support, teaching staff – all have gone 
above and beyond, day after day, to ensure that our young people continue to have the best 
learning experience possible, in a safe and happy environment. They are also wonderfully supportive 
colleagues, providing each other with whatever is required at a particular moment, whether that be 
a listening ear, encouragement, cajoling or laughter. And there is certainly always lots of laughter to 
be heard in the corridors and classrooms of NBHS, thankfully.  
 
There are times that I have felt heart-sorry for our young people this year. They have faced so many 
changes – often at the last minute – so many disappointments and frustrations. On top of that, they 
have had to constantly adhere to strict protocols and procedures; pupils all understand that these 
measures are designed to maintain everyone’s wellbeing and safety, but they undoubtedly impinge 
on their everyday lives. Yet our young people have proven to be resilient and determined to carry on 
regardless, focused on their studies and showing a commitment to their learning. They have also 
shown an abundance of kindness towards each other. Nowhere was their kindness seen more clearly 
than this week, when members of the S6 Health & Wellbeing Committee handed a page of personal 
compliments to each teacher, gathered from pupils in all year groups. This takes a lot of 
organisation, but there is no doubt it is worth it - the words on these pages mean such a lot to 
teachers and remind us how privileged we are to work in a school where warm, positive 
relationships are the norm. 
 
Kindness is one of our school values, and it is something that we aim to foster at all times in school. 
But it is clear that our pupils are also learning about kindness from home. We have received many 
lovely messages of thanks and support from parents and carers recently. I can’t tell you how much 
those messages mean to staff, and how much they lift our spirits. Thank you, most sincerely, for 
thinking of school staff and for being so supportive. 
 
We still have two days left in school and we want to make the most of them. Learning will continue 
in lessons (and via Google Classroom for those young people who, unfortunately, are currently 
having to self-isolate) but there are also some special Christmas activities planned. Both days next 
week are dress down days, with a Christmas jumper and Christmas headgear. We hope that pupils 
will bring a donation for our school charities for these dress down days. We also have a Christmas 
assembly from our chaplain, Neil Dougall, and a final whole-school assembly from me. The highlight 
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on Tuesday, I’m sure, will be our S6 panto, which all pupils will watch in their tutor groups. This year 
the S6s, directed by Ms Prete and Ms Tant, tell the story of The Grinch; I know there will be lots of 
fun, music and dance, as well as a few surprises. We have already seen the ‘talent’ of many of our 
staff, in the Masked Singer videos shown in tutor time during this week. It certainly caused much 
merriment and started each day off with a smile. Thank you to Mrs Loudon for organising and 
editing the videos, and to all the staff who took part.   
 
As much as possible, the everyday life of the school goes on but we are all aware it is against the 
backdrop of a pandemic. I know that many of you will have been anxious when you received three 
letters this week about positive COVID-19 cases in the school. However, I want to assure you that it 
is a very small number of cases. The school is being well-supported by the East Lothian education 
COVID-19 team and by Health Protection Scotland. School staff have liaised directly with parents of 
individual pupils who have either tested positive or have been identified as a close contact. All other 
communication to parents and carers, including the NHS Lothian letters, comes via the EL COVID-19 
team. During the Christmas break, this team will manage any positive COVID-19 cases in East Lothian 
schools. You will find the contact email address and telephone number towards the end of this 
Update. Please do keep a note of it, even though I sincerely hope you do not have to use it. The 
school’s email inboxes will not be monitored over the holiday, as all staff need a proper break. 
 
School remains open until 3.25 pm on Tuesday 22 December and staff look forward to enjoying the 
last two days of the term with pupils. We will certainly be thinking of those members of our school 
community who are not able to be in school because of COVID-19. As noted above, teachers 
continue to post work on Google Classroom so pupils who are absent can keep up with their school 
work, as long as they are well enough.  
 
It remains for me to wish every member of our school community a very happy, peaceful Christmas. 
I sincerely hope that everyone keeps healthy and safe. We all have a personal responsibility to be 
considerate of others, following all health guidelines and foregoing any parties or gatherings for the 
time being. Let’s do all that we can to keep each other safe. This Christmas break is about being with 
our closest loved ones and being grateful for the small, precious moments in life – moments which 
nourish and replenish our spirits.  
 
Sending my love and best wishes to you all 
Lauren Rodger 
 

 

North Berwick High School PTA Festive Fair  
Last Few Days! 
Left it late to shop? Worried about delivery times? Struggling for gift ideas?  
Problem Solved! Shop at NBHS Festive Fair tonight! 
Click here to enter our Festive Fair 
Find bespoke artwork, wonderful food and drink items, beauty & pampering gifts, unique children's 
gifts, candles, Christmas decorations, handmade wreaths, homeware and so much more...... 
Don't miss this great opportunity to do your Christmas shopping from the comfort of your own 
home and support our local businesses. 
Please share this invitation with friends and family 
  

https://festivefair-nbhspta.org/
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Christmas Doors  
A massive well done to every classroom/tutor group that took part in the Christmas Door 
competition. Two S2 pupils, Charlie and Sadie, kindly volunteered to judge the worthy title of 'Best 

Christmas Door 2020!'🎄🎅 
 
The judges were extremely strict! Points were awarded for originality, time, effort and a sense of 
fun. Unfortunately, there were a few doors disqualified by the judges for lack of effort. But the 
competition was already very high. Below are the winners and their stunning doors: 
 
1st Place (originality and effort)  Winter scene, Mrs Neri 
 
2nd Place (collectively as a whole)        Gingerbread Company, CDT department 
 
3rd Place (sense of humour, and adding her face to the window while being judged)  

The Grinch, Mrs Rodger 
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Retail Class Christmas Activities   
A massive congratulations to our Retail pupils as they have managed to raise £507 by selling Candy 
Canes and having a Christmas hamper raffle.  They have worked incredibly hard and followed the 
same procedures that retail employees must follow in the current climate. They will be using the 
money to purchase presents for the Radio Forth Mission Christmas appeal. The class would like to 
say a big thank you to pupils and staff who supported them throughout December. 
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Face coverings in Senior Phase classes  
As East Lothian moves back into tier 3 from 6.00 pm tonight (Friday), senior pupils will have to wear 
face coverings in lessons as a rule, not just on a voluntary basis. Teachers will, of course, also have to 
wear a face covering in Senior Phase classes. All members of the school community should continue 
to wear face coverings in all communal areas of the building.  
 
 
S4 and S5 Study Guide  
Our S6 Health and Wellbeing Committee have issued all S4 and S5 pupils with a study / revision 
guide, containing tips and advice for each subject and, of course, a comforting bar of chocolate! 
Huge thanks to them for all the work that they put in to this. It’s a really useful tool for pupils and we 
will make it available on the website if parents would like to see it too. 
 
 
National Qualifications Course Assessment Calendar 
Below is the calendar of planned assessments for next week for National 5, Higher and Advanced 
Higher courses. Pupils have been aware of these dates for some time and, hopefully, have been 
diligent in preparing well for their assessments.  
 

 
 
 
 
Law House - change of Depute Head Teacher Head of House 
From 6 January, Mr Jones is going to take over from Mrs Neri as Head of Law House, working closely 
with Law House guidance teacher, Mr Stebbing. DHT/House links, then, will be as follows: 
 

Craig House Craig Burgess  Fraser McCallum 
Fidra House Euan Orr  Lara Neri 
Glen House Gill Casson  Robert Jones 
Law House Craig Stebbing  Robert Jones 

 
 
S3 Virtual Parents' Evening  
The S3 parents' night is not until Thursday 21 January, but S3 pupils have been setting up their 
virtual appointment rooms this week. S3 pupils will be making actual appointments with teachers on 
a paper appointment sheet as usual in the new year, at which time we will be issuing full details of 
the virtual parents' evening process to all S3 parents. In other words, pupils have been undertaking a 
preparatory technical task this week, but otherwise there is nothing for anyone to do until the new 
year. 
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NHS Lothian Children’s Services website  
NHS Lothian is working to create a new website for Children’s Services and all child health 
information for families living in the Lothian area.  The site will focus on information for children, 
young people, parents, carers and families about our hospitals, clinics, treatments and conditions, 
etc. helping empower them with information about their health care, and reduce anxiety by giving 
young people a place to understand about coming to hospital for an admission, tests, or for a clinic 
appointment.  The site will launch in 2021 and will also include information about the new Royal 
Hospital for Children and Young People in Edinburgh. 
 
An online survey is open for children, young people and their parents and carers to help shape the 
design of the site by sharing feedback on some of the styles the website might take.  The survey is 
anonymous and will only take 5-6 minutes to complete.  Thank you  
https://forms.gle/GF8tfYQdSFvd44jXA  
 
 
Attendance Mailbox 
We have a specific email address for all attendance matters. There is no need to phone the school – 
just send us an email to the Attendance address with the detail of absence, appointments etc. We 
recommend that you add this email address to your contacts so that it is quick and easy for you to 
access.  

attendance@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 

NBHS Communications, including during Christmas Holiday 
Just a reminder that if you wish to contact school you can email us at the address below, or contact 
your child’s guidance teacher directly.  

communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
Please note that the Communications inbox will not be monitored during the Christmas break.  
 
If your child tests positive for Covid-19 during the holiday period please email the details to 
covidinschools@eastlothian.gov.uk. If you have no access to email then call East Lothian Council on 
01875 613921. 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 22 December, 3.25 pm  School closes for Christmas break 
Wednesday 6 January, 8.30 am  School reopens  
Wednesday 13 January   S2 virtual parents’ evening 
Thursday 21 January   S3 virtual parents’ evening 
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