NORTH BERWICK HIGH SCHOOL
PARENT SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
Date of Meeting

Tuesday 13th September 2016

Venue

CDT Classroom, North Berwick High School

Purpose

Annual AGM & Elections

Present (PSP)

Mark Lucas (Vice-Chair), Alistair Leckie, Nina Thain, Fergus Watson

Present (Parent Forum)

Anne Whiteside, Patricia Gibb, Eddie Clark, Ian Armstrong, Susan Begg,
Liz Partington, Nicola Semple, Miranda May

Apologies

Anne Duncan, Michael Ingram, Karin Sode, Mark Holling

Staff in Attendance

Lauren Rodger (HT), Robert Jones (DHT), Joanne Bloomfield, Jane McCormack

Guests

East Lothian Council: Cllr Jim Goodfellow

Clerk

Minutes taken by Tracy Ann Lonie (PSP Clerk)

Circulation

All Parent Forum, Valerie McIntyre & Local Councillors

Next Meeting

Tuesday 11th October 2016

1.

Welcome
Mark Lucas (Vice-Chair) welcomed everyone to the 2016 AGM and thanked
everyone for attending. He asked everyone to introduce themselves and
expressed his disappointment at the low attendance this evening for the AGM.

2.

AGM Business - PSP Update
The Chair introduced the business of the AGM and briefly reviewed the past
year with a focus on the following topics:
 Senior Phase Structure and Curriculum
 Population Growth
 School Budget
 Attainment Levels

3.

Minutes from AGM 2015
The Vice-Chair asked if everyone had the opportunity to read last year’s draft
AGM minutes and said that there were copies available in the room. He gave
everyone a few minutes to read them and a vote was put forward to adopt the
minutes as read and this was carried forward.

Action

4.

Election of new Parent School Partnership (PSP) members
The Vice-Chair asked if any of those present at the meeting would like to
volunteer to become a member of the PSP going forward with a commitment
of eight meetings per year. CllrG pointed out that any member of the parent
forum could attend any of the PSP meetings throughout the year including the
AGM. Susan Begg, Liz Partington and Nicola Semple (all S1 parents) agreed to
join the PSP and were welcomed by all present.
It was agreed that a new Chair would be elected at the next meeting on
Tuesday 11th October after Fiona Perry’s resignation.

5.

NBHS Mental Health app
Jane McCormack (JM), Guidance Teacher at NBHS, gave a presentation on the
new app that has been developed for the school called, ‘Mind Your Head’.
Currently in testing stage with a plan to go live in November with all pupils
being able to download the app on their mobile devices. JM re-iterated the
importance of mental health, with it being one of the main priorities for this
year and the need for parental input into the new school policy for ‘healthy
minds’. A discussion ensued on how to get everyone involved, including
events being held twice a term in the school hall for both parents and
students. How to evaluate the impact of the app once live was also discussed.
ACTION: PSP members to contact JM with any suggestions or questions.

ALL

6.

Question and Answer Session/AOB
 Attendance of PSP Meetings – ideas were discussed in order to aim to
increase attendance at PSP meetings over the coming school year with
the headline being that it’s important for your children that you do get
involved. Suggestions included more frequent communications with the
parent body, ensuring a good mix of parents representing all school
years and possible change of venue to make it more informal.
 PTA AGM – Thursday 29th September – those present were reminded of
the date and encouraged to attend by the PTA Chair, Patricia Gibb, who
was present at the meeting
 P7/S1 Open Afternoon – Friday 23rd September – PSP representation
was encouraged by LR to join the PTA to promote both groups.
 CllrG requested an agenda item for the next meeting for the Planning
sub-group to consider submitting a response on behalf of NBHS PSP
regarding the consultation on the Local Development Plan (LDP) being
carried out over a six-week period beginning 23rd September.
ACTION: Agenda item for next meeting – Eddie Clark to attend meeting. TAL
 North Berwick Area Partnership – it was noted that there was still no
PSP representation at their meetings and that this should be considered
at the next meeting.
TAL
ACTION: Agenda item for next meeting.

7.

Close of meeting
The Vice-Chair closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. He
pointed out that an agenda for the meeting would be sent out by e-mail one
week in advance and encouraged all to attend.

8.

Date and venue of next meeting:
Tuesday 11th October at 7:00pm, School Library, NBHS
Dates of future Parent Council Meetings 2016/2017:
Tuesday 22nd November 2016
Tuesday 24th January 2017
Tuesday 7th March 2017
Tuesday 25th April 2017
Tuesday 6th June 2017

