
 
 
NBHS WEEKLY UPDATE 
Friday 2nd December 2022 

 
Message from HT 
 
Great to meet with Claire Morris, Team Leader for School Estates and PPP, and her colleague to take 

a look at entrance and exit points and school security.  My thanks to Claire and her team for their 

advice and support – keen to make sure we are operating as we should in terms of how we use the 

building.  Just as well we did this as I had a blind panic on Tuesday night that I’d lost my keys – 

house, school, car – the lot!  Still scrabbling about at 7pm, huge thanks to Graham our wonderful 

NBHS Facilities Manager who found them for me.  What a to-do! 

Wednesday saw a HT conference on the theme of equity – this remains such a core driver for all  

educators, and we see daily the impact of the cost of living crisis on our families and community.  

Staff at NBHS are committed to doing all we can to support with this agenda. 

Prelim Block 1 has finished and the young people have conducted themselves in an exemplary 

fashion.  My thanks to Barbara White, Chief Invigilator and Bob Kane, Deputy Chief Invigilator, and 

their team for their invaluable contributions. 

We are also busy working hard on our preparations for our festive events – these are such important 

events for our school ethos and while we are still not quite “back to normal” post-pandemic, we are 

giving it everything we’ve got to mark the festive season in style. 

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Moore 

 
Staffing Update 
 
I am pleased to let you know that Ms Ann Seddon has been appointed as our new HE auxiliary. 

Delighted to have her on board. 

We have also successfully appointed 2 ASN auxiliaries – Ms Kate Aspey and Ms Helen Bonnar, who 

we hope can start very soon in our Pupil Support faculty. 

It’s also wonderful to let you know that we have successfully recruited our new part-time Teacher of 

Inclusion – we welcome Ms Alexandra Lockhart to our Pupil Support Team.  Alexandra has recently 

finished an Acting PT Guidance post at the Royal High School in Edinburgh.  I’m delighted that Ms 

Karen Grant, who has been a temporary teacher of Science with us for some time, will be Acting 

Teacher of Inclusion until Ms Lockhart joins us later in the year. 

Welcome all! 

Mrs Alice Clubb has successfully been appointed as permanent DHT here at NBHS, replacing Mr 

McCallum.  She has already hit the ground running and I’m absolutely delighted to welcome her to 

the Senior Leadership Team.   

In other SLT news, Mr Robert Jones, DHT, will be moving to 3 days a week from the end of January– 

a part-time DHT post will therefore be advertised internally across East Lothian on MyJobScotland 

from 2nd December.  I will keep you updated on the recruitment process as appropriate. 



We say goodbye to our Science Technician, Ms Heidi Bower, this week.  A long standing member of 

staff, we thank her for all she has contributed during her time at NBHS and wish her well. 

 

Candy Cane Gifting Service  

Candy canes will be available to buy on 5,6 and 9 Dec from the charities committee. For the cost of 
£1, a candy cane and Christmas message will be delivered to the person of your choice in school.  

 

Woolly Jumper Day 

Our annual jumper day will take place on Monday 19 Dec. Students and staff are invited to wear a 
woolly jumper (Christmassy or not) to school and make a donation to our school charities. We are 
also collecting preloved Christmas jumpers so if you have any Christmas jumpers you no longer wear 
or need, please hand them in to the school office by Wednesday 14 Dec and we'll distribute them to 
pupils who want them. 

 

Jingle Bags – final tally! 

 

Today 40 jingle bags were delivered to the East Lothian Foodbank this morning.  This is a superb 
effort and a wonderful demonstration of kindness at what can be a challenging time of the year.   
Huge thanks to everyone who contributed.  
 
The Hayward Review – come along to an information and discussion session to find out more! 
 
Phase 2 of this consultation to explore possible changes to the way qualifications and assessments 
work in Scotland, as part of an independent review led by Professor Louise Hayward, is now 
underway and closes on 16th December. 
 
Please consider contributing to this important consultation by sharing your views using this link:  
Supporting documents - Education - qualifications and assessment review: consultation - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) and in particular, the parent/carers survey which will be of interest here: Parents 
and Carers Survey (www.gov.scot) 
 
We would like to offer an opportunity to any interested parents/carers to come along to a session to 
find out more about some of the key questions and topics with Mrs Clubb, Acting DHT, and Mrs 
Moore, HT, on Tuesday 13th December 9-10am here in school.   
 
To support our planning, please let us know if you would like to attend this session by emailing 
communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk by Friday 2nd December.  
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/professor-haywards-independent-review-qualifications-assessment/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/professor-haywards-independent-review-qualifications-assessment/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-paper/2022/10/professor-haywards-independent-review-qualifications-assessment/documents/parents-carers-survey/parents-carers-survey/govscot%3Adocument/parents-carers-survey.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-paper/2022/10/professor-haywards-independent-review-qualifications-assessment/documents/parents-carers-survey/parents-carers-survey/govscot%3Adocument/parents-carers-survey.pdf
mailto:communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk


Tutor Time Attendance 

A reminder that all pupils including S6 are required to attend school from 8:30am each morning to 
attend their tutor group.  Tutor Time is a key way to disseminate information, including when our 
in-person assemblies take place in the hall – these events are a hugely important part of our school 
ethos and our connectivity as a community. 
 
Staff and pupils at NBHS continue to work together to consider ways to improve punctuality – watch 
this space! 

 
 
 

Volunteering with School Duke of Edinburgh 

Duke of Edinburgh is a wonderful programme, and we always have more S3 pupils wishing to take 

part than we have spaces available. The parent council have expressed interest in recruiting parent 

helpers, to allow us to increase the number of spaces we can offer. This would be amazing. This link 

gives an overview of the different roles within the team of adults delivering Duke of Edinburgh. 

https://www.dofe.org/run/volunteerroles/. In addition we may require minibus drivers, qualified 

with MIDAS or equivalent. If you are at all interested in offering some time to help us to broaden our 

D of E offer, please contact the parent council at parentcouncil@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk . 

We will run an information evening shortly for potential volunteers, where we can go into more 

detail about the support we need, and the ways in which we can support volunteers to gain the 

qualifications they may require 

Young people gain a huge amount from Duke of Edinburgh, and I personally find it very rewarding to 

be part of helping that to happen. I do hope some of you may have time to commit to helping us to 

expand our offer. 

 Robert Jones 

Depute headteacher 

  

https://www.dofe.org/run/volunteerroles/
mailto:parentcouncil@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk


Rights Respecting Schools Ambassador Group – Shoe Share success! 

 

The North Berwick High rights respecting schools (RRSA) ambassador group organised a shoe 

collection in November to support children across the world and help them access their Right to 

Education (Article 28 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child).  

 

 

The photo is of some members of the group delivering the shoes that were collected to our nearest 

Clarks store at Fort Kinnaird. They want to thank everyone for their support including Mr Parker 

(workshop technician) and Miss Wilson for driving the minibus and coming along. 

Well done all! 

Ms Munro 

 

ELC Carer Positive – Tuesday Group December meeting – 6 December 2022 – 12.30pm to 1.30pm 

by Teams 

 

The Tuesday Group is a support group for unpaid carers working for the council. It meets by Teams 

at lunchtime on the first Tuesday of every month and gives carers the chance to come together for a 

bit of peer support and get expert input about support that can make a positive difference to their 

caring role. Gemma Twells-Davison from Carers of East Lothian (COEL) will be on hand at the 

December meeting to talk about volunteering opportunities, COEL’s befriending programme, their 

Carers' Panel, and their programme of events for carers over the festive period. So, if you’re a carer, 

why not drop into  Tuesday Group on 6th December 2022 from 12.30 to 1.30pm – here’s the link for 

the meeting. Please see attached poster. All welcome! 

 

North Berwick Parking Consultation 

East Lothian Council is proposing improvements to parking management arrangements in all local 

town centres and is holding consultations with stakeholders and the public to seek their views.  

https://coel.org.uk/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDFlMzU1ZWItNjgzNy00ZDAyLTkzNzEtNDkxYTU0YzA3NDBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2285e771af-e90a-4487-b407-1322ba02cc82%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d8ce6a68-43cc-41a2-a69e-4caf8f010b4a%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDFlMzU1ZWItNjgzNy00ZDAyLTkzNzEtNDkxYTU0YzA3NDBk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2285e771af-e90a-4487-b407-1322ba02cc82%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d8ce6a68-43cc-41a2-a69e-4caf8f010b4a%22%7d


The first consultation will seek opinion on the proposal for North Berwick, starting on the 2nd of 

November and will run for six weeks until the 13th of December 2022.  

A public walk in event will be hosted at North Berwick Community Centre on Thursday the 24th of 

November 1.00pm - 8.00 pm, and on Saturday the 26th of November from 10.00a.m. - 2.00.p.m. 

If you have any questions please email parkingconsultations@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

SSAA Secondary Indoor T&F Championships 

If you are interested in entering this event, please read the entry standards carefully. Please email 
cparry@elcschool.org.uk and I will submit your entry. Please note that parents / carers are 
responsible for payment of the entry fees, and transport to and from, and supervision at this event. 

Any questions, please just let me know. 

Thanks, Miss Parry 

Community Arts Consultation 
 
To assist with future planning, East Lothian Council Arts Service and The Brunton Theatre Trust are 
carrying out a consultation into East Lothian residents’ views about participatory arts activities at The 
Brunton in Musselburgh and also out in the community, across East Lothian. This consultation is taking 
place in order to get residents’ views and to make sure activities respond to identified interests 
and needs. 
 
Individuals and groups are being encouraged to complete a survey accessed on East Lothian Council’s 
consultation portal, linked to here https://bit.ly/ArtsViews  
 
Hard copies of the survey are available to pick up in East Lothian libraries and from The Brunton box 
office counter. The survey will be available to complete until 10 December. 
 
The results of the consultation will be used to develop plans for arts activities going forward. 
 
 
NBHS Breakfast Club 
 
 

 

Breakfast Club is up and running on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 0750-0820.  We’re trialling a 
new location – at the back of the assembly hall at the school entrance! It's a drop in, so come any 
time before 0820. 

All welcome. 

mailto:parkingconsultations@eastlothian.gov.uk
mailto:cparry@elcschool.org.uk
https://bit.ly/ArtsViews


Any questions, please contact Miss Parry in P.E. - cparry@elcschool.org.uk  

 

North Berwick High School Christmas Concert Tuesday 6th December 7pm 

All performers have now been set up on i-pay for Christmas Concert seat reservations.  Seats can be 
reserved from Tuesday 22nd November onwards (initially maximum 2 tickets reserved per 
performer) at the cost of £3 each. 

From Monday 28th November onwards additional seat reservations can be made on a first come 
first served basis, again on i-pay. 

We look forward to seeing many of you there! 

Ms Spooner/Mrs Loudon 

 
Christmas Concert refreshments 
 
The PTA will be selling delicious mulled wine and mulled apple juice with mince pies or shortbread 
before the start of the Christmas concert on Tuesday from 6.15pm as there is no interval this year.   
 
Mulled wine £2.00 
Mulled apple juice £1.50 
 
Both options come with a mince pie or piece of shortbread. Please bring cash to pay so you can 
enjoy the tasty treats. 
 
Christmas Dances and Social Dancing in core PE 
 
After a successful fitness block in core PE we are very excited to announce the start of our social 
dancing block. Social dancing has been on the PE programme for decades at NBHS and has moved 
with the times to be inclusive, nurturing and respectful. There is a buzz of excitement around this, 
particularly from the senior pupils, but also some nervous energy at the thought of dancing with 
others. Pupils will learn about the traditional Scottish culture but also embrace some modern dance 
moves that are incorporated into these dances. Each year group create their own magical moments 
at this time of year and seeing them work so closely together, trusting each other and respecting the 
feelings of others is absolutely fantastic. We understand there is sometimes a feeling of trepidation 
at the thought of social dancing but we will take time at the beginning of the block to explain the 
'NBHS way' of teaching this as it usually fills pupils with festive laughter and enjoyment. 
 
The provisional Christmas Dance dates are as follows with more information being issued in the 

coming weeks: 

 

Date Year Group Time 

Wednesday 7th December* S3/4 7 – 9.30 pm 

Tuesday 13th December S2 6 – 8pm 

Wednesday 14th December S1 6 - 8pm 

Thursday 15th December S5/6 7 – 10pm 
 

*NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

 

mailto:cparry@elcschool.org.uk


CLEANERS REQUIRED 

 

 North Berwick High School 

 20-30hrs per week Mon-Fri 

 Term time contract 

 Hourly rate £9.90 

 Any successful candidates will be subject to a full PVG check. 

Any interested parties should email kMcCann@fes-group.co.uk  in the first instance. 

FA Newsletter 

 
 

mailto:kMcCann@fes-group.co.uk


 

Careers 
 
Mick Burns Careers Adviser  
Email: mick.burns@sds.co.uk  
Mobile: 07887 831454 
Twitter: MickBurns2  
Blog: www.edubuzz.org/careers  
 
This session I will try to update using the careers blog above and highlight relevant information, 
resources and events. 
 
SDS Staffing 
A very warm welcome to our new Careers Adviser, Dearbhla Gallagher, who will be joining us from 
Monday 28 November. Dearbhla will cover Monday and Thursdays while I cover Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. A big thank you to our colleague Emma Veitch who stays as our designated Work 
Coach but has help cover a lot of our school work this term.  

https://mail.elcschool.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=fbGa3DGVrsUoQB2CnJP23eXwMGzxu7J1CtarT6dTOwkq_NlpJujXCA..&URL=mailto%3amick.burns%40sds.co.uk
http://www.edubuzz.org/careers


 
Applying for College 2023 
We delivered the talk in school on Monday 21 November and you can view the session here and you 
can still fill in the Google Form if you missed the session.  
 
Updated apprenticeships and vacancies here 
 
Fenton Barns recruitment here 
 
Young Professionals Edinburgh Conference here 
 
Scot JCB Limited vacancy Haddington here 
 
SAAS funding sessions for parents and carers here 
 
Royal College of Surgeons Christmas Lecture here 
 
Podcast 
It is always great to meet up with and hear from former students and how their journey has 
developed since leaving school. I really enjoyed hearing Matthew’s story and would suggest it’s 
worth a viewing as it covers quite a bit of ground and water! 
 
Christmas recruitment opportunities here 
 
Allied Health Professions Careers here and we have paper copies in the school library – thanks to 
Alison for delivering these! 
 
Christmas Vacancies/Jobs 2022 here 
 
The S4 careers talks have been delivered this week and you can view and download our newsletter 
here 
 
Some feedback from our S4 2022 careers talk here – well I did ask the questions! 
 
Attendance Mailbox 
 
We would like to remind you that NBHS has a dedicated email address for all attendance matters. 
There is no need to phone the school – just send an email to the attendance address below, giving the 
detail of absence, appointments etc. Please be sure to include the reason for your child being absent 
from school; we need this information to ensure that all absences are recorded correctly. We 
recommend that you add this email address to your contacts so this it is quick and easy for you to 
access: 
attendance@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
NBHS Communications 
 
Just a reminder that if you wish to contact school you should email us at the communications email 
address below, or contact your child’s guidance teacher directly.  If your child is absent from school, 
please contact the dedicated absence line 
communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Christmas Concert – Tuesday 6th December 

https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/18/applying-for-college-2023/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/30/latest-apprenticeships-and-vacancies-2/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/12/01/fenton-barns-recruitment/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/28/young-professionals-edinburgh-conference-edinburgh/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/15/scot-jcb-limited-vacancy-haddington/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/16/saas-funding-sessions-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/11/01/royal-college-of-surgeons-christmas-lecture/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/10/06/matthew-on-study-career-change-and-lifelong-learning/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/10/25/edinburgh-napier-university-postgraduate-information-event/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/10/25/allied-health-professions-careers/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/10/06/christmas-vacancies-jobs-2022/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/09/20/s4-careers-talk-2022/
https://www.edubuzz.org/careers/2022/10/06/some-feedback-from-our-s4-2022-careers-talk/
mailto:attendance@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk


School open to S5/6 pupils only due to industrial action – Thursday 8th December 
 
Christmas Dance Dates -  

o Wednesday 7th  December S3/4   7-9.30 pm 
o Tuesday 13th December S2   6-8pm 
o Wednesday 14th December S1   6-8pm 
o Thursday 15th December S5/6  7-10pm 

 
Future Parent Council meetings –  
 

o Monday 16th January 

o Wednesday 8th March 

o Thursday 25 May 

All 7-8:30pm in school. 
 
 


