
 

The biggest solar eclipse in Scotland since 1954 is 

just around the corner. 

In a rare astronomical alignment, the Moon will pass directly between the Sun 

and the Earth on March 20, turning the sky dark just a few hours after sunrise. 

Northern Scotland is expected to have the best view of the partial eclipse, with 

those on the west coast of the Isle of Lewis due to see 98 per cent of the sun 

obscured at around 9.36am. 

Some of you may remember the eclipse in 1999, which saw 72%-90% of the sun 

covered in Scotland, but the eclipse next week promises to cover between 90% 

and 98%. 

STV weather correspondent Sean Batty has prepared a timeline of what to 

expect on the morning of the eclipse here in Scotland. 

6.15am Sun rises 

8.30am Moon makes first contact with the sun's disc. Wearing eclipse 

glasses you'll notice a dark band starting to appear on the right-hand side 

of the sun. 

9am Around this time you should be able to see the moon covering half of 

the sun. 

9.30am Scotland will experience maximum eclipse with between 90% and 

98% of the sun being covered by the moon. Street lights will probably come 

back on and the air temperature may drop a little. 

10am The moon will be drifting to the left of the sun, but at this point will 

still be covering half of the sun. 

10.30am The eclipse will come to an end with the moon continuing to move 

off to the left, eventually revealing the whole of the sun's disc. 

At this stage, the weather on the day is unpredictable, but regardless of rain and cloud 

people will still be able to experience things getting a little dark and eerie. 



We are going to spend some time in school finding out about the solar eclipse and are 

planning a variety of activities.  We’ll let you know what is planned next week but at the 

moment we’re letting you know that you are welcome to come into school and experience 

the eclipse along with us.  We are hoping to link up with some knowledgeable people by 

webcam and have a variety of fun things for the children to do.   

The solar eclipse is a really rare experience but comes with a warning.  Please see the 

information below! 

 

We will be setting up a variety of safe ways for us to look at the eclipse but it is also 

possible to buy special glasses to enable you to look directly at the sun.   These are 

available online but are selling fast.  I have taken advice and we have been 

recommended to look for glasses with a CE certification.  These are available from the 

usual online stores following a search for certified solar eclipse glassesIf you choose to 

buy a pair for your child then they will have the opportunity to wear them when in 

school to look at the eclipse.  There are other ways to look at the eclipse without 

glasses and we’ll be setting these up for everyone to use on the day.  If you would like 

any more information about our plans or if you have any special interest or knowledge 

of the eclipse please do not hesitate to contact us in school. 

We look forward to seeing you next week if you are available. 

 

 

Helen Gardyne 

 

Can a Solar Eclipse Really Blind You? 

 

While it may be tempting to brush off warnings against looking up at 

this eclipse bare-eyed, don't: The light of an eclipse really can damage 

your eyes. 

The condition is called solar retinopathy, and it occurs when bright 

light from the sun floods the retina on the back of the eyeball. The 

retina is home to the light-sensing cells that make vision possible. When 

they're over-stimulated by sunlight, they release a flood of 

communication chemicals that can damage the retina. This damage is 

often painless, so people don't realize what they're doing to their 

vision. 

http://www.livescience.com/18275-science-visualization-2011-art.html

