
 

 
 

  

  

   

 

Ormiston Primary  

School Newsletter 
 

 

Our School Office 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Cameron to her new post in our school office.  It’s been 

great to have someone in the office full time again so hopefully you will have a chance to 

meet her soon.  Lyndsey works from 8:30 to 3:30 on a Monday to Thursday and from 8:30 

to 12:30 on a Friday.  We also wish Miss Sibbald a speedy recovery from her surgery in the 

February holidays.   She will be absence for the next few weeks while she recovers.  We’re 

looking forward to seeing her soon!  

 

World Book Day 5th of March 

We know Ormiston loves to dress up so we can’t miss World Book Day this year!  If your 

child would like to dress up as a character from a book, bring in their favourite book or 

bring along a prop related to a book they would be very welcome to.  There is no obligation 

to do this if it’s not the kind of thing your child likes to do.  We’ll share some of the 

photos on Twitter on the day.   

 

Cooking Day 

We’re cooking again on the 30th and 31st of March.  Our next recipe was suggested by our 

in-house chef Miss Brannan!  We’re going to attempt a yoghurt pizza base with some 

creative toppings.  We can taste it now!  

 

Leadership Speeches All speeches to be completed for school by Friday 6th of March 

We have all started to make our Leadership Speeches for this year.  Every child from P1 

to 7 will have the opportunity to record their speech in school but this will be very basic so 

they are all welcome to video themselves at home.  The theme for the videos is to share 

how they use their leadership skills in an activity outside school.  We are encouraging the 

children to think about the key themes of each habit rather than just the habit title.  
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They have these at the bottom of their planning sheet.  When films are made the easiest way 

to get them to us is to ask your child to upload them to their Goodle Drive and share them 

with Mrs Gardyne. There are several prizes of $1,000 and others of $500 that are awarded 

to children directly for something they would like to develop or support.  More information 

about the competition, the prize money and how to enter can be found at 

https://www.leaderinme.org/contest/   

 International Speech Competition entry date is 25th of April 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Day 17th of March at 1:30 

Each year our children organise and run a spectacular leadership afternoon for families and 

visiting guests to attend.  The children in P3 to P7 have selected individual leadership jobs for 

the day and children in nursery, P1 and P2 will be carrying out leadership jobs as a class.  The 

afternoon will start with a welcome from the younger children followed by some children 

speaking in the hall and showing their leadership videos.  There then will be a tour around the 

school to visit some classes where children will be demonstrating how they use their 

leadership skills in activities they do outside school.  It would be amazing if all of the children 

had someone to come along to watch them in action.  There will also be a cuppa and baking to 

welcome you into the hall so pass the word on to grannies and grandads to pop along if they are 

at a loose end.  We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

Lighthouse Assessment day Thursday 26th of March                                                                     

We have been developing leadership for the last few years in Ormiston and we are going 

forward for a big assessment next month.  We are going to be assessed to see if we are able 

to become a Leader In Me Lighthouse School. The Lighthouse Certification is a highly-

regarded award set by Franklin Covey who run the Leader In Me programme.  To be able to be 

Top Tips for videos 

Step 1: Prepare a Great Message                                                                                                
• Identify an inspiring leadership topic that will not only inspire your audience but showcase your passion 

as well. 

• Don’t just recite the 7 Habits. Instead focus on the unique topic of your speech and its purpose, to 

persuade, to entertain, or to inform. 

• The content can be delivered by one or more students, as long as each individual and their parent or 

guardian (where applicable) has signed a release form). 

• Seek permission and/or credit the source of any third-party content referenced during the speech. 
Step 2: Deliver a Great Speech                                                              

• Think of creative ways to make the speech memorable, engaging, and unique. 

• Maintain consistent eye contact, use appropriate gestures, and speak clearly with expression. 

• Consider visuals, such as slides, posters, a unique background, or objects, that might strengthen your 

message. 

• Memorise your speech. 

Step 3: Produce a Quality Video                                                                                
• The video should be no longer than five (5) minutes in length. 

• Make sure you film in a quiet location (no major background noise, like traffic, lawnmowers, or other 

people.) 

• The video must not include third-party intellectual property or copyright-protected content, like logos 

on shirts or branded products visible in background. 
 

https://www.leaderinme.org/contest/


 

 

Please tweet us with news of how your child shows the 7 habits out of 

school. If you write these hashtags in your tweet it will help us out.  

Thank you!     Habit 1 #BeProactive   Habit 2  #EndInMind             

Habit 3  #FirstThingsFirst     Habit 4 #WinWin  Habit 5 

#FirstUnderstand    Habit 6 #Synergise   Habit 7 #SharpenSaw     

awarded Lighthouse School status schools need to have developed leadership throughout 

their school to a very high level.   Our pre-assessment visit in October went well so we have 

our fingers crossed!  We find out how we have got on two to four weeks following the visit 

and will let you all know as soon as we know.   

 

Playground Developments 

We are very excited to start thinking about our playground developments.  Money is being 

made available as part of our school extension project to develop part of the playground.  

Our fantastic playground leaders are going to lead the project and will be in charge of 

collating everyone’s ideas and working with the architect to submit plan for approval.  Please 

get in touch if you would like to work with our playground leaders.  We are planning to go on 

a visit to have a look at other play areas on Tuesday the 10th of March.  Please contact the 

office if you would like to come along for the day too.   

 

Water Bottles and Bags 

Water bottles are on sale through the ipayment system should you wish one for your child.  

You can also buy a replacement red reading bag that way too if your child’s needs to be 

replaced.  

 

Curriculum Evening   Wednesday 4th of March at 6-7pm 

Every year we have a Curriculum Evening where we share lots of things that are happening in 

school.  Sometimes teachers and children lead workshops and sometimes we do something 

different!  This year we have decided to have a scavenger hunt around the school to allow 

families to explore classes and rooms they may not have been in before.  We have lots of 

families who are new to our school and we thought this would be a fun way to get to know 

everyone.  When you come with your children you will be given a scavenger hunt sheet.  One 

it there will be lots of questions with the answers to be found in classrooms and corridors 

across the school.  There will be four Easter Eggs as prizes for completed scavenger sheets.  

We are looking forward to seeing you there!  •    

Thank you very much for reading our newsletter and we look forward to seeing you in school 

sometime soon. 

Helen Gardyne 

Headteacher 
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