
Pencaitland 
Partnerships. 
“The highlights of the week just kept on 
coming, and coming” said Loreen Pardoe, also a 
member of the anniversary sub group. “We set 
out to create an Anniversary that would be a 
fun, enjoyable celebration of PPS; to include 
past and present pupils, staff and families, and 
build a sense of unity and connections to the 
village and East Lothian. Our aims included 
building a sense of history, of education and life 
in general, in Pencaitland, for current pupils and 
into the future. Looking back over the week, we 
are delighted to realise that is what we have 
achieved. 
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Where are they now?
Thanks to the joy of Social 
Media and newspaper 
editorial, the Parent Council of  
Pencaitland Primary School 
were able to discover many 
former pupils and staff, to help 
celebrate the past 40 years of 
the school, and beyond. A 
great response to invitation to 
get in touch; to join the PPS 
Alumni page and contact the 
dedicated email address 
pps40celebrate@gmail.com, 
meant numbers soared from 
32 to 540 on the Facebook 
page within a few short weeks.  

Former pupils have been 
mapped from all over the 
world and many have shared 
pictures and memories of their 
days in Pencaitland, alongside 
those much closer to home. It 
has led to a second Facebook 
page starting, as the memories 
stirred extended well beyond 
school days and school chums. 
Parent Council member Jim 
Fraser said, “One of the most 
fantastic outcomes has been 
the number of friendships 
rekindled, laughter shared and 
insight into Pencaitland in the 
past - extending well beyond 
the past 40 years.”  

Through directly contacting 
two other men, we have even
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partnership between the pupils, staff, parent 
council, PTA, families and the  community has 
been fantastic. The involvement of so many 
former pupils and staff has made the event and 
everywhere there has been a lovely buzz.” 

Mrs McCall, the Head Teacher of Pencaitland 
Primary School was able to reflect on a very 
busy week and feel very proud of both the 
pupils and the staff. “It has been a very 
emotional week. I have met so many people 
with such wonderful memories about schooling 
in Pencaitland, it has been a real privilege. To 
stand together, and sit on our lovely new Buddy 
Bench, with four other previous Headteachers 
of PPS was really very special. There have only 
been 7 since the school opened, so 5 of us 
together made a big impact on me and a 6th 
joined the celebrations later in the week. 
Funnily enough, we discovered that the original 
Headteacher, Mr John W. Archer, has two great 
great nephews currently in PPS which was 
another of those very curious but wonderful 
twists in the lead up to the Anniversary, so one 
way or another - all seven Heads were 
represented”. 

Guests 
of 
Honour
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Golden Friendships  

brought together children (now 
adults) who stayed in Tyneholm 
House, when it was Barnardos 
Home. Fond memories remain 
and all have been welcomed into 
the chat and fun of the 
Anniversary reminiscing. A small 
reunion of classmates and 
friends from 40 years ago, is now 
likely to grow into a far bigger 
reunion and include at least 
some from the Barnardos group 
who also would like to “return to 
the village which feels like 
home”.  

Tree Planting

The Anniversary week started on 
3rd May 2016, 40 years to the 
day from the Official Opening of 
the school by Cllr. Robert 
Robertson, who campaigned for 
the new school to be built for 14 
years. In tribute to Mr. Robertson, 
his wife Margaret was invited to 
carry out our Tree Planting 
ceremony and help unveil the 
Buddy Bench, purchased by the 
PTA. “Both these ideas were in 
the Top Ten voted for by pupils, 
families and community at the 
beginning of our Consultation”, 
explained Shirley Hamilton, the 
fourth member of the sub group 
set up by Parent Council to plan 
for the anniversary. “Thanks to 
the very generous donation by 
Root One, we were delighted to 



my son was very proud to be asked to be the first 
to water the tree following the planting by Mrs 
Robertson and the Primary 7s. The feeling of 
everyone being important ran all the way through 
the week. We know that a lot of happiness has 
been shared and it has been a pleasure to be 
involved.”  

Mrs Catherine Wilson, school admin, said “Staff 
have been involved every step of the way.” and 
that “As the Anniversary approached, it was 
almost like the staff team had two new members, 
through the sub team. Everyone got involved, 
tracking down former colleagues and several 
classes helped to create bunting and  
decorations for the anniversary week. There was a 
strong sense of camaraderie between parents 
and staff., with a lot of laughs and some very 
poignant moments. Seeing many old colleagues 
and pupils has been really wonderful too.” 

The week’s programme included the Tree 
Planting, Buddy Bench unveiling, the whole 
school recording of “Save All Your Kisses For 
Me” (Number 1 the week the school was officially 
opened) and surprising Mrs McCall with a gift 
from the school to celebrate her 40 years in 
teaching and last term as Head Teacher in 
Pencaitland. There was also unveiling of the 
stunning art work by all the pupils, from Nursery 
to P7, as a big surprise after a collaboration with 
local mums Florencia Jackman and Kerry de Vos. 
The pupils celebrating birthdays over the 
anniversary week unfurled the gorgeous banners 
to spontaneous cheers and applause from the 
rest of the school.  

Excitement continued to build right around the 
Art Exhibition in school and Open Evening for 
parents, families and guests. There were over 200 
visitors that night and funds were raised for the 
PTA through purchasing the pupils’ art work. The 
families of current pupils enjoyed viewing all the 
archive photos alongside former pupils and staff 
who often featured in them.  

Open Doors Morning.

On Friday, it really was a day to surpass all. 
Primary 2’s led the way with a wonderfully 
entertaining “Newsround assembly.’ Staff and 
many children dressed à la 70s and many sights 
were something to behold; there were several 
curious children wondering who Farah Fawcett 
Major and Captain James T. Kirk were! With so 
many 70’s fashions and icons the outfits were 
wonderful and added to the fun.  

The P2’s finished off in time for Friday’s Guest of 
Honour, Cathie Mack and her family to arrive. 
Cathie was school secretary from 1970 to 1995, 
many served alongside her husband Peter, the 
much loved couple were at the heart of the 
school . They were first to move into the Janitor’s 
home on the school grounds until Peter Mack’s 
retiral on ill health, when they moved into the 
village itself. Cathie was a trooper and took on 
her duties of Guest of Honour beautifully, cutting 
the Anniversary cake to mark the beginning of 
the OPEN DOORS event. For the next 2 hours, 
Cathie and family enjoyed mixing with old friends 
and neighbours, school friends and former 
colleagues of Cathie, before returning to 
Behaven Nursing Home, with cake and stories to 
share.  

The week finished off with the fantastic 
Pencaitland Poppets Stramash, a teddy bear 
picnic event in the gym hall for babies to nursery 
children in village who will go to PPS. Great fun 
with local parent (“Hullabaloo”) providing 
entertainment. 
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