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Thank you to everyone who came to our Annual General 
Meeting and Lecture on 8 February at the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh.  We were really pleased with the fantastic turnout.  

We celebrated 70 years of campaigning on parental 
involvement in education with a new name, a new website 
and a new look.  We are now Connect, our website is www.
connect.scot and our main email contact address is info@
connect.scot. Please amend your address books!  

We marked our 70th with an exhibition of our archives and a 
fantastic 5 metre-long timeline. This highlighted key 
moments over the seven decades of Scottish Parent 
Teacher Council (now Connect).  All guests could see 
clearly that the greatest progress has taken place during the 
last twenty years, with the Parental Involvement Act and the 
growing recognition, supported by research, that family 
engagement in learning makes all the difference to 
children’s education. 

Connect’s Manifesto
Our new Manifesto, which sets out our values and priorities, 
reflects the fact that poverty impacts severely and 
permanently on children’s learning and on their lives.  This 
needs to change to make sure children achieve their best.  
Recent Scottish research has shown that there is no poverty 
of ambition in children in families living in poverty.  All parents 
and children, regardless of background or economic situation, 
have high hopes as they start nursery and primary school, and 
are excited about the possibilities that education can bring.

In our Manifesto we highlight measures to address read-
ing, spoken language, maths and additional support for          
learning.  These issues must be addressed to make sure that 
all children have the same chances to learn.  You can read our 
new Manifesto here: http://bit.ly/ManifestoConnect.
                                                                                 

From SPTC to Connect after 70 years

Eleanor Coner prepares SPTC archives



Annual Report and Our Year in Numbers 2016-2017
Our AGM was packed with announcements and launches!  
Our Annual Report and Our Year in Numbers summary for 
2016/2017 demonstrated lots of activity, engagement, train-
ing, researching and campaigning by our hard-working staff 
across topics as diverse as transitions, the Named Person 
scheme, fair funding, seatbelts on school buses and much, 
much more.  
Read our Annual Report here http://bit.ly/ARSPTC1617 
and Our Year in Numbers here http://bit.ly/YiN1617. 

Mind the Gap!                               
                                Executive Director Eileen Prior reports on our Annual Lecture, delivered by 
                                  Sir John Jones, educator extraordinaire and inspirational thinker
                               
                                With the theme ‘Mind the Gap’, Sir John gave a fascinating, lively, funny and   
                                sad view of what makes the difference to children’s outcomes. He pointed 
                                out that the world has changed so much for all of us, even for the teenager 
                                who started school 10 years ago! Jobs exist now that didn’t when they were 
born, and when they come to start work, they will be employed in roles we can’t even imagine. 

As the pace of change continues, the jobs will change and our children will be increasingly 
required to be able to show creativity, ingenuity, agility, adaptability and sociability. Meanwhile 
our education system keeps looking for standardisation, linearity, control, conformity and 
compliance. So are we really preparing our children well for the future they will face?

In Sir John’s view, the answer is too often ‘No’ and if we continue to teach children in the way 
we were taught, we are stealing their future. 

This is particularly true for those children who do not win the birth lottery – the ones who do 
not benefit from a stable and comfortable family and a good neighbourhood.  In our country 
these things still matter more than your abilities or skills. The attainment gap can largely be 
attributed to whether children come from more or less well-off backgrounds.

So what can parents and teachers do to change this picture? Sir John believes there are five 
gifts parents and teachers can give children: opportunities; passion; belief; time; and first class 
teaching. Parents and teachers are the dream team!  Parents want the best for their 
children – and that means being happy, safe, having friends and achieving at school. The aim is 
for parents and schools to be working together on these!

Sir John challenged us with some key messages:
• Working hard is more important than being smart
• Failure is good for you!
• Everyone has a genie in their lamp
• Our ability can change and grow.

If we take these as true, we should realise that we need to avoid terms like ‘gifted’, ‘talented’ 
and ‘prodigy’ because every child has amazing potential. We should focus on hard work, great 
teaching and support. Neither should we define a child as ‘average’ – that is a toxic term that 
saps the life and potential out of a child who has not yet revealed their gifts.

Sir John finished with the image of an iceberg representing a successful life. The visible 
parts are fame and fortune. The invisible features below the water line are the grit: courage,         
habits, abstinence, rejection, awareness, conviction, tears, effort and resilience (character). It’s 
the parts below the water – character - that create success with the support of families and 
schools. 
 
                               



Connect Survey: Support for Families facing Poverty and Free School Meals
We are currently conducting a Parents’ Voice online survey on the levels of support 
available to families experiencing poverty and also on parent and Parent Council 
understanding of the free school meals process.  

We are using the responses to inform our work at Connect and to provide evidence to the 
Scottish Parliament’s Education and Skills Committee on
• the impact of poverty on children’s learning and attainment
• the support and strategies that are available to help families 
• how effective this support is.

If your family has experienced poverty and its impacts, or if your school or Parent Council has 
(or would like) effective support strategies to help families in poverty, please complete our 
survey.

We are also asking about free school meals - do you know what the criteria are for getting 
free school meals? Have you applied for and received free school meals? Does your Parent 
Council encourage and support parents in accessing free school meals for their children?

After only one day of the survey, almost a quarter of our Parents’  Voice Members had            
completed it.  It is clearly an important issue that is of great concern to our Members.  Early     
survey results show that you feel that schools and Parent Councils could do more to help and 
that people are unsure about exactly what support is available to families. 

Our survey will be open until Wednesday 4 April. Please share your views and experiences by 
following this link http://bit.ly/povertysupport.

Parents’ Voice Bullying Survey with RespectMe
We were saddened to read about the painful experiences of bullying endured by some          
children in our Parents’ Voice Bullying Survey in which parents told us of their struggles to 
deal with bullying behaviour. More than 500 of you completed the survey; we are very grateful 
to you.  We summarise the findings below.  We are currently working with RespectMe to jointly 
host an online workshop in May for parents/Parent Councils on anti-bullying 
measures and we are looking into an anti-bullying resource for Parent Councils.  If your 
Parent Council works closely with your school on this issue or if your Parent Council has 
effective strategies to tackle bullying behaviour, please let us know by email at info@connect.
scot.

Key Findings

• Bullying in schools clearly continues to be a serious problem and a matter of great 
• concern for parents: over 85% of respondents thought bullying goes on in their schools; 

45% had witnessed bullying at their child’s school. 
• Parents tackled bullying from several different directions at once: 74% said they would go 

to the class teacher; 81% would go to the head teacher; 41% would talk to other parents 
and over 70% would try to give their child advice themselves. Over 88% of respondents said 
that they knew who to contact to discuss their concerns.  

• School Anti-Bullying Strategies and Policies: over 60% did not know what steps the 
school/organisation would take to support the person being bullied; nearly 70% had not 
seen their school’s anti-bullying policy. 

•    Parent Confidence: 60% said they would know how best to support their child; 40% stated 
      that they did not know how best to do this. 
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General Data Protection Regulation: Time to Review 
and Update your Data Protection Procedures

Connect has now revised its Simple Guide to Data 
Protection leaflet and its Data Protection Policy Template to 
reflect the requirements of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) which comes into effect on 25 May 2018.  
You can find these here http://bit.ly/ConnectGDPRleaflets. 
Now is the time to review your practice and your handling of 
data but there is no need to panic!  Key points to note are:
• All organisations need to comply with GDPR no matter 

how big or small, so this includes Parent Councils. As an              
organisation that may collect personal data (information 
that can identify a person), you have responsibilities to     
record how and why you keep the personal data. 

• You are also responsible for: keeping it secure; making 
sure people have actively given you permission (‘informed    
consent’) to hold their data; ensuring that people know 
what they have signed up for and why; making corrections 
if the person asks you to; asking people regularly if they 
wish to have their data deleted and; enabling people to 
unsubscribe at any time. 

• Children have the same rights over their personal data as 
adults. If you are gathering personal data from children    
under 13 years, you need to make sure you have consent 
from their parent/carer.

• Connect membership-linked insurance does not             
provide cover for any illegal activity, which includes              
non-compliance with GPDR.

• You can still get information to parents in ways that do 
not require GDPR compliance eg unaddressed leaflets 
in school bags, on noticeboards in schools, on a public    
Facebook page or a Twitter feed.

Read our blog on GDPR here http://bit.ly/ConnectGDPR.

Q&A with Connect
In this regular column, we answer your questions. Email them 
to info@connect.scot.
Q: There was a debate at our PTA meeting about children who 
might need assistance to use EpiPens/inhalers/insulin at PTA 
events.  Can you give us some pointers about this in relation to 
insurance and also to good practice?
A: Our insurers have advised that there are no stipulations or 
requirements from an insurance aspect but for best practice, 
they would recommend that medicines should be 
administered by somebody who is qualified ie first-aid trained.

Connect in Action: 
January to March 2018
We are proud to be working 
hard on your behalf! To  
date, we 
• made submissions to 

consultations on the 
Education (Scotland) 
Bill and the Guidance 
on the Presumption of         
Mainstreaming

• were featured in           
The Herald and Times 
Educational Supplement 
Scotland to mark our 
new name and 70 years 
of campaigning

• published our Year  
2 report on our                   
Partnership Schools 
Scotland programme

• attended SCVO’s The 
Gathering 

• welcomed Deputy              
First Minister John              
Swinney to Maisondieu                    
Primary School, one of 
our Partnership Schools

• delivered online training 
on the Parent Council 
treasurer’s and chair’s 
roles, constitutions, the 
Protection of Vulnerable 
Groups scheme, Social 
Media

• delivered CPD to          
educators in Inverclyde.

Deputy First Minister John Swinney 
visits Maisondieu Primary School

Footnotes


