
 
 

 

 

 

 

PINKIE PARENTS MEETING 

MONDAY, 21 AUGUST 2017 AT 7PM 

PINKIE ST PETERS SCHOOL 

 

Present: Suzanne Douglas (Vice-Chair) 

 Wendy Barber (Treasurer) 

 Louise Scott (Clerk) 

 Leigh Cleeton 

 Cllr Stuart Currie 

 Stephen Dishon 

 Jenny Flannagan 

 Cllr Andy Forrest 

 Sami Grant 

 Suzanne Gunn 

 Marie Hartley 

 Jade McCarter 

 Clare Morley  

 Becca Pollard 

 Lyn Rintoul 

 Gaynor Ross 

 Morgan Scott 

 Louise Smith 

 Louise Smith 

 Heather Young 

 

Staff in Attendance: Sarah Ogden (Head Teacher) 

 Helen Gordon (Deputy Head Teacher) 

  Hazel Rae (Deputy Head Teacher) 

 

Apologies:  Joanne Friend 

  Susan Harkins (Chair) 

  Cllr Katie Mackie 

  Cllr John Williamson 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

 

 1.1 Suzanne welcomed everyone to the meeting, including some new 

 Primary one parents.  Attendees introduced themselves. 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

 2.1 There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 

3. Head Teachers Report 

 

 3.1 Ms Ogden began her report by informing the meeting that any issues 

 could be raised with her or the Deputy Head Teachers at any time, and did 

 not have to wait until Pinkie Parents meetings. 

 

 3.2 The net figure of pupils, at it stood, was 375.  However there was still 

 the possibility of some children still joining the school.  There were currently 

 75 children in the nursery (now to be named Early Learning Centre) with the 

 morning class full and spaces available in the afternoon class, which would be 

 filled as the year progresses. 

 

 3.3. The school currently has vacancies for a classroom assistant and 

 school auxiliary, with the posts to be advertised soon. 

 

 3.4 The school timetable, outlining class time along with specialist teacher 

 (music, PE etc.) time had been completed and would now enable  individual 

 class teachers to set their own class timetables.  A timetable was also in place 

 for break times/lunchtime etc., setting out where support staff would be 

 throughout the school year. 

 

 3.5 A newsletter with important dates, and an update from each class, 

 would be issued to parents in the next two weeks. 

 

 3.6 Ms Ogden was in the process of finalising the School Development 

 Plan for the coming year, and there would be the opportunity for some input 

 from Pinkie Parents. 

 

 3.7 The Summer lunch club, run by the Area Partnership had gone well, 

 with around 30% of those families applicable taking the opportunity to attend.  

 A report would be produced for the partnership as part of the School 

 Development Plan. 

 



 
 

 3.8 The PE specialist, Mr Barry, had increased his hours at Pinkie and 

 would therefore be able to offer Bikeability classes to second level children.  A 

 note was issued before the end of last term. 

 

 3.9 The school was currently developing a plan for the Pupil Equity Fund, 

 as part of the Poverty Related Attainment Gap.  There is clear evidence which 

 shows that children who may not be engaged with school may not be on track 

 with their learning.  As part of this the school was developing a plan which 

 would encourage children to be more engaged with school, perhaps by 

 offering a broadened school curriculum.  Taster sessions will be offered in 

 early September to children allowing them to develop further skills with the 

 opportunity to choose a specialism (i.e. music) with a view to offering after 

 school sessions. 

 

 3.10 The Care Inspectorate inspection of the nursery had taken place in 

 June,  with the report now being published.  No specific issues were raised in 

 the report, and a link would be posted on the Facebook Page.  (Action: 

 Louise). 

 

 3.11 Plans were on-going with the council regarding the new nursery 

 building which was due to be ready for August 2018.  The school would 

 keep parents up to date as much as possible. 

 

 3.12 Ms Ogden laid out the playground arrangements, with P1 and P2 

 children having a separate part of the playground, separated by a temporary 

 fence (due to fire safety restrictions).  If a P1 and P2 child decides to play with 

 an older child, then they will not be discouraged from doing so, and they are 

 free to move between playground spaces if they wish.  Staff were always 

 available at break and lunch times to supervise children. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 4.1 Wendy provided a report on the income and expenditure of the 

 account, with a balance (once outstanding payments had been made to the 

 school) of £4,140. 

 

 4.2 Classes would again be encouraged to submit funding applications for 

 discussion and agreement at meetings. 

 

5. Fundraising Group Update 

 

 5.1 Suzanne updated the meeting on on-going plans for fundraising for the 

 coming year, with new parents encouraged to attend the fundraising group 

 meeting, which would take place soon. 



 
 

 

 5.2 It was agreed that the Halloween party/disco would take place, with a 

 date to be agreed once the necessary paperwork with the council had been 

 completed. 

 

 5.3 Ms Rae showed the meeting a short video which had been prepared to 

 promote Pinkie Parents.  It was agreed that some thought would be given to 

 how we can promote ourselves more to parents.  (Action: Suzanne). 

 

 5.4 The coffee mornings would also take place again throughout the year, 

 with dates being agreed soon. 

 

6. Pinkie Parents Constitution 

 

 6.1 A draft constitution, based on the previously published version, had 

 been updated for discussion at the meeting.  It was agreed that the 

 constitution should be un-restrictive as possible, so as not to lead to possible 

 difficulties in the future. 

 

 6.2 It was agreed that the draft constitution would be compared with the 

 Scottish Parent Teacher Council (SPTC) version and discussed at the AGM 

 on 2 October.  (Action: Louise). 

 

7. Information Round-up 

 

 7.1 Louise informed the meeting of a number of information requests which 

 had been issued at the end of last term. 

 

 7.2 The draft Autumn/Winter lunch menu had just been issued, with 

 comments due with Louise by 30 August. 

 

 7.3 There had also been a request to contribute to the East Lothian Plan, 

 with a survey to be completed by 5 September. 

 

8. Any Other Business 

 

 8.1 A number of parents had raised an issue with the P1 and P2 entrance, 

 with it being very crowded and space for classes to line-up not being clear.  

 It was agreed that the school would arrange for clear lines to be painted in the 

 playground, making it easier for children.  (Action: School). 

 

 8.2 The suggestion of Primary 7 children receiving hoodies when they left 

 was also discussed, with an agreement that P7 children and their parents 



 
 

 discuss how they should fundraise for this, with the wider school community 

 already contributing for other Primary 7 end of term activities. 

 

 8.3 The updated school handbook would soon be uploaded to the school 

 website. 

 

 8.4 The issue of information being sent (specifically around nursery/P1 

 transition events) to those families who did not attend Levenhall was raised.  

 Ms Ogden advised the meeting that all information was sent by post and 

 was issued as quickly as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


