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PINKIE PARENTS 

MONDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7PM 

PINKIE ST PETERS SCHOOL 

 

Present: Susan Harkins (Chair) 

 Suzanne Douglas (Deputy Chair) 

 Wendy Barber (Treasurer) 

 Louise Scott (Clerk) 

 Leigh Cleeton 

 Cllr Stuart Currie 

 Cllr Andy Forrest 

 Deborah Forsyth 

 Joanne Friend 

 Pamela Grant 

 Suzanne Gunn 

 Cllr Katie Mackie 

 Clare Morley 

 Becca Pollard 

 Gaynor Ross 

 Louise Smith 

  

Staff in Attendance: Sarah Ogden (Head Teacher) 

 Hazel Rae (Deputy Head Teacher) 

 Chris Shields 

 

Apologies: Stephen Dishon 

 Morgan Scott 

 Cllr John Williamson 
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1. Welcome and Apologies 

 

1.1 Susan welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Attendees introduced themselves. 

 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

2.1 Following discussion at the last meeting, the coffee morning had been held on 

an alternative day, however there were no attendees.  It was agreed to not hold any 

coffee mornings at the moment, but continue with separate fundraising group 

meetings. 

 

2.2 Following discussion at the last meeting Hazel had sought clarification from 

the Council on the maintenance and upkeep of IT equipment which had been 

donated to the school, with the council confirming that they would not provide service 

or technical support for such equipment.  Stuart Currie agreed to seek further clarity 

from the council on this matter.  (Action: Stuart Currie). 

 

2.3 Katie Mackie had contacted the Head of Education seeking up to date 

information on the secondary school provision in Musselburgh.  She was informed 

that a letter would be issued by the council this week.  This would be passed to 

parents as soon as it was received. 

 

2.4 Following feedback on the recent school photographs the school were 

currently in the process of looking at alternative providers. 

 

 

3. Head Teachers Report 

 

3.1 Ms Ogden began her report by updating on staffing issues.  Ms McKinlay was 

leaving to take another post and the school had been fortunate enough to secure the 

supply cover of Ms Torrance, who would cover this class until a permanent 

replacement was found.  Both teachers were currently working together in planning 

for the class.  Recruitment was therefore on-going for two class teachers. 

 

3.2 A classroom assistant and two new business support assistants had been 

recruited who would cover the office/admin team and medical room. 

 

3.3 A student teacher from Strathclyde University was currently working with P4B 

and two music graduates were also working within the school two days a week. 

 

3.4 The dates for the Christmas Shows and Parties were as follows: 
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CHRISTMAS SHOWS 

 

 P1 and P2 - on the mornings of 19 and 20 December. 

 P5-7 - on the afternoons of 18 and 19 December. 

Tickets will be issued for these shows - 2 per child - with tickets being able to 

be swapped around parents or returned to the school for others to use. 

 

 P3 and P4 - Children in these classes have decided not to have a Christmas 

show, but will instead have an open invitation to their classrooms so they can 

showcase their work and no doubt sing a few carols. These will be held on the 

afternoon of 13 December for P3 and the afternoon of 12 December for P4. 

 

 The nursery nativity will be on the morning and afternoon of 14 December. 

The P1/P2 dress rehearsal will be taking place on the morning of 18 

December, to which all pre-School nursery will be able to attend to watch. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

 

 P1 and P2 - the morning of 21 December. 

 P3 and P4 - the afternoon of 20 December. 

 P5-P7 - the afternoon of 21 December. 

 

The Christmas lunch will be held on 13 December. 

 

A letter would be issued by the school confirming these dates. 

 

3.5 Enrolments for Primary one for 2018/19 were taking place this week. 

 

3.6 Activities were taking place all week for Children in Need. 

 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

 

4.1 Wendy provided an update on the account – with an existing balance of 

£4,138.  £1,000 of this had been set aside for playground equipment and a payment 

of £1,000 was still to be made to the school for chrome books. 

 

4.2 There was discussion about funding for Christmas parties and agreed that this 

would be supported up to a maximum of £470 (£1 per head based on school and 

nursery roll).  Contribution in 2016 was £437. 
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5. Fundraising Group Update 

 

5.1 The Halloween party and disco were great successes with over 280 kids 

attending.  A profit of £407 was made and thanks were given to Suzanne for 

organising. 

 

5.2 A P1 father was studying events management and as part of this had to 

organise and hold an event.  He had agreed to do this for Pinkie Parents – and a 

meeting would be held on Friday morning to discuss further.   

 

5.3 It was agreed that the proposed Bingo evening would now be held in the New 

Year. 

 

5.4 There was then discussion around the organising and management of 

fundraising events – with most being managed by two people.  For continuity 

purposes it was agreed that members could shadow in the organising of upcoming 

events. 

 

5.5 There was then discussion around other funding streams – including private 

trusts and bodies.  Becca agreed that she would be happy to look into this further.  

There then followed discussion around possible charity status in the future – which 

could open up a different type of funding opportunity.  It was agreed that this could 

be discussed at another meeting. 

 

5.6 Following previous discussion around the supply of leaver’s hoodie’s to the 

P7’s – the P7’s had agreed that they would prefer a hoodie to a year book.  On this 

basis it was agreed that funding of a similar level to that for the year books would be 

provided for the supply of leaver’s hoodies for the P7’s.  Costs were to be found and 

discussed at the next meeting.  Separate fundraising events for the P7’s end of year 

treats were to be agreed by the P7 pupils, teachers and parents. 

 

 

6. Information Round-up 

 

6.1 Comments on the Musselburgh Area Partnership’s proposed new structure 

were to be with Louise by 4 December. 
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7. Any Other Business 

 

P1 Toilets 

 

7.1 Several parents had raised concerns about the cleanliness of the P1 toilets, 

especially if cleaning was required throughout the day.  Sarah informed the meeting 

of the role of the janitor, if and when incidents were reported to him.  It was agreed 

that this would be kept as an on-going agenda item. 

 

 

 

Car Parking 

 

7.2 There had again been reports of car parking at the school gates, as well as 

illegal parking on the corner of Pinkie Road and Edenhall Road, with children having 

to cross the road in between closely parked cars.  

 

7.3 It was agreed that small group would be set up to look into this further, 

working with parents, the school, the council, the police and other interested bodies 

to see what could be done to ensure the safety of children on their way to and from 

school. 

 

 

8. Date of Next Meeting: Monday, 15 January 2018 

    

 

 

 

 


