
 

PINKIE PARENTS  
MONDAY, 24 JANUARY 2022 AT 7 PM 

VIA SKYPE 

Present:   Pamela Grant (Chair) 
  Gaynor Ross (Vice Chair) 
  Stephanie Ng (Clerk) 
  Wendy Barber (Treasurer) 
  Suzanne Falconer 
  Stephen Dishon 
  Carol Brown 
  Yvonne Stevenson 
  Doug Broadley 
  Rebecca Richmond 
  Kirsty Clark 
  Emma Sinclair-Whiting 
  Rebekkah Doran  
  Suzanne Gilhooley 
  Clare Morley 
  Joanne Friend 
  Julie Cuthbertson 
  Alexis Tsekouras 
  Leigh Cleeton 
  Cllr Stuart Currie 
  Cllr John Williamson 
   

Guest Speaker:  Graham Mackenzie (Extension Project Manager) 
   
   
Staff in Attendance:   Colette Bonnar (Head Teacher) 
  Scarlett Palmer (Depute Head Teacher) 
  Alistair Dove (P3b Teacher) 
  Stewart Kelly (P7a Teacher) 
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Apologies:   Sarah Ward 
  Cllr Katie Mackie 
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1.  Welcome and Apologies  

1.1  Pamela welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies above, were noted.  

2.  Matters Arising From Previous Meeting 

2.1 Pamela Grant will get in contact with Patrica Bewsey to ask if her shop will re-
open, and will also look at other school uniform suppliers before reporting back at the 
next meeting. (Action Pamela) 

2.2 Pamela Grant and Rebecca Richmond haven’t yet got together to discuss 
updating the Pinkie Parents logo due to both being very busy. They will get together 
soon and then circulate prospective logos amongst Pinkie Parents for voting and 
opinions. Once the new logo has been decided Pinkie Parents will send out an 
updated newsletter. (Action: Pamela and Rebecca)  

2.3 The replacement windows for the nursery and information about the new 
nursery building will be covered under point 5 of the agenda (School Extension 
Update). 

2.4 Only P7’s and P1’s have buddies in the school at the moment, and even that 
has currently been stopped due to the crossing of “bubbles”. Buddies for the rest of 
the school will go ahead as soon as it is allowed. 

2.5 Mrs Colette Bonnar spoke to Bev Skirrow about starting up a saving scheme 
for the P7 residential trip. Some head teachers had started a scheme prior to August 
just in case, but hadn’t done so this academic year. It was suggested that the school 
didn’t set one up as it is not recommended in the authority at the moment. There 
used to be a credit scheme which encouraged parents to save from P1 to P7, but it 
was noted that it was a lot of work for the parent volunteers who took that on. 

2.6 Pamela still needs to look into whether the MECA building can be used for 
school fundraising events. However, it looks unlikely that anything could happen 
soon. (Action: Pamela) 

2.7 As Monday seem to be the best day for most people to attend Pinkie Parents 
meetings, some of the dates for the rest of the 2021/2021 academic year have been 
changed. The new dates were emailed out and also put onto the school website. 

3.  SIP - Pinkie Plays Working Party (Mr Dove and Mr Kelly) 

3.1 Alistair Dove and Stewart Kelly presented to the meeting “Play at Pinkie”. 
Please click on this link to see the slides that were presented: https://tinyurl.com/
4vvttkmb 
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3.2 The focus in P1 is to teach and learn through play, but play is also important 
throughout the whole school. Mr Dove and Mr Kelly have been looking at different 
ways to do this and the knowledge they gain is then shared with the other staff. 

3.3 There are lots of different play types, and one activity can incorporate many of 
these types. For example loose parts play will be using “rough and tumble play”, 
“exploratory play” and “social play”. There is always more than one type of play 
available in the classroom, outside and during PE. 

3.4 Slide 3 has a link to a very informative video on “Development of Play” by 
Linzi Fowler. Linzi helps adults to support children’s learning through play and 
suggests the stage of play which is most suitable for the child. The video by Linzi will 
be made available on Twitter and the school website. 

3.5 A survey was taken to see how the teachers at Pinkie feel about play and how 
it is embedded in their classroom and teaching. Currently only a third of the teachers 
feel that it is embedded within the classroom and the “Pinkie Plays Working party” 
will work towards building the confidence of the staff to increase this number. 

3.6 A video was shown to the meeting of “play in P7”, and this video can be found 
on slide 5. The children in this video are giving their view on playing and showing 
what it looks like within their classroom. P7 were initially surprised that they would be 
doing lots of play in class, but it is just more sophisticated play and used to 
consolidate what they are learning. There tends to be four play areas within their 
class: a writing area (which is currently based on comic strips), a construction area, 
numeracy area and a STEM area.   

3.7 Play can be adapted to all levels, so something which works well in a P7 class 
could be changed and made suitable for those in P3, for example Mr Dove, who 
teaches P3 (but used to teach P7), has a “tinker table” where the children can take 
things apart and see how they work. They get very immersed in doing this which 
then engages the rest of the classroom. 

3.8 The school uses the hashtag #PinkiePlays on twitter and there has been lots 
of good examples on there of play both within the classroom and at home. 

4. Head Teacher’s Report 

4.1 Before Mrs Colette Bonnar gave her report she thanked both Alistair Dove 
and Stewart Kelly for giving their presentation on Pinkie Plays. A different part of the 
SIP will be covered at each Pinkie Parents meeting, and explained how it is related 
to teaching and learning.  

4.2 The staff at Pinkie take on different aspects of the SIP that they have a 
particular interest in. They gain knowledge in these areas before sharing what they 
are doing and how it impacts learners to the other staff at CAT sessions and 
inservice days. 
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COVID Update 

4.3 A groupcall want out to all parents and carers to inform them that lunches will 
take place in the dinner hall again from 31st January. The school will be following the 
same guidance as before and trying to group classes together whenever they can, 
and if practical. 

4.4 COVID guidelines are for adults to still to wear face coverings within the 
playground and to have a staggered start time for P2 - P7. The school will be sticking 
to these guidelines until told otherwise. 

4.5 There have been quite a few letters sent out about positive COVID cases. 
These are issued by the council after they receive information from the school.  
  

Parents Evening 

4.6 Parents evening will take place at the beginning of March. These will take 
place via Googlemeet, which is an upgrade on the phone calls used before. There 
will be a CAT session to talk this through with the staff and hopefully iron out any 
problems which may occur. Helen Gordon and Scarlett Palmer will be taking the lead 
on this. 

4.7 Very clear information will be sent out on how to use it but if there are any 
questions about technical support then the staff will be able to help.  

Learning and Teaching 

4.8 There are a large number of staff absences every day which is very 
challenging for the school. However, remote learning has managed to be avoided by 
everyone pitching in together to ensure classes are covered and learning is kept 
consistent. The school have contingency plans in place, and this changes every day 
based on the staff absences. 

4.9 The stage leaders (Helen Gordon - nursery and P1; Rachel Snowden -  P2, 
P3 and P4; Scarlett Palmer - P5,P6,P7) cover non-class contact time so the class 
teachers can plan lessons etc. For example, Scarlett Palmer has been teaching 
some PE lessons. Classes are also sometimes taken together for outside learning or 
fitness to also allow the teachers non class contact.  

4.10 COVID has a huge impact on the school but everyone is coming together and 
managing as best they can. 

P7 Fundraising  
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4.11 Mr Stewart Kelly has been in contact with Pamela Grant about the P7 
fundraising. The P7’s will soon send out a leaflet about a raffle they have organised. 
The P7 team have planned an end of year event and all fundraising will go towards 
that. Pamela will talk to Stewart Kelly about the licence which is needed for the raffle. 
(Action: Pamela) 

4.12 There will definitely be a P7 party at the end of the academic year, but it 
maybe have to take place within school hours. Nothing can be planned too far in 
advance at the moment and everything has to be within the COVID guidelines. 

Finance 

4.13 The school is in a very healthy financial position as it gets towards the end of 
the financial year. The school is looking at buying new PE equipment, music 
equipment, play equipment and have also asked nursery for a wish-list. All money 
spent will be linked to the SIP. 

Staffing 

4.14 Miss Grieve, who started in at the school in August and is the current P6B 
teacher will be moving on to a different authority. The school have already recruited 
and have a preferred candidate in mind to take her place and will be doing pre-
employment checks. Scarlett Palmer, who is the stage leader for P6 will ensure that 
there is a good transition and that everything runs smoothly. The preferred candidate 
will hopefully be starting at the school after the February break. 

4.15 Becky Smillie who has been at Pinkie for 7 years has been successful in 
securing a post as Principal Teacher within East Lothian. She will be going to 
different schools within the authority so there’s every chance Pinkie will get to see 
her again. This will be a huge loss to Pinkie, but Congratulations are definitely in 
order for Becky.  

4.16 The school currently has student teachers in some of the classes. The next 
newsletter sent out will let parents and carers know who they are and what class 
they are in. 

4.17 The school will be soon be advertising for someone to replace Becky Smillie, 
as well as two more ASN auxiliaries and an office worker. 

5. School Extension Update (Graham Mackenzie - Extension Project 
Manager) 

 6



5.1 Graham Mackenzie is a Senior Architect Technician who works for East 
Lothian Council. He joined this project in December and acts as a buffer between the 
school and Robertsons, who are the construction company carrying out the 
extension. He will attend the Pinkie Parent meetings from time to time to give an 
update on what is happening. 

5.2 Graham showed the extension plans of the gym hall and nursery to the 
meeting (please see the attachment). The main point into the site is through the 
school gate, and then down a new road which will be built. 

5.3 The first part of the job is to build the new open plan nursery. A sketch of this 
was shown to the meeting (please attachment pages 4,5 and 6). The plans show an 
open plan indoor play area, classroom, parents room, kitchen area and a Mezzanine 
high level play area. There will also be an outdoor protected play area which will 
connect via a corridor to a double court area with their own storage area. 

5.4 At the start of January, fencing was supplied which has now compounded off 
the temporary site. This fenced-in area will vary throughout the project. The 
construction vehicles will have access to come and go at the times of day where staff 
and children aren’t coming and going. 

5.5 The gym hall extension will take place at the back of the school, next to the 
dinner hall (please see attachment page 7). This means that a lot of the concrete 
play area will be taken away, but not all of it. This will be fenced off when building 
takes place, and advanced warning will be communicated when work is about to 
start. 

5.6 Access to the pavilion may be disrupted for a while. The existing road to the 
car park at the back of the school will still be in use before the new two way road is 
built, but sometimes temporary access may have to take place. Newsletters will be 
sent out to notify of any changes as well as on-site signage.   

5.7 The pavilion will still be available to use in the summer holidays, and should 
be available for the After School Club to use. However, Kirsty and Colette have 
spoken and it was agreed that other parts of the school will be made available for the 
ASC to use, if needed. 

5.8 The extension will take over a year to complete. Some internal alterations will 
be completed within the summer holidays which includes a new corridor, repair 
works and window installations. Dates on phases will be confirmed closer to the 
time. 

5.9 Parents and carers will be kept updated with pictures of what is happening 
and also directional diagrams and signage which Graham will have more information 
about before the next Pinkie Parents meeting. 

5.10 There are currently no plans to include a playground when completing the 
extension, however as there is still work to do in the landscaping layout it can be 
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looked at then. The school has waited a long time to have playground improvements 
and this is the best opportunity to make it happen. It is important to have the parents 
involved in this, and working together with the school.  
Councillor Stuart Currie agreed that now is the perfect time for looking at long-
awaited playground improvements as part of the current project, as for as long as he 
can recall this has been an issue and the school should not miss this opportunity. 
Graham MacKenzie will discuss this with his colleagues and report back at the next 
Pinkie Parents meeting. (Action: Graham) 

5.11 It was questioned whether there was any chance of having a turning circle / 
drop off point at the school to reduce the amount of dangerous parking happening 
near the school, particularly on Edenhall Road and Park Lane. The council policy is 
to walk to school wherever possible, but this isn’t always possible. Other schools 
which have been designed from scratch have drop off points in the plans, and this 
school currently has huge issues with parking and car safety. This could potentially 
be taken to the council as a healthy and safety concern, and discussion needs to 
take place with the school and parent council. Graham will also have meetings with 
the appropriate people about this. 

5.12 If there are any questions about any of the extension work, then please 
contact Mrs Colette Bonnar who will forward them on to Graham. He will respond to 
any questions and will come again to the next meeting for further updates. 

6. Treasurer’s Update 

6.1 The opening balance is £1,977. 

6.2 The income is as follows: 
 £563.50 profit from Christmas cards 
 £85 profit from Christmas cinema screenings 
 £120 from East Lothian lottery, which is still proving to be popular. 

6.3 The only expenditure was for some wrapping paper for Gaynor. 

6.4 This leaves the bank balance at £2,700, which is a fairly healthy amount. 

6.5 There are no commitments coming up, so it is currently feeling quite 
comfortable. 

7. Fundraising Update 

7.1 There is not a huge amount happening at the moment, apart from a small 
amount of money from easy fundraising and the East Lothian lottery which comes in 
every month. 
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7.2 The Edinburgh marathon stall would be the next event. This is due to take 
place on 20th may, and hopefully Pinkie Parents can have their normal stall as it is 
always a good fundraiser. 

7.3 After this would be the Summer fair, but it is hard to plan anything in advance 
just now. It was decided to wait and see how the next 6-8 weeks go before looking 
into this any further. It was suggested to maybe have an outdoor fair, as even with all 
the construction work happening there is still a huge amount of space which can be 
used. 

7.4 Pamela will look into maybe starting up a fundraising sub committee in the 
near future. 

8. Next Meeting Date 

8.1 The next meeting will take place on Monday 7th March. 

8.2 Pamela and Gaynor will be stepping down as Chair and Vice Chair at the 
AGM which will take place on 25th April. They can’t remain in their posts unless the 
Constitution is changed, as it states they can only be in their posts for two years. 
Therefore, if anyone is interested in these posts the please get in touch with Pamela. 
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