
8-MARK ESSAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

There is ALWAYS an 8-mark essay question to answer in one of the Units 

at Credit Level.  You will need to allow 15-20 minutes to answer this 

question. 

 

Of the eight marks available, two are awarded for structure: 

 Introduction 

 Main Body (minimum of two paragraphs) 

 Conclusion. 

For each one of these which is missing, you will be deducted one mark 

(down to a minimum of 0/2). 

 

The remaining six marks are awarded for the content of the main body. 

 

 

GOLDEN RULES 

 

Introduction – this should be one or two sentences.  It must state the 

aims of your essay and might briefly set the context/scene. 

 

 

Main body – this must be set out in at least two paragraphs.  Each 

containing a minimum of two sentences, but three or four is best.  

Remember to link to the question throughout, explaining your answer 

carefully and using words like “because” and “therefore”.  You will only 

be awarded marks for information which is relevant to answering the 

question! 

 

 

Conclusion – one sentence is fine for a conclusion.  A good conclusion 

should sum up the essay effectively and must always answer the 

question directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aim:  

 To understand how to answer 8-mark essay questions. 



 

Example Question: 

 

 In the Allied victory over Germany by 1918, how 

important was the Allied use of new technology  

         8 marks 

 

This essay will explain the importance of the use of 

new technology in the Allied victory over Germany. 

 

The use of technology gave the Allies many 

important advantages over the German army 

which contributed towards the Allied victory in 

1918. For example, their use of tanks eventually led 

to a breakthrough at the Battle of Amiens and 

helped to push back the German troops. 

Furthermore the Allies air power increased 

throughout the war and they developed useful 

tactics such as strafing. Finally, in the War at sea the 

Allies had a technological advantage thanks to 

Britain building a greater number of Dreadnoughts.  

 

However, there were many other factors which led 

to the Allied defeat of Germany in 1918. For 

example, the collapse of the German home front 

weakened the support in Germany for the war 

effort. Food shortages were so great that over 

750,000 German civilians died during the war. 

Another factor which contributed to the Allied 

victory was the United States joining the Allies in 

1917. This helped boost Allied supplies and 

resources and decreased morale among the 

German troops. Finally, by November 1918 many of 

Germany’s allies were withdrawing from the war 

which also contributed to the Allied victory. 

 

In conclusion, the use of new technology was an 

important factor in the defeat of Germany in 1918, 

but other factors such as the collapse of the 

German home front also played a significant role. 

 

 

 


