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Behaviour in School 

 

� Pupils have a right to a good education free 

from disruption. 

� Parents have a right to know that their 

children are safe and secure in school, 

learning to the best of their ability free from 

disruption. 

� Teachers have a right to teach, free from 

disruption caused by poor behaviour. 

� Teachers and Parents have a responsibility 

to establish a climate of discipline and order 

that allows an atmosphere of purposeful 

activity. 

� Parents and school must work together to 

support their young people. 

� All teachers will operate a Yellow 

Card / Red Card system. 

o Verbal Warning 

o Yellow Card (Final warning) 

o Red Card (Detention and/or On-call) 

� Detention will be used as a deterrent, not a 

punishment. Teachers will give pupils the 

opportunity to change the way they are 

behaving before issuing a detention. 

� Where poor behaviour has been the cause of 

the detention, pupils will NOT return to 

class until the detention has been completed. 

� Pupils out of class will work in another room 

within the Department. 

� Parents will be kept informed at each stage in 

the process, and may be invited into school 

should the pupil choose to not accept the 

consequences of their actions. 

 

Behaviour for Learning 
at 

Preston Lodge High School 
 

 
 

 

Information for Parents/Carers 

 

 
…“an attack on disadvantage whenever, and 
however, it might occur.” 
 

“….teachers must establish a climate of discipline 
and order which allows an atmosphere of 
purposeful activity.” 

East Lothian Council Policy 

on Teaching & Learning 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. Why would my child be given a detention? 

 

All teachers operate a system of Yellow Card / Red 
Card. A detention will have only been issued as a 
consequence of your child choosing not to change their 
behaviour following clear advice. Teachers will always 
have tried to encourage a pupil to work (and learn) 
without disrupting others, a range of techniques will 
have been used before detention. e.g. moving seat, one-
to-one discussion, etc. A pupil will not get a detention 
“straight away” and parents should be cautious about 
such explanations. Detention is a deterrent NOT a 
punishment. 
 
 
2. How will I know that a detention has 

been issued? 

 

Your child should give you a letter with the details of 
the detention on it. There will also be a tear-off part 
which you should return to the SCHOOL OFFICE the 
next morning.  
 
Where the facility is available, you will also receive a 
text message informing of the detention. 
 

 

3. What will happen if I forget to return the slip? 

 

Where the slip is not returned and the detention 
remains outstanding, a Depute Head Teacher will 
contact you to agree completion of the detention. 
 

4. How long is a detention? 

 

Detention will be from 3.45pm until 4.30 pm. On Friday 
detention will be for 1 hour from 12.00pm -1.00pm. 

5. When will detention happen? 

 

A detention will always be given for the 
day after the teacher issues the letter, 
except on Thursday and Friday these will normally be 
completed on the following Monday. 
 

6. Can pupils stay in class until they do detention? 

 

Where a pupil has been placed on detention for 
classroom behaviour, the pupil will not return to the 
normal class until completion of the detention. This will 
usually mean that the pupil will go to a different 
classroom in the department (appropriate work will be 
provided). 
 
For other detentions (e.g. timekeeping, forgetting 
jotters or equipment etc), pupils will be allowed to 
remain in their normal class. 
 

 

7. What will happen if my child does not appear for 

detention? 

 

You will be contacted by a Depute Head Teacher, to 
make arrangements for completion of the detention. 
 

 

8. If my child simply forgets, can they do the 

detention the following evening? 

 

If your child comes home without doing a detention. 
You can, following a discussion with your son/daughter 
about their behaviour, provide a note asking for the 
detention to be done the following evening. This should 
be taken to the teacher who issued the detention. The 
teacher will discuss this situation with the 
pupil and may decide that this is 
appropriate. Pupils should not make a habit 
of this. They will have to ensure that they 

approach the teacher in an appropriate manner. 
It’s important that teacher and parent do not allow the 
child to play one off against the other. Any pupil 
coming without a parental note will not be allowed, to 
alter a detention date. 
 
9. What will happen if my child persists in missing a 

detention? 

 
If your child is not prepared to accept the 
consequences of their actions, or work with the school 
and home to improve their behaviour. 
 
We will:- 

� phone you again to inform you of their 
absence. 

� write to invite you into school early in the 
following week to discuss our next steps. 

 

 

10. What will happen if you cannot contact me? 

 
If we are unable to contact you by phone and do not get a 

reply to answering machine messages we will phone your 

emergency contact and ask them to get you to contact us. 

It is important for safety and security that we have up-to-

date contact number for you. 
 

11. My child usually gets a bus so how do 

they get home? 

 

Many pupils stay in school for a variety of 
reasons every night, study clubs, sports clubs etc. You 
should discuss “how to get home” when talking with 
your child about changing their behaviour and 
accepting responsibility. 
We urge you to find a solution to this problem which 
does not send a signal to your child that they can “get 
away” with disruptive behaviour. 


