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Dear PLer 

I hope everyone has had a good week, as we 
return to school after the holiday period. It has 
been good to get back, and we look forward to 
working with you this term. 

We were really grateful to the students and 
parents/carers who responded to our home 
learning survey. Really constructive feedback 
and suggestions have really helped our work to 
refresh home learning at PL, and our new 
approach will be shared with all families 
towards the end of next week. 

Next week we will also share plans to move the 
timetable forward for many of our students. 
This has been a challenging time for senior 
students, with the cancellation of exams, and it 
is important that we move those students’ 
learning into next year’s subjects as soon as 
possible. Watch this space. 

 
Many, many thanks to friends and supporters of 
PL for their support of our visor-making team.  

To date an incredible 2000 visors have been 
distributed to front line health and care workers, 
and East Lothian Home Economics teachers are 
now starting production of NHS Scrubs at the PL 
‘factory’. A real good news story in these 
troubled times. 

Finally, our first School Lottery draw takes place 
tomorrow. Thank you to everyone for their 
support of this venture so far, and you can find 
out more on page 6. 

Do get in touch with the school, or any of our 
staff, if you would like to discus any matter, and I 
wish you and your families all the very best. 

Gavin Clark 

Headteacher 
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Staffing update 

This term we are delighted to welcome back Jan Ainslie and Nina Thain to our virtual Languages team. In English, 
however, Catherine Dods will remain as PT up to the end of May.  

We also welcome Elaine McDowell into our team … remotely! Elaine is covering for Lisa Main’s maternity leave, 
and will now be working with Jim Matthews supporting his caseload. 

 

Trip Refunds  

We have now received permission from East Lothian Council to refund school trips that were planned for June this 
year. Please bear with us as we process this work. It is an unusually time-consuming task, because each refund 
needs to be processed individually, but we would like to reassure families that the significant number of refunds 
will be processed as quickly as is possible. We are well aware that many families need this to happen quickly! 

Cash or cheque payments will be refunded by BACs payment, and the school will contact families who made 
payments in this way with a form to complete, providing bank details. The refund itself will then be processed by 
East Lothian Council. 

 

S6 Prom 

It will be no surprise that we will be unable to have our Prom as planned on 5 June.  However, we were keen that 
the event should be rescheduled and we have managed to organise an alternative date of Friday 11 September at 
Strawberry Barn, Dunbar.  We have set up payments via SchoolPay 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/schoolpay  

I would ask that the balance you are due is paid by Monday 8 June. If anyone is having difficulty paying by that date 
please email Julia Robertson on jrobertson@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. 

Should a parent/carer require login details for the Schoolpay system please email 
admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk  

Julia Robertson 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus Book 

There is a lot of advice around at the moment, but we particularly 
liked this book. Although aimed at  a younger age group, it provides 
a really straightforward and engaging guide to the pandemic, which 
we think a good number of our students will enjoy.  

Do take a look at the book and a short video at 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/24/coronavirus-
information/  

 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/schoolpay
mailto:jrobertson@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/24/booklet-and-video-for-children-on-understanding-the-coronavirus/
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/24/booklet-and-video-for-children-on-understanding-the-coronavirus/
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Serving our community 

Over the holiday period, and since the resumption of home learning, our staff have been able to maintain PPE 
production in school, and we have now distributed over 2000 visors to health and care workers across East Lothian 
and beyond. An amazing 404 visors were produced yesterday alone! 

To allow the CDT staff involved a chance to properly manage those home learning commitments, 8 other staff 
joined the team this week, and production continues apace. 

We have received nearly £7000 on our Justgiving page, and from other donations, and we are incredibly grateful 
for this show of support for our work. Most of this money has already spent on materials, that will keep the show 
on the road. 

We have also been able to diversify into the production of NHS scrubs, with East Lothian 
Home Economics staff joined by other members of staff. Next week we have our first 
delivery to the NHS, and production will continue in this new line, too.  

We shouldn’t forget our science team, who donated their safety glasses to the cause! 

You can see our visor factory on STV news recently here https://www.edubuzz.org/
prestonlodge/2020/04/24/covid-visor-stv and we’ll keep you updated! 
 

 

"Thank you for 
providing this 
much-needed 
PPE. With a 
family who are 
predominantly 
nurses I know 
how much 
they will 
appreciate 
your effort and 
support" 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/julie-lowe
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/24/covid-visor-stv
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/24/covid-visor-stv
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Some helpful advice for our PL Community 
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PRESTON LODGE SCHOOL LOTTERY - Don’t forget our first School Lottery Draw takes place tomorrow!  

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to announce the launch of the Friends of Preston Lodge Lottery, which has been set up to raise 
funds for Preston Lodge High School and the young people in our community. We do hope you will consider 
supporting our new School Lottery.  The cost is £1 per ticket per week, and the money raised will provide much 
needed funds for school projects as well as giving supporters a chance of winning cash prizes:  

40% of the ticket cost goes directly towards school projects  

One ticket will win 30% of the total weekly ticket sales from Preston Lodge supporters 

Every ticket has a further chance of winning a grand prize of £25,000 in a separate draw.  

 

The first draw of this weekly lottery will take place on Saturday 25 April 2020 (over 16’s only).   

We are thrilled to announce that we have been promised match funding (up to a maximum of £25,000!) for all 
tickets sold from now until the first draw on 25 April!  For instance, if you were to purchase two tickets a week 
and sign up to a twelve month direct debit of £8.68 per month, the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, our 
school’s charitable trust, will receive a further £104.16! 

 

You can sign up for 1, 3, 6, or 12 months, and there are various ways to pay, all of which are match funded: 

Monthly recurring Direct Debit/payment card 

One-off payment  

If you would like to join the lottery you can sign up here:  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

 

How your £1 ticket money is split: 

 

40p goes towards school projects 

30p goes towards the Preston Lodge High School cash prize (one winner each week) 

6p goes towards the grand prize £25,000 prize (one winner each week nationally) 

20p for administration 

4p for VAT 

Winners will be notified by email each week and can choose how to receive their winnings.  More information can 
be found on our Friends of Preston Lodge website (https://friends-of-preston-lodge.co.uk) or you can pick up a 
form from the school office. 

To be included in the first draw please sign up before 25th April 2020.    

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
https://friends-of-preston-lodge.co.uk
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The Preston Lodge Community Fund is still available! 

Although much of the cost of school is not an issue during this time of home working, some, there are still costs 
around, at a difficult time for families. 

The Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning.  While we are working from home it may still 
be that you need some support with payments for subject resources.  Grants are usually in the region of £10-50, 
but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely confidential.  Applications can be 
made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is still available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, Preston Lodge Learning 
Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by simply emailing cjohnston@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Clare Johnston    
(PT Attainment) on cjohnston@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:cjohnston@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:cjohnston@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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Dates for Your Diary! We thought we’d keep producing the existing 

school calendar in PLus, to keep our community 

aware of what we would normally be doing. 

We’re currently considering work-arounds for 

many of these events and processes! 

Monday 27 April Exam Leave starts 

Wednesday 29 April 
HPV Vaccinations (S1 Boys and Girls), (S2 Girls and catch 

ups) 

Thursday 30 April S2 Target Setting/Tracking Period 2 sent to parents 

Monday 4 May May Day Holiday 

Thursday 7 May Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Friday 8 May VE Day 75 Celebrations (additional holiday) 

Monday 11 May Work Experience Week 1—cancelled 

Wednesday 13 May P7 Outdoor Challenge Day—cancelled 

Monday 18 May In-Service 7, Work Experience Week 2—cancelled 

Tuesday 19 May 
Pupils Resume, S1 Target Setting and Tracking Period 2 sent 

to parents 

Tuesday 26 May S1-6 Curriculum Evening 6.30-8.30pm 

Thursday 28 May 
Senior Phase Target Setting and Tracking Period 4 sent to 

parents 

Friday 29 May Exam Leave ends 


