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Dear Parent/Carer/Student         3 April 2020 

End of term update 

It has been an extraordinarily challenging few weeks for all our families and our students, but there have also 
been some wonderful examples of members of our community pulling together to take on those challenges.  

Now, likely, many will be wondering whether these holidays will actually be that much different to school days! 
However, families, like our staff, will be operating to different agendas over the next two weeks. To support our 
own wellbeing, and the wellbeing of others it is really important that we all take a break from structured learning, 
and make this next period a little different. That doesn’t mean learning cannot continue, though, and this week’s 
PLus contains details of a great resource put together by our school librarian, Derek France, which offers some 
different ways for student to engage with their subjects.  

Home Learning 

We have been really pleased to see so many of our students engaging positively with home learning programmes 
on Google Classroom. Having now received data on student engagement with school work, we know that much 
worthwhile work has taken place.  

In the new term we will be work hard to remove any barriers students currently face in their learning at home, so 
that all learners are maximising their potential over what looks certain to be a full term of home learning. 

In the meantime, we’d be really grateful if all parents/carers and students would take a few minutes to respond 
to a short survey. The feedback will help us to positively adapt our approach to home learning next term. 

The parent/carer survey can be accessed here.  

The student survey can be accessed here.  

The holiday period 

After a hugely challenging end to this term, it is essential that our staff have an opportunity to step back from 
learning and teaching, and prepare themselves for the new term ahead. We will not therefore be setting 
structured work, or engaging with Google Classroom in a systematic way over this period. However, some staff 
have asked to maintain links with students, and if that makes sense to them, then we support that.  

Our guidance team need a well-deserved break, too, but they will be checking their edubuzz mailboxes every day 
or two, and if you or your child needs particular support then you are welcome to contact them. This may be 
particularly useful for the small number of families still finalising course choices. Please just don’t expect an 
immediate reply! 

We will regularly check admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk over the holidays, so please use this address if you 
have any particular questions. 

mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.prestonlodge.net/
https://forms.gle/xdhH7J2wekzQhEPs5
https://forms.gle/sawHUEeRDF1TYnDF9
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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 SQA Update 
The SQA updated schools on next steps for schools just yesterday, and all schools and local authorities are now 
digesting that advice and deciding on next steps. However, the full guidance on our approach to estimate grades 
will not be with schools until 20 April. 

The deadline for the finalisation of estimate grades has been moved back to 29 May, which will give schools time 
to properly plan next steps and we will, of course, update families on the work that we will be doing to comply 
with the 20 April guidance very early next term. 

In the meantime, I would recommend all S4-6 students, and the parents/carers of those students take a look at 
the new SQA guidance for learners, parents, and carers here. This guidance will no doubt provoke many queries, 
but we will only be able to answer them once we have received that further advice ourselves on 20 April. Our key 
school priority from that point on will be to support all students in achieving fair outcomes that properly reflect 
their efforts and ability. 

School Trips 

We are currently waiting for an update from East Lothian Council for procedures around June school trips. Next 
week I will write separately to the families of all students who had signed up for these trips with further details. 

Free School Meals  

You may already know that many students in receipt of free school meals are now receiving a packed lunch to 
their door each day. If any more families in receipt of free school meals would now like to receive a daily packed 
lunch you can sign up here. We are delighted that this support will continue over the holiday period this year. 

These are very challenging times, with a lot of change in family circumstances taking place, and a number of our 
families may now wish to register for Free School Meals. Further information can be found on East Lothian’s 
website here. If you would like some help in completing these forms support is available on the website, or 
contact your child’s Guidance teacher, who will also be able to help you via a telephone call or email. 

Advice for parents/carers 

There is much advice for both parents/carers and students around at the moment, but I’m particularly grateful 
that our Educational Psychology team have put out some advice specifically for adults, which is available on our 
school website here. The advice seeks to offer simple support for adults in maintaining emotional wellbeing and 
managing emotions – something we are all finding tricky at the moment! 

We look forward to working with you next term, and I hope that all of our families are able to have some positive 
experiences over the next two weeks. Our whole community has worked together incredibly constructively so far, 
and I am confident that if we keep working together over the coming weeks and months we will be able to get 
through all of this. 

Please do get in touch if you would like to discuss any aspect of our work, and I wish you all well. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Gavin Clark 
Headteacher.   

 

mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.prestonlodge.net/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/020420-SQA-NQ2020-Parent-Carer-covid-19-FAQ.pdf
https://forms.gle/ur39xjsaaSNer6jf8
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/4
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/04/02/maintaining-your-emotional-wellbeing-and-managing-your-own-emotions/

