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Dear Parent/Carer 

PL is delighted to be back! 

It was great to welcome students back in to school 
this week, and really lovely to see our classrooms 
and corridors full of young people again. 

We have really missed our students and as well as 
seeing so many smiles on young faces as student 
return took place, there were also broad grins on 
staff faces, as we all reconnected again. 

I actually found it very emotional driving to work 
on Wednesday, seeing PL students at bus stops for 
the first time in five months, and I know our staff 
have really enjoyed this week. 

A highlight was the long-overdue arrival of our 
new S1s into our school. We had a really great 

 transition day on Thursday and I know that our 
newest PLers are going to enjoy their time with 
us. Thank you so much to the wonderful S6s 
who supported those S1s. You really helped to 
make their day special. 

None of this will be easy, of course. New safety 
measures in Scottish schools will take time to 
get used to, but our students have definitely 
shown us that they are up for it, and that they 
will be able to make a success of the ’new 
normal’. 

Here’s to a great year, and we look forward to 
working with you to make it a good one.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Welcome Back! 
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Eilidh Buckley 

Earlier this month we were all very sad to hear the news of Eilidh 
Buckley’s untimely death. Eilidh contracted meningitis and passed away 
in hospital, to everyone’s shock. 

Eilidh was a shining star in our school, and had just left sixth year, 
intending to train as a primary teacher at Stirling University. An ‘A’ grade 
student all her way through school, Eilidh had such a bright future 
ahead of her, and she would have been a great teacher. 

Eilidh made our school a better place, and we were all delighted when 
she secured the post of Depute Head Girl, a post in which she excelled. 
She was a real role model.  

Many staff have commented on how commited to learning and her 
community Eilidh was, as well as on her positive can-do attitude. 
Upbeat, caring, clever, capable and kind … many students benefited 
from her support and friendship in all sorts of ways, and she always had 
time for others. Eilidh was really approachable, and likeable. 

Eilidh was, of course, a great student to have in class. She was sparky, 
committed and interested in the world around her. She gave her work 
real focus, inspiring others around her to do the same.  However, that 
commitment was very natural. Eilidh was able to achieve great things 
without ever diminishing others around her. 

The number of people who turned out in Port Seton and Cockenzie to show their respect at Eilidh’s funeral 
procession through her town was a testament to her place in that community and the love it had for her.  It was 
incredibly moving to see so many people line the streets. 

This has been a hugely challenging time for Eilidh’s family and friends, and our thoughts are with them. Eilidh will 
not be forgotten at Preston Lodge High School. She was a great PLer, and will always remain a great PLer. Thank 
you, Eilidh, for everything that you gave our school, and we miss you very, very much. 
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SQA Results 

This has been the oddest of years, of course, for students sitting SQA certificate subjects. 
After a challenging end to the school year, when examinations were cancelled, the 
finalisation of exam results, moderated by the SQA, caused national news headlines. 

We were delighted this Tuesday when all the work that our students had put into their 
studies over many years, and the very significant time that teachers had put into estimating 
their performance, were properly acknowledged. A lot of unnecessary harm was avoided as the Deputy First 
Minister overturned an altering of estimate grades that had unfairly disadvantaged a number of our students. 

Whichever measure you look at—estimates or original SQA grades– our students performed extremely well at 
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher level, and our examination results are much improved. This had been 
anticipated all year, before covid-19, so all’s well that ends well. Just as importantly, many of our students had 
already achieved great things at National 3 and National 4 level before schools shut down. Fortunately, those 
qualifications, without an exam, avoided all the uncertainty. 

We congratulate all of our students, and thank you for your efforts. You coped admirably with a very trying set of 
circumstances, and achieved what you deserved. Well done! 

 

Staff changes 

We were delighted to welcome a number of new staff into our school this week. 

Over the summer period Steph Barnes secured a post at Currie High School. We were sorry to lose Steph, who 
made a great contribution not only to Biology, but who was also a co-organiser of our S1 Lagganlia trip. We wish 
Steph well, and every cloud has a silver lining … Laurienne Omond-Berkley, who was with us for one year last 
session, will take Steph’s place. We are really happy to have us back with us. 

In Health and Wellbeing Robin Robeson joins our PE team and Christina Swan will cover Ruth Dempsey’s maternity 
leave. In Humanities Jenna McDonald joins our Geography team, and we welcome Tim Cooper back to History. Tim 
was also with us last year, and we are, likewise, really pleased to see him back. In Expressive Arts Megan 
McDonaugh joins Art and Design and in Languages Anja Komishke joins our French team for two days a week. 

Elaine McDowell actually joined our Inclusion team in March, as maternity cover for Lisa Main, but lockdown made 
her our first virtual appointment! We are really glad that Elaine has finally been able to join us in person. 

We are delighted to have recruited so many capable new staff into our school. Welcome to Preston Lodge! 

 

Our new school day 

In case you missed my recent letter here are the timings of our new school day: 

Monday to Thursday 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

8.30 8.40 9.30 10.20 11.10 11.25 12.15 1.05 1.45 2.35 3.25 

Registra-
tion 

Period 
1 

Period 
2 

Period 
3 

Break Period 
4 

Period 
5 

Lunch Period 
6 

Period 
7 

End of 
day 

8.30 8.40 9.30 10.20 10.35 11.25 12.15 

Registra-
tion 

Period 
1 

Period 
2 

Break Period 
3 

Period 
4 

End of 
day 
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Our key safety messages 

On each student’s first day back in school we shared a number of important messages about our new approach to 
learning. These two slides were part of that message: 

Keeping yourself and others safe

• Keep left in the corridors at all times 

• Stay 2 metres away from all adults when talking to them

• Follow all instructions from the teacher or member of staff 

• Bring a school bag with your equipment in it – this is required, 
not requested

• Enjoy learning and always be kind 

Keeping yourself and others safe

• Hand sanitise or wash your hands on arrival to school, before 
and after eating and after using the toilet (marked pupil 
toilets across the school)

• Head straight to your register room on arrival and sanitise 
hands

• Hand sanitise hands on arrival in all classrooms

• Wear a face mask/covering if you feel safer 

• Clean your work station (desk/chair) on arrival at a class

• If you have Covid-19 symptoms, or someone in your house 
has symptoms please stay at home and let the school know
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Here is the link to Book A Book https://forms.gle/speqjv1RBWzHRAmh9 

 

Active Schools 

 Activity will all be outdoors for now 

 Anyone wishing to sign up for a club MUST sign up through ELC booking live system. Without a booking then 

you cannot attend club - even those who have been participating in sport at PL already 

 Booking live details will be shared by whole-school email and social media. Twitter@PLHSport and 

www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge Please follow these sites for more detail 

 Sessions will follow national guidelines, so will be limited in number along with social distancing 

 All teams will now have a Team App profile which will be sent out via social media. All parents/carers will 

need to download the app to have full access to details. 

 Changing rooms will not be accessible and sessions will be limited to one hour 

https://forms.gle/speqjv1RBWzHRAmh9
http://www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 

support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 

usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 

confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 

Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 

Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: We are currently revisiting our calendar, in light of the full return to school, and a more detailed 

calendar of key events will be with families soon! 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 17 August All students return to school 

Friday 18 September September Holiday 

Monday 21 September September Holiday 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

