
 

 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                       11 September 2020 

Dear PLer, 

We were delighted to appoint our new Senior 
Team this week, and our selection process clearly 
showed that our current S6 group are a talented 
bunch. All of our S6 have had a really impressive 
start to the year, and are working hard alongside 
staff to make sure all of our students feel valued 
and happy. 

Epraise is back this week, too. For new S1s this will 
be the first time they have experienced our 
electronic reward system, which allows us to 
recognise students for getting things right. The 
points are already flooding in …. 

 Achievement has been much on our minds this 
week, and Prize-giving certificates from last June’s 
virtual ceremony are now back from the printers, 
and will be passed on to students next week. 

Do look out for this evening’s update letter, which 
will clarify what yesterday’s updated guidelines 
mean for our students using shops at break and 
lunch. Working together I am sure we will make 
sense of it all and find positive ways forward. 

I hope you have a good weekend.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Our new Senior Team! 

Stop Press: Dress down, dress brightly 

Next Thursday 17th September we will be having a Dress Down, Dress Brightly day to 

raise money for our charity fund.  We would like all staff and students to wear 

something bright that day and donate £1 at registration if they are able.  
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Senior Team 

We are delighted to announce that this year’s Senior Team will be Roma 
Aitken, Matthew Costello, Becky Hunter, Mhairi Jamieson, Gregor 
Thomson and Rachel White. Becky and Mhairi are our Head Students, 
whilst Roma, Matthew , Gregor and Rachel are our Deputes. 

We were so lucky to have so many capable young men and women 
putting themselves forward this year and, as ever, it was very difficult to 
say no to some very talented and committed students. However, we now 
move on to the selection of House Captains, and then turn to S6 
Committees. There are still many S6 leadership opportunities up for grabs, 
and we’ll keep you in touch at each stage. 

After a necessary delay in starting the process of assigning S6 leadership roles, we are really pleased that the 
Senior Team have made a brisk start to their work, and they have already set up a prefect system, which sees 
around 50 of our S6 students supporting the good management of students in and around the building. An 
impressive start, with strong student leadership already making a positive difference to our school! 

 

epraise is up and running! 

Competition for the 20/21 House Cup is underway for the new term! As usual, the main way for students to earn 
points for their House is through our electronic epraise system. Remember, every point a student earns counts 
towards their individual total, their House total for the House Cup and also allows students to make purchases 
from the epraise shop or enter prize draws (more details on this to follow).  

All points are awarded for demonstrating the school’s Aims and Values or for using the 6Rs. All teachers and 
members of the Senior Team can award points. Points will also be awarded for participation in extra-curricular 
activities or representing the school at sport.  

Students should make sure that they log into epraise regularly to check their individual and House Points totals. To 
log in, use the link below. 

Usernames = computer log in username  eg pl20ssssf 

Passwords = computer log in password +20  eg if your computer log in password is tables, your epraise password 
will be tables20 

https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?school=prestonlodge 

Alec Jessop 

https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?school=prestonlodge
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?school=prestonlodge
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S3 School of Art  

S3 School of Art in the Community enjoyed 
a sunny photography shoot at Preston 
Tower this week. The students were using 
knowledge gained in class and applying it 
to their practical photography skills. We 
looked at zooming in on objects and 
capturing detail in their images. 

Denise McHugh 
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Making Crystals 

In our Enhanced Learning Provision Kimberly Dryburgh and Alexander Wilson have 
been working on a water theme.  

They grew their own salt crystals over a week and know all about evaporation and 
saturation. Well done! 

Fiona de Havilland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers Exploration Day  

Thank you very much to all the businesses and organisations who offered to support our Careers Exploration 
event.  We've made the decision to postpone it until next year to allow things to settle down a little.  There are a 
huge range of complications schools are facing at the moment, with rules and expectations changing frequently.   

We'll hopefully run it next October (2021), and we will be in contact with all those businesses next year. 

Dylan Bell 

 

School Canteen Prices 

Across East Lothian secondary canteens are slowly expanding the variety of foods 
available, and our current offering appears below. 

 

Pasta  £1.65 Chips 95p 

Hot Dogs £1.65 Pizzini £1.25 

Hot Filled Rolls £1.30 Chicken Goujons £2.10 

Sausage Rolls £1.30 Pies £1.30 

Pizza £1.30 Baked Potato and 1 Filling £1.25 

Soup 65p Scones 46p 

Croissant 46p Traybakes 75p 

Fruit Tubs 40p Flavoured Water 70p 

Small Water 52p Milk 30p 

Aqua Juice 65p SUSO Juice 70p 

Crisps 60p   
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Shelf Help 

Reading, Empathy and Mental Wellbeing 

Reading is good for you! The benefits of reading are varied and life-
changing: improved social skills, language skills, improved employment 
prospects, family bonding and doing better at school. Research also 
proves reading reduces stress, anxiety and depressive symptoms: it is 
scientifically proven that reading helps with mental wellbeing and 
improves empathy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a difficult time for many people at the moment, and some may be finding things a lot more difficult than usual. 
Reading can help. Your School Library offers a Shelf Help collection: a range of fiction with characters who may be 
going through similar experiences to you, your family or your friends. We have titles exploring ADHD, Anxiety, 
Autism, Grief, Body Image, Bullying, Depression, OCD, Self-Harm, Suicide, Identity, Relationships and Sexuality.  

The Shelf Help collection also offers a range of non-fiction books on how to maintain good mental health and cope 
with stress.  

You can browse the collection here. Pop to the library or contact Mr France, School Librarian, to order titles, 
dfrance@edubuzz.org.  

 

Fresh Start news 

We started our new Fresh Start programme just before lockdown and I’m 
pleased to say is up and running again. For those of you who might not 
know about Fresh Start, it is a programme which supports some of our 
pupils who would benefit from some extra support with their reading. 

The programme was developed by Ruth Miskin. https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ and is a catch-up and 
intervention reading programme for 9 to 13-year-olds with proven results. It teaches pupils to read more 
accurately and fluently, with good comprehension, to spell correctly and compose their ideas for writing step-by-
step. 

Fresh Start uses a proven phonics-based approach and: 

 Accelerates pupils’ progress with finely levelled Modules, supplemented by age-appropriate Anthologies. 

 Engages pupils with high-interest, age-appropriate reading and writing materials that are matched to their 
increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ words. 

 Supports pupils with an emphasis on comprehension, punctuation, vocabulary and grammar activities. 

If you would like to discuss this programme or your child’s reading development, please get in touch.  

Jill Johnstone, Reading Leader 

https://wke.lt/w/s/ybanBO
mailto:dfrance@edubuzz.org
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/
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PL School Lottery 

Tickets for our PL school lottery cost £1, and for every ticket you play 76% goes to our school and prizes, helping us 
raise much needed funds. We also receive match funding for every ticket purchased until December 2020. 

 

Play today and win a stay! 

Purchase your Preston Lodge lottery ticket before the 12 September 2020 and you could win a staycation!  
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: We are currently revisiting our calendar, in light of the full return to school, and a more detailed 

calendar of key events will be with families soon! 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 18 September September Holiday 

Monday 21 September September Holiday 

Wednesday 4 November P6/7 Virtual Open Evening (TBC) 

Thursday 5 November 
Senior Phase Target Setting and Tracking period 1 sent to 

parents 

Wednesday 11 November S1 Target Setting and Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Monday 16 November S1 Parents’ Evening (TBC) 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

