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Dear PLer, 

Well, we made it! We’ve had a great term and, as 
we pause for a week, it is worth reflecting on what 
we have achieved together. 

We got back into school, and our staff and 
students quickly adapted to a bewildering set of 
new procedures.  

We refocused our learning approaches, and have 
already started implementing new forms of 
assessment brought on by SQA changes.  

We successfully controlled and overcame a run of 
positive cases, and made sure our self-isolating 
students could continue their learning. 

Most importantly, we have supported each other 
throughout with determination and good humour. 

 If there is a silver lining, it is that dealing with a 
daunting array of challenges has often brought out 
the very best in our staff, students and families. 

This edition highlights our newest PLers, who have 
adjusted really impressively to not only a new 
school, but also to a school that works in a 
completely different way. I hope you enjoy the 
pictures on pages 3-5, and we look forward to 
meeting S1 parents and carers at our virtual 
parents’ evening on 12 November. 

Thank you to all staff, students and families for 
making this all happen, and I hope everyone has a 
peaceful and positive October break. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

House Halloween Dress Up Day - Friday 30th October! 

Come to school in fancy dress and win a point for your house! No money to be paid, and all 
you need to do is be in some form of fancy dress.  Your register teacher will take note of how 
many people in the class are in fancy dress and scores will be added up to find the winning 
house!  Please don't go out and buy a costume— you can use one you already have, make one 
yourself or even just wear one item— eg fangs/wig/face paint etc.  So let’s see who wins on 
the day. Will it be Gruesome Gosford, Ghastly Grange or Scary Seton? 
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Staffing Update 

Today sees the departure of 
Zoe Monaco, our wonderful 
Principal Teacher of Support 
for Learning, who is heading to 
pastures new at Boroughmuir 
High School.  

Zoe has been a big part of 
Preston Lodge over many 
years, starting out as an RME 
teacher way back in 1998, and 
then moving into Support for 
Learning soon after. At only 25 

years of age Zoe became the Acting Principal Teacher of Support for 
Learning before returning from maternity leave to spend three years 
as a part-time SFL teacher. 

A stint in Rome was followed by time at Craigmount High School, and 
then two years leading Support for Learning at a British International 
School in Phuket, Thailand. Zoe came back to PL in 2011 and has been 
our Principal Teacher of Support for Learning since 2015.  
 

Zoe’s warm-hearted, intelligent 
and solution-focused approach to 
her work has made a massive 
difference to so many young 
people in our community, and 
particularly to those who face 
challenges in their learning. The 
Enhanced Learning Provision is a 
real tribute to her work. 

However, Zoe has also made a real 
difference in the lives of many of 
our staff, who have valued her 
commitment and insight, as well as 
her positive personality and great 

sense of humour. Although we will all really miss Zoe, we understand and support her move, and we all wish her 
the very best in her new post. Thank you for everything you have done for Preston Lodge, Zoe. 

Today was also the last day in school for Sarah Horsburgh, our Pupil 
Support Worker for Nurture and Attendance. Sarah has also made a 
massive difference in the lives of many of our students, especially those 
whose challenges sometimes make attendance at school an issue.  

Sarah has been with us for two years, and now moves on to a similar, but 
permanent, role at Wester Hailes Education Centre. Sarah will also be 
very much missed by many of our students and staff, and we wish her all 
the best in her new post.  Thank you, too, for all you have done for our 
students. 
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Our newest PLers 

We are so pleased that after a disrupted transition process our S1s have settled into the school really well. We 
knew during lockdown that many of soon-to-be S1s were understandably more anxious than usual about the 
transfer to secondary school, but they are all now real PLers, and are thriving both in and out of class. The pictures 
on this and the following pages give a real sense of just how comfortable they are in school, and we love having 
them with us. 

Our only disappointment is that covid restrictions mean that we cannot currently have parents or carers in school. 
We all wish that could happen, but at least our forthcoming virtual parents’ evening on 12 November will give 
parents and carers a chance to meet their child’s teachers. Watch this space for more detail! 
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Black History Month  

As part of Black History Month the students in the Enhanced Learning Provision have been focusing on the 
Respect, one of our 6Rs.  

Exploring how we respect ourselves, our classmates, teachers and the local community, the students have 
investigate the life of Walter Tull. Tull, who spent a large part of his early life in a Children's Home in London went 
on to be a football star for Clapton FC, Northampton Town, Spurs and Glasgow Rangers.  

Walter experienced an extensive amount of racist abuse during his playing career. Despite significant challenges, 
Walter became the first-ever black soldier to serve in a regular British Army regiment and became the Army's first-
ever black officer to lead white troops.  

The students have been learning about the Glasgow post-box recently painted black to honour Walter, Rangers' 
first black player. 

Zoe Monaco, PT Support for Learning 

(Thank you for all the ‘postings’ over the years, Zoe. We 
have really enjoyed them!) 

 

Student representation of the black  

post-box dedicated to Walter Tull 

  

The students are currently studying  
Respect by Michaela Morgan 
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PL Pupils Pops Participation! 

A group of S4s from Preston Lodge High School recently began their Pops programme, in partnership with Ange 
Davie from the Pennypit Trust. The group are on the first phase working with motorbikes, learning about  
mechanics and safety implications whilst building their own confidence. It’s been great fun, and the guys have 
embraced the challenge. Ange says “it’s a lovely small group. Their enthusiasm makes the sessions so much fun”.  

With continued commitment, motivation and enthusiasm the participants hope to achieve SQA Health and 
Wellbeing awards, along with certificates related to the individual activities. After motorbiking the next challenge is 
skiing at Hillend, and possibly even further afield if restrictions allow.  

A great start for the group. 

Chris Thomas 
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Calling all wizards!    

Can you help us reach our target of 250 tickets sold by the end of October?    

Buy a lottery ticket  here for your chance to WIN a family ticket for 4 for the Harry Potter Studio Tour.  

(The winning family will receive a voucher for the tour that can be used at any time within 12 months.)  

Congratulations to Mrs M from Prestonpans! Our local Preston Lodge High School prize winner, on Saturday 10 
October 2020. 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 16 October Last day of term 

Tuesday 27 October Students return to school 

Thursday 5 November Senior Phase Tracking Report 1 sent to parents 

Wednesday 11 November S1 Tracking Report 1 sent to parents 

Thursday 12 November S1 Parents’ Evening.  Details to be confirmed 

Wednesday 18 November P6/7 Virtual Open Evening. Details to be confirmed 

Thursday 3 December S3 Report 1 sent to parents 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening. Details to be confirmed 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

