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Dear PLer, 

It was great to finally get all of our students back 
into school after our second period of self-isolation 
ended this week, and we are pleased that there 
have been no further positive cases in school. 

Our students have been doing so well, and next 
week we renew our focus on wearing face 
coverings. We even have our own PL face 
coverings now, that can be purchased online from 
our uniform shop! Just follow the link on page 2. 

In particular, we want to reduce the number of 
disposable face coverings worn in school, to 
reduce waste and better help the environment. 

The school felt really settled and connected this 
week. Despite the ongoing challenges all families 
face our students are calm, good humoured and 
motivated. I have lost count of the number of staff 
who this week have volunteered how positive it 
feels being in school. Everyone is finding things 
hard just now, but being in school is a real tonic to 

 the gloomy national news that seems to be a 
permanent feature of our new lives. 

A highlight of my own week was being able to 
‘pap’ - I had to look that up! - Mr Jessop’s N5 
History class yesterday (page 3). In truth, there 
have been lovely moments like that all over the 
school this week. Our staff and students are 
creating great learning together all day every day. 

Our Breakfast Café is on the move! From Monday 
all students can pick up a free breakfast from the 
Assembly Hall—more details are on page 5. 

Now that we have been able to turn our thoughts 
to less urgent matters our school calendar beyond 
the October break has been finalised, and you can 
find upcoming key dates on the final page. The full 
calendar will be shared with all families soon. 

I hope you have a positive and restful weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Face Coverings 

We’ve been so pleased with the intelligent and 
responsible way in which our students have 
responded to the wearing of face coverings in 
school, and as these snaps show, our students have 
adapted to this new challenge in style. 

Next week we will be focusing on improving things 
further. In particular, we will be encouraging all 
students, wherever possible, to remember to bring 
their own face coverings to school. Most students 
do this, but we are handing out around 200 
disposable face coverings a day. This comes to a 
cost of around £350 per week! 

We will also be encouraging as many students as 
possible to wear reusable face coverings, rather 
than disposable ones.  There is much greater 
awareness now around the environmental impact 
of so many disposable coverings being discarded, 
and we are keen to do our bit. 

 

 

And on that theme ... 

 

PL Face Coverings 

These can now be bought from our school shop online here at a cost of £2.00 each. 

Any purchases made online will be distributed to the pupils during registration. 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210622/schoolpay
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Happy Historians! 

This wonderful N5 History class had a 100% hand in rate for their most recent homework task. Mr Clark was on 

hand to ‘pap’ the class just as I was praising them for the high quality of the revision resources they produced. 

Learning, achievement and happiness in action! 

Alec Jessop, Humanities 
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Maths Joke 

My son asked me how hard it is to calculate the area of a circle. 

I told him it was as easy as pi! 

 

2AC1 have been finding out about circles using bubbles to help them. 

As you can see they had great fun and have now discovered how to calculate the area and circumference of a 
circle. 

Fiona De Havilland, Numeracy 
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Breakfast Café 

Our Breakfast Café is moving! 

With the cold weather nearly upon us, students who use the Breakfast Café 
can enter the school building from the front entrance at 8.10am and make 
their way to the Assembly Hall, where they can choose from the following 
breakfast items on offer: a bottle of water or small carton of juice, breakfast 
bar and some fruit.  

Students may remain in the Assembly Hall to eat their breakfast until 
8.20am, before making their way to registration classes.  However, students 
are not permitted to leave the Assembly Hall or venture into any other part 
of the school building before 8.20am.  

Students will be asked to sanitise their hands on arrival, and provide their 
name and registration class before collecting their items.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 
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Deaf International Sign Week 

Here at Preston Lodge we are using the word Deafness to describe 
either a total or partial hearing. 

Students this week in the Enhanced Learning Provision completed some 
activities as part of Deaf International Sign Week that included learning 
some BSL greetings.  Teachers and support staff across the school were 
provided with a list of strategies and a glossary of words and phrases to 
support all students who fall under the category of Deafness. 

Here is a Deaf Awareness glossary  

Deafness Glossary 

Bilateral If someone has a bilateral hearing loss, it means that they have lost some or all hearing in both ears. 
The term bilateral can also be used for someone wears two hearing aids or has cochlear implants fitted in both 
ears. 

Cochlear Implant (CI) A cochlear implant is also a device which helps people who have a hearing loss, access 
sound. To get a CI, a person has to go through an operation so that a surgeon can place tiny electrodes inside the 
cochlear. It is important to remember that when a young person with a CI takes it off, they have absolutely no 
hearing at all. This is different to a young person with a hearing aid, who might have a degree of residual hearing 
even when hearing aids are removed.  

Degree of Loss The degree of loss is used to describe how deaf someone is. The words used to describe a degree 
of loss are:  Mild  Moderate  Severe Profound 

Fingerspelling Fingerspelling is using sign language to spell out a word which has no corresponding sign. The 
most common words to be finger spelled are names of people or places 

Hearing Aid (HA) A hearing aid is a small device that is usually worn either in, or behind the ear. It has 3 parts – a 
microphone, an amplifier and a speaker. Its job is to amplify sounds to help the person wearing it.  

Lip-reading Lip-reading is looking at the patterns made by the speaker’s mouth to understand what is being said. It 
is a valid support strategy that could help as they listen to someone speak and sign, but there is some myth 
surrounding the accuracy of lip-reading. Children should never be expected to rely on lip-reading alone. 

Radio Aid Transmitter Receiver  A radio aid is an Assistive Listening Device (ALD). These devices reduce the 
negative effects of distance, noise, and reverberation, to make it easier for a deaf child to hear what the speaker is 
saying. Radio aids come in many different shapes and sizes, but they all have two main parts; the transmitter and 
the receiver. The class teacher will wear a transmitter, for example, a lapel microphone. The child wears the 
receiver, which is connected to their hearing aid or cochlear implant. The speaker’s voice will be picked up by the 
microphone and ‘sent’ to the receiver. This lets the child hear the voice much louder than any background noise.  

Residual Hearing Residual hearing is the term used to describe the level of hearing that someone with a hearing 
loss has. For example, someone with a mild loss is not completely deaf; residual hearing is the access to sound that 
they have without the use of hearing aids.  

Sign Language In the UK, we use British Sign Language (BSL). Sign language is a visual method of communication, 
which uses hand gestures. BSL is a language in its own right, with its own syntax and grammatical structure; it is 
not simply a signed version of the English language. Not every word in the English language has a sign that goes 
with it. There is no written form of BSL.  

Unilateral If someone has a unilateral hearing loss, it means that they have lost some or all hearing in one ear. 
The term unilateral can also be used for someone wears one hearing aid or has a cochlear implant fitted in one ear. 

Zoe Monaco, PT Support for Learning 
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House Competition  

After the first month of the House Cup, Grange 
have established a narrow lead with 3298 points, 
Seton are second on 3225 and Gosford are in third 
on 3123. Gosford are closing the gap, gaining 297 
points more than Grange over the last week.  

There are some hugely impressive individual 
epraise points totals, with the current top pupils 
approaching 50 points already. 1Gr1 are the 
leading register class so far with 661 points, 
closely followed by 1Go1 in second place. All in all 
a very positive start to the House Cup, and a clear 
reflection of the positive attitudes shown by pupils 
in class. 

 

Library News 

 

Overdue Library Books 

 

Thanks to those who have returned their overdue books, although there are still many to be returned. 

Please return your library books! 303 students borrowed 438 books from the library before lockdown. These books 
are now overdue. 

Lost and non-returned books will need to be paid for by students. The 438 overdue books amount to the value of 
£3241 – a significant cost. Non-returned books not only have financial consequences for the library, but depleted 
stock has a negative impact on students’ wellbeing and academic achievement.  

 

Dungeons & Dragons Club 

Heroes wanted! Are you willing to join our hardy troupe? Will you survive? Who will be left standing? Will we meet 
an actual dragon? What IS Dungeons & Dragons? 

Don't worry if you've never played Dungeons & Dragons before - everyone is welcome. It's easy to play, and great 
fun! The first meeting will be a short introduction to D&D and we can begin to create characters for our first 
campaign: Dragon of Icespire Peak. 

Mr France, School Librarian 
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Calling all wizards!    

Buy a lottery ticket  here for your chance to WIN a family ticket for 4 for the Harry Potter Studio Tour.  

(The winning family will receive a voucher for the tour that can be used at any time within 12 months.)  

Congratulations to Mrs W from Tranent! Our local Preston Lodge High School prize winner, on Saturday 26 
September 2020. 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 16 October Last day of term 

Tuesday 27 October Students return to school 

Thursday 5 November 
Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking  Window 1 sent to 

parents 

Wednesday 11 November S1 Target Setting/Tracking Window 1 sent to parents 

Thursday 12 November S1 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 18 November P6/7 Virtual Evening 

Thursday 3 December S3 Target Setting/Tracking Window 1 sent to parents 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

