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Dear PLer, 

This week we remembered those who have made 
so many sacrifices in the service of their country. 

You can see the online Assembly put together by 
our Senior Team on page 4. Thank you to them, 
and thanks, too, to our Art team, whose 
Remembrance Stones have filled our foyer. In 
these very different times, we still remember. 

Well done to our S6 Charity Committee, who 
managed to raise funds for Children in Need this 
week, despite many obstacles. To better support 
family finances in challenging times we have 
significantly reduced dress down days, and with no 
large Assembly Hall event possible—usually the 
committee’s main source of funding— they had 
their work cut out to make this happen. Well done 
to all. 

 Next week is National Book week, and we have 
some great events planned. Full details appear on 
pages 9-12. 

And our staff Raising Agents would love your 
support with their Christmas Appeals. You can find 
out more on page 8.  

Christmas is most definitely coming to Preston 
Lodge, and watch this space for more details of 
how we will make sure a different PL Christmas 
lifts our spirits. 

And, finally, I’ve already been asked whether or 
not students will be able to watch Scotland v 
Czech Republic in school in 14 June! 

Have a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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PL Remembrance Stones 

During lockdown many of our pupils painted stones with uplifting images and messages of solidarity and placed 
them in rows in our local community. With the absence of so many Remembrance Day events this year we decided 
to keep the stone painting theme going. This stone display is a collaboration of work from many of our S1 - S3 
pupils.  Staff and families contributed too. 

Lest we forget. 

The Art Department 
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Remembrance Assembly at PL 

Remembrance is an important time at PL, with our special assemblies, S6 
Ceremony and  participation in the Prestonpans Remembrance Day service a key 
part of the school year. This year, of course, none of that was possible as a result 
of covid restrictions. 

However, our Senior Team put together an impressive online Assembly, which all 
students watched on Remembrance Day itself. Many thanks to Calum Cairns who 
pulled it all into a film, and Stuart Wilson, who contributed a beautiful song, that 
made the finished presentation really special. 

Although we were unable to come together in remembrance, we still remembered the sacrifices made by so many 
in so many conflicts. You can watch the Remembrance Assembly here 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/11/11/remembrance-day-2020/
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‘STOP THE COUNT!’ Seton House Captain Allege House Points Fraud! 

Seton House Captains have caused controversy, claiming victory in the House Cup and calling on the counting of 
epraise points to stop. A series of wild accusations were made this week alleging fraud in the awarding of house 
points. The accusations came after a Monday surge in points for Grange saw Seton lose control of their lead in the 
House Cup.  

Taking to twitter, the Captains made unfounded allegations of widespread points fraud and also accused rival 
House Captains of corruption: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blair Scott was quoted as saying ‘Grunge House have been fraudulent for years. They have former pupils still 
racking up points on epraise. But the FAKE NEWS PLus won’t report on it.’ Seton House Captains also allege the 
fraud has spread into other House events: 

 

At time of going to press no evidence had been provided by 
Seton House Captains or their legal team to support their 
claims. However, they plan to hold a press conference at a 
local garden centre to give an update on their case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grange currently lead the House Cup on 6031 points 

Seton are second on 6027 points 

Gosford are third on 5766 points 
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Fresh Start 

Just a short update to let you know how well our students are doing on 
the Fresh start programme. As part of our ongoing literacy intervention 
programme, Jill Johnstone, Reading Leader shares how some of our 
students are progressing. 

Since our return to school after the summer break our students have made 
great progress. A total of 13 students have already graduated from the 
programme, and all of our other students have moved forward to the next 
level. 

The programme has eight levels, with varying degrees of challenge. Students will not all start from the Introduction 
level and their engagement with the programme determines how quickly they move through it. Where each 
student starts decides how quickly they move through the programme. 

I must say I am very impressed with all the students on the programme, and from their feedback they seem to be 
enjoying it too! 

Staff and students have made it clear that the students who have graduated are using the strategies in class. The 
more they use the strategies, the more those strategies will become second nature to them.  

If you would like to discuss this programme or your child’s reading development, please get in touch.  

Jill Johnstone, Reading Leader 
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Science Club 

We’ve had a great start to the S1 Science Club, supported really well by S6 pupils Joanne Welch, Adam Sinclair and 
Olly Skinner. 

All S1 pupils are welcome to join us in Lab 10 at lunch time every Monday. This week was Harry Potter lotions and 
potions day! 

Susan Malamos and Laurienne Omond-Berkely 
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The Raising Agents 

This year the Raising Agents would once again like to organise a few things in the run-up to Christmas, and we 
hope we can count on your support, as always.  Families can send any donations into school with their child if they 
are able to help!  

1 Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are running a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving. In the last 2 years we were overwhelmed with the support we 
received for this. 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  The scheme 
delivers all over East Lothian and has the support of some of our ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well 
as Owen Smith and many others).  Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 ·       Shortbread 

·       Mince pies 

·       Turkey gravy granules 

·       Crackers (for the table) 

·       Small boxes of chocolate 

·       Boxes of biscuits 

·       Hot chocolate 

·       Spray cream 

·       Christmas cake 

·       Ham stock cubes 

·       Tinfoil 

·       Oatcakes 

  

2 Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, 
sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to 
the local branch of Women's Aid.  They were very 
grateful for our donations last year.  The 
Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee 
their homes without basic provisions.  Students 
should hand in all family donations to the school 
office. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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Library News 

Next week is Book Week Scotland and we’re celebrating with stories, library lunches, author talks, and a ‘design a 
book-themed facemask’ competition. We also welcome Annemarie Allan, who will be joining us to chat about her 
books, answer questions, and reading from her new unpublished ‘Witchy’ book which is set in Prestonpans. 
Students will also be able to order a signed and personalised copy of her book Breaker, for only £6.00. 

All of Annemarie’s books are available to borrow from the library! 

Hox - Faced with a cold Saturday afternoon stuck at the Institute for Animal Research, Robbie is angry 
and frustrated at yet another weekend ruined by his father’s job. Then a disturbing encounter in the 
animal house thrusts him into a perilous journey through the stunning but inhospitable landscape of 
a Highland winter; alone but for two enigmatic travelling companions. Robbie’s world implodes as he 
tries to make sense of a hostile environment, his old life slowly unravels, and a shocking realization 
emerges 

 

Breaker - Tom and Beth are not happy when they move to North Berwick and find themselves facing 
a rainy, windswept beach, a house that’s falling to pieces and a school full of strangers. When they 
meet Professor Macblain, with his weird and wonderful inventions, little do they know that he has a 
secret: not only is he a thief, but he has stolen the one thing that can save the Firth of Forth from 
environmental catastrophe. 

 

 

Ushig - While exploring a small loch above the village of Aldhammer with her brother Davie, Ellen 
repeats a childish rhyme to call something to her. What arrives is an ancient being with the ability to 
shapeshift and the power to destroy. Dragged into a dark, parallel world, inhabited by the creatures 
of Scottish legend, Ellen must pitch her wits against primeval magic. Can she outsmart the predatory 
Queen of the Night? And what does Ushig stand to gain? 

 

 

Charlie’s Promise - On the outskirts of Edinburgh, just before the outbreak of WW2, Charlie finds a 
starving German boy hiding in the woods near his home. Josef can’t speak English and is desperately 
afraid, especially of anyone in uniform. Charlie’s promise to help Josef find his Jewish relatives in the 
city is the start of a journey that will force them to face their fears, testing their new-found friendship 
to the limit. 

 

 

Book Week Scotland’s theme is FUTURE, and now, more than ever, the future seems uncertain and, at times, 
overwhelming. As we adapt to our changing day-to-day life, the stories we share with one another become all the 
more important, keeping us going through tough times. Pick up a postcard from the library or submit your stories 
using this online form  

 

Derek France, Librarian 

 

https://forms.gle/KnRuhjGd8KoUwHLz7
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Women and Girls in Sport—Case Study 2 

To mark Women and Girls Sports Week we have put together six profiles of women in sport at PL. Over six weeks 
we will be featuring one in each edition of PLus  ... 
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Fundraising for PL 
 
Did you know you can help 
raise funds for Preston 
Lodge High School each 
time you shop online with 
Amazon, at no extra cost to 
you? How does it work? 
Amazon donate 0.5% of the price of all eligible products to Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation. 
 

It is very easy to forget to login to Amazon Smile rather than the main Amazon page when you are shopping online, 
so there is a handy tool called Smilematic, https://couponfollow.com/smilematic  using this tool automatically re-
directs you to Amazon Smile each time you shop. Thank you to Marilyn Sanders for this handy tip!   
 
If you would prefer not to download the tool you can use the following link to support the School each time you 
shop; https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC044942. 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development  

 

Socks! 

These high performance knee-height sports socks feature Comfort Fit technology, 
keeping your feet cool and comfortable.  

Perfect for rugby, football, hockey and more they can be worn with or without shin 
guards. Stretch Nylon ensures support and that the socks stay up—and all for only £5! 

Please see Mr Bennion in the Active Schools office if you would like to buy a pair. 

Graeme Bennion 

 

 

 

Free School Meals when isolating 

The facilities team at ELC will deliver free school meals to 
the homes of students who are isolating, to make sure 
they are still received. Please call or email our school 
office if this applies to you. Parents/carers with a child 
who is isolating should not visit the school building. 

 

 

 

https://couponfollow.com/smilematic
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/f.html?C=3QK0T64ZJNBO9&K=108D6CJ1AKYX7&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020052610012106eb0fbc2ad24bffa3a6349b3d10p0eu&R=14HOVZ49PPHT3&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC044942%3Fref_%3Dpe_4117511_462459191&H=GV6BPSWTLVDGWH2NXZ0EYK1VT0
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FREE webinar for 

parents/carers on 

Maths anxiety 
 

How to build mathematical resilience and reduce 
maths anxiety in children aged 10-13 

Actionable strategies for you to use at home in a Covid-19 world. 
Have you noticed a drop in your child's confidence since Covid-19 led to school closures? Do 
you find that helping your child with their maths homework often results in tears? Has your 
child ever said that they’re “not a maths person” or “won’t ever understand”? 
 
With school closures interrupting learning earlier this year, 'maths anxiety' is all the more likely 
in this crazy world we're all getting used to. 
 
In this session, you'll learn: 
 

 What 'maths anxiety' means 
 Practical strategies to help your child deal with maths anxiety 
 Actionable tips to help your child build up their mathematical resilience 
 
 
 

Date: Tuesday November 24th 2020 at 8pm 

Being run by: Craig Barton and Rachel Kidson of Eedi 

For more details: click here, or Google “Eedi free webinar” and click 

the link at the top 

https://my.demio.com/ref/TVNwAWogaKUw7jRt
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School Lottery 

Buy a lottery ticket  here for your chance to WIN a Nintendo Switch mega bundle!  

Congratulations to Mr H from Prestonpans.  Our local Preston Lodge High School prize winner, on Saturday 7 
November 2020.  
Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 2 December P7 Virtual Open Evening—rescheduled date 

Thursday 3 December S3 Progress and Achievement Report 1 sent to parents 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening. Details to be confirmed 

Tuesday 15 December S2 Parents’ Evening.  Details to be confirmed 

Thursday 17 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking Report 2 sent to parents 

Wednesday 23 December All Break 

Thursday 7 January All Resume 

Monday 11 January School Photos (S1, S3 and S6) 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

