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Dear PLer, 

It’s been a busy week of learning in school, as  
senior students focus their minds on assessments 
to come and, for many, January prelims.  

This year those senior students face new 
pressures. How can they maximise their prospects 
of success whilst things are so different in and out 
of school? What can they do to make sure they 
concentrate on their studies, whilst across the 
country conversations are turning to Christmas, 
and all that celebration brings? 

This week our S5 students embarked on a new 
Pathways to Success programme. Whether they 
are coming up to internal assessments at National 
4 and 5, or prelim examinations at Higher and 
Advanced Higher, S5s face perhaps the biggest 
collective workload and this new course will 
support them to be their best. 

 We have been really impressed with their attitude 
so far, and we are now thinking about how best 
we can provide further support for S4 and S6 
students. 

It is really important for all students that we move 
towards Christmas in a positive frame of mind, 
and we are delighted that plans are starting to 
take shape for our first ever virtual talent show. 
When you cannot sing in schools there are, for 
sure, one or two challenges that we will have to 
overcome, but we will get there. 

And watch out for news to come of further 
Christmas events. Christmas at PL is always 
special, and this year will be no different. 

I hope everyone has a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Success in Story Writing! 
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Horror Writing Short Story Competition 

Congratulations to the following S2 pupils who won a short story writing competition this week in English: 

1st Place:  'Cartoon Cat' by Natalie Cairns 

2nd Place: '5.13 am' by Calvin Young 

3rd Place: 'My Stepfather' by Leo Wakeling 

4th Place:  'Countdown' by Jamie Todd 

 

Honourable mentions go to: 

'Natural Disasters' by Renee Murray 

'The Thing' by Connor Cruikshank 

'The Pills' by Innes Brogan 

Well done to all involved, and thanks to Sophie Campbell and Rachel Taylor in S6 for judging. The stories were 
certainly GRUESOMELY GOOD! 

Deborah Maconkey 

Consultation on Free Bus Travel for under 19’s 

The Scottish Government plan to launch a new national travel concession scheme to provide 
free bus travel for young people under the age of 19. They anticipate that the scheme would 
come into effect in late 2021. 

Until 7 December Transport Scotland are running a consultation on this scheme, to gather 
information on the most appropriate ways to provide free travel to best suit young people. 
They hope the consultation will reach as many people as possible, especially those who will 
be impacted by the proposals, including children and young people, their parents and carers 
and people who work with children in a paid or voluntary capacity. 

The consultation can be found here and further information on the proposed scheme can be found here  

Caroline Davis, Dialogue Youth Co-ordinator 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/consultation/consultation-on-free-bus-travel-for-people-resident-in-scotland-aged-under-19/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/consulting-on-free-bus-travel-for-young-people-under-19/
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Christmas Baguettes 

Our S2 School of HE made a fantastic job of designing and creating Christmas baguettes as part of their food 
product development course. Well done to them all! 

Wendy Waldie 
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Bronze award  - Duke of Edinburgh 

After the fantastic achievements of our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh cohort last session we are delighted to launch 
our Bronze award for this year. This year might look a bit different, but be assured that students will still 
experience and complete the full Bronze Award. Students in S3 who would like to take part this year in 
#DofEWithADifference should come along to Mr Kidd's room on Thursday 26 November at 1.10pm to find out 
more and sign up.   

Thanks so much, 

Katie Montgomery 
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Change to Christmas holiday dates  

Please find, below revised dates for this school session. The only change is that the last day in school before the 
Christmas holiday will now be 22 December (one day earlier than previously planned) and we will now return to 
school on 6 January (also one day earlier). 



 

 

Page 6 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                   20 November 2020 

Would you like to learn how to play Chess? 
 

 

 

The Preston Lodge Learning Foundation is delighted to be able to offer, for this term, free online Chess tuition to 
students at Preston Lodge. 

Andrew Green, Chess Master from Edinburgh Chess Academy will be providing the online Chess tuition every 
Wednesday, afterschool in the library at PL, from 3.35pm – 4.45pm.  

If students would like to sign up please could parents/carers complete the following permission form https://
forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA 

Playing Chess has many benefits, such as improved concentration and memory. It can help with problem solving, 
increase creativity and confidence, and help you use both sides of your brain!  And, if you do become a good player 
it can also offer a very lucrative career. 

There is also a Chess class running every Sunday morning from 10.30am – 11.30am, available to students at 
Preston Lodge High School and our Cluster Primaries.  There is a limit of 24 spaces and it will be open to children 
that already know how to play to start off with.  If interested, Parents and Carers can register students by 
completing this form https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA 

This is a fantastic opportunity to learn new skills or if you can already play take part in a tournament online with 
friends. We will of course resume face to face Chess tuition and use of Chess boards when we can.   

If you have any questions please contact Andrew Green directly at edinburghchessacademy@gmail.com  

Julie Lowe 

 
Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 
 

 

https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA
https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA
https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA
mailto:edinburghchessacademy@gmail.com
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The Raising Agents 

This year the Raising Agents would once again like to organise a few things in the run-up to Christmas, and we 
hope we can count on your support, as always.  Families can send any donations into school with their child if they 
are able to help!  

1 Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are running a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving. In the last 2 years we were overwhelmed with the support we 
received for this. 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  The scheme 
delivers all over East Lothian and has the support of some of our ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well 
as Owen Smith and many others).  Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 ·       Shortbread 

·       Mince pies 

·       Turkey gravy granules 

·       Crackers (for the table) 

·       Small boxes of chocolate 

·       Boxes of biscuits 

·       Hot chocolate 

·       Spray cream 

·       Christmas cake 

·       Ham stock cubes 

·       Tinfoil 

·       Oatcakes 

  

2 Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, 
sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to 
the local branch of Women's Aid.  They were very 
grateful for our donations last year.  The 
Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee 
their homes without basic provisions.  Students 
should hand in all family donations to the school 
office. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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Women and Girls in Sport—Case Study 2 

To mark Women and Girls Sports Week we have put together six profiles of women in sport at PL. Over six weeks 
we will be featuring one in each edition of PLus  ... 
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FREE webinar for 

parents/carers on 

Maths anxiety 
 

How to build mathematical resilience and reduce 
maths anxiety in children aged 10-13 

Actionable strategies for you to use at home in a Covid-19 world. 
Have you noticed a drop in your child's confidence since Covid-19 led to school closures? Do 
you find that helping your child with their maths homework often results in tears? Has your 
child ever said that they’re “not a maths person” or “won’t ever understand”? 
 
With school closures interrupting learning earlier this year, 'maths anxiety' is all the more likely 
in this crazy world we're all getting used to. 
 
In this session, you'll learn: 
 

 What 'maths anxiety' means 
 Practical strategies to help your child deal with maths anxiety 
 Actionable tips to help your child build up their mathematical resilience 
 
 
 

Date: Tuesday November 24th 2020 at 8pm 

Being run by: Craig Barton and Rachel Kidson of Eedi 

For more details: click here, or Google “Eedi free webinar” and click 

the link at the top 

https://my.demio.com/ref/TVNwAWogaKUw7jRt
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School Lottery 

We receive match funding for every ticket sold.  Can you help us reach our 250 ticket goal by the end of 
November?  

Buy a lottery ticket  here for your chance to WIN a Nintendo Switch mega bundle!  

Thank you! 

Congratulations to Miss H from Prestonpans! Our local Preston Lodge High School prize winner, on Saturday 14 
November 2020.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 2 December P7 Virtual Open Evening—rescheduled date 

Thursday 3 December S3 Progress and Achievement Report 1 sent to parents 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening. Details to be confirmed 

Tuesday 15 December S2 Parents’ Evening.  Details to be confirmed 

Thursday 17 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking Report 2 sent to parents 

Tuesday 22 December All Break—please note new date 

Wednesday 6 January All Resume—please note new date 

Monday 11 January School Photos (S1, S3 and S6) 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

