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Dear PLer, 

We are delighted to announce that this year’s 
Talent Show is on! Launching this week, we are 
now looking forward to a virtual end of term 
spectacular, with nominations already coming in. 
You can find out more on page 2, and there is even 
a promotional video you can watch … 

We are also really pleased that our Maths Lending 
Library launched this week, providing essential 
study resources for students as they move towards 
important assessments. Find out more on page 3, 
and all students need to do is speak to their Maths 
teacher. 

However, our Christmas Fair is, inevitably, not able 
to take place this year. This important school 
fundraiser is a big miss for many, but Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation has secured match 
funding for any School Lottery tickets purchased 

 between now and  Christmas, so do take a look at 
page 6 for more details. Thank you so much to the 
many families who have taken up this offer in 
recent weeks. Every penny we receive back from 
the company who runs the lottery will be spent on   
improving learning in the school. 

This community is so strong, and we now have 
three Christmas collection schemes operating, with 
the Area Partnership and in-house Raising Agents 
schemes now joined by a Liddle Bit O'Love at the 
Lighthouse (page 4). This scheme has been set up 
by S6 students in memory of the wonderful Emma 
Liddle, and we hope members of our community 
will support this worthwhile venture.  

And even with a grab ‘n’ go service still in place 
Christmas Lunch is definitely on, with Christmas 
Baguettes back, too. More details inside! 

Departing US President Donald Trump makes the big announcement of the year!  

   Christmas Hamper! 

We are selling tickets for a lovely Christmas hamper to raise 
funds for the permanent memorial for Emma Liddle.  Tickets 

are £1.  If you would like to buy a ticket please send your child 
with money to the school office or to Mrs Robertson. 
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The Talent Show is back! 

We always run a talent show on the last 
day of term before Christmas.  Its a lively, 
fun event that finishes the year off on a 
high. Clearly this year we cannot hold the 
talent show in its usual format but some of 
our S6 students have decided to help our 
music team to run a virtual talent 
show.  They have produced a great video, 
with even Mr Clark making a cameo 
appearance, to encourage students who 
might be interested in taking part to sign 
up, and you can see it here. 

Students who are interested simply need 
to see any member of music staff before 
the end of next week, but ideally as soon as 
possible.  The team will then film their act or ask them to film themselves at home if they want to sing (singing is 
not currently allowed in school) and the videos will be shown to classes at some point at the end of term and 
students will be asked to vote for the winning act.   

We are looking for a wide variety of acts, not just musical items, so step up and show us all what you can do! 

 

Support for Christmas 

With Christmas and New Year approaching we are aware it will be a difficult time for families 
financially.  The PSG Area Partnership is coordinating support for families which includes; 

 Winter Essentials, Jackets, Hat, Gloves and Scarf 

 Christmas Presents 

 Christmas Jingle Food Bags delivered in week before Christmas 

 New Year Food Bag delivered on New Year's eve 

If you would benefit from this support please email Emma Little at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk as soon 
as possible. You will have to give consent for your details to be shared with the PSG Area Partnership, and let us 
know which of the areas of support you would like to request as soon as possible.  The details we require to pass 
on are; Address, contact number, children ages in the house, no of adults in the house. Any questions please do 
get in touch. 

Emma Little, Attainment Manager 

 

Climate Change Survey 

East Lothian Council are keen to hear the views of our young people on 
tackling climate change and East Lothian Council’s Climate Change 
Strategy. The survey is now live here and is open until 10th December. 

The survey is in two parts. The first section (with the check-box list) is 
aimed at all students but the second part is aimed more at students 
and particularly secondary students. There is also a space at the end of 
the survey for any other comments or views. 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/11/26/talent-show-2020/
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://links.edubuzz.org/climatechangesurvey
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Maths Lending Library 
We are delighted to announce the launch of the Maths Lending Library.  
This has been kick started with generous funding from the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation. 

During lockdown some students experienced difficulties accessing our 
online textbooks, so we are moving towards replacing online books with old-fashioned physical textbooks.  All 
Higher and Advanced Higher students now have their own copy of their Maths textbook, on loan for the year, and 
we are turning our attention to Nat 5 students.  We have a very large number of students at Nat 5 and so we have 
prioritised pupils on Free School Meals and those from SIMD 1 to 5.  All priority Nat 5 students received an email 
from Mrs Little last week, asking if they’d like to borrow a textbook.   

The Maths library is now open to any Nat 5 student who would like to borrow a Nat 5 textbook, subject to 
availability.  Books will be issued on a first-come first-served basis.  Please speak to your Maths teacher, or come 
along to the Maths base. 

 

If any students have Maths books at home that they’re no longer using, please donate them to the Maths 

Department so that we can expand our library further.  All books, including study guides and past papers, would be 

very welcome. 

Many thanks to the Preston Lodge Learning 

Foundation for supporting this project 

financially.  And thank you to Derek France, 

our librarian, for processing all the loans 

through the library. 

It’s much easier to finish 

off exercises from class 

at home now. 

These textbooks make 

revision and homework 

so much simpler. 

It’s easy to catch up on 

what we’ve done if I’m 

off as there are lots of 

examples and questions 

to try. 
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Liddle Bit O'Love at the Lighthouse 

Emma Liddle was a Modern Studies and History teacher who worked at Preston Lodge for 
five years, first coming to Preston Lodge as a student teacher in 2014. As a teacher, she 
made sure she had time for every student, and always went above and beyond to support 
students. She cared about students’ physical and emotional well being, along with their 
learning needs, and started Preston Lodge’s LGBT and Friends group as a safe space for 
students. Her personal values, enthusiasm and commitment led her to be awarded East 
Lothian’s NQT of the year in 2016. In addition to devoting her career to helping young 
people, she also contributed a lot to her local community in her spare time, including 
organising food bank collections in her son’s primary school. Sadly she passed away on 
17th March 2020, at age 39, from a severe form of sepsis, and is much missed by staff 
and pupils.   

Emma constantly put others before herself, and was always working to improve the lives of people in the 
community. To honour her memory, and commemorate her selflessness and passion for social justice, the school 
has started a food bank collection for The Lighthouse food bank in Prestonpans. 

Boxes will be put in every registration class to ensure that every pupil gets the 
opportunity to donate. Donations will all stay within the local community. The 
collection will be supplied to the food bank before Christmas, so that every 
family in the area will be able to access food and other necessities that will 
enable them to properly celebrate during the festive season. The food bank is 
particularly looking for donations of chocolates such as selection boxes, mince 
pies and luxury biscuits, Kettle Crisps and savoury snacks, and luxury toiletries 
like bubble bath and bath bombs. Donations from anyone associated with the 
school community, who is able, will be greatly appreciated.  

#bealittlemoreLiddle 

The food bank collection has been created by S6 students with the support of Mrs Russell, Mrs Mitchell and Mrs 
Roe. This is how they are contributing to the #bealittlemoreLiddle project. We would like to encourage any 
students who remember Mrs Liddle (current or former) and any staff members to think about what it means to ‘be 
a little more Liddle’: 

What would you change or do more of to take Mrs Liddle’s example on helping the community around you?  

Ideas on how to ‘be a little more Liddle’ will be used to create a display in the Humanities faculty to celebrate and 
honour Emma’s positive impact on our lives. Anyone who would like to participate should send an email in this 
format: To: gduthie@edubuzz.org 

 Subject: Emma Liddle 

 Body: I could be a little more Liddle by....  

 Signed: your name OR Anonymous 

 

Permanent memorial 
Preston Lodge is also organising a permanent memorial to Emma Liddle, in the form of a mosaic 
to be placed on the wall in the garden.  

Emma’s family and friends commissioned a mosaic which is now on the Promenade wall in 
Portobello, at a place where many people had been laying flowers in her memory. It is on the 
beach side of the wall, just in front of Portobello swimming pool. Look out for it, and remember 
the very special teacher, colleague and friend that Emma Liddle was to us at PL. 

Rachel Taylor and Veneliya Kolokova, 6Se2.  
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Science Club News 

The topic on Monday 23.11.20 was 
Elephant toothpaste, and the session was 
led by S6 pupils Adam Sinclair and Callum 
Cairns. 

Pupils had the opportunity to make their 
own blue toothpaste and then Adam 
demonstrated the huge one at the end! It 
was a big success! 

The Science club runs for S1 pupils every 
Monday lunchtime from 1.05pm in Lab 10, 
upstairs in Biology with Miss OB, Mrs 
Malamos and 4 of the S6 Stem team. All 
first years welcome! 

Susan Malamos 
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Can you help us secure extra funding before Christmas? 
We are very fortunate and delighted to share with you that we have received an anonymous offer, from a local donor, to 

match Preston Lodge High School lottery donations! 

 

This match funding is only open until the end of the year, so, if you would like to see your lottery donations go twice as 
far in helping the school, please consider supporting the lottery, you can subscribe here:  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

OR 

Christmas shopping isn’t easy this year, so why not give a Preston Lodge High School Lottery gift voucher?   

This helps support the schools fundraising efforts over the festive period and gives the recipient a chance to win £25,000!  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the lottery we are on track to raise £3,931 for the school, through current lottery supporters and we 
would love to increase this between now and Christmas, and make the most of the match funding available. 

Since the school lottery started in April we have had 31 draws, creating 31 local weekly prize winners,  

who have sharing winnings of £1,298.30. 

 

The funds raised through the lottery help to support and enrich the education of our young people, by providing financial 
support to families through the PL Community Fund, providing extra resources, improving the school environment, 

 and running extra-curricular activities. 

 

Congratulations to Mr H from Prestonpans! Our local PLHS lottery winner, on Saturday 21 November 2020. 

 

Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck! 

 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift
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The Raising Agents 

This year the Raising Agents would once again like to organise a few things in the run-up to Christmas, and we 
hope we can count on your support, as always.  Families can send any donations into school with their child if they 
are able to help!  

1 Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are running a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving. In the last 2 years we were overwhelmed with the support we 
received for this. 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  The scheme 
delivers all over East Lothian and has the support of some of our ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well 
as Owen Smith and many others).  Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 ·       Shortbread 

·       Mince pies 

·       Turkey gravy granules 

·       Crackers (for the table) 

·       Small boxes of chocolate 

·       Boxes of biscuits 

·       Hot chocolate 

·       Spray cream 

·       Christmas cake 

·       Ham stock cubes 

·       Tinfoil 

·       Oatcakes 

  

2 Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, 
sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to 
the local branch of Women's Aid.  They were very 
grateful for our donations last year.  The 
Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee 
their homes without basic provisions.  Students 
should hand in all family donations to the school 
office. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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Women and Girls in Sport—Case Study 3 

To mark Women and Girls Sports Week we have put together six profiles of women in sport at PL. Over six weeks 
we will be featuring one in each edition of PLus  ... 
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 2 December P7 Virtual Open Evening—rescheduled date 

Thursday 3 December S3 Progress and Achievement Report 1 sent to parents 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening. Details to be confirmed 

Tuesday 15 December S2 Parents’ Evening.  Details to be confirmed 

Thursday 17 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking Report 2 sent to parents 

Tuesday 22 December All Break—please note new date 

Wednesday 6 January All Resume—please note new date 

Monday 11 January School Photos (S1, S3 and S6) 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

