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Dear PLer, 

It’s beginning to feel a bit like Christmas at PL! 

We’ve had a great week in school, and whilst in-
class learning continues apace Christmas has been 
popping up all over the place. It’s been a tough old 
year, and it has been a real treat for everyone to 
be learning in a school brightened up with festive 
cheer around every corner. 

As all this goes on our senior students have had big 
news this week, with the announcement of the 
scrapping of Higher and Advanced Higher exams. A 
full update is in this evening’s update email ... 

… which will also contain details of our Christmas 
Celebration, taking place online at 7pm on 
Monday 21 December. We’ll see you there! 

 Thank you so much to everyone for their 
donations to our various Christmas appeals. We 
were truly overwhelmed with the generosity of 
our community, as you can see on pages 3 and 4. 

Our thoughts are with the older members of our 
community this week. Today we would normally 
host 200 senior citizens at our annual Christmas 
party, with great music, singing and cakes a 
plenty. Even though we can’t do that this year the 
shortbread is still on its way to our friends who 
couldn’t join us! 

Have a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Staffing update 

Congratulations to Emma Anderson, our Laboratory Assistant, who has secured a Laboratory Technician’s post at 
James Gillespie’s from January. Our loss is most definitely their gain, and we wish Emma well. 

Last week we were pleased to welcome back Claire Simpson to our Business Education team after a period of 
absence. We have also been pleased to welcome back Norma Mathieson, currently working two days a week in 
Support for Learning.  At Christmas we say a temporary farewell to Emma Little, who starts her maternity leave. 

Finally, this week East Lothian confirmed our additional staffing for recovery work, promised earlier in the year by 
the Scottish Government. Duncan Binnie (RMPS) and Jo Scott (Modern Languages) join Tess Watson (already 
working with us in Support for Learning) and these new members of staff will be with us until the summer break. 
We are delighted that they are here, and we welcome them to PL. 

 

Senior Citizens in the Community 

Unfortunately, due to the current 
restrictions, we are unable to hold 
our annual Senior Citizen’s 
Afternoon Tea Party.  Our Home 
Economics team produced the 
shortbread that we would normally 
hand out on the day and the 
biscuits are being distributed to the 
those who would normally attend. 
Merry Christmas to our community! 

 

 

 

A Musical Christmas! 

It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas in our music 
department ... S1 pupils helping 
spread festive cheer! 

Katie Vines 

 

 

Staff Calendar for Sale 

The calendars are selling well, but 
there are still a few available. They 
cost £4 and all profits go to Emma 
Liddle’s memorial fund.  If you would 
like to buy a copy please ask your 
child to bring the money to the 
school office. 

Julia Robertson 
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

Thank you to everyone who made donations 
towards our Reverse Advent Calendar, where 
we collected food to donate to East Lothian 
Sunday Chicken Dinners Christmas 
campaign.  They were overwhelmed by our 
generous donations and we know your 
kindness will make a huge difference to 
families on Christmas Day. 

Julia Robertson, on behalf of the Raising Agents 
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Women’s Aid 

We were delighted to be able to hand 
over a huge haul of toiletries to 
Women’s Aid to support women and 
families who are not able to be in 
family homes at present.  Again, we 
received more donations than ever 
before – so a huge thank you. 

We appreciate this year has been 
difficult for most people in different 
ways and to be able to give back to our 
community at a very challenging time is 
the best exemplification possible of our 
PL values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma Liddle’s Memorial Fund raffle 

Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket for the hamper to raise money for Emma Liddle’s memorial fund. 

The winner was Gillian Duthie! 

Other prizes went to: 

Joanne Welch 

Mr Else 

Ms Omond-Berkley 

Mrs Allan 

Ms Russell 

Ms Gasgoine 

Helen Ross 

Adam Sinclair 

Louise Mackenzie 

Pam McIntosh 

We raised a fabulous £225!!!!! 
Have a great weekend everyone 

Julia Robertson 
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National 5 Cake Craft - Cake finishing assessment designs. Theme - Christmas. 

Rich fruit cakes covered in marzipan and sugar paste icing then individualized with their own designs. 

Great results! More to come. 

Liz Nicoll 
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S2 School of Science  

This week the S2 School of Science bottled their lab-made wine. They have had great fun, researching recipes, 
understanding the fermentation process, creating labels and bottling and corking their produce. We have learned 
a lot of new skills and the students have worked hard to produce some fine looking wines. Wine has been 
delivered to parents and carers with the disclaimer that they drink it at their own risk! However, we have already 
had feedback that it tastes lovely. Well done S2 School of Science!  

Mrs Cargill 
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Scottish Parliament Election - 6 May 2021 

The link below takes you to resources put together by the Electoral Commission for 14 to 18 year olds re 
voting.  This is particularly relevant for next year’s Scottish Parliament election when 16 and 17 year olds can vote.   

Welcome to your vote | Electoral Commission 

Hazel Boak, East Lothian Council 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/welcome-your-vote
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ELPs Christmas art work: "stained glass" made with tissue paper.   

The Junior ELP pupils each made a colourful Christmas ornament using this technique.  They are displayed on the 
window in the Learning Zone in a very festive looking corner of the school! 

(Pictures attached of Owen McCann in S1 and Justin Wallace in S4) 

Veronica Roberts 

CAN YOU HELP? Are you aged between 5-16? 

We are looking for budding artists to design a logo for our new Project 
– Pots and Pans in Prestonpans.  

This is a collaboration between Prestonpans Health Centre, 
Prestonpans Community Centre, Pennypit Development Trust and 
Prestonpans Community Council.    

What we need is a catching design to be placed on our new Facebook 
page.  Your design needs to be bright and catchy, and could be your 
favourite flowers, vegetables or fruit, or a garden design.  A prize will 
be awarded to the winning design.   

Email any entries to: prestonpanscommunitycouncil@gmail.com. All entries to be in by Monday 4 January 2021. 

Leanne Ward  

Secretary, Prestonpans Community Council.  

 

Scottish Parliament Election - 6 May 2021 

The link below takes you to resources put together by the Electoral 
Commission for 14 to 18 year olds re voting.  This is particularly relevant for 
next year’s Scottish Parliament election when 16 and 17 year olds can vote.   

Welcome to your vote | Electoral Commission 

Hazel Boak, East Lothian Council 

mailto:prestonpanscommunitycouncil@gmail.com
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/welcome-your-vote
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Christmas (Book) Telly! 

Derek France, our school librarian, has passed on an amazing document, which lists every single Freeview 
Christmas film that has been adapted from a book. The following pages show you 25 of the best, with Christmas 
Day’s films listed at the end. You can find details of every film in the full document on our website here. Why not 
read a book and then watch the film? 

  

https://issuu.com/prestonlodge.net/docs/christmas-tv-2020-4-compressed
file:///S:/Admin/newsletter/PLus 20-21/20.12.11/Christmas-TV-2020-4-compressed.pdf
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Active Schools Coaches 

Active Schools are on the look out for more coaches and volunteers as we start to return more sports to Preston 
Lodge High School. Without coaches and volunteers these sessions cannot run and the pupils of Preston Lodge 
cannot access sport and physical activity at school. If you are interested in any opportunities, or if you are able to 
offer to run a club, please do get in touch with Active Schools Coordinator Graeme Bennion. 
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#Checkmate 

Our virtual Chess tuition is underway! 

(Funded by Preston Lodge Learning Foundation)  

Andrew Green, Chess Master from Edinburgh Chess Academy is running virtual classes, at Preston Tower Primary 
and here at PL every Wednesday afterschool.  There is also the option to join in a virtual Sunday morning class.  

Students who haven’t signed up yet and would like to, can register here: https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playing Chess has many benefits, such as improved concentration and memory. It can help with problem solving, 
increase creativity and confidence, and help you use both sides of your brain!  And, if you do become a good player 
it can also offer a very lucrative career. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to learn new skills, or if you can already play Chess take part in a tournament online 
with friends.  

We will of course resume face to face Chess tuition and use of 
Chess boards when we can.   

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development  

https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA
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Can you help us secure extra funding before Christmas? 
We are very fortunate and delighted to share with you that we have received an anonymous offer, from a local donor, to 

match Preston Lodge High School lottery donations! 

 

This match funding is only open until the end of the year, so, if you would like to see your lottery donations go twice as 
far in helping the school, please consider supporting the lottery, you can subscribe here:  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

OR 

Christmas shopping isn’t easy this year, so why not give a Preston Lodge High School Lottery gift voucher?   

This helps support the schools fundraising efforts over the festive period and gives the recipient a chance to win £25,000!  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the lottery we are on track to raise £5,345.60 for the school, through current lottery supporters and we 
would love to increase this between now and Christmas, to make the most of the match funding available.  Since 
the school lottery started in April we have had 33 draws, creating 33 local weekly prize winners, sharing winnings 
of £1, 425.80. 

 
Congratulations to Mrs J from Prestonpans! Our local PLHS lottery winner, on Saturday 5 December 2020. 

Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck! 

 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 15 December S2 Parents’ Evening.   

Thursday 17 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking Report 2 sent to parents 

Tuesday 22 December All Break—please note new date 

Wednesday 6 January All Resume—please note new date 

Monday 11 January School Photos (S1, S3 and S6) 

Monday 25 January Senior Phase Extended Assessment Window starts 

Wednesday 27 January 
DTP and meningitis—ACWY vaccinations (all S3 boys and girls 

and S4-6 catch ups) 

Thursday 4 February S2 Target Setting/Tracking Report 1 sent to parents 

Friday 5 February Senior Phase Extended Assessment Window ends 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

