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Dear PLer, 

With just over two weeks to go before the end of 
term, (covid safe) decorations are up, Christmas 
Doors are swinging into action, at-home Talent 
Show rehearsals are underway and our online 
Christmas Celebration will take place on the 
evening of 21 December! Watch this space for 
more details on how to share a PL Christmas ... 

We have been overwhelmed with donations to our 
Raising Agents and Liddle Bit O’Love Christmas 
collections. Donations can still come in next week, 
and thank you to everyone for your incredible 
support. 

Well done to our newly selected S4 Sports 
Ambassadors, and to the whole Ambassador team 
for organising house football and hockey events 
(see pages 2 and 10). With teachers working 
overtime to keep things going, we are currently 

 short of sports coaches, and if you could support 
our school’s sport in any way, then turn to page 8. 

The library’s been busy, and there is lots to read 
inside about many great events. Thank you to our 
student library assistants for the great help they 
are giving our wonderful librarian, Derek France. 

And a final thank you to everyone who has 
subscribed to the Preston Lodge School Lottery 
since April 2020.  With a big increase in sign-ups 
over the last month we have now raised over 
£5000 for the school, which is amazing, and will 
make a huge difference to learning. Match funding 
is available until the end of December, so if you 
are still keen to sign up then turn to page 12.  

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Christmas Hamper! 
We are raffling a lovely Christmas hamper to raise funds for the permanent 
memorial for Emma Liddle.  Tickets are £1.  If you would like a ticket please 

send your child with money to the school office or to Mrs Robertson. 
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Young Ambassador Team 2020-21 

Introducing our Young Ambassador Team for 2020-21. After S4 interviews 
we now have Emmy Dalgity, Millie Allan, Ben McCabe and Nathan Stewart 
joining the team. 

Our team now consists of: 

S6- Blair Scott, Carys Grieve, Imogen Woods 

S5- Lucy Pryde, Scott Brown 

S4- Emmy Dalgity, Millie Allan, Ben McCabe and Nathan Stewart 

 

 

Staff Calendar for Sale 

We have produced a great calendar with photos taken by staff during 
lockdown (and other memories) and are selling them for £4 to raise money 
for Emma Liddle’s memorial fund.  If you would like to buy a copy please ask 
your child to bring the money to the school office. 

Julia Robertson 
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Library News 

Thank you to all the wonderful entries for our Book Week Scotland ‘Design a Book-Themed Facemask’ 
competition! We had over 40 and it was difficult choosing the winners – there were so many wonderfully creative 
designs! However, the winners are…. 

Leah Gordon, S1, with an Avatar: The Last Airbender themed design. This is a series of graphic novels (and 
cartoons). I love Leah’s design and can’t wait to see the real thing! 

Sula McDonald, S6, with a werewolf from the Scream Street book series. As you can see from Sula’s design – when 
the facemask is unfolded the werewolf’s teeth are revealed! Love it!  

Leah and Sula will receive their personalised facemasks over the next few weeks!  
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Thanks to everyone who has submitted their story on Book Week 
Scotland’s theme of FUTURE. This is an ongoing project and our 
Pupil Librarians are looking forward to creating a display featuring 
everyone’s stories – so please keep them coming! Pick up a 
postcard from the library or submit your stories using this online 
form  

 

 

 

 

We had a great session with writer Annemarie Allan as part of our 
Book Week Scotland celebrations. Annemarie joined us live via 
Google Meet to chat about her writing and read from her new 
book, set in Prestonpans. We were bewitched! Annemarie 
answered questions from students, gave writing tips, and was a 
real pleasure to have (virtually) in the library. If you’re a writer, or 
are thinking about writing, Annemarie’s number one tip is to 
‘write, keep writing, write some more, and don’t give up. Keep 
going!’.  

 

https://forms.gle/KnRuhjGd8KoUwHLz7
https://forms.gle/KnRuhjGd8KoUwHLz7
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The library’s creative writing group will restart in 

January. Speak with Mr France if you would like 

to join. We’re a friendly bunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

We held a number of Library Lunches during Book Week Scotland – students enjoyed their lunch in the library 
while watching pre-recorded author interviews from Marcus Sedgwick, Jacqueline Wilson, David Walliams and 
Juno Dawson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Teenage Book Prize 

The library book group, The PL Page Turners, are following this year’s Scottish Teenage Book Prize. The first 
shortlisted title we read was White Eagles by Elizabeth Wein: 
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“Summer 1939. With Europe on the brink of war, eighteen-year-old Kristina Tomiak has been called up to join the 
White Eagles, Poland’s valiant air force. When the Nazis reach the town where she is based, Kristina makes a 
daring escape, but she doesn’t realise that she’s carrying a stowaway in her plane. Will Kristina be able to navigate 
the most challenging flight of her life and reach safety amid the turmoil of war?” 

Students enjoyed this book and could relate to the sibling rivalry between two of the characters, but thought the 
book could be lengthier with more character exploration – they wanted to know more about the characters and 
the research involved before writing. So, we contacted the New York Times Bestselling Author Elizabeth Wein via 
Twitter who happily answered our questions!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Elizabeth! 
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We’re were extremely lucky to be selected by the Scottish Book Trust to receive a copy of each of the shortlisted 
books absolutely free! They should arrive in the next couple of weeks and will be available to all students. If you 
would like to join our book group, pop to the library and speak with Mr France or come along to our next meeting 
on Wednesday 9th Dec, at lunchtime.  

And talking of tweets, I’m very fond of this one . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Librarians 

As part of their training programme, each of the Pupil Librarians recently compiled a list of books they deem 

absolutely necessary for a school library! We then voted on which of the books to buy (with some heated debate!) 

- the first batch of books arrived last week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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Active Schools Coaches 

Active Schools are on the look out for more coaches and volunteers as we start to return more sports to Preston 
Lodge High School. Without coaches and volunteers these sessions cannot run and the pupils of Preston Lodge 
cannot access sport and physical activity at school. If you are interested in any opportunities, or if you are able to 
offer to run a club, please do get in touch with Active Schools Coordinator Graeme Bennion. 
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House matches 

We are not currently able to play other schools, so our football and hockey teams have been forming mini-leagues 
and playing house matches. Over the week we had 90+ pupils participating with each pupil allocated a point for 
their house for playing. 

Graeme Bennion 

 

House Hockey 

Gosford 50 points 

Seton 30 points 

Grange 15 points 

This is for hockey S1-S6 

Gosford 1 vs Seton 1: 6-1  

Gosford 2 vs Seton 2: 7-2  

Gosford 1 vs Grange: 1-1 

Gosford 2 vs Grange: 2-1  

Seton 1 vs Grange: 0-2 

Seton 2 vs Grange: 2-3 

 

Points: 

Seton: 0  

Grange: 10  

Gosford: 10  

Gosford won on goal difference  

 

Robin Robeson  
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#Checkmate 

Our virtual Chess tuition is underway! 

(Funded by Preston Lodge Learning Foundation)  

Andrew Green, Chess Master from Edinburgh Chess Academy is running virtual classes, at Preston Tower Primary 
and here at PL every Wednesday afterschool.  There is also the option to join in a virtual Sunday morning class.  

Students who haven’t signed up yet and would like to, can register here: https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playing Chess has many benefits, such as improved concentration and memory. It can help with problem solving, 
increase creativity and confidence, and help you use both sides of your brain!  And, if you do become a good player 
it can also offer a very lucrative career. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to learn new skills, or if you can already play Chess take part in a tournament online 
with friends.  

We will of course resume face to face Chess tuition and use of 
Chess boards when we can.   

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development  

https://forms.gle/ftXKCjS3f9LihahMA
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Can you help us secure extra funding before Christmas? 
We are very fortunate and delighted to share with you that we have received an anonymous offer, from a local donor, to 

match Preston Lodge High School lottery donations! 

 

This match funding is only open until the end of the year, so, if you would like to see your lottery donations go twice as 
far in helping the school, please consider supporting the lottery, you can subscribe here:  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

OR 

Christmas shopping isn’t easy this year, so why not give a Preston Lodge High School Lottery gift voucher?   

This helps support the schools fundraising efforts over the festive period and gives the recipient a chance to win £25,000!  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the lottery we are on track to raise £5,262.40 for the school, through current lottery supporters and we 
would love to increase this between now and Christmas, to make the most of the match funding available. 

Since the school lottery started in April we have had 32 draws, creating 32 local weekly prize winners, who have 
sharing winnings of £1,362.20. 

 

Congratulations to Mr D from Prestonpans!  Our local PLHS lottery winner, on Saturday 28 November 2020. 

 

Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck! 

 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift
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The Raising Agents 

This year the Raising Agents would once again like to organise a few things in the run-up to Christmas, and we 
hope we can count on your support, as always.  Families can send any donations into school with their child if they 
are able to help!  

1 Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are running a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving. In the last 2 years we were overwhelmed with the support we 
received for this. 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  The scheme 
delivers all over East Lothian and has the support of some of our ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well 
as Owen Smith and many others).  Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 ·       Shortbread 

·       Mince pies 

·       Turkey gravy granules 

·       Crackers (for the table) 

·       Small boxes of chocolate 

·       Boxes of biscuits 

·       Hot chocolate 

·       Spray cream 

·       Christmas cake 

·       Ham stock cubes 

·       Tinfoil 

·       Oatcakes 

  

2 Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, 
sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to 
the local branch of Women's Aid.  They were very 
grateful for our donations last year.  The 
Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee 
their homes without basic provisions.  Students 
should hand in all family donations to the school 
office. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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Women and Girls in Sport—Case Study 3 

To mark Women and Girls Sports Week we have put together six profiles of women in sport at PL. Over six weeks 
we will be featuring one in each edition of PLus  ... 
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 7 December S3 Parents’ Evening.  

Tuesday 15 December S2 Parents’ Evening.   

Thursday 17 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking Report 2 sent to parents 

Tuesday 22 December All Break—please note new date 

Wednesday 6 January All Resume—please note new date 

Monday 11 January School Photos (S1, S3 and S6) 

Monday 25 January Senior Phase Prelims start 

Wednesday 27 January 
DTP and meningitis—ACWY vaccinations (all S3 boys and girls 

and S4-6 catch ups) 

Thursday 4 February S2 Target Setting/Tracking Report 1 sent to parents 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

