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Dear PLer, 

That was the year that was! 

It’s been quite a year, and as school draws to a 
close this week’s Christmas PLus includes a bonus 
Christmas Celebration film! Sadly, we weren’t able 
to host our normal Christmas events and concerts, 
but the film is a worthy substitute, and we very 
much hope you enjoy it. 

The end of term at PL has, of course, been  
complicated by a number of positive cases, 
creating understandable concern across the 
community. Inevitably, attendance has reduced, as 
it has in many Scottish schools, and Saturday’s 
Scottish Government announcement has created 
real uncertainty around education in January.  

Details are starting to become clearer, though, and 
we will, of course, keep students and families up-
to-date as plans emerge. Families will receive a full 
update on 8 January, prior to all students returning 

 to learning on 11 January. 

I would like to thank our whole community one 
last time for everything that we have achieved 
together over the course of this most troubling of 
years. The lovely pictures of our community’s 
response to Mekala Osborne’s return home show, 
once again, what we are all about. 

We are already planning for a strong, but very 
different, return to school in January, and we look 
forward to working with all of our students and 
families in 2021. 

I hope everyone has a peaceful 
and enjoyable Christmas break. 
Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year! 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

Our Christmas Celebration finale, featuring S6 students and our Community Soul Band—the link is on page 2! 
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Christmas Celebration Film 

The best laid plans … 

We had very much hoped to 
host an online Christmas 
Celebration and end-of-term 
Talent Show this week, but 
this became impossible due 
to a whole variety of 
practical challenges. 

Instead, our wonderful music 
team pulled together a great 
selection of musical items, 
and our S6 Communications 
Team pulled them all 
together into a Christmas 
Celebration film, which we 
are sure everyone will enjoy. 

Many thanks to Calum Cairns and Matthew Costello in 
particular for this. Huge thanks, too, to Katie Vines, Gail 
Lugton, Lee Moore and Simon Grant for all the work 
they put into making the items themselves so strong. 
Finally, the biggest thanks go to our students, for giving 
us something to smile about this Christmas. 

You can watch the video here 

 

Christmas Assemblies 

Our Chaplaincy Assemblies give all students, whatever faith 
they do or don’t have, an opportunity to think.  

This year, of course, we could not run those assemblies, but 
Robin Hill, Minister for Gladsmuir and Longniddry, and a 
massive supporter of the school over the years, has provided 
us with not one ... not two ... but THREE festive videos which 
you might want to watch in the run up to Christmas.  

They are best watched in the order they come in and we look 
forward to welcoming Robin and the rest of the Chaplaincy 
Team back into our school as soon as we can in 2021! 

Christmas Assembly 1: "Ted's pointy hat" 

Christmas Assembly 2: "Appreciate the wonder!" 

Christmas Assembly 3: "The twists and turns of Christmas" 

https://youtu.be/RZW3yMesKdQ
https://youtu.be/AuHXL9B4xBk
https://youtu.be/i5PfwL6Zg30
https://youtu.be/etO1F2ZOAdA
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Homecoming for former student, Mekala Osborne 

You may have seen on STV News the wonderful story 
of Mekala returning home after over a year in 
hospital.   

We were asked if we would be able to help out by 
making yellow bows to decorate her house.  Needless 
to say we rose to the challenge!   

Special thanks to Denise McHugh and Veronica 
Roberts in our Art department, who produced the 
beautiful garland, with a PL badge at the centre.  

Mekala is an inspirational young lady, whose 
determination and fighting spirit are fantastic.  We 
hope to be able to invite her into the school next year 
at some point to share her story with students. 

#proudtobepl 

Julia Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the amazing wreath. It took prime 
position with the hockey sticks and looked truly 
stunning!  

It was a lot of hard work but with lots of help from an 
amazing community it all turned out well! Did you see 
the video? If not I can send you it. I cried all the way 
through it! 

Thank you to everyone at PL who helped made this a 
very magical day for everyone!  

Angela and Hugo  
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Christmas Cards 

This year’s Christmas 
Card competition was 
won by:  

Millie Glynn 

Thomas O’Hara,  

Howie McNeill 

Kayla Morrison and  

Emma Munro 

Thank you to all or our 
students who entered 
the competition, and 
well done to the 
winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Award 

This week Longniddry & District Rotary Club presented 
Rotary Service Recognition Awards to a number of 
groups in the Preston Seton Gosford Ward, in 
acknowledgement of their outstanding efforts in 
supporting communities during the Pandemic Lockdown. 

Tom Shearer MBE said that “All the recipients of the 
Award, representing the many individuals who gave of 
their time in supporting people in need throughout the 
pandemic, are owed such gratitude for all their efforts 
and it is right that this is recognised and celebrated “ 

We were delighted that our CDT team received one of 

these awards, for their initiative in designing and 

manufacturing personal protective equipment (PPE). 

Well done, once again, to all staff involved in the production of face shields, gowns and masks over that time!  

Pictured, John Hall accepts the award on behalf of John Troup. 
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Christmas Doors Competition 

Well it was a toughie this year! 

There were lots of references to Covid, some really funny entries and some that kept learning at the heart 
(periodic table, marine environment and Fresh Start).  We even had a remote entry from Ruth Patterson! 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the Christmas Doors competition.  Mrs Robertson reported back that she 
nearly got lynched carrying out her judging duties, as the competition heated up  However, the results have been 
verified by an independent adjudicator and are as follows: 

 

2nd equal goes to    PE department and the Office 

 

Best Student Involvement  Joint first: Marine Environment Group (J Tracey)  
      and Library (Nicola Burnett) 

 

Cutest Door     Excitable Edgar – 1SE1 and C Dods 

 

Highly Commended   Hogwarts Express – A Roe  Fresh Start – J Johnstone 

      Spotify – G Lugton     Periodic Table – E Cargill 

 

This year’s overall Winner is …..  The CDT department!!!!!!   
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Christmas in the Art Department 

1A1 getting into the festive spirit decorating the Art department doors! 

Denise McHugh 
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Circuits and LED Christmas Cards from S2 School of Science 

S2 mixed Science and Christmas cheer as they made LED Christmas cards. They constructed the circuit from copper 
tape, which was tricky but they were resilient and kept going. Well done School of Science and Merry Christmas!   
Elaine Cargill 

 

 

NHS Lothian Children’s Services website  

NHS Lothian is working to create a new website for Children’s Services and all 
child health information for families living in the Lothian area.  The site will focus 
on information for children, young people, parents, carers and families about our 
hospitals, clinics, treatments and conditions, etc. helping empower them with 
information about their health care, and reduce anxiety by giving young people a 
place to understand about coming to hospital for an admission, tests, or for a clinic appointment.  The site will 
launch in 2021 and will also include information about the new Royal Hospital for Children and Young People in 
Edinburgh. 

 

An online survey is open for children, young people and their parents and carers to help shape the design of the 
site by sharing feedback on some of the styles the website might take.  The survey is anonymous and will only take 
5-6 minutes to complete.   

https://forms.gle/GF8tfYQdSFvd44jXA  

https://forms.gle/GF8tfYQdSFvd44jXA
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A Million Thank Yous 

 Thank you for your continued support for all our ventures.  In what has been THE most challenging term ever, we 
have raised/donated: 

 £560 from our Boozy Bottle and gin night for Eilidh Buckley’s memorial fund 

 £738.75 from our Dress Down, Dress Brightly day (split between the memorial funds for Eilidh 
Buckley and Emma Liddle) 

  £100 for Emma Liddle’s memorial fund from our Boozy Bottle raffle 

 £225 for Emma Liddle’s memorial fund from the sale of tickets for our hamper raffle 

 £250 To Emma Liddle’s memorial fund from the sale of the Lockdown calendar 

 £110 To Epilepsy Scotland from our Boozy Bottle in memory of Ellie Morris 

 £50 from the Christmas Doors entries for Marie Curie Cancer Care 

  

A massive total of £2033.75!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 We have also: 

 Donated a huge amount of food to the East Lothian Sunday Chicken Dinners campaign from our 
Reverse Advent Calendar 

  Donated a wealth of toiletries and supplies to Women’s Aid 

 Produced a lovely garland and loads of yellow bows to welcome Mekala Osbourne back home after 
more than a year in hospital (featured on the STV news! 

 Donated bags of shortbread (thank you to our HE dept) to the senior citizens who were not able to 
come in for our Christmas event this year. 

  

None of this would be possible without your contributions.  To everyone who bought a raffle ticket, came to our 
Gin night, donated food or toiletries etc etc please know you have made a difference. 

  

I can’t imagine there is another school in the land that has contributed so much to their local community. 

Have a restful Christmas break 

Julia Robertson 
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Biking PL 

This term, a group of S1 – 3 pupils have been taking part in Biking PL. This is a new outdoor learning programme, 
looking to build resistance and physical fitness, while also developing leadership, communication and teamwork 
skills.  

All participants have had a chance to explore East Lothian and all its beauty while also developing their cycling 
confidence and skills. This programme is run in conjunction with East Lothian Outdoor Learning, and it has been 
brilliant to work with Blair Aitken. We look forward to building on this success in 2021!  
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S1 School of Home Economics 

This term our S1 School of Home Economics has been focusing on creating a ‘Packed Lunch’ for their partner. They 
based it on their ‘likes’, so it was personalised accordingly.  

Students were to make a ‘savoury pastry/quiche’, a ‘muffin’, a ‘fruit item’ and a ‘drink’. The items were made over 
a number of weeks during their 50 minute lesson, then frozen to be served as one ‘packed lunch’. Their fruit item 
and drink was made on the day it was eaten.  

There were some great results and some very full S1s after they sampled their lunches. A great effort! 
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Some of the lovely art work created by S2 pupils this term.  These images are made by creating two layers: a 
magazine collage below, and a hand-cut paper stencil on top.  Pupils designed the stencil patterns, cut the paper 
using craft knives then chose appropriate colour schemes to suit their stencil design.  Work featured is by Gabriella 
O'Donnell 2GR2, Chloe Murphy 2GR2, Katie Fairfull 2GR3 and Grace Fallon 2GR1. 

Veronica Roberts 
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Computer Science Week 2020 

Computer Science Week ran from 7 to 13 December 2020.  Some of our ICT and Computing Science classes have 
been taking part in different projects to learn about the different aspects of Computing Science. 

Our S1 ICT classes have been taking part in Hour of Code.  Pupils have been completing tutorials, while learning 
how to program.  Some examples of the work include Dance Party and Minecraft.  Feedback from the S1 pupils has 
been very positive and pupils are looking forward to learning more about coding later on in their S1 ICT course. 

Our S2 pupils have been learning how to use Scratch programming in their ICT lessons.  This week, we have been 
using Scratch to create interactive Christmas animations.  Pupils have been using their programming skills to get 
tree lights to twinkle, stars to flash and snowmen to walk across the screen.   

 

 

 

This is a screenshot of Lacey Brown’s work. 

 

 
 
This is a screenshot of Angus Johnston-Smith’s work. 
 
 
 
 

 
Our S3 pupils have been using the Micro:Bit computers to learn about programming and electronics.  Pupils have 
been learning how to create games such as Rock, Paper, Scissors.  Some have also been researching their own 
projects.  Katie Kemp and Emma Fisher have been finding out how to make use of magnets to change what the 
Micro:Bit displays.  
 
Emma Webster 

 
National 5 and Higher Textbooks 

We have been extremely lucky in being able to secure funding from the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation for 
textbooks for all of our Higher Administration and IT, Business Management and Computing Science pupils as well 
as our National 5 Computing Science pupils.  All pupils will now have access to the textbooks at home for the 
duration of their course to help with revision for assessments. 

Many thanks to the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation for supporting us! 

Emma Webster 
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Access to Glow for Administration and IT pupils 

We have been busy the last few weeks in Technologies trying to get Senior Administration and IT pupils their 
username and access to Glow.  

Glow allows learners to work in a variety of ways, from collaborating with peers to working individually at your 
own pace. Glow services can be accessed anytime, anywhere, and on any device.  Teachers have been showing 
their pupils how to set this up and instructions to set this up have been shared with pupils on Google Classroom. 

Benefits of Glow for learners 

 Office 365 – Glow provides full access to Microsoft’s Office suite including: Mail, Word, PowerPoint, Excel, 
OneNote, OneDrive and SharePoint. As well as using this service online through Glow, learners can 
download a full version of Office 365 at no cost. This can develop your skills with Office applications, support 
your learning outside school and use collaborative tools such as Sway to create and share interactive 
presentations demonstrating your learning both inside and outwith Glow. 

 G Suite – G Suite for Education is a set of cloud-based productivity tools for communication and 
collaboration. G Suite for Education in Glow is a managed service that offers the following core services: 
Classroom, Drive, Docs, Hangouts, Calendar, Sites and Vaults. These tools can be used to support learning 
both inside and outwith the classroom and support collaboration between learners. 

 Collaborative working – Glow is a cloud-based service, meaning learners can work both individually and 
collaboratively on documents, projects and homework from any connected device. 

 Anywhere, anytime learning – Learners can access the resources and features of Glow using any device at 
any time. This means that learning can continue outside the classroom on any device that is connected to 
the internet 

 Glow Blogs – Glow Blogs allows learners to build their own blogs, giving them experience of developing an 
online community which they can keep private or share with other Glow users. 

Lee Dowling 

 

https://glowconnect.org.uk/help-hub/microsoft-office-365/office-365-proplus/
https://glowconnect.org.uk/help-hub/microsoft-office-365/office-365-proplus/
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Can you help us secure extra funding before Christmas? 
We are very fortunate and delighted to share with you that we have received an anonymous offer, from a local donor, to 

match Preston Lodge High School lottery donations! 

 

This match funding is only open until the end of the year, so, if you would like to see your lottery donations go twice as 
far in helping the school, please consider supporting the lottery, you can subscribe here:  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

OR 

Christmas shopping isn’t easy this year, so why not give a Preston Lodge High School Lottery gift voucher?   

This helps support the schools fundraising efforts over the festive period and gives the recipient a chance to win £25,000!  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the lottery we are on track to raise £5,345.60 for the school, through current lottery supporters and we 
would love to increase this between now and Christmas, to make the most of the match funding available.  Since 
the school lottery started in April we have had 33 draws, creating 33 local weekly prize winners, sharing winnings 
of £1, 425.80. 

Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck! 

Congratulations to Mrs B from Prestonpans! Our local PLHS lottery winner, on Saturday 12 December 2020. 

Congratulations to Ms Ward  from Prestonpans.  Our local PLHS lottery winner, on Saturday 19 December. 

 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/gift
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.  Grants are 
usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are completely 
confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Emma Little, at elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of your application please contact Emma Little (PT 
Attainment) on elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk   

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 22 December All Break 

Wednesday 6 January A limited number of students return to school. Details to follow. 

Monday 11 January 
Home learning starts for most students. A limited number of students in 

school. School Photos now cancelled. New date to be confirmed 

Monday 18 January Planned return to school for all students. 

Monday 25 January 
Senior Phase Extended Assessment Window starts Currently under 

review following Saturday schools announcement 

Wednesday 27 January 
DTP and meningitis—ACWY vaccinations (all S3 boys and girls and S4-6 

catch ups) 

Thursday 4 February S2 Target Setting/Tracking Report 1 sent to parents 

Friday 5 February Senior Phase Extended Assessment Window ends, All Break 

Monday 15 February In-service Day 4 

Tuesday 16 February Students Resume 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

