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What is this booklet? 
 

This booklet provides support for S2 students and their parents/
carers about making good learning choices for S3 and beyond. 

 
S3 is the final year of our Broad General Education and it is, in many 

ways, a transition year to our Senior Phase.  The choices that 
students make in S3 will have a bearing on the choices that they 
make for our Senior Phase, so it is essential that all families work 
through this booklet and make certain that they understand the 

choices available. 
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Introduction 
 

We recently refreshed our S1-6 curriculum, and you can find full details of our new curriculum 
structure in Appendix 1. 

At Preston Lodge High School we have designed an S3 curriculum that is a vibrant conclusion 
to the S1-3 Broad General Education.   

In S3 all students will continue to study a number of subjects from each of eight Curricular 
Areas whilst being able to personalise, or choose, a number of courses. 

This booklet describes our approach to S3, and provides clear guidance to help families 
through the choices all S2 students must now make.   

 

What is the purpose of the S3 curriculum? 

In our S3 curriculum we allow all students to experience the key principles of Curriculum for 
Excellence.  Namely: 

 challenge and enjoyment  

 breadth 

 progression 

 depth 

 personalisation and choice 

 coherence 

 relevance 

We ensure that all students continue to experience a Broad General Education, but we also 
allow a great deal of personalisation, or choice. 

Each Curricular Area will take a different approach to personalisation.  In many Curricular 
Areas students have to make a choice.  These areas are displayed in a table on page 9.   

In Social Studies, for example, students will experience a common course in S1 and S2 but will 
select one subject in S3.   

Individual Curricular Areas make their own decisions about how students can best meet CfE 
experiences and outcomes, whilst specialising appropriately.  
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Timeline of important dates 

 
 

 

 

 

w/b 1 February PSE lessons to begin to focus on My World of Work – 
Pathway Planning: 3-4 lessons identifying strengths, skills 
and abilities, likes and dislikes and future hopes. 
Distribution of course choice booklet via school website. 
 

w/b 15 February Wednesday 17 February: Parents’ Options Event 
Students’ Options Event: Details and date to be confirmed. 
Live PSE lesson in S2 PSE time to discuss Course Choice 
process, Options Event and address any questions. 

w/b 22 February Subject inputs to Course Choice: Details to be confirmed 
Live PSE lesson in S2 PSE time to discuss Course Choice 
process, Options Event and address any questions. 
 

w/b 1 March Students offered appointment slots through Google Meet 
in PSE class time to discuss individual choices.  
 

w/b 8 March Online Course Choice forms available  
Appointment slots through Google Meet in PSE class time 
to discuss individual choices continue. 
 

w/b 15 March Appointment slots through Google Meet in PSE class time 
to discuss individual choices continue. 
 

w/b 22 March Appointment slots through Google Meet in PSE class time 
to discuss individual choices continue. 
 

Friday 26 March Deadline for Course Choice form submission 
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Course Costs 

A small number of our courses have costs attached to them.   

Such costs usually have to be levied because the materials or facilities required to run such 
courses cannot fully be met by the school.  In all cases, we will endeavour to keep these costs 
to a minimal level that all families, whatever their circumstances, can afford. 

Precise costs cannot be finalised until student uptake is known, but financial support will also 
be available to all families on a confidential basis through our Community Fund, and further 
information will be provided after the Easter break.   

It is very important to us that no child is disadvantaged by being unable to take a particular 
course because of costs.  
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What will my child study in S3? 

Our S3 curriculum diagram in 21-22 
looks like this:  

 
Abbreviations 
Admin and IT:  Administration and 
Information Technology 
Design and Man: Design and 
Manufacture 
Exp Arts: Expressive Arts                                 
Fash & Tex: Fashion and Textiles 
Graphics: Graphic Communication 
Health & Food: Health and Food 
Technology 
H&W: Health and Wellbeing 
Mod Studs: Modern Studies 
PE: Physical Education 
RMPS: Religious Education  
SE: Social Education 
SO: School Of 

  
Students continue learning in Maths, 
English, and choose in all other 
curricular areas 

Students make a choice of one 
further subject in our Options 
column. 

Students participate in two periods 
of 'Schools Of'. 
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Core Time 

In order to ensure that S3 students are following a Broad General Education they will all study 
courses in each of the eight Curricular Areas. 

In Numeracy, S3 students will participate in four periods of Mathematics.  In Languages they 
will participate in four periods of English and three periods of Modern Languages.  In Health & 
Wellbeing students will encounter Home Economics, PE and Personal & Social Education.  

In Social Studies, Technologies, Science and Expressive Arts students will each have three 
periods of study.  Students will also study one period of Religious & Moral Education. 

We call work that students undertake in the eight Curricular Areas Core Time.  However, 
within S3 Core Time, there will be a high degree of personalisation, ie student choice.  You can 
find details of each Curricular Area’s use of Core Time on page 8.   

 
 

Options Courses 
 
Students will also choose an Option Course.  Most courses in this column are repeats of Core 
Time courses available in that Curricular Area.  A summary of the available Option Courses is 
provided below:  
 

Options Column Courses Available 
 

Curricular Area Option Courses Available 

Languages French 

Science Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

Social Studies Business, Geography, History, Modern 
Studies, RMPS 

Technologies Admin & IT, Computing, Design & 
Manufacture, Graphics, Practical Craft, 
Health and Food Technology 

Expressive Arts Art & Design, Drama, Music, PE 

Subjects only available in the Options Column Practical Cookery, Practical Metalworking 
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“Schools Of” 

Our new 'Schools Of' programme will take up two periods of student learning time in S3. 

This exciting project will ask all students to select one 'School of', which will allow them to 
focus their learning in an area that particularly interests them. The intention is to allow subject 
areas and students to explore together more specialised aspects of the curriculum in a way 
that supports their transition into the Senior Phase. 

Whether your child is interested in science, music, art, technology or many other areas, there 
will be something for everyone here, and our planned launch of the ‘Schools Of’ programme 
takes place after the Easter break 

 

How does S4-6 look at Preston Lodge High School? 

Appendix 2 provides further detail on our S4-6 curriculum.  Some key features of our new S4-6 
Senior Phase are: 

 A timetable model which provides students with five to seven subjects for study each 
year.   

 Students entering S4-6 sitting National Qualifications in mixed year group classes.  This 
approach allows us to provide a more diverse and relevant curriculum for all of our 
students.  This means some classes our current S2 students enter in S4 will also contain 
S5 and S6 students learning alongside them. 

All parents of S2 students will be able to have further conversation about our S4-6 curriculum 
at a forthcoming Parental Options Event (date tbc), and if you would like to talk further about 
this aspect of the choice process please contact your child’s guidance teacher. 
 

 
How do the choices my child makes for S3 affect the choices that they will be 
able to make as they move into the Senior Phase next year? 

In almost all cases we expect the choices students make for S4 to be selected from the 
subjects they study in S3.  There are some obvious exceptions to this, because some of our 
Senior Phase courses cannot be studied in S3.  Such courses can, of course, be picked up in S4 
without having been studied in S3. 

It is possible to pick a new subject in S4 which could have been, but was not, studied in S3.  So, 
for example, if a student studied History in S3 but wished to study Geography in S4 they could 
do so.  However, this may affect the level of qualification studied in S4.  Further advice on this 
approach can be given by guidance teachers, Heads of House or subject PTs. 
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How do we start to think now about a Senior Phase pathway for our child? 
 

Pathways really just mean the route that individual students take through school that best 
allows them to develop their skills and interests whilst achieving as many positive outcomes as 
possible.  It is important that all children and their families have a clear idea of potential 
pathways in the Senior Phase as they make choices for S3.  Although changes can always be 
made it is wise to have a plan.  Information about pathways can be found in Appendix 3.  Full 
details of our Senior Phase curriculum can be found in the Publications section of our website 
http://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/publications/ 

 

Learning Support 

Students who have additional learning support in S1 and S2 continue to be monitored by the 
Support for Learning department throughout S3.  Support staff give advice to teachers on 
catering appropriately for students with additional support needs and, where possible, work 
alongside subject teachers to help meet those needs.   
 

 

The Careers Adviser 

Choosing courses can often be difficult. Whether considering staying on at school, going to 
college, university or entering employment or training, our Careers Adviser Eoin Walsh is 
available to discuss ideas, provide guidance and offer impartial advice. 

Students should refer to the Skills Development Scotland site, My World of Work.  Following 
this, students can arrange to see their Careers Adviser by requesting an appointment through 
their Guidance Teacher. He are based in seminar room beside Business Education 
classrooms.  As well as students requesting appointments themselves, they work closely with 
Guidance Teachers who make referrals to them and they also offer appointments to S4 and S5 
pupils prior to them leaving school. 

Eoin holds a breaktime drop-in service.  If pupils have a quick question or would like help in 
finding information, they should come along to the drop-in session.  No appointment needed. 

When not in school, Eoin can be contacted at the Skills Development Scotland Centre, Adam 
Ferguson House, Station Road, Musselburgh, EH21 7PQ. The opening hours are Monday – 
Thursday 9am – 5pm and Friday 10am – 5pm. Telephone – 0131 665 3120. Email: 
eoin.walsh@sds.co.uk  
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/publications/
mailto:eoin.walsh@sds.co.uk
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So what Core Time choices do students have to make? 
 
S3 students at Preston Lodge will spend 27 of their 32 periods in S3 studying Core Time 
courses in the eight Curricular Areas.  In some areas there is no choice to be made, whereas in 
some areas choices are required.  The eight Curricular Areas are operating S3 courses as 
follows: 

 

 

 

Option Course 

Three periods of each S3 student’s week will be spent in an Option Course. 

The Option Courses available are detailed on page 5. 

 

Curricular Area Choice Required? Details 
 

Numeracy 
 

 

No Students study 4 periods of Mathematics  
 

 

Literacy 
 

No 

 

Students study 4 periods of English and 3 
periods of French  
 

 

Health & Wellbeing 
 

No 

 

Students study 2 periods of PE and 1 period 
of Personal and Social Education. 
 

 

Science 
 

Yes 

 

Students study Biology, Chemistry or Physics 
for 3 periods 
 

 

Expressive Arts 
 

Yes 

 

Students study Art, Drama, Music, Fashion 
and Textiles or PE for 3 periods 
 

 

Social Studies 
 

Yes 

 

Students study Geography, History, Modern 
Studies, Business Management or RMPS for 
3 periods.   
 

 

Technologies 
 

Yes 

 

Students study Admin & IT, Computing, 
Design and Manufacture, Graphics, Practical 
Craft or Health and Food Technology for 3 
periods.   
 

 

Religious & Moral Education 
 

No 

 

Students study 1 period of RME 
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How will students let the school know their Core Time and Option choices? 
 

All students will fill in an online Course Choice form where they will be asked for their Core 
Time and Option Course choices.   

For both Core and Option Course choices they will need to provide reserve choices.    

 

 

Summary  
This might seem to be a more complicated choice process than 
students used to make in S2.  However, in reality, all students have 
to do is: 

 

1. Make Core Time choices in Science, Expressive Arts, Social 
Studies and Technologies. 

2. Make an Option Course Choice. 

3. Select a “School Of” to participate in (after Easter) 
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Core Time 
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Curricular Area: Numeracy 

Subject: Mathematics  

 

Content 

Students will study Mathematics at a level pre-determined by prior 
experience and demonstrated skills.  Most students will study at Third or 
Fourth level, with some topics being taken beyond in preparation for 
Senior Phase courses.  Topics include further algebra skills, similar shapes, bearings and scale drawing 
problem solving, area and volume problem solving and applications, percentage applications, 
functions and number skills applications, as well as study and exam skills specifically for Mathematics. 

 

Process 

Lessons are designed to build on prior knowledge and skills in the areas of Number, Algebra, Shape, 
Position & Movement, and Information Handling.  Lessons will also allow pupils to see the                
applications of these processes in the world around us.  Pupils will also be encouraged to enhance 
their personal attributes of resilience, working with others, written and verbal communication, and 
problem solving.  

 

Benefits 

No matter how the world changes, Maths will always be at the heart of life.  Quite simply, Maths not 
only helps you understand the world, it also opens up a world of opportunities!  It’s almost impossible 
to get through a day without using Maths in some way, because our world is full of numbers to handle 
and problems to solve.  Studying Maths provides you with the tools to make sense of it all. 

The mathematical skills of problem solving, logical thinking, and investigation will help your progress in 
whatever you choose to study in the future.  In addition to these general skills, you will need Maths for 
learning in a wide range of areas – everything from plumbing to Economics.  What types of skills do 
employers look for? Problem solving, analysis, data handling and communication skills, to name just a 
few.  These transferable skills are useful in any job, and you can get all of them from studying Maths. 
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Curricular Area: Languages 

Subject: English  

 

The S3 course will focus on the development of core skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening. 
Through the study of a broad range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction, pupils will develop their 
reading and listening skills and their knowledge and understanding of more complex language use. 
Through such activities as debating and creative writing, pupils will improve their skills in talking and 
writing and learn how to use language to create effects. Through the study of English in S3, pupils 
should enhance their competence in using language in a variety of ways and for a range of purposes.  
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Curricular Area:  Languages (Modern Languages) 

 

Subject: French  

 

Students will learn French in the contexts of Society, Culture and 
Employability. 

The key skills of Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing will be further 
developed in S3. Students will enhance their language skills through the use of up-to-date technology 
such as digital listening equipment, PCs, the Internet and Chrome books. 

Learning a language impacts positively on other areas of the curriculum and can enhance literacy skills.  
It also builds cultural awareness and acceptance and appreciation of new and different cultures. 

Many colleges and universities require an SQA language qualification for entry.  Typically this is a 
National 5 qualification.  Students in S3 are offered the opportunity of studying towards the SQA’s 
Language for Life & Work award  meaning they can attain a nationally recognised qualification during 
their S3 year. 

A foreign language is beneficial for career choices such as travel, tourism, hospitality, marketing, 
business, journalism, law, primary teaching and many more. 

Young people are better equipped to succeed in the competitive global economy if they have 
knowledge of a foreign language. 

France is a key economic partner: the world’s fifth biggest economy and number three destination for 
foreign investment. It is also an official language in 29 countries and spoken on every continent.   Why 
learn a language? See link below 

https://www.scilt.org.uk/BeyondSchool/Whylanguages/tabid/4783/Default.aspx 

 

Curricular Area:  Health and Wellbeing 

 

Subject: Personal and Social Education  

 

Personal and Social Education in S3 covers the following key elements: 
Relationships (SHARE), The dangers of gambling and planning for 
choices and change (target setting, next steps and course selection for 
the Senior Phase).  Alongside this all pupils will get an opportunity to 
take part in a work placement which will develop their awareness of the 
local job market and the potential vocational pathways that are 
available to them.  

The course is taught using a variety of methods including class 
discussion, small group work, practical work, use of DVD and computers for research, individual 
written tasks and presentations.  There is also an opportunity for students to gain knowledge and 

https://www.scilt.org.uk/BeyondSchool/Whylanguages/tabid/4783/Default.aspx
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engage with external agencies such as Community Police and the School Nurse.  PSE aims to develop 
each student’s self-awareness, self-esteem and confidence, assist in developing skills to clarify 
personal attitudes and values and develop interpersonal skills for life.  

 

Core PE 

Students will participate in 2 hours of compulsory physical PE per week.  Pupils are expected to bring 
appropriate PE kit on all occasions for the 2 period session. 

It is important to recognise the benefits of such physical activity for their wellbeing and the skills and 
knowledge they will gain from active participation to support a healthy lifestyle.  Students will also be 
involved in the structure of playing games.  This will involve roles and responsibilities like officiating, 
care of equipment, scoring etc.   

If pupils demonstrate appropriate skills, attitude and effort in term one they will have the opportunity 
to select school of football or school of rugby in terms 2 & 3. 
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Science for S3 

 

All students will select a Focus Science for the year.  This can be Core 
Biology, Core Chemistry or Core Physics and you will follow this course for 3 
periods per week for the full year.  The Focus Science chosen will usually be 
one of the science subjects you are most likely to continue with in the 
Senior Phase, or the science you feel you need to commit the most time to 
best prepare you for the senior phase.  You will additionally be able to 
select a second Science from the options column.  A maximum of 2 Core 
Sciences can be studied in S3, although a third science can be undertaken by selecting particular 
courses in the science “Schools Of” 

Each Science subject in S3 will allow you to deepen your understanding of what you have begun in S1 
and S2. The courses will be practical based with a good mix of experimental, investigative and 
theoretical work.  We will develop numeracy skills, such as scale and proportion, using equations and 
the analysis and processing of experimental data.  We will also develop our scientific literacy by 
completing experimental reports.  Each course will allow you to see the relevance of Science in our 
world today in terms of sustainability, affordability and ethical considerations.  The skills developed in 
these courses will help prepare you for senior phase Sciences.   

The work (and skills) covered will be of equal difficulty across all three Sciences and there is a firm 
expectation that pupils engage with the regular assessments and home study tasks throughout the 
year that will help identify the appropriate level of study in S4. 

Resources for these courses (classwork and home study tasks) will be shared electronically with pupils 
via Google Drive and Google Classroom and the work set will be targeted at preparing pupils for the 
senior phase.  

At the end of S3 you will receive a recommendation for S4 in the Science or two Sciences you have 
studied at either SCQF4 or SCQF5 level.  Sciences not covered in S3 but chosen for S4 may be 
recommended at a lower level and should be discussed with your Science teacher beforehand. 

Currently the topics likely to be covered in each of the S3 Sciences are described on following pages. 
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Curricular Area: Science 

Subject: Biology  (Code SBIF) 
 

Cells 

Students will deepen their understanding of cells and the structures within 
them.  We will look at how cells multiply and divide.  You will then carry out 
some research work looking at the use of stem cell technology in modern 
Science including the medical and ethical issues involved. 

Genetics and DNA 

The structure of DNA will be developed in this course looking at base pairs and 
the how the arrangement of these determines your unique makeup.  Students will investigate the 
variation in genetic information and how these are combined from DNA from both your parents or in 
the case of some organisms, only one parent... 

Ecology 

This topic will develop your understanding of biodiversity from S1 and look at how living things adapt 
to their environments.  You will consider the effect each living thing has on another and consider the 
impact that humans and our environment have on the biodiversity of life. 

Human body 

From the heart and lungs to your stomach and intestines, you will learn about the functions of these 
organs in the human body and how they play their part in the respiratory and digestive systems in 
your body.  You will look at the impact that lifestyle has on these systems and how you can best keep 
yourself healthy. 

 

Subject: Chemistry  (Code SCHF) 
 

Chemical Reactions 

Students will investigate the importance of controlling and measuring the rates of chemical reactions.  
We will also develop our understanding of the structure of the atom and how its structure can help us 
explain and predict chemical reactions.  We will then look at the chemical reactions of acids with bases 
and make sense of the importance of masses and volumes when carrying out 
reactions. 

Carbon Chemistry 

We will look at how the diversity of natural compounds based on the 
element carbon are put together.  We will look at the structures and 
reactions of fuels, carbohydrates and alcohol, including work to make sure 
that natural chemicals are used sustainably. 

Everyday Chemistry 

This topic will look at how Chemistry is used to improve our everyday lives from making alloys, 
generating electricity, modern materials and the analysis and reduction of pollution. 
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Subject: Physics (Code SPHF) 
 

Dynamics 

Using remote sensors, students will carry out practical investigations to describe the relationship 
between speed, distance and time.  This will then be continued using the concept of unbalanced 
forces to investigate and calculate acceleration. 

Electricity 

Students will spend some time familiarising themselves with electrical circuits and will investigate the 
design of simple circuits to solve everyday problems involving the uses of switches, bulbs, resistors, 
etc. 

This will then be expanded to look at how these circuits can be enhanced using digital logic gates, 
ultimately building up more sophisticated circuits used in most current electronic technology. 

Properties of matter 

This topic will build on the basic model of matter introduced in S1 and will develop an understanding 
of how the atoms or particles in solids, liquids and gases interact with each other.   Work will include 
measuring and calculating energy changes in heating, cooling and changes of state and will also look at 
the relationship between pressure, temperature and volume. 

Space 

Students will investigate red dwarves, black holes, exoplanets, dark energy, etc. as they find out about 
what lies beyond our own solar system.  This will include how Scientists are able to make these 
discoveries without even going there.  We will look at how Physics has improved global 
communications using satellites and how exploring the depths of the universe has improved life on 
earth.  
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Curricular Area: Expressive Arts 

 

Subject: Art and Design (Code EADF) 

 

The Art and Design S3 course will consist of a range of mini units.  These will 
be a balance of traditional skills/techniques and experimental methods.  The 
course will include experiences in 2D and 3D expressive art and design using a 
range of media.  Lessons may include:  

Drawing and painting, Printmaking, Design, Clay and model-making, Analysis 
of artworks 

The aim of this course is to provide the pupils with a complete range of skills 
and experiences to prepare pupils  for progression into National courses.  
Pupils are expected to commit to working in class and at home in order to 
explore problem-solving, build confidence, develop imagination, work in 
teams and practise sharing their views and ideas.  These skills are vital to 
prepare our young people for the world of work or further education. 

 

Subject:  Drama (Code EDRF) 

The general aim of the course is to provide learners with the skills and knowledge required to create 
and present drama as part of a group through the exploration and 
use of basic dramatic and production techniques.  Learners are 
encouraged to exercise imagination and creativity through both 
individual and group work.  Learners will develop problem solving 
and critical thinking skills at a basic level as they explore and 
develop a range of simple dramatic techniques.   

They will also investigate the use of production techniques to enhance their drama, which may include 
any of the following: make-up, lighting, sound, set-design, stage management and multimedia.  The 
course is largely learner-centred, with practical and experiential learning opportunities such as: 
devising drama, scripted performance, scripting and performing monologues and an end of term final 
class performance to an invited audience.  

This course also allows learners to develop other skills, attributes and capabilities including:              
perseverance, resilience and confidence. 

 

Subject: Music (Code EMUF) 

 

This course is designed to develop pupils skills in all aspects of music. Pupils will receive two periods a 
week of practical performance and related literacy on two instruments and one hour developing their 
composing skills. Instrumental choice will be agreed in discussion with the classroom teacher.  High 
quality tuition will be offered in the classroom and there is a clear expectation that students opting for 
this course will practice their instruments regularly at home or during lunchtimes and/or after school.  
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The benefits of opting for a music course include being able to perform and experience music from a 
wide selection of genres, improved performance and presentation skills, improved confidence, 
opportunities for working with others, the possibility for public performance and celebrating success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: Physical Education (Code EPEF) 

 

Pupils must have a genuine interest in the practical and theoretical elements of PE and agree to bring 
suitable ‘PE kit’ every week.  Pupils will take part in one theory lesson each week in order to develop 
their writing skills. 

They will take part in a variety of different activities throughout the year. 

Students will understand how physical, mental, social and emotional factors impact on performance. 
They will understand their development 
needs by gathering data and analysing 
their performance through a range of 
media, IPad, heart rate monitors and 
feedback. 

Students will focus on how to improve 
their performance through planning 
and implementing an individualised 
training programme. 

Students will have the opportunity to 
plan & participate in competitive 
situations and participate in a 
performance day. 
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Curricular Area: Social Studies 

Subject :  Business Management (Code XCBF) 
 

Are you an entrepreneur of the future?  Is there a 
bright idea inside you bursting to get out?   If the 
answers are yes, then you could do no better than 
join this class.  Business plays an important role in 
society.  We all rely on businesses and entrepreneurs 
to create wealth, prosperity, jobs and choices. We 
often work in a business.  Start your journey here! 

Discover how businesses are organised in marketing, 
finance, operations and human resources.  Look at promoting products, calculating the profit made, 
correctly storing stock and recruiting the best person for the job.  In addition, you will understand the 
factors that affect the success of an organisation, such as lack of cash flow, poorly trained staff, bad 
weather, new laws and changes in fashions. 

This course involves experiential learning within practical contexts.  Through the use of practical 
activities and knowledge of business, learners will be given an insight into what businesses do to 
remain competitive, customer-focused and successful. 

Pupils will have a grounding in how to function well within a business context. 

 

Subject: Geography (Code XCGF) 
 

Geography is the study of the Earth’s, people, place and environment. It is, 
quite simply, about the world in which we live.  

-Are you aware of where your clothes have come from and 
why we should be interested? 

-Are you intrigued about why people move to other countries? 

-Do you think you have the power to save the Polar Bear from 
extinction? 

-Did you know that Prestonpans used to be covered in ice? 

-Do you want to be able to predict when we will have the hottest day of 
the year or when the gritters need to start preparing for ice? 

 

Geography will help you to answer these questions and many more.  With topic 
areas that relate to you and your future, by the end of the course you will have a 
greater understanding of where you stand on planet earth as part of a global 
population of over 7 billion people. 

The course will involve a range of teaching styles from classroom based learning to 
fieldwork and outdoor learning from working as individual, a pair or group work and 
project work. 
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As part of the course you will be taught many practical skills such as; Researching, Fieldwork skills, 
presenting skills and interpretation. 

Practical skills and knowledge learnt during this course will prepare you for onward study and for life 
beyond education. 

In S3 you will study topics within Human and Physical Geography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: History  (Code XCHF) 

Unit 1: Search for a King 

Medieval Scotland was thrown into turmoil when King Alexander 111’s body 
was found, only 10 miles fro Presto Lodge, at the foot of the cliffs at Kinghorn, 
Fife.  This unit will look at the impact this had on Scotland at the time, and how 
it resulted in some of the most bloody and turbulent times in Scottish history. 

 

 

 

Unit 2: From Africa to the Caribbean—Life as a Slave 

Millions of Africans were forcibly removed from their homes and families before 
the Atlantic Slave Trade was abolished in 1807.  This unit will look at why and how 
this happened.  It will focus on the experience of Africans who faced the cramped, 
disgusting conditions of the Middle passage, sailing fro Africa to the Caribbean, 
before being auctioned off as if they were cattle and made to live and work as 
slaves on sugar and tobacco plantations. 

 

Unit 2: Hitler’s Rise to Power 

WW1 was considered to be the ‘war to end all wars’, yet only 20 years after it ended 
WW2 started.  This unit will look at how the Versailles  Peace Treaty at the end of WW1 
sowed the seeds for the rise of facism in Germany.  Pupils will learn how Hitler managed 
to progress from humble corporal to Fuhrer, seizing his opportunities when Germany 
was weakened, angry and broke by promising to make Germany great again. 

 

 

 

 

Human Physical 

Globalisation Global Climate Change 

Population Landscape Shapers 

Changing Edinburgh Weather 
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Subject: Modern Studies  (Code XCMF) 

Modern Studies offers a unique insight into the social, political and economic study of local, national 
and international issues.  Learners get the opportunity to find out about the world, their community, 
their place in it and their opportunities for involvement.  There are three areas of study in the Modern 
Studies course at S3.   

 

International Issues 

 Social and economic inequality in the USA 

 Rights of border immigrants in the USA 

 Drawing and supporting conclusions using a limited range 
of sources of information 

 

Social Issues 

 Causes and impact of poverty on disadvantaged groups in Scotland and 
 the UK 

 Making and justifying a decision using a limited range of sources of 
 information 

 Researching a current social issue and making recommendations on 
 potential solutions 

Political Issues 

 Scotland’s political future 

 Participation in politics—can young people change the world? 

 Detecting and explaining exaggeration in the use of facts using a 
limited range of sources of information 

 

 

Subject: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (Code XREF) 

 

Aims of the Course 

The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

 Knowledge and understanding of the main beliefs and values of one world religion 

 Basic factual knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical responses to 
moral questions 

 Basic factual  knowledge  and  understanding of religious and philosophical  responses to 
contemporary religious debates 

 The ability to reflect on and investigate religious, moral, and philosophical questions 
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 A range of skills including investigation, analysis, straightforward evaluation, and the 
ability to express beliefs and views in a reasoned manner. 

 

Course Content 

Morality and Belief Unit:  

Looking at and understanding moral questions:  

Is war and conflict a part of today’s society? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion and debate will be used to form our own views and discuss the rights and wrongs of 

religious and non-religious views. 

Unit: Religious and Philosophical Questions 

Does God Exist? 

What is the Nature of God?    

 

 

 

 

 

We will look at both the religious and non-religious views of the world.  

Unit: World Religion – What is the importance to the world of religion 

What are the major world religions?  

Why is Buddhism so important to so many people? 

What impact does this have on those who do not follow a religion? 

What informs religious worship in modern society? 

Conflict causes of war, types of war, Geneva conven-
tions 

Justifications/
Consequences of war 

human cost, environment, economic 

Modern armaments weapons of mass destruction, smart weap-
ons, conventional weapons 

Alternatives to war sanctions, diplomacy, pacifism 

Cosmological argument Aquinas’ cosmological argument 
Counter-arguments 
Science and the cosmological argument 

teleological argument Paley’s teleological argument 
Counter-arguments 
Science and the teleological argument 
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Curricular Area: Technologies 

 

Subject: Administration and IT (Code TAIF) 

 

Description of Course: 

Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the 
entire economy and offers wide-ranging employment 
opportunities.  Moreover, administrative and IT skills have 
extensive application not only in employment but also in 
other walks of life.   

Content: 

Using IT and Administration to solve business problems 

Process: 

Through practical exercises pupils will learn to make the right choice as to the most appropriate 
software for the task 

Benefit: 

Allows pupils in all aspects of their lives to communicate effectively with others using technology. 

 

Subject: Computing Science (Code TCIF) 
 

Computing Science plays an important part of society and students will get a chance to study different 
elements of Computing Science.  Students will develop an understanding of computer security and 
keeping their computer and themselves safe while online.  They will study computer structure will 
help them understand how computers work and will learn about computer networks.  They will get to 

grips with programming and will be given the opportunity to learn different 
programming languages including Scratch and Python. 

Students will also learn about the importance of information systems.  
Students will design and create databases which can store vast amounts of 
data and learn about how they are used by organisations such as Google, 
Facebook and YouTube.  They will also learn about web design and will learn 
how to create websites using HTML, CSS and JavaScript. 

 

Subject: Graphic Communication  (Code TGCF) 

Graphic Communication is a classroom based course, which involves 
creating graphics manually and digitally.  Learners will develop their skills 
and abilities skill in reading, interpreting and creating different graphic 
communications.  There will include: 

 Sketching and rendering 
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 Modelling using card and paper,  and digitally using Autodesk Inventor 

 3D printing 

 Planning and producing promotional items 

 Producing technical drawings, both manually and electronically 

Learners will also develop their knowledge and understanding of: 

 Relevant standards, protocols and conventions 

 Desktop Publishing terminology and techniques, including colour theory and layout formats 

 Evaluating graphic designs 

 Computer aided design and computer aided graphics, including using Adobe Photoshop and 
Illustrator and Autodesk Inventor  

 

Practical Woodworking  (Code TPWF) 

Practical Woodworking is a workshop based subject, where students develop practical woodworking 
skills, practical creativity and problem solving.  Learners develop understanding of safe working 
practices in a workshop environment, and awareness of sustainability issues in a practical 
woodworking context. 

Learners will develop their skills and abilities in different 
woodworking techniques.  These will include: 

 Reading and marking out materials using a working drawing 

 Safe and skilled use of hand tools 

 Introduction into the use of workshop power tools including the woodturning lathe and the 
morticing machine 

 Marking out and cutting a variety of practice wood joints 

 Producing a final model 

There is a cost associated with this course. 

 

Design and Manufacture (Code TDMF) 

Learners will develop solutions to a given design problem through the use of research, evaluation, 
design, modelling and communication skills. 

This will be achieved through a wide range of practical and design based classroom activities including: 
analysing design briefs, generating ideas, producing a design solution, producing models and 
evaluating work.  Learners will also learn new workshop skills and procedures that 
will build confidence in the use of tools, materials and machinery through the 
completion of their final working prototypes.  A portfolio of learners’ work will be 
completed throughout the course to accompany the design prototypes and final 
models.  Please note that there is a cost associated with this course. 
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Subject: Health & Food Technology (Code THFF) 

This course will be delivered as an introduction to the progressive path of our Health & Food 
technology course through from National 3 to Higher level.  

Course Content 

The students will study three mandatory units: 

Food for Health -Students will develop knowledge of nutrients and associated sources to support the 
individual needs of different groups of people and understand a range of issues associated with the 
drive to achieve a well-balanced diet so reducing the risk of diet related illnesses/conditions. 

Food product development -There will be the opportunity to relate their learning through a variety of 
tasks, both individual and as a group, looking at issues of diet, exercise and lifestyle choices. They will 
undertake a challenge to develop a suitable dish for an identified need as part of their Food Product 
development topic.  

Contemporary food issues-The final area will research current contemporary food issues and the 
impact on the consumer along with consumer trends which will equip the students with essential life 
skills and knowledge. 

Practical tasks – students will cook every week to help build their skills & consolidate their learning. 

There is a cost attached to this course which makes a small contribution to the food costs and 
containers for transporting dishes home. 

The course will involve both theory and practical tasks. 
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Option Courses 
 

The following Core Time courses are also being offered as Option Column Courses: 

Expressive Arts 

Art and Design (Code EADF) Page  20 

Drama (Code EDRF) Page 20 

Music (Code ECMF) Page 20 

PE (Code EPEF) Page 21 

 

Languages 

French   Page 15 

 

Social Studies 

Business Management (Code XCBF) Page 22 

Geography (Code XCGF) Page 22 

History (Code XCHF) Page 23 

Modern Studies (Code XCMF) Page 24 

RMPS (Code XREF) Page 24 

 

Technologies 

Administration & IT (Code TAIF) Page 26 

Computing Science (Code TCIF) Page 26 

Design and Manufacture (Code TDMF) Page 27 

Graphic Communication (Code TGCF) Page 26 

Practical Woodworking (Code TPWF) Page 27 

Health & Food Technology (THFF) Page 28 

 

Science 

Biology (Code SBIF) Page 18 

Chemistry (Code SCHF) Page 18 

Physics: (Code SPHF) Page 19 

In addition, the following two courses, that are not available in Core Time, are available in our 
Options Column. 
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Subject: Practical cookery (Code HPCF) 

This course will be delivered as an introduction to the progressive path 
of our practical cookery qualification through from National 3 to 
National 5. 

Course Content 

The students will experience content from the three mandatory units: 

Cookery skills, Techniques and Processes 

This introduces students to all the practical skills and techniques required to create a variety of dishes 
e.g. cuts of vegetables, cookery terms, piping and garnishes. The students will cook set dishes to 
develop their understanding and skill level to achieve an exceptionally high standard of presentation. 

Understanding and using ingredients 

This introduces students to current food issues around sourcing sustainable foods, recognising local & 
seasonal produce and using it in creating their dishes. 

Organisational Skills for cooking 

Students will be challenged while undertaking practical activities to develop their time management, 
literacy & numeracy, organisational, evaluation and reflective skills. 

Practical tasks – students will cook every week to help 
build their skills & consolidate their learning. 

There is a cost attached to this course which makes a 
small contribution to the food costs and containers for 
transporting dishes home.  The course will involve both 
theory and practical tasks. 

 
 

Practical Metalworking (Code TPMF) 

The Practical Metalworking course is a workshop based course where students will develop a range of 
practical metalworking skills, practical creativity and problem solving. Learners develop understanding 
of safe working practices in a workshop environment, and awareness of sustainability issues in a 
practical metalworking context. 

Through this, they develop skills, knowledge and understanding of:  

 metalworking techniques  

 welding and plasma cutting 

 measuring and marking out metal sections and sheet materials  

 safe working practices in workshop environments  

 practical creativity and problem-solving skills  

 sustainability issues in a practical metalworking context 

Please note that there is a cost associated with CDT courses. 
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Learning Opportunities beyond Core Time and Options Courses 

 

Students have additional opportunities.  Further detail about those opportunities will be provided 
after the Easter Break, and these courses are described below: 

 

Course Title:  Tots and Teens                Length of Course:  13 weeks 
 

Tots and Teens is a playgroup which has dedicated space in Preston Lodge High School.  It is supported 
by the school and students, some of whom will be involved in the day to day running of the playgroup. 

There are two very experienced and qualified childcare practitioners who will be managing the 
playgroup on a day to day basis.  The playgroup and staff within it will, work alongside school staff and 
mentor students to provide the highest standards of care, and a broad range of play experiences and 
opportunities for the children.  This is an opportunity for those interested in childcare or child 
development in general.  A certificate of attendance is awarded from ELC. 

There are limited spaces—18 students over the year. Each student will spend one afternoon per week 
in the playgroup. 
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East Lothian Works Vocational Opportunities (Schools) 

 

The following courses offer an opportunity to learn and develop social and 
practical skills which will help you to gain employment, training, university or a 
place at college. Some of the benefits of participating in these opportunities 
include the chance to meet students from other schools and learn out with a 
formal school setting. 

 East Lothian Works is East Lothian Council’s employability hub that offers a range of 
vocational opportunities for pupils from S2-S3.  Please refer to the individual course 
information for further details. 

 The programmes are designed to support and encourage young people to challenge their 
talent, enthusiasm and energy by offering a wide range of opportunities. 

 Courses will only run with viable numbers 

 Please note pupils may participate in only one ‘engagement offer’ course as part of their 
curriculum at any one time. 

 All pupils should ensure they have a Young Scot Card in advance of the course 
commencing (we may not use public transport for prevoc but pupils will need the card if 
they do an SCP course in Senior Phase, so good to have the in prep for the future). 

The information regarding these courses was accurate at the time of compilation but is subject to change 
throughout the year . 

 

Timetable 2021/22 

At the time of writing East Lothian Works have been unable to confirm their vocational 
opportunities, due to the covid-19 situation. However, we have included last year’s offer to provide 
a flavour of what they do! 

Notes for Students 

All of the programmes are designed to make it more likely for you to get a job, training place or a place 
at college or university. 

All of the programmes have a day and time written down but this might change depending on how 
many people apply for the course. 

Any travel you have to do to get to and from the programme will be paid by East Lothian Council.   

If you want to apply, you will have to take time out of school to do the course and keep up to date 
with the school work you have missed.   

When you are out of school you must remember that you are representing the school and should 
present yourself maturely.  

All programmes have limited places so you must complete an application form and have a parental 
consent form signed.    
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If you are interested in any course, please ask your guidance teacher for an application form.  The 
teacher will also have to make a referral on your behalf by completing a referral form. 

Referral Process 

The referral process has two elements: 

 Electronic Referral Form to be submitted by Guidance Staff 

 Pupil Application Form to be completed by both the student and their parent/guardian 

The referral forms will be emailed out to all guidance staff soon and must be completed electronically 
and e-mailed back to sender.  In addition, to the completed electronic referral you must also submit a 
completed Pupil Application which incorporates the required consent forms.  Any application form 
submitted without consent will not be accepted. 

 Referral Criteria 

  Should be able to attend 100% of the programme 

  Have potential to be able to work in a group 

  Have potential to travel independently to work experience    

  placement/training venue 

  Have potential to sustain a work experience placement (where applicable) 

  Should be able to display appropriate behaviour in a work experience  

  placement/training venue 

  All pupils will be expected to sign the Code of Conduct Agreement Form 

 

Last year’s offer: 

 

 

‘Boom Bap’ music has been designed to work with students who would like to build their confidence 
and their self-esteem. The course allows young people to experience and learn about: 

 Hip-hop and electronic music production (although all musical tastes can be 
accommodated) 

 Mixing, developing, rhythm, time, and phrasing of music 

 DJ and scratching, featuring chopping, cutting, sampling, and recording 

 Storytelling/expression through rapping and song writing 

 Recording, mixing, and mastering a track 

Entry Requirements: An interest in music and a desire to build confidence 
Location: To be determined 
Dates and Times: Fridays, 9.30am-12.30pm, April-June 

 

 

‘Boom Bap’ Music 
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Girls Allowed aims to support female students in their transition from school to work, further education, 
or training. 

The programme is part-based at Jacqui Burke’s Fashion School in Dunbar, where the focus will be around 
the students designing, making, styling, and showcasing their finished garments. 

Students are encouraged to keep a scrapbook or portfolio from the beginning to end of the course which 
will include their inspirations as well as evidence of designing and making their creations. Photographs of 
work in progress can be used to promote their work. 

At the end of the programme the students will have the opportunity to showcase their work by 
participating in a photo shoot where they will learn how to catwalk, model, and promote made-to-
measure garments and receive input from students at Edinburgh College who are studying Photography 
and Make-Up Artistry. 

Entry Requirements: Students who want to improve their confidence and have an interest in fashion  
Location: Dunbar and various locations throughout East Lothian 
Dates and Times: Full day on Wednesdays 

 

 
 

This course covers some of the basic skills that cover hairdressing and beauty. Students will have the 
opportunity to enhance their employability prospects by gaining hands-on experience within this 
industry. 

Students wishing to get involved must have a real passion for the hair and beauty industry, and must be 
looking to gain hands-on experience within this sector. 

Entry Requirements: S3 students interested in the hairdressing and beauty industry  
Location: Milton Road Campus 
Dates and Times: Fridays, 8am-3.15pm 
*An Edinburgh College application form must be completed 
**A reasonable adjustment form must be completed where necessary 

 

 
 

Introduction to Boxing and Mai-Tai aims to give young people the chance to take part in a non-contact 
form of Olympic style boxing. 

The course is aimed at S2 pupils moving into S3. The programme will focus on combining physical 
exercise, nutrition, and positive behaviours, but most of all, it focuses on fun. 

Pupils will learn how to use various types of equipment safely within the gym and may have the 
opportunity to spar with the coach. Working individually and in groups, team work and self-discipline will 
be the focus of this programme. 

Girls Allowed 

Introduction to Hairdressing and Beauty (NPA Level 4) 

Introduction to Boxing and Mai-Tai 
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Entry Requirements: S2 students moving into S3 who have an interest in boxing and health 
Location: To be determined 
Dates and Times: Thursday mornings starting in January 
 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to Uniformed Services is a 10 week programme designed to give S3 pupils the 
opportunity to experience what it is like to work in a uniformed services role. Each service has planned 
sessions that will give students an insight into the roles and responsibilities required for various jobs 
within this sector. 

There will be practical sessions for students to get involved in, and they will have the opportunity to 
ask questions about entry requirements, career prospects, and how to get involved in the industry. 

Entry Requirements: An interest in the Uniformed Services industry 
Location: Various locations throughout East Lothian 
Dates and Times: Wednesdays, 9.30am-1pm, August-November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Musical Theatre ‘Stars in our Eyes’ programme is designed to work with students who wish to 
build their confidence and their self-esteem. 

The course is delivered by KIC Dance Company, and aims to build on: 

 Individual skills and talents 

 Confidence and self-esteem 

 Team work 

Working together, students will incorporate a mix of drama, dance, and singing to plan and take part 
in a unique musical. Through the sessions, they will work together to create a showcase of their hard 

Introduction to Uniformed Services 

Musical Theatre ‘Stars in our Eyes’ 
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work to show what they have learnt. Pupils will have the opportunity to gain a National Level 2 
qualification, and assist in production work for a theatre company. 

Entry Requirements: An interest in musical theatre and a desire to build confidence 
Location: Musselburgh East Community Learning Centre 
Dates and Times: Wednesdays, 9am-12.30pm, January-June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Delivered by Edinburgh College, this course is for pupils who are interested in gaining an 
understanding of cooking techniques and skills, as well as health and hygiene in a kitchen 
environment. 

Entry Requirements: An interest in the hospitality sector and a commitment to attending on a Friday 
until 2.30pm 
Location: East Lothian based 
Dates and Times: Fridays 9am-2.30pm, August-March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pre-Vocational Cookery (NPA Level 3) 



 

Page 37 

Appendix 1: Our New S4-6 Curriculum 
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S1 

All students experience learning in each of the seven curricular areas. 

Students elect to participate in one of our 'Schools Of'. Further details available in February. 

Learning Skills (pink bar) incorporated into S1 Social Studies course. 

S2 

Students continue to experience learning in all curricular areas. 

Students continue to personalise their learning in two periods of 'Schools of'. 

Learning Skills incorporated into 'Schools Of' programme. 

S3 

Students continue learning in Maths, English, and choose in all other curricular areas 

Students make a choice of one further subject in our Options column. 

Students continue participation in two periods of 'Schools Of'. 

S4 

Students completely personalise their learning by selecting seven subjects at National 4 or National 5 
level (4 periods per week). 

These courses are also available to S5 and S6 students. 

All students continue to learn in core subjects (PE, RE and SE).  

S5  

Students may study up to 5 subjects at Higher level (6 periods per week). 

Students may also select National 4 or 5 qualifications (4 periods per week). 

All students also participate in core SE and an S5 meeting. 

S6 

Students may study post-Higher qualifications (6 periods per week). 

Students may also select National 4/5 courses (4 periods per week) or Higher courses (6 periods per 
week). 

S6 students also participate in core SE and an S6 meeting. 

S4/5/6 

All students may participate in the Wider Achievement Opportunities programme (WAO), which 
provides a broad set of learning opportunities through college courses, foundation apprenticeships 
and vocational learning. 

Participation in one of these programmes counts as one curricular choice for such students, replacing 
one of their subject choices. 
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Abbreviations 

CDT: Craft, Design & Technology           

Eng: English                                                               

Exp Arts: Expressive Arts                                 

Geog: Geography                                                 

HE: Home Economics                                          

Hist: History                                                                                        

IT: Information Technology    

Lit: Literacy                      

LS: Learning Skills 

MFL: Modern Languages 

Mod St: Modern Studies 

Mus: Music 

Nat4/5: SQA National 4/5 level 

Num: Numeracy 

PE: Physical Education 

RE: Religious Education 

Sci: Science 

SE: Social Education 

SO: School Of 

Soc St: Social Studies 

WAO: Wider Achievement Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 41 

Appendix 2:  How does S4-6 work at Preston Lodge? 

Introduction 
 
Each East Lothian secondary school is adopting a different approach to the S4-6 curriculum to meet 
the needs of their students.  At Preston Lodge High School each student studies five to seven 
qualifications in S4-6.   

 

What SQA qualifications are offered? 

National 3/4/5s are the new qualifications that have replaced Standard Grade and Intermediate 
qualifications.  Each National 4 or 5 course has 120 notional study hours attached to it.  These study 
hours encompass in-school and out-of-school learning.   

New National Qualifications started in August 2013, and our certificated courses open to S4-6 students 
in session 2019/20 will be as follows: 

In addition, National Progression Awards (NPAs) are now available in a number of areas of our Senior 
Phase.  These are qualifications that are aimed at assessing a defined set of skills and knowledge in 
specialist vocational areas. 

Youth Achievement Awards are also offered.  These awards offer formal recognition and 
accreditation for young people’s achievements in a wide variety of areas. 

National Qualification Detail 

National 3 Broadly equivalent to the old Access 3, these courses have no end-of-
year examination and student achievement is judged through ongoing 
in-school assessment. 

National 4 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade General level or 
Intermediate 1, these courses have no end-of-year examination and 
student achievement is judged through ongoing in-school assessment. 

National 5 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade Credit level or 
Intermediate 2.  There is an end of course examination at this level. 

Higher In session 2019-20 S4 students may embark on year one of a two year 
Higher in some subjects, whilst others may wait until S5 before 
embarking on a Higher course. 

Advanced Higher For students who have passed a subject at Higher level. 



 

  Page 42 

Further detail on both of these new qualifications is contained in our Senior Phase booklet. 

There has been much debate across Scotland about the right “curricular model” that schools should 
adopt.  We have been charged with developing the model that we think best meets the needs of 
young people at Preston Lodge High School.  It is our firm conviction that an S1-3 Broad General 
Education followed by an integrated three year Senior Phase best allows Preston Lodge High School to 
meet the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence and the needs of our students.  You may have 
seen this model described as “3+3” in the national press.   

We currently have a fully integrated S4-6 Senior Phase where classes comprise S4, S5 and S6 students 
sitting National 4s, 5s, Highers or Advanced Highers.  Each course is a one year experience. 

 

How will my child achieve their best in Senior Phase courses? 

Our S1-3 Broad General Education will provide students with many experiences and outcomes that will 
prepare them well for the rigours of S4 courses.  Indeed, by the end of S3 many young people will have 
already encountered work of an equivalent nature to National 4 or National 5.  This means that 
students will be well prepared for the Senior Phase.  We are confident that our Broad General 
Education better prepares students for formal SQA assessments in S4-6 than our old S1-3  curriculum. 

 

How did Preston Lodge High School design the S4-6 programme? 

 Our S1-3 Broad General Education has provided breadth.  Specialisation in S4-6 is now more 
appropriate and many students already know exactly what they hope to do and can start to 
focus in on that work.   

 Greater time in each subject chosen will allow for richer learning, more practical experiences and 
a greater consolidation of course content than if the three hours per subject per week which S3 
offered.  

 S4-6 students have 120 in-school study hours per subject which supports improved attainment 
levels within each subject for each student.   
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Appendix 3: Pathways through our S4-6 curriculum 
 
In each subject area students can progress through S4-6 in different ways. 

At the end of S3, students are given a “recommendation” for the appropriate level of entry to the 
Senior Phase.  In the sample diagram below the white boxes indicate the range of possible 
recommendations for a subject area, and entry points for students moving from S3 to S4. 

The rate at which students progress through a pathway, and the point at which they finish a pathway 
varies from student to student, depending on their skills, interest and planned next steps for after 
school. 

Pathway diagrams for S4-6 in each subject area are currently being finalised, and the full range will be 
available in our Senior Phase Course Choice booklet, being published wb 22 February. 
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Appendix 4: Course Choice Sheet 
 
 


