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What is this Booklet for? 
This booklet is aimed at all S3, S4 and S5 students who intend to return to school for S4, S5 or 

S6 and describes the SQA, and other courses available in 2021–2022.  It should be read in 

conjunction with our Making Choices booklet, which explains in more detail the process of how 

best to decide what to do next year. 

 

What SQA Levels do we offer? 

National Qualification 
 

Detail 

National 3 Broadly equivalent to the old Access 3, these courses have no end-
of-year examination and student achievement is judged through 
ongoing in-school assessment. 

 

National 4 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade General level or 
Intermediate 1, these courses have no end-of-year examination 
and student achievement is judged through ongoing in-school 
assessment.  These courses have four periods of in-class study per 
week. 

 

National 5 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade Credit level or 
Intermediate 2.  There is an end-of course examination at this level.  
These courses have four periods of in-class study per week  

 

Higher These courses are suitable for students who have achieved an A, B 
or C at National 5.  Some Higher courses are appropriate as new 
subjects for students with a proven record of attainment.  Subjects 
may request a higher level of qualification than these baseline 
qualifications.  Such higher expectations will be based on SQA 
advice regarding pass rates.  Higher courses will have six periods of 
in-class study per week. 

  

Advanced Higher (as a 
Post-Higher option) 

These courses are suitable for students who have obtained good 
Higher grade passes and who intend to progress to Higher 
Education courses.  Many Advanced Higher courses run for only 2 
or 3 periods per week and time allocations are based on staffing 
and student uptake. 

 

 

  



 
 

New types of courses available 
 
In a number of our curricular areas it is now possible to select subjects that are not traditional 
SQA qualifications. There are three main types of courses available: 
 
 
Foundation Apprenticeships 
 
Foundation Apprenticeships are two-year programmes available to all S4 and S5 students, 

subject to entry requirements. The programmes combine a classroom and workplace approach 

to learning, where students work closely and build relationships with leading employers from 

thriving industries. This enables students to gain valuable work experience, and achieve a SCQF 

level 6 (Higher) qualification while still in school. Four Foundation Apprenticeships are available 

in East Lothian, and more are available at Edinburgh College.  Students opting for these courses 

will travel on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon to participate in the course. 

 

Foundation Apprenticeships in East Lothian are available as follows: 

 Scientific Technologies (Dunbar Grammar School) 

 Social Services, Children and Young People (Community Setting with outsourced training 

provider) 

 Accountancy (North Berwick High School) 

 Business Skills (Musselburgh Grammar School) 

 
 
National Progression Awards 
 
National Progression Awards (NPAs) are short, flexible courses that assess a defined set of skills 

and knowledge in specialist vocational areas. 

 

They are available at SCQF levels 2 to 6 and some are often a very positive learning pathway for 

students who have achieved at National 4 level but who are not yet ready to achieve a full 

National 5 qualification. 

 
 
Youth Achievement Awards 
 
Youth Achievement Awards are based upon the level of responsibility a young person takes 

within a number of 'challenges'. A challenge is defined as an activity that a young person 

intends to do which is either new to them or builds upon their previous achievements. Young 

people choose their challenges, and there are four levels of Youth Achievement Awards – 

Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum. We offer silver and platinum awards in S4 to S6 with further 

detail at the end of this booklet, just before the appendices. 

 



 
 

Post-Higher Provision 

Throughout this booklet you will find reference to Advanced Highers in various subjects. Each 

descriptor of Advanced Higher provides an idea of the kind of experience that a student can 

expect in a particular subject. However, a much greater variety of post-higher study options 

now exist for our students, most noticeably Open University courses, which are fully described 

in Appendix 4. 

As usual, Advanced Higher courses will only run where good student numbers exist. Where 

good numbers do exist, or where a student has a more specific interest in a particular area, the 

Open University courses, or various other post-higher opportunities may provide the most 

positive way forward. 

Our commitment is to ensure that students can progress their learning in particular subjects to 

best prepare them for next steps. 

 

Progression Pathways 

For each curriculum area/subject a progression pathway has been provided. This diagram 

shows the possible routes that a student may take through the various course offerings in a 

subject area. Students entering S4 will normally start their learning experience in that subject 

area in a white box, whereas S4 and S5 students making choices in that subject will sometimes 

already be have progressed to a shaded box and be making next steps decisions from there. 

An example of a progression pathway is detailed below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Availability of Courses 

All courses and options described in this booklet are subject to staffing capacity and student 

uptake.   For all courses at National 3 to Higher level the minimum class size allowing a course 

to run is 10 students. 

 

Changes to Courses 

Covid’s impact on education means that all course descriptions in this booklet are subject to 

change between now and summer 2021. 

The descriptions in this booklet are based on course structures in existence just now. Although 

alterations are possible, the essential content of courses described in this booklet will remain 

similar in structure. 

 

Wider Achievement Opportunities 

A number of fantastic learning opportunities are available beyond our own school building, and 

these are detailed in this booklet. 

East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeships are courses available in other East Lothian settings, 

including schools. These are detailed under each curricular area, as part of the choices available 

in that part of our curriculum, and they are also detailed in Appendix 1. 

Edinburgh College Foundation Apprenticeships and Edinburgh College courses are also detailed 

in Appendix 1.  

Finally, East Lothian Works learning opportunities are also detailed in Appendix 1. 

A separate information evening will take place in March, and share further detail with students 

and their families. We will advise S3-5 students about this event when a slot has been 

confirmed. 

  



 
 

Courses 

Contents  

Curricular Area – Expressive Arts 

Subjects Progression Pathways in Art and Design 1 
 Art and Design National 3/4 and SCQF units at levels 3/4/5 2 
 Art and Design National 5 3 
 Art and Design Higher 4 
 Post-Higher Provision: Art and Design Advanced Higher 6 
 Post Higher Provision: Portfolio Art Studies 7 
 NPA Photography 8 
   

 Progression Pathways in Drama 9 
 Drama National 3/4 and SCQF units at Levels 3/4/5 10 
 Drama National 5 11 
 Drama Higher 12 
   

 Progression Pathways in Music 13 
 Music Performing on One Instrument or Voice (SCQF Levels 

3/4/5/6/7) 
14 

 Music National 3/4 and SCQF units at levels 3/4/5 15 
 Music National 5 16 
 Music Technology National 4/5  17 
 Music Higher 18 
 Music Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher 19 

 

Curricular Area – Health and Wellbeing 

Subjects Progression Pathways in Health and Wellbeing 20 
 Practical Cookery National 3/4 - 1 year course 21 
 Practical Cookery National 5 22 
 Health and Food Technology National 4/5/Higher 23 
 Practical Cake Craft National 5 24 
 Progression Pathways in Physical Education 25 
 Physical Education National 4 26 
 Physical Education National 5 27 
 Physical Education Higher 28 

 

Curricular Area – Humanities 

Subjects Progression Pathways in Geography 29 
 Geography National 4&5 30 
 Geography Higher 32 
 Post-Higher Provision: Geography Advanced Higher 33 
   

 Progression Pathways in History 34 
 History National 4&5 35 
 History Higher 36 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher History 37 
   
   

 Progression Pathways in Modern Studies 38 



 
 

 Modern Studies National 4 or 5 39 
 Modern Studies Higher 41 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Modern Studies 42 
   

 Progression Pathways in Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies 43 
 Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies National 4/5 44 
 Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies Higher 46 
 Post Higher Provision: Advanced Higher RMPS 47 

 

Curricular Area – Languages 

Subjects Progression Pathways in English 48 
 English National 3 49 
 English National 4 50 
 English National 5 51 
 English Higher 52 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher English 53 
   

 Progression Pathways in French and German 54 
 French National 4/5  55 
 French Higher 56 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher French 57 
 German National 4/5 58 

 

Curricular Area – Numeracy 

Subjects Progression Pathways in Numeracy 59 
 Applications of Mathematics National 3/4 61 
 Mathematics National 4 + National 5 Numeracy 62 
 Mathematics National 5 3 Units 63 
 Mathematics National 5  64 
 Applications of Mathematics National 5 from June 2021 only 65 
 Mathematics Higher 66 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Mathematics 67 

 

Curricular Area – Science 

Subjects Progression Pathways in Science 68 
 NPA4 in Science and Technology 70 
 National 4 Biology/Chemistry (S5/6) 71 
 National 5 Biology/Chemistry/Physics 72 
 National 5 Laboratory Skills (S5/6) 74 
 National 5 Environmental Science (S5/6) 75 
 Higher Biology/Human Biology/Chemistry/Physics (S5/6) 76 
 East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies 79 
 East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies 

Direct Entry (S6 pupils only) 
80 

 

Curricular Area – Technologies  

Subjects Progression Pathways in Administration and Business Management 81 
 Administration and IT National 4 82 
 Administration and IT National 5  83 



 
 

 Administration and IT Higher 84 
 Business National 4 86 
 Business National 5 87 
 Business Management Higher 89 
 East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills 91 
 East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship in Accountancy    92 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Business Management 93 
   

 Progression Pathways in Computing Science 95 
 Digital Literacy NPA Level 3 96 
 Computing Science National 4 97 
 Computing Science National 5 98 
 Computing Science Higher 100 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Computing Science 102 
   

 Progression Pathways in CDT Subjects 104 
 Design and Manufacture National 4 and 5 105 
 Design and Manufacture Higher 107 
   

 Graphic Communication National 4 109 
 Graphic Communication National 5 110 
 Graphic Communication Higher 112 
 Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 114 
   

 Practical Craft Skills National 3 117 
 Practical Woodworking National 4 and National 5 118 
 Practical Metalworking National 5 120 
   

School Courses 
 Progression Pathways in Youth Achievement Awards 122 
 Youth Achievement Award – Silver Level 

Youth Achievement Award – Platinum Level (S5/6 only) 
123 
124 

 Social Education 125 
   

Appendix 
 

  

 Appendix 1  Vocational Opportunities Course Prospectus 2020-21 
Appendix 2 Open University YASS Modules 2020-21                                        
 

126 
127 

 

ALL COURSES AND LEVELS ARE OFFERED SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF SUITABLE STAFFING, 

ACCOMMODATION AND BUDGET.
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Expressive Arts 

Progression Pathways in Art and Design 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area: Expressive Arts 

Subject: Art and Design National 3/4 and SCQF units at levels 3/4/5 

 

Course Aims: 

The aim of the course is to provide a broad practical experience of art and design. Learners 

will have the opportunity to use a variety of art materials, techniques and processes to 

express their thoughts, observations and feelings and to solve problems through design.  

Pupils are encouraged through personalisation and choice to develop creativity; problem solving and 

independent thinking. 

 

Course Content 

The course contains three activities: 

Expressive Activity 

Pupils are supported to express a point of view or feeling by using art materials to create outcomes 

which reflect the learner’s choices, thoughts and experiences in response to a theme. 

The pupils will improve and develop a range of skills, awareness of processes and the working methods 

of contemporary and historical artists. 

Design Activity 

Working from a design brief, pupils will use similar methods to professional designers.  They will learn to 

analyse the needs of the end user and to provide appropriate and practical solutions to the given 

problem. 

Critical Activity 

Pupils will learn to respond to artists’ and designers’ work through discussion, analysis, evaluation and 

reflection.  They will be required to form opinions and express their personal views using appropriate 

terminology. 

 

Course Assessment 

At the end of the course the learners present a sequenced folio of work which is checked against 

evidence requirements set by SQA.  The learner is deemed to have passed or failed the course at this 

point. The folio is assessed using SQA standards by Preston Lodge HS art staff. There is no written or 

formal external exam for this level.  
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Art and Design National 5 
 

Recommended previous experience: National 4 Art & Design; Completed S3 

Art & Design core course; National 4 English 

Course Aims: 

The aim of the course is to provide an in-depth and more personalised experience of art and design. 

Learners will have the opportunity to use a variety of art materials, techniques and processes to express 

their thoughts, observations and feelings and to solve problems through design. They will be taught 

several new techniques which they can then tailor to their own interests and outcomes.  Pupils are 

encouraged through personalisation and choice to develop creativity; problem solving and independent 

thinking.  They will be encouraged to understand the social and cultural impact of art and design in 

historical and contemporary practice.  The National 5 course structure is set by the SQA and requires 

pupils to work to deadlines and challenges their organisation, focus and pace.   

Course Content 

The course contains three activities: 

Expressive Activity 

Pupils are supported to express a point of view or feeling by using art materials to create outcomes 

which reflect the learner’s choices, thoughts and experiences in response to a theme. 

The pupils will improve and develop a range of skills, awareness of processes and the working methods 

of contemporary and historical artists. 

Design Activity 

Working from a design brief, pupils will use similar methods to professional designers and work in a 

studio style environment.  They will learn to follow the design process and analyse the needs of the end 

user in order to provide appropriate and practical solutions to the given problem.  Their creativity will 

be demonstrated by their resourceful use of available materials. 

Critical Activity 

Pupils will learn to respond to artists’ and designers’ work through discussion, analysis, evaluation and 

reflection.  Homework is expected to be completed to assess pupils’ understanding and literacy skills.  

They will be required to form opinions and express their personal views using appropriate terminology.  

Pupils will learn to analyse images and objects through writing in class in essay format. 

Course Assessment 

At the end of the course the learners present two sequenced folios of work which are checked against 

evidence requirements set by SQA.  The folios are externally assessed by the exam board.  There is a 

written prelim and exam for this level. 

Marks:  Expressive Activity 100, Design Activity 100 and Written Exam 50 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject:  Art and Design Higher 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Art and Design; 

National 5 English 

Aims of the Course 

Art and Design promotes aesthetic understanding, visual 

awareness, knowledge and appreciation. It encourages students to use a range of media to understand, 

appreciate and respond to their world in a creative way.   It promotes imagination, innovation and 

enterprise, and encourages self-reliance, resourcefulness, resilience, initiative, problem solving and the 

development of personal opinions. 

 

Course Content 

The course contains three activities: 

Design Activity 

Devise a personalised, commercial design brief. 

Investigate and gather knowledge and appropriate skills. 

Identify possibilities and problems and consider appropriate solutions. 

Follow the design process through a single line of enquiry. 

Present a final outcome. 

Evaluate the process and outcome. 

 

Expressive Activity 

Identify a theme or area of personal interest.  

Investigate subject matter, media-handling and concepts. 

Experiment with materials and composition ideas through workshops. 

Follow a process through a single line of enquiry. 

Produce a finished piece in response to personal theme/title. 

 

Critical Activity 

Pupils will learn to respond to artists’ and designers’ work through discussion, analysis, evaluation and 

reflection.  Homework is expected to be completed to assess pupils’ understanding and literacy skills.  
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They will be required to form opinions and express their personal views using appropriate terminology.  

Pupils will learn to analyse images and objects through writing in class in essay format. 

 

Course Assessment 

At the end of the course the learners present two sequenced folios of work which are checked against 

evidence requirements set by SQA.  The folios are externally assessed by the exam board.  There is a 

written prelim and exam for this level. 

 

Marks:  Expressive Activity 100, Design Activity 100 and Written Exam 60 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision:  Art and Design Advanced Higher 
 

Recommended previous experience: Higher Art and Design A or B or by 

consultation with Art staff 

 

Aims of the Course 

Art and Design promotes aesthetic understanding, visual awareness, knowledge and appreciation. It 

encourages students to use a range of media to understand, appreciate and respond to their world in a 

creative way.   It promotes imagination, innovation and enterprise, and encourages self-reliance, 

resourcefulness, resilience, initiative, problem solving and the development of personal opinions.  At 

Advanced Higher level pupils must be able to drive their own ideas and work self-sufficiently in a studio-

based environment.  They will have guidance and be facilitated by art staff however are required to be 

independent in their ideas and production of work. 

 

Course Content 

Pupils choose one discipline from two options: expressive or design folio.  They are expected to produce 

between 8 and 16 A1 sheets of work to be submitted for assessment.  They will work in a wide variety of 

media and are encouraged to use sketchbooks for personal planning and collecting ideas.  Larger scale 

work is encouraged.   

Pupils must also complete a contextual analysis: a piece of written work (max. 2000 words) on a chosen 

practitioner.  Pupils will also evaluate their own folios. 

 

Course Assessment 

100 marks in total – 64 for practical folio work, 6 for evaluation, 30 for contextual analysis. 

All work is externally assessed. 

 

General Comments 

Creativity is the focus, as is communicating thoughts and ideas using a range of techniques. 

Pupils are encouraged to research art in context to their theme e.g. by looking at the way other artists 

do things to get ideas.  They can look beyond visual artists e.g. photographers, writers and musicians.  

They should also consider how artists make their work – what drives them, where they get ideas, how 

they turn that idea into something personal that communicates with a viewer.   

Pupils will be given guidance and deadlines to follow.  Pupils should be spending at least ten hours a 

week on Advanced Higher course work.  
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision:  Portfolio Art Studies  
 

Recommended previous experience: By negotiation with the Art & 

Design department. Usually Higher Art and Design Grade A, B or C. 

 

Aims of the Course 

To build a portfolio of work for entrance to colleges of Art, and Art based careers in general which 

require practical evidence of student’s ability. 

 

Course Content 

A holistic approach to the student, building on strength and our knowledge of the further education 

requirements in the subject. Students often naturally evolve towards Advanced Higher. 

 

Course Assessment 

Continuous and internal. 

 

General Comments 

This is an exam free course designed to extend the range of skills and subject matter offering the 

student a range of art activities under the guidance of the art staff.  This is a course for students building 

a portfolio for entrance to colleges of art, further education and art based careers in general. 

Students should expect to devote as much available time as possible to the portfolio as college entry is 

uniquely based on the quality of work and evidence of development shown.  Good Higher certificates 

will get the application accepted by a college.   A good portfolio is essential for entry; the practical work 

is the real evidence of ability. 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj_8NiLg97fAhVFThoKHeq1BkkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.gograph.com/vector-clip-art/art-easel.html&psig=AOvVaw3LFQhgbgKVLRe8zF0JlEoJ&ust=1547031361969435
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject:  NPA Photography 

 

Recommended previous experience: SCQF Level 4/5 

 

Aims of the Course 

 Develop understanding of photography in everyday use.  

 Develop understanding of the creative processes involved within photography/creative media. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of practical skills when working with photographs  

 Develop understanding of how to create good images when photographing people and places. 

 Develop critical thinking skills and encourage seeking peer/tutor feedback to inform practices.  

 Increase an understanding of current developments within photography.  
 

Course Content 

Understanding Photography  

Photographing People  

Photographing Places  

Working with Photographs  

 camera operations  

 camera care  

 camera handling  

 tutorials and practical demonstrations  

 simple concepts, eg lighting, lighting composition and framing  

 reviewing the work of prominent photographers and their work  

 capturing good images  

 making simple adjustments and enhancements to images  

 editing and presentation  

 storing photographs  

 outputs, eg print online, mobile applications  

 folio work  

 exhibition work  

 

General Comments 

This course is essential for those who wish to consider photography at a Higher level. Students should 

have access to a camera in order to opt for this course. Where this causes difficulties please see Mr 

Bishop or a member of the Art Department. 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix67nWgt7fAhUox4UKHTcTAwYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://auction.catawiki.com/kavels/21582709-old-camera-pentax-me-%2B-zoom-lens-sigma-4-5-6-70-210mm&psig=AOvVaw1nuxEBh3GXR-RYirRtN0KJ&ust=1547031246330304
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Expressive Arts 

Progression Pathways in Drama 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Drama National 3/4 and SCQF units at Levels 3/4/5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aim of the courses is to provide opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and presenting 

drama. These courses focus on the development and use of a range of drama skills and production skills 

to present drama. 

 

Course Content 

Drama Skills: The aim of this Unit is to provide learners with the skills and knowledge to create and 

present drama through the exploration and use of drama skills. Learners will respond to stimuli, 

generate ideas and use drama skills to portray character. Learners will explore the social and cultural 

influences on drama. They will learn how to reflect on their use of drama skills and the drama skills of 

others. 

Production Skills: The general aim of this Unit is to provide learners with knowledge of production skills. 

They will use these skills to enhance drama when presenting. Learners will work with others in the 

following production areas: acting, lighting, sound, costume, props and make- up. They will learn how to 

reflect on their progress and that of other learners. 

Performance Added Value Unit: The aim of this Unit is to enable the learner to provide evidence of 

added value for the National 4 Drama Course through the successful completion of a performance 

which will allow the learner to demonstrate application and challenge. 

 

Course Assessment 

Prepare for, participate in and reflect on a drama performance in a selected role. A formal evaluation 

will be carried out by the pupils which shows their ability to identify strengths and areas of 

improvement. Internally assessed and moderated by the SQA. 

Prepare a portfolio and work through associated assignments. Internally assessed and moderated by the 

SQA. 

 

National 3/4 only 

Performance Added Value Unit: The aim of this Unit is to enable the learner to provide evidence of 

added value for the National 4 Drama Course through the successful completion of a performance 

which will allow the learner to demonstrate application and challenge. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl372i-d3fAhWQRBUIHUcKAGYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://sjshollywood.org/wordpress2/drama/&psig=AOvVaw0HhwY9M65cCwrwhXGOc7iJ&ust=1547028726110172
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Drama National 5 

 

Aims of the Course 

National 5 Drama provides opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and presenting drama. 

This Course focuses on the development and use of a range of drama skills and production skills to 

present drama. 

 

Course Content 

Drama Skills: The aim of this unit is to provide learners with the skills and knowledge to create and 

present dram through the exploration and use of drama skills. Learners will respond to stimuli, generate 

ideas and use drama skills to portray character. Learners will explore the social and cultural influences 

on drama. They will learn how to reflect on their use of drama skills and the drama skills of others. 

Production Skills: The general aim of this unit is to provide learners with knowledge of production skills. 

They will use these skills to enhance drama when presenting. Learners will work with others in the 

following production areas: acting, lighting, sound, costume, props and make-up. They will learn how to 

reflect on their progress and that of other learners. 

Course Assessment 

Prepare for, participate in and reflect on a drama performance in a selected role (externally assessed by 

SQA). A formal evaluation will be carried out by the pupils which show their ability to identify strengths 

and areas of improvement. 

Question paper externally assessed by SQA. 

Prepare a portfolio and work through associated assignments. Internally assessed and moderated by 

SQA. 

 

General Comments 

Students will also be required to complete the Performance Added Value Unit (National 4). Should a 

candidate fail to pass the external examinations at National 5 then on completion of the added value 

unit a National 4 course award will be awarded.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.facebook.com/TheDramaDuo/&psig=AOvVaw0HhwY9M65cCwrwhXGOc7iJ&ust=1547028726110172
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Drama Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 course award in Drama (Grade A or B) 

Aims of the Course 

Higher drama provides opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and presenting drama.  The 

course focuses on the development and use of complex skills and production skills to present drama.  

The course is practical and experiential.   

The aims of the course are to enable learners to: 

 Generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama 

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of the complex social and cultural influences on drama 

 Develop complex skills in presenting drama 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of complex production skills when presenting drama 

 Explore form, structure, genre and style. 

Course Content 

Drama skills - Learners will respond to text, including stimuli, generate ideas and use complex drama 

skills to portray character.  Learners will explore the social and cultural influences on drama.  They will 

learn how to analyse and evaluate their use of drama skills and the drama skills of others.  

Production Skills -   Learners will work with others in the following production areas:  acting and/or 

design and/or directing.  They will learn how to evaluate their progress and that of other learners.  

Course Assessment 

The course also allows learners additional time for preparation for course assessment. The course 

assessment overs the added value of the course.  

Component 1 – Question Paper     50 marks (40%) 

Component 2 – Performance         60 marks (60%) 

Total Marks                                        100 marks 

 

General Comments 

A requirement of the Higher course requires candidates to experience and evaluate live professional 

theatre.  A minimum of two theatre trips will be scheduled throughout the academic year, which may 

be in the evening.  Section 3 of the Question Paper requires candidates to analyse live theatre.  It is 

therefore essential that candidates attend both of these theatre trips as a minimum throughout the 

academic year.  Learners will also be expected to carry out rehearsals in their own time, particularly as 

they approach their drama Performance in March/April.  Written homework is also an integral part of 

the course.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjDsbvn-t3fAhWFqHEKHRvvBdUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://hantsda.org.uk/drama-and-dyslexia/&psig=AOvVaw0HhwY9M65cCwrwhXGOc7iJ&ust=1547028726110172
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Expressive Arts 

Progression Pathways in Music 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Music: Performing on One Instrument or Voice (SCQF Levels 3/4/5/6/7)  

 

Recommended previous experience: No previous experience required 

 

Aims of the Course 

In this Unit candidates will develop skills in solo instrumental or vocal performance beyond an 

elementary level. They will rehearse a varied programme of music, expand their knowledge of their 

chosen instrument/voice and its repertoire, and present a musical performance. 

 

Course Content 

Pupils will be required to;  

 Carry out an effective music practice routine.  

 Describe music chosen for performance.  

 Perform music in contrasting styles.  

 

Course Assessment 

 Audio or video record of performances. 

 Maintain a diary of progress and next steps. 

 Provide a written or oral programme note based on one piece of music performed. 

 

General Comments 

This course would be particularly suited to students who have a particular strength on one instrument 

only. This course offers a less formal environment to learn and has less focus on Understanding Music or 

Composition 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIrqmFgN7fAhULvxoKHbywAjEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.hca.ac.uk/course/popular-music&psig=AOvVaw0ks1DhE9IgNZKumOEE2KTa&ust=1547029266803871
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 
 
Subject: Music National 3/4 and SCQF units at levels 3/4/5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aim of these courses is to provide a broad practical experience of performing and creating music 

whilst developing the related knowledge and understanding of music. Course activities allow learners to 

work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help learners to plan and organise, to make 

decisions and to take responsibility for own learning. 

 

Potential Course Content 

Performing Skills 
The aim of this Unit is to develop learner’s knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and 
musical literacy. 
 
Understanding Music 
The aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and 
musical literacy.  
 
Composing Skills 
The aim of this Unit is to allow learners to experiment with using a range of compositional methods and 
music concepts in creative ways. 
 

Course Assessment 

Performing Skills 

One or more performances to a teacher or audience over the school year. Internally assessed and 
moderated by the SQA. 

Understanding Music 
Internal assessment of concept and literacy knowledge in May and moderated by the SQA 

Composing Skills 
Internally assessed and moderated by the SQA. 

National 4 only 

Music Performance Added Value Unit 

The aim of this Unit is to enable the learner to provide evidence of added value for the National 4 music 

course. Students will perform an 8 minute programme of music to an assessor. 

 

General Comments 

The minimum standard required in performing skills is equivalent to Associated Board Grade 1 and 2.  
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Music National 5 

 

 

Recommended previous experience; 

National 4 Music or an S3 recommendation for National 5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aim of this course is to provide a broad practical experience of performing and creating music whilst 

developing related knowledge and understanding of music. Course activities allow learners to work 

independently or in collaboration with others, and can help learners to plan and organise, to make 

decisions and to take responsibility for own learning.  

 

Course Content 

Performing skills 

The aim of this Unit is to develop and refine performing skills on two selected instruments, or on one 

instrument and voice.  

Understanding Music 

The aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and 

musical literacy.  

Composing skills 

The aim of this Unit is to allow learners to experiment with using a range of compositional methods and 

music concepts in creative ways  

 

Course Assessment 

Performing skills:  8 minute performance to an external examiner in February/March. 

Understanding Music:  External assessment of concept and literacy knowledge in May. 

Composing skills:  Externally assessed by the SQA. 

 

General Comments 

National 5 Units are also available to students who do not wish to complete the full course.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYzcSk-93fAhUDQBoKHWptCZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.meditationstudioapp.com/music/&psig=AOvVaw0ks1DhE9IgNZKumOEE2KTa&ust=1547029266803871


17 
 

Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Music Technology National 4/5 

Recommended previous experience: 

No previous experience required but S3 option may be of benefit. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aim of this course is to provide a broad range of practical technical skills and creative use of music 

technology while developing their knowledge and understanding of music technology and music 

concepts, form and structures. Music-technology-based activities and tasks undertaken throughout the 

course encourage learners to work independently or in collaboration with others and develop their 

ability to express themselves through music, which supports creativity and independence. The course 

encourages learners to critically reflect on their learning and the quality of their work.  

 

Course Content 

Understanding of 20th and 21st Century Music 

The aim of this unit is to develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st Century styles and 

genres of music, and an understanding of how music technology has influenced and been influenced by 

developments in the 20th and 21st Century.  

Music Technology Skills 

The aim of this unit is to develop a range of skills and techniques related to the creative use of music 

technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. 

Music Technology Contexts 

The aim of this unit is to use music technology skills to capture and manipulate audio and sequenced 

data, and mix down to an audio master in appropriate file format, in a range of contexts such as live 

performance, radio broadcast, sound design for film, audiobooks and computer gaming. 

 

Course Assessment 

Developing an understanding of 20th and 21st Century Music: External assessment of conceptual 

knowledge in May. 

Music Technology Contexts: 2 assignments (each including production plan, completed audio master, 

electronic log/diary & evaluation) to be submitted to the SQA. 

 

General Comments 

A National 4/5 unit for Music Technology in Context is also available to students who do not wish to 

complete the full course.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6_Oyn_N3fAhWG4YUKHYs3DhsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://podtail.com/de/podcasts/in/music/new/&psig=AOvVaw06P04-AXD-qQxv13a80iMc&ust=1547029540646297
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Music Higher 

 

 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Music. Pupils who have not sat National 5 will be 
individually considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Aims of the Course 
The aim of this course is to provide a broad practical experience of performing and creating music whilst 
developing the related knowledge and understanding of music. Course activities allow learners to work 
independently or in collaboration with others, and can help learners to plan and organise, to make 
decisions and to take responsibility for own learning.  
 
Course Content 
 
Performing skills 
The aim of this Unit is to develop and refine performing skills on two selected instruments, or on one 
instrument and voice.  
 
Understanding Music 
The aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and 
musical literacy.  
 
Composing skills 
The aim of this Unit is to allow learners to experiment with using a range of compositional methods and 
music concepts in creative ways. 
 
 
Course Assessment 
 
Performing skills:  12 minute performance to an external examiner in February/March. 
 
Understanding Music:  External assessment of concept and literacy knowledge in May. 
 
Composing skills:  Externally assessed by the SQA. 
 
General Comments 
Higher Units are also available to students who do not wish to complete the full course. 
 
Performing Level - Standard equivalent to Grade IV Associated Board.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiR0-fZ-93fAhXOy4UKHYGGCfgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://e-voice.org.uk/hampstead-music-club/&psig=AOvVaw0ks1DhE9IgNZKumOEE2KTa&ust=1547029266803871
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

Subject: Music Post-Higher Provision:  Advanced Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: Higher Music at Grade A or B 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aim of this course is to provide a broad practical experience of performing and creating. 

Music whilst developing the related knowledge and understanding of music. Course activities allow 

learners to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help learners to plan and 

organise, to make decisions and to take responsibility for own learning.  

 

Course Content 

Performing skills 

The aim of this Unit is to develop and refine performing skills on two selected instruments, or on one 

instrument and voice.  

Understanding Music 

The aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and 

musical literacy.  

Composing skills 

The aim of this Unit is to allow learners to experiment with using a range of compositional methods and 

music concepts in creative ways  

 

Course Assessment 

Performing skills:  18 minute performance to an external examiner in May 

Understanding Music:  External assessment of concept and literacy knowledge in May. 

Composing skills:  Externally assessed by the SQA. 

 

General Comments 

Advanced Higher Units are also available to students who do not wish to complete the full course. 

Performing Level – Standard equivalent to Grade V Associated Board.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjS9vCpgN7fAhVwxoUKHTs3AGQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.sessiontown.com/en/music-games-apps/game-learn-how-to-read-music&psig=AOvVaw0ks1DhE9IgNZKumOEE2KTa&ust=1547029266803871
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Health and Wellbeing 

Progression Pathways in Home Economics 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

Subject: Practical cookery National 3/4 – 1 year course 

Recommended previous experience: Genuine interest in practical cooking 

 
Aims of the Course 

This course aims to develop an understanding of the use and choice of equipment, 

materials, and procedures used in food and the link between food and health; develop good 

organisational skills, and provide a wide experience in all aspects of food to help develop creative and 

aesthetic skills. 

 
Course Content 

The students will study three mandatory units: 

Cookery skills, Techniques and Processes 

This introduces students to all the practical skills and techniques required in the hospitality industry eg 

cuts of vegetables, cookery terms, piping and garnishes. The students will cook set dishes to develop 

their understanding and skill level to achieve an exceptionally high standard of presentation. 

Understanding and using ingredients 

This introduces students to current food issues around sourcing sustainable foods, recognising local & 

seasonal produce and using it in creating their dishes. 

Organisational Skills for cooking 

Students will be challenged while undertaking practical activities to develop their time management, 

literacy & numeracy, organisational, evaluation and reflective skills. 

 
Course Assessment 

National 3/4 - All units will be internally assessed and verified at local 

level, this includes the added value unit. 

 

General Comments 

By undertaking this course students will be able to work at the appropriate pace and level to meet their 

individual needs. 

Students will undertake practical activities for a maximum of two periods per week, supported by 

related theory in the remaining time. 

This course offers a variety of teaching approaches including links to the Hospitality Industry; work with 

local chefs, competition work, plus planning and running a number of catered school events. 

Students must be prepared to pay towards the cost per dish cooked; to help cover the cost of food. 

They may cook two dishes per week. (approx. £45 for the year)  
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

Subject: Practical cookery- National 5  

Recommended previous experience: National 4 practical cookery 

qualification. Studying or achieved National 5 English.  

 
Aims of the Course 

This course aims to further develop and understanding of the use and choice of equipment, materials, 

and procedures used in food and the link between food and health; develop good organisational skills, 

and provide a wide experience in all aspects of food to help develop creative and aesthetic skills. It also 

allows a deeper understanding of the related theory and how this impacts on the preparation methods 

and sourcing of ingredients. This is demonstrated by the students through a written assessment. 

Course Content 

The students will study three mandatory units: 

Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes 

This introduces students to all the practical skills and techniques required in the hospitality industry e.g. 

cuts of vegetables, cookery terms, piping and garnishes. The students will cook set dishes to develop 

their understanding and skill level to achieve an exceptionally high standard of presentation. 

Understanding and using ingredients 

This introduces students to current food issues around sourcing sustainable foods, recognising local & 

seasonal produce and using it in creating their dishes. 

Organisational skills for cooking 

Students will be challenged while undertaking practical activities to develop their time management, 

literacy & numeracy, organisational, evaluation and reflective skills. 

 

Course Assessment 

Planning stage preparation. 

Implementing stage – each student cooking a set three course meal for 4 people. 

This may be externally verified by SQA. 

Written paper.  

 

General Comments 

By undertaking this course students will be able to work at the appropriate pace and level to meet their 

individual needs. They should be working at the same level of English. 

Students will undertake practical activities for a maximum of two periods per week, supported by 

related theory in the remaining time. 

Students must be prepared to pay towards the cost per dish cooked; to help cover the cost of food. 

They may cook two dishes per week. (approx. £45 for the year). This will vary depending on the length 

of the course.  
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

Subject: Health & Food Technology National 4/ 5 / Higher  

Recommended previous experience: either S3 Health & Food or genuine 

interest in food, health & related technology. Equivalent standard of English. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The course will give the students the opportunity to develop and make informed food & consumer 

choices throughout their future regarding their Health & Wellbeing. This will be delivered in an engaging 

and enjoyable manner through practical and experiential learning. By undertaking this course students 

will be able to work at the appropriate pace and level to meet their individual needs. 

 

Course Content 

The students will study three mandatory units: (Note – occasionally through practical activity) 

1. Food Product development 

     Explain how their food products are developed 

     Develop food products to meet specific needs 

2. Food for Health 

     Explain the relationship between food, health and nutrition 

     Make food products to meet dietary needs 

3. Contemporary Food Issues 

     Explain consumer food choices 

     Make food products which take into consideration food choices 

 

Course Assessment 

Assignment – externally assessed. 

Internal written assessment – National 4 

External written exam – National 5 1 hour 50 minutes 

                                            Higher – 2 hours 

 

General Comments 

This course involves a variety of teaching approaches both within and out with school, including 

work/visits with industry partners & visiting speakers. 

Higher Health and Food Technology/Science is acceptable as entry qualification for most university and 

college courses. The experience of Higher would be useful for many professions such as nutrition, 

dietetics, hospitality industry, food technology, child care, nursing, teaching, retail, local government 

and social and environmental health services. 

The Scottish Food and Drink industry will be the largest employer within the next 5 years.  Many 

opportunities exist and will exist in this sector. Students must be prepared to pay towards the cost per 

dish cooked; to help cover the cost of food.  
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

 

Subject: Practical Cake Craft National 5 

 

 

Recommended previous experience: National 4 or 5 Practical Cookery or 

personal portfolio evidence. Studying National 5 English. 

 

 

Aims of the Course 

Practical Cake craft delivers the technical and creative skills and knowledge required to allow 

students to competently bake, cover and decorate a range of cakes to a professional 

standard. Students will be introduced to a range of techniques and encouraged to consider 

shape, texture and colour in order to create unique cake designs. They will develop their 

associated knowledge and demonstrate this through a written assessment. 

 

Course Content 

The course has 2 mandatory units of study:  

 

Cake Baking 

This unit allows students to practise a broad range of techniques and 

processes to bake a range of commercially available cakes and other bake 

goods. 

 

Cake finishing 

The aim of this Unit is to equip students with the ability to creatively finish cakes and other 

baked items. This will involve the use of a range of cake coverings and decorative finishes. 

The diversity in tools and equipment will allow students to be creative and experimental in 

their approach to practical tasks. They will create the plan (externally assessed), carry out 

the activity (may be externally verified) and undertake a written assessment of 45 minute 

duration during the SQA exam diet. 

 

Course Assessment 

Final assignment – planning and implementing 

Short written paper 

 

General Comments 

It offers candidates the opportunities for an integrated, hands-on skill development, with 

exit paths to employment or progression into further and/or Higher education. 

Students must be prepared to pay towards the cost of making the cakes & baked items.  

Approximately £50 for the year. 

  



25 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

Progression Pathways in Physical Education 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

Subject: Physical Education National 4 

 

Recommended previous experience: High kit/effort/attitude record in S3 core PE 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in physical activities.  By engaging in 

physical activities learners can demonstrate initiative in decision making and problem solving. This 

course also encourages learners to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle and the 

contribution physical activity makes to this. 

 

Course Content 

Performance Skills Unit: 

Pupils will demonstrate a range of movement and performance skills in Physical activities. 

Factors Impacting on Performance Unit: 

Pupils will demonstrate: 

Knowledge of factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities 

Develop personal performance in physical activity  

Review the performance development process. 

 

Added Value Unit 

Pupils will prepare for and carry out a performance in a physical activity. 

Course Assessment 

Performance 

The learner will be required to demonstrate movement and performance skills in straightforward 

contexts. 

Factors Impacting on Performance 

The learner will demonstrate knowledge of factors that impact on performance, in physical activities, 

demonstrating that they can monitor, record and reflect on the development of personal performance. 

Added Value 

Learners will integrate, extend and apply skills and knowledge that they have learned through a 

performance to show their ability to prepare for, carry out and reflect on performance in physical 

activity. 

General Comments 

All assessments are pass or fail. 

Pupils will be required to do some home study.  
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Curricular Area:   Health and Wellbeing 

Subject: Physical Education National 5  

 

Recommended previous experience: High kit/effort/behaviour record in S3 pupils will have to agree on 

2 activities that they can pass at National 5 with the PE department. Pupils need to be sitting National 5 

English. 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in physical activities. By engaging in 

practical activities learners can demonstrate initiative, decision making and problem solving. The course 

encourages learners to develop positive attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle and provides opportunities 

to support the way that individual attitudes, values and behaviours are formed. 

 

Course Content 

Physical Education Performance Unit 

Learners will demonstrate a comprehensive range of movements and performance skills in physical 

activities. 

Factors impacting on Performance Unit: 

Learners will be able to: 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of factors that impact on performance in physical activities. 

Develop personal performance in physical activities. 

Evaluate the performance development process. 

 

Course Assessment 

Assessment will be internal and external. 

Performance- 50% (Internally Assessed) 

This will provide evidence of the learner’s ability to plan, prepare for and effectively perform and 

evaluate personal performance, in two different competitive sporting performances. 

Portfolio - 50% (Sent to SQA) 

This will provide evidence of the process involved in performance development. It will assess the 

learner’s ability to integrate and apply knowledge and understanding across the units. 

General Comments 

Pupils will be expected to do home study. 
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Curricular Area:   Health & Wellbeing 

Subject: Physical Education Higher 

Recommended previous experience: In considering this choice, students MUST 

bring appropriate kit. Pupils must have achieved, or be working towards successful 

completion of National 5 English. 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop and enhance movement and performance skills and apply Knowledge and Understanding to 

the analysis and evaluation of performance in physical activities.  This course provides an ideal platform 

to develop confidence, resilience, responsibility and working cooperatively with others. 

 

Course Content 

Performance Skills Unit:  

Learners will develop a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and performance skills 

through a range of physical activities. 

 

Factors Impacting in Performance Unit 

Learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of mental social, emotional and physical 

factors that impact on personal performance and how these factors can influence effectiveness in 

performance. 

 

Course Assessment 

Assessment will be external.  

Performance – 50% of course award. 

2 hours 30minutes written exam – 50% of course award. 
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Humanities 

Progression Pathways in Geography 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject:  Geography National 4 & 5 

 

Aims of the Course 

In the 21st century, with growing awareness of the impact of human activity upon the environment and 

scarce resources, the study of Geography develops positive life-long attitudes of environmental 

stewardship, sustainability and global citizenship. Learners will develop: 

 A range of geographical skills and techniques. 

 Detailed understanding of the ways in which people and the environment interact in response 

to physical and human processes at local, national and international level. 

 Detailed understanding of the changing world in a balanced, critical and sympathetic way. 

 A geographical perspective on environmental and social issues. 

 An interest in, and concern for, the environment leading to sustainable development. 

Course Content 

Geography: Physical Environments 

Key topics include: location of landscape type (Upland Glaciated & Coastal or Upland Limestone & 

Rivers), formation of key landscapes features, land use management and sustainability, and weather. 

Geography: Human Environments 

Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries drawn from a global context. Key 

topics include: contrasts in development, world population distribution and change, and issues in 

changing urban and rural landscapes. 

Geography: Global Issues 

Key Topics include climate change and sustainability, the impact of world climates, environmental 

hazards, trade and globalisation, and development and health. Learners will study major global issues 

and the strategies adopted to manage these. 

Field Work 

There is a practical field work element to this course where learners will develop an understanding of 

practical techniques and the gathering of primary and secondary data. 

Course Assessment 

For National 4, pupils will research and present their findings on a geographical topic of their choice for 

the Added-Value unit. This can be presented in whichever format best suits the individual pupils 

learning style. National 5 pupils can again choose any geographic topic to research. This will be assessed 

by a piece of extended analytical writing, produced under exam conditions.  

National 5 Exam: 2 hours 20 minutes 

General Comments 

This course or its units may provide progression to: 

The Higher Geography course or its units 

The Higher Environmental Science course or its units 

Further study, employment and/or training 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Geography Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: Grade A or B in National 5 

Geography, History, Modern Studies or RMPS. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The Higher Geography course is designed to be relevant to everyday life with an emphasis on 

developing skills. It is also a logical progression from National 5 Geography and is considered for entry to 

both Science (BSc) and Arts (MA) courses at university. Geography is highly relevant to a wide range of 

careers. The course is designed to: 

 Contribute to students general education in an interesting and challenging way. 

 Promote an increasing awareness of multi-cultural societies and environmental issues. 

 Develop thinking skills, promote debate and discussion. 

You will also learn how to apply a range of methods and techniques for presenting, analysing and 

interrupting information about these topics. Opportunities for fieldwork will also be included in the 

course.  

 

Course Content 

Core Topics 

Physical Environments: Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, Lithosphere, Biosphere 

Human Environments: Population Geography, Rural Geography, Urban Geography 

Environmental Interactions: Climate Change, Development and Health  

 

Course Assessment 

Assignment:  a course work project based on field work and research, written up under exam conditions 

Exam: 

Paper 1 – 1hr 50min 

Paper 2 – 1hr 15min 

 

General Comments 

It is possible for S6 pupils to return to the Curricular Area if they have achieved other Higher 

qualifications in S5.  
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject:  Post Higher Provision - Geography Advanced Higher 

Recommended previous experience: Grade A or B at Higher Geography 

 
Aims of the Course 

This course is excellent preparation for university study and will prepare you well for your first year for 
whichever course you study. Geography can be studied as an Arts (MA) or a Science (BSc) degree at 
university and is highly relevant to associated subjects such as Environmental Science, Geology and 
Land Management. This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 Degree courses in social subjects and science or related areas 

 HNC’s in social subjects and science or related areas 

 A diverse range of careers 
 
Course Content 

Unit 1: Geographical Skills 

In this Unit, you will develop a wide range of geographical methods and techniques including: 

 Mapping skills 

 Graphical Techniques 

 A range of statistical techniques for analyzing and interrupting geographical data. 

You will also develop investigating skills while undertaking independent research such as: 

 Scoping or identifying appropriate research topics 

 How to plan and manage a complex programme of research 

 Techniques to source, collect and record appropriate and reliable primary and secondary 

information 

 Methods of independent fieldwork 

 Techniques to present findings using appropriate conventions 

 How to evaluate research methodology 

Unit 2: Geographical Issues 

In this unit, you will develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate sources and viewpoints on 

current complex geographical issues. 

 

Course Assessment 

Component 1 – Question paper 50 marks (2 hours and 30 minutes) 

 Map Interpretation (20 marks) 

 Gathering and Processing Techniques (10 marks) 

 Geographical Data Handling (20 marks) 

Component 2 – Project-folio 100 marks 

 Project-folio Section A: Geographical Study – a detailed study based on geographical research 

 Project-folio Section B: Geographical Issue – a critical evaluation of a geographical issue. 

General Comments 

Homework Requirements: The majority of your fieldwork and research will need to be collected in your 

own time. Smaller fieldwork exercises or practice exam questions will also be given.  
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Humanities 

Progression Pathways in History 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: History National 4 & 5 

 

Aims of the Course 

Through the successful completion of this course, important skills for learning, life and work are 

developed. These skills include: researching, understanding and using a range of straightforward 
information/evidence on historical issues; communicating, by a variety of means, conclusions based 

on evidence; evaluating a limited range of straightforward sources of information; and presenting 

straightforward information about important historical themes and events. 
 

Course Content 

Section 1: Scottish unit: The Wars of Independence, 1286-1328 

The succession problem, 1286–1292  

Balliol and Edward I 1292–1296  

William Wallace, 1296–1305  

Robert Bruce, 1306–1328  

Section 2: British unit: The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770-1807 

The Triangular Trade  

Britain and the Caribbean  

The captive’s experience and slave resistance  

The abolitionist campaigns  

Section 3: European and World unit: Hitler and Nazi Germany, 1919-1939 

Weimar Germany, 1919–1933  

Nazi rise to power  

Nazi control of Germany  

Nazi social and economic policies 

 

Course Assessment 

National 4: 

 Internally-assessed unit passes 

 AVU (research task on any topic; findings presented in any format) 

National 5: 

 Assignment (research task; findings written up as an essay, under exam conditions) 

 Exam (2hours 20 minutes)  
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: History Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: Humanities subjects: Nat 5, or Higher pass in another subject.  

English: National 5 or Higher pass 

 

 

Aims of the Course 

To promote understanding of continuity and change, and the nature of causation and consequences. To 

promote awareness of major historical issues and related areas of debate. To develop the ability to 

think independently and make informed judgements based on historical evidence. To promote active 

participation in the learning process, involving independent study and participation with others. 

 

Course Content 

British unit: Britain 

A study of the development of the United Kingdom into a modern democracy and the development of 

the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens, illustrating the themes of authority, ideology and rights. 

European & World unit: USA 1918 – 1968 

A study of the growing tensions in American society, focusing on racial divisions, economic difficulties, 

the growth of federal powers and the struggle for civil rights, illustrating the themes of ideology, identity 

and rights. 

Scottish unit: Migration and empire 1830 – 1939 

The migration of Scots 

The experience of immigrants in Scotland 

The impact of Scots emigrants on the empire 

The effects of migration and empire on Scotland, to 1939 

 

General Comments 

The course requires commitment from the student, namely regular reading and willingness to complete 

written assignments. A high standard of literacy is a prerequisite.  A pass at Higher is a well-recognised 

qualification for entry into university and is welcomed by employers. 

 

Course Assessment 

Assignment: Requiring independent research and written up under exam conditions 

Exam: 

Paper 1 – 1hr 30 min 
Paper 2 – 1hr 30min 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher History 

 

Recommended previous experience: A pass in Higher History, 

preferably an A or B 

 

Aims of the Course 

 Critical analysis of historical research, including evaluating primary and other evidence  

 Participating in and leading university style tutorials, developing the debate and discussion, and 

organisational skills required at university. 

 Organising and analysing lines of argument.  

 Adopting a structured approach to the research of a historical issue.  

 Constructing and sustaining lines of argument which reflect the complexity of the issues they 

address.  

 Presenting conclusions in a clear way, while reflecting the complexity of an issue.  

 

 

Course Content 

Historical Study - Russia: From Tsarism to Stalinism, 1914–1945 

A study of political ideology as found in the Communist state, the changing nature of authority and the 

policy outcomes of that authority, focusing on the themes of ideology, authority and revolution. 

Key themes studied: 

 The Bolshevik rise to power: the condition of society in the years immediately before Revolution; 

the February Revolution and Bolshevik reactions to it; the causes, nature and immediate 

consequences of the October Revolution. 

 Lenin and the consolidation of power: the withdrawal from the First World War; the Civil War 

and the reasons for Bolshevik victory; changing economic policy from War Communism to the 

New Economic Policy; the political development of the Soviet state; foreign policy under Lenin. 

 The making of the Stalinist system: Stalin’s struggle for power with his rivals; the policies of 

industrialisation and collectivisation; the Purges. 

 The spread of Stalinist authority: political, social and cultural aspects of the Stalinist state; Russia 

and the Great Patriotic War  

Historical Research: Dissertation  

This unit will allow the candidate to carry out independent research on the content of a Field of Study 

studied in the Historical Study Unit. The candidate will develop the investigative skills of planning, 

reading, analysing and presenting. Dissertations should be a maximum of 4,000 words in length, 

excluding referential footnotes and bibliography.  

 

Course Assessment 

Internal         Unit assessment of Historical Study unit 

External         2 essays (50 marks) 

3 source-based questions (40 marks) 

Dissertation (50 marks) 
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Humanities 

Progression Pathways in Modern Studies 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject  
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Modern Studies National 4 or 5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The purpose of Modern Studies is to develop the learner’s knowledge and understanding of 

contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international context. 

 

Course Content 

Democracy in Scotland and the UK 

Learners will develop a knowledge and understanding of the UK political structure including the place of 

Scotland within this and the debates around this arrangement. 

Social Issues in the UK 

Learners will study social issues in Scotland and the UK. The context for this study will be crime and the 

law. 

International Issues & World Powers 

Learners will develop a detailed knowledge and understanding of international issues. 

The context for this study will be a study of a significant world power. In this case the 

USA. 

 

Course Assessment 

Component 1 – Question Paper 80 marks 

Component 2 – Assignment 20 marks 

Question Paper: 

 Detecting and explaining exaggeration or selectivity in the use of facts using a limited range of 

sources of information 

 Making and justifying a decision using a limited range of sources of information 

 Drawing and supporting conclusions using a limited range of sources of information 

 Giving detailed descriptions and explanations with some analysis 

Component 2 – Assignment 

 Choosing with minimum support, an appropriate Modern Studies topic or issue 

 Collecting relevant evidence from at least two sources of different types 

 Evaluating the effectiveness of two research methods used, commenting on their strengths and 

weaknesses where appropriate 

 Applying Modern Studies skills to the evidence collected 

 Drawing on knowledge and understanding to explain and analyse key features of the topic or 

issue reaching a well-supported conclusion, supported by evidence, about the topic or issue 
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The assignment will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark)  

General Comments 

To support your work you should be prepared to: 

 Contribute your views to the teacher and other students 

 Participate in group and individual tasks 

 Read newspapers to raise awareness of current social issues 

 Watch news/current affairs programmes on TV 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Modern Studies Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience:  

Humanities subjects: Nat 5 or Higher pass in another subject. English: National 5 or Higher pass. 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop knowledge and understanding of social, political and economic issues in the UK and 
other countries. 

 
To develop enquiry skills and reporting techniques. 
 
 
Course Content 

Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom   
Social Issues in the United Kingdom – Crime and the Law in the United Kingdom 
International Issues – A political and economic study of a major world power (China 

 

Course Assessment 

Assignment: Requiring independent research and written up under exam conditions 

Exam: 

Paper 1 – 1hr 45 min 

Paper 2 – 1hr 15min 

 

 

General Comments 

To support your work in Higher Modern Studies you should be prepared to: 

 Contribute your views to the teacher and other students 

 Read newspapers and periodicals to raise awareness of current affairs/issues 

 Make use of Modern Studies related websites 

 Watch news/current affairs programmes on TV 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Post Higher Provision:  Advanced Higher Modern Studies 
 

Recommended previous experience: Grade A or B at Higher Modern Studies 

 

Aims of the Course 

The purpose of this Course is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of contemporary 

political and social issues in local, Scottish/United Kingdom and international contexts. Students 

will develop an awareness of the political and social issues they will encounter in their lives. This 

purpose will be achieved through successful study of the Course Units which focus on in-depth 

study of either political issues or social issues and which adopt an international comparative 

approach and develop a wide range of skills.  
 

Course Content 

Unit 1 Contemporary Issues  

In this Unit, learners will develop an in depth knowledge and understanding of contemporary 

political/social issues in the United Kingdom and adopt an international comparative approach to their 

study. Learners will develop skills to critically evaluate a range of sources of information and social 

science research methods. 
 

Unit 2 Researching Contemporary Issues 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills of: justifying appropriate research issues; planning a programme 

of research; researching, collecting and recording information; explaining approaches to organising, 

presenting and referencing findings; and using an appropriate referencing system 

 

Course Assessment 

Component 1 — question paper 90 marks 
Component 2 — project-dissertation 50 marks 
Total marks 140 marks  
 

General Comments 

 To support your work in Higher Modern Studies you should be prepared to: 

 Contribute your views to the teacher and other students 

 Read newspapers and periodicals to raise awareness of current affairs/issues 

 Make use of Modern Studies related websites 

 Watch news/current affairs programmes on TV 

 Strong independent work ethic to aid with the completion of the dissertation 

 



43 
 

Humanities  

Progression Pathways in Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies  

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies, N4 and N5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

 Knowledge and understanding of the main beliefs and values of one world religion 

 Basic factual knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical responses to moral 

questions 

 Basic  factual  knowledge  and  understanding  of  religious  and  philosophical  responses  to 

contemporary religious debates 

 The ability to reflect on, and investigate, religious, moral and philosophical questions 

 A range of skills including investigation, analysis, straightforward evaluation, and the ability to 

express beliefs and views in a reasoned manner. 

 

Course Content 

Morality and Belief Unit:  

Looking at and understanding moral questions: 

Is Capital punishment a moral issue in today’s society? 

 

Discussion and debate will be used to form our own views and discuss the rights and wrongs of religious 

and non-religious views. 

Unit: Religious and Philosophical Questions 

Does God Exist? 

What is the Nature of God? 

Cosmological argument Aquinas’ cosmological argument  
Counter-arguments 
Science and the cosmological argument 

teleological argument Paley’s teleological argument  
Counter-arguments  
Science and the teleological argument 

 

The Purposes of Punishment Retribution, Deterrence, Reformation, Protection 
Causes of Crime poverty, environment, psychological factors 
UK Responses to Crime Custodial Sentences, Non-Custodial Sentences, Crime 

Prevention 
Capital Punishment and Life 
Tariffs 

Humaneness, Human rights  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMoPqW6tbXAhXMvRQKHVbvDkUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.indiatomorrow.net/eng/why-capital-punishment-will-continue-in-india&psig=AOvVaw2w1uHrJPPi2IsU81s7ymT7&ust=1511599784335233
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We will look at both the religious and non-religious views of the world.  

 

Unit: World Religion – What is the importance to the world of religion 

What are the major world religions? 

Why is Buddhism so important to so many people? 

What impact does this have on those who do not follow a religion? 

What informs religious worship in modern society?  
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Course: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Higher 

Recommended previous experience: Achieved, or working towards successful completion of N5 English  

Aims of the Course 

The course allows candidates to:  
• develop an understanding and respect for different beliefs, values and viewpoints 
• learn how to express their values and beliefs 
• put their values or beliefs into action in ways which benefit others  
• make informed moral decisions  
 

Course Content 

Morality and Belief Unit:  

Looking at and understanding moral questions: 

Is Capital punishment a moral issue in today’s society? 

Discussion and debate will be used to form our own views and discuss the rights and wrongs of religious 
and non-religious views. 

Unit: Religious and Philosophical Questions 

Existence of God - Does God exist?  

What arguments do religious people use to prove the existence of God?  

What evidence do religious and non-religious people use to support these arguments?  

What theories do non-religious people use to challenge the existence of God?  

Can either religious or non-religious theories provide conclusive proof about the existence of God?  

Beliefs Three Marks of Existence: anicca; anatta; dukkha.  
Nature of human beings: tanha; Three Root Poisons; kamma 
Beliefs about the Buddha  
Samsara; nibbana  
 

Practices Living according to the Eightfold Path 
Five Precepts; sangha 
Meditation; devotion 

 

  

The Purposes of Punishment Retribution, Deterrence, Reformation, Protection 
Causes of Crime Environment Influences, psychological factors 
UK Responses to Crime Custodial Sentences, Non-Custodial Sentences, Capital 

Punishment 
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Curricular Area:   Humanities 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision:  Advanced Higher RMPS 

 

Recommended previous experience: Grade A or B at Higher RMPS 

 

Aims of the Course 

This Course provides students with an opportunity to apply skills, knowledge and understanding in 

their appraisal of the role of religion, morality and philosophy in the modern world. This Course will 

enable students to develop an understanding of how religion, morality and philosophy are at the core 
of human history and culture and continue to have a significant impact on the world today. Students 

need to critically evaluate complex religious, moral and philosophical issues, develop and apply insights 

into a variety of viewpoints and challenges to these, and explore enduring questions and responses 

affecting the lives and values of people in the world today. This Course provides students with an 

opportunity to enhance their understanding of, and respect for, different faiths and beliefs. 
 

Course Content 

The Course has two mandatory Units and two optional Units.  
 

Philosophy of Religion— mandatory Unit 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills to critically evaluate a range of complex issues arising from the 

philosophy of religion. Learners will develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of key arguments 

and responses to them. 

 

Researching Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Issues — mandatory Unit 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills of justifying appropriate research issues; planning a programme 

of research; researching, collecting and recording information; explaining approaches to organising, 

presenting and referencing findings; and using an appropriate referencing system. 

 

Medical Ethics — optional Unit 
In this Unit, learners will develop skills to critically evaluate a range of complex issues involving medical 

ethics. Learners will develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of the issues and religious and 

other responses, including the philosophical reasoning behind these responses. 

 

Religious Experience — optional Unit 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills to critically evaluate a range of complex issues concerning 
religious experience and religious and other responses. Learners will develop in-depth knowledge and 

understanding of different perspectives on religious experience. 
 

Course Assessment 

Component 1 — question paper 60 marks 

Component 2 — project: dissertation 40 marks 

Total marks 100 marks  
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Languages 

Progression Pathways in English 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Languages 

Subject: English National 3 

 

Aims of the Course 

To provide learners with the opportunity to develop Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing skills in 

familiar contexts. 

 

Course Content 

2 Units: 

 
Unit 1: Producing Language 

Learners who complete this unit will be able to: 

 
1 Produce simple written texts 

 
2 Take part in simple spoken interactions 

 
Unit 2: Understanding Language 

Learners who complete this unit will be able to: 

 
1 Understand, analyse and evaluate simple written texts 

2 Understand, analyse and evaluate simple spoken language 
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Curricular Area:   Languages 

Subject: English National 4 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop learners’ confidence and skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening. 
 

Course Content 

4 Units: 

 
Analysis and Evaluation 
 
 
Learners will study literature, language and the mass media, and complete a personal reading 

programme. Two outcomes: 

1. Analyse a piece of written text 

2.   Analyse a piece of spoken text 

 
In addition, learners will be taught how to plan and write literature essays but not formally 

assessed in this skill. 

 
Creation and Production 

 
Learners will produce writing pieces in various genres and perform a talk. Two outcomes: 

1. One piece of writing, any genre 

2.   One extended talk, with questions from the audience. 

 
Literacy 

 

No specific outcomes, but learners must meet the standards of literacy required to pass units 

1, 2 and 4. 

 
Added Value 

 

A research project, where learners have to demonstrate the application of skills taught in the 
other units. Learners have to choose a task, carry out research and present their findings either in 
writing (700-800 words) or by doing a presentation (at least 5 minutes, not including questions). 
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Curricular Area:   Languages 

Subject: English National 5 

 

Recommended Previous Experience: At least Level 3 in Reading and Writing in S3. A pass at National 4. 

 

Aims of the Course 

To develop learners’ confidence and skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening and to be able to 
apply these skills in unfamiliar contexts. 
 

Course Content 

Learners will study literature, language and the mass media, and will complete a personal reading 

programme. Learners will be taught how to plan and write literature essays in preparation for the final 

exam, and will learn how to analyse written work – both fiction and non-fiction. 

Learners will produce writing pieces in various genres. Two writing pieces will be submitted to the SQA 

in March of the presentation year. Learners will participate in a group discussion or perform a solo talk. 

This is assessed on a pass/fail basis and results are submitted to the SQA before presentation. 

 

Course Assessment 

Exam 

Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour). 

Paper 2:  Critical Reading (90 minutes) 

One literature essay and one Scottish set text extract with questions. 

Folio (Submitted to the SQA before the final examination): two pieces of extended writing from 
different genres. 
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Curricular Area:   Languages 

Subject: English Higher 

 

 

Recommended previous experience: An A or B pass at National 5. 
 
Aims of the Course 

To challenge and increase learners’ skills in Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening and to be able to 

apply these skills in unfamiliar contexts. 

 

Course Content 

Learners will study challenging examples of literature, language and the mass media, and will complete 

a personal reading programme.  In addition, learners will develop their skills of planning and writing 

literature essays in preparation for the final exam. 

Learners will produce writing pieces in various genres, demonstrating understanding and application of 

detailed and complex language.  Two writing pieces will be submitted to the SQA in March of the 

presentation year. Learners will participate in a group discussion or perform a solo talk. This is assessed 

on a pass/fail basis and results are submitted to the SQA before presentation 

Course Assessment 

Candidate have to pass the Outcomes in each Unit detailed above before progressing to the 

external exam. 

 

Exam 

Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation – 1 hour 30 minutes. 

Paper 2: Critical Reading – 1 hour 30 minutes. 

One literature essay and one Scottish set text extract with questions. 

Folio (submitted to the SQA before the final examination): Two pieces of extended writing from 

different genres. 
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Curricular Area:   Languages 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision:  Advanced Higher English 

Recommended previous experience: A pass at Higher English 

 

Aims of the Course 

To explore a wide range of literature and develop independent critical skills. To write creatively in a 

variety of genres. 

 

Course Content 

The Advanced Higher course will provide learners with opportunities to extend and refine their analysis 

and evaluation skills through the study of a range of complex and sophisticated texts in different literary 

genres and through research into an aspect of literature. 

Furthermore, it will provide learners with the opportunity to extend and refine their writing skills 

though the production of a wide range of writing in different genres. 

In addition, candidates will produce a portfolio to be submitted to the SQA for external assessment. 

 

Course Assessment 

Portfolio 
Candidates will produce a portfolio comprising three pieces: one dissertation and two pieces of writing 

from a choice of genres. 

 

The portfolio will have 60 marks (60% of the total mark): 30 marks for the dissertation and 15 marks for 

each piece of writing. 

 

Exam 
There is one question paper for the Advanced Higher English Course, with two sections. 

Section 1: Literary study.  There will be a choice of critical cssay questions from the genres of Drama, 

Prose non-fiction and Poetry.  This section will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark).  Candidates will 

select one question. 

 

Section 2: Textual analysis.  There will be a choice of question for the genres of Drama, Prose fiction, 

Prose non-fiction and Poetry.  This section will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark).  Candidates will 

select one question.   
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Languages 

Progression Pathways in French and German 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

Subject: French National 4/5 

 

Aims of the Course 

The course is designed to develop the necessary skills in order to understand and use French in 

everyday situations. It is widely recognised that a foreign language can increase employment 

opportunities across the UK, Europe and beyond.  

A foreign language is often an entry requirement for university courses and is valued by employers as a 

mark of a well-rounded individual with good communication skiills. 

 

Course Content 

Language  is  learned  through  the  themes  of  Society,  Learning,  Employability  and  Culture. 

Students will learn their language through a wide range of media (text, songs, film clips, MP3 

files and other contemporary materials). The course enables learners to enhance their enjoyment 

of other cultures, improves communication skills and encourages creativity. 

 

Course Assessment 

Assessments are balanced across the four skills (Listening/Reading/Writing/Talking), allowing students 

to maximise their strengths and building on the knowledge gained in previous years. 
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Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

Subject: French Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 pass at A or B  

 

Aims of the Course 

Higher French aims to develop the skills already acquired in S1-S3/S4. A sound knowledge of grammar is 

established and translation skills are further developed. Students work towards fluency in spoken 

French, learn how to manipulate the language for a variety of purposes and become more accomplished 

writers.   

Students interested in working for large multinational companies or teaching (Primary/ 

Secondary/abroad) would benefit from studying a foreign language at Higher level.  

 
A foreign language is an asset in many lines of work such as travel, tourism, business, education, 

engineering, industry and journalism.   Colleges and universities often combine the study of a 

foreign language with another subject and incorporate a year abroad as part of the course to broaden 

student experience. 

 

Course Content 

Language is learned through the themes of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. Students will 

learn through a wide range of media (text, songs, film clips, MP3 files and other contemporary 

materials). The course enables learners to enhance their enjoyment of other cultures, improves 

communication skills and encourages creativity.  

 

Course Assessment 

Assessments are balanced across the four skills (Listening/Reading/Writing/Talking), allowing students 

to maximise their strengths and building on the knowledge gained in previous years. 
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Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher French 

 

Recommended previous experience: Pass at A/B at Higher 

 

Aims of the Course 

The  aim  of  the  Advanced Higher  French course is  to  enable  students to  use  the  language 

independently in increasingly competent, flexible and confident ways. 

 

Advanced High French will allow students with a flair and enthusiasm for language to further explore 

their interest. This course is also an excellent stepping stone for those wishing to study at university. 

 
From Advanced Higher, students will be in a position to pursue further foreign language study or to use 

the foreign language in a variety of ways, which might include: 

 Study abroad in a range of subjects as part of a British degree 

 Use of the skills acquired to learn additional foreign languages 

 Interaction with speakers of the language in a work context or foreign travel 

 Access to literature and media in the foreign language for personal enjoyment 

 Teaching their mother tongue at home or abroad (e.g. TEFL/ESOL) 
 

Course Content 

Language is learned through the themes of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. Topics include: 
The Environment; Immigration; Media; European Issues; Education. 

 

Students put together a portfolio (in English) based on a French text or media. This is written over the 

course of the year and then externally assessed. 
 

Course Assessment 

Assessments are balanced across the four skills (Listening/Reading/Writing/Talking). 
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Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

Subject: German National 4/5 

 

Recommended previous experience: German in S3 

 

Aims of the Course 

The course is designed to develop the necessary skills in order to 

understand and use German in everyday situations. It is widely recognised that a foreign language can 

increase employment opportunities across the UK, Europe and beyond.  

A foreign language is often an entry requirement for university courses and is valued by employers as a 

mark of a well-rounded individual with good communication skills. 

 

Course Content 

Language  is  learned  through  the  contexts of  Society,  Learning,  Employability  and  Culture. 

Students will learn their language through a wide range of media (text, songs, film clips, MP3 

files and other contemporary materials). The course enables learners to enhance their enjoyment 

of other cultures, improves communication skills and encourages creativity. 

 

Course Assessment 

Assessments are balanced across the four skills (Listening/Reading/Writing/Talking), allowing students 

to maximise their strengths and building on the knowledge gained in S3. 
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Numeracy 

Progression Pathways in Numeracy 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

 

 

Overview 

Learning mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem-solving skills, creativity, and the 

ability to think in abstract ways.  It uses a universal language of numbers and symbols, which allows us 

to communicate ideas in a concise, unambiguous, and rigorous way.  Mathematics is important in 

everyday life.  It helps us to make sense of the world we live in and to manage our lives.  Using 

mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and make connections and informed predictions.  It 

equips us with the skills we need to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, 

assess risk and make informed decisions, skills which are highly valued by colleges, universities, and 

employers.   

Progression Routes 

The Maths Department offers various progression routes in the Senior Phase, covering National 3 

through to Advanced Higher, in a variety of 4-period and 6-period options, using both Maths and 

Applications of Maths.   

In Maths, achieving a National 4 does not always mean that National 5 is the best next step.  Likewise, 

achieving a National 5 does not always mean that Higher is the best next step.  All pupils will have the 

opportunity to discuss their most appropriate progression route with their Maths teacher.   
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 
 

Course: Applications of Mathematics National 3/4 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of this course are to further develop the skills in number, patterns, relationships and measure 

studied in S1 - 3 which will allow a student to develop mathematical and problem solving skills relevant 

to learning, life and work.   

Being run on only two periods a week, this course is particularly well-suited to pupils who would like to 

achieve a breadth of qualifications across a wider number of subjects.  

Pupils will be encouraged to achieve at National 4 level wherever possible, and may combine units at 

National 3 and National 4 to achieve an overall National 3 qualification.  

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Nat 3 or Nat 4 Numeracy 

● Nat 3 or Nat 4 Managing Finance & Statistics 

● Nat 3 or Nat 4 Geometry & Measure 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  The National 4 qualification also has a final 

exam, known as the Added Value Unit. 
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Course: Mathematics National 4 + National 5 Numeracy 

 

Entry requirements 

Successful completion of the National 4 Numeracy Unit + teacher recommendation. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of this course are to further develop the skills in number, patterns, relationships and measure 

studied in S1 - 3 which will allow a student to develop mathematical and problem solving skills relevant 

to learning, life and work. 

This course is particularly suited to pupils who would like to progress to National 5 (either Maths or 

Applications of Maths), as it focuses on developing the skills most needed at National 5 level. 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Nat 4 Expressions & Formulae 

● Nat 4 Relationships 

● Nat 5 Numeracy  

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  The National 4 qualification also has a final 

exam, known as the Added Value Unit. 
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Course: Mathematics National 5: 3 Units 

 

Entry requirements 

Successful completion of National 4 Maths or Applications of Maths + teacher recommendation. 

 

Aims of the Course 

This course aims to develop students’ mathematical knowledge and skills at National 5 level, either as a 

progression route on to the National 5 exam, or as an end-point qualification.  The focus is on those 

areas of National 5 which are most directly relevant to learning, life and work.   On successful 

completion of this course, students can choose to progress to National 5 Maths (6 periods a week) or 

National 5 Applications of Maths (4 periods a week). 

This course is particularly suited to pupils who would like to progress to the National 5 exam in the 

following year.  It also serves as a good end-point for those pupils who would like to progress their 

National 4 qualification, but who do not want to continue to the National 5 exam. 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Nat 5 Numeracy  

● Nat 5 Finance & Statistics (Applications of Maths) 

● Nat 5 Geometry & Measure (Applications of Maths) 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).   
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Course: Mathematics National 5  

Entry requirements 

Successful completion of National 4 Maths + National 5 Numeracy + National 5 E&F + teacher 

recommendation.  Students who have completed the Level 5 3 Units course may opt for the 6-period 

National 5 Maths. 

Aims of the Course 

This course is designed to develop skills in using mathematical languages, to explore mathematical 

ideas, and to develop skills relevant to learning, life and work.  It will build on prior learning and 

develop: 

● Operational skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics 

● Reasoning skills of investigation, problem solving, analysis and application 

● Numeracy skills in number processes and information handling 

This course is particularly suited to pupils who would like to progress to Higher Maths.  It also serves as 

a good end-point qualification.  The course is run as a 4-period a week option for eligible pupils in S4, 

and as a 6-period a week option for eligible pupils in S5 and S6.  Pupils in S5/6 may join the 4-period 

course if they are re-sitting National 5 Maths. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Expression & Formulae (already achieved) 

● Relationships 

● Applications 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  In addition, there will be a final external SQA 

course assessment (graded A to D) at the end of the course.  
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Course: Applications of Mathematics National 5  

 

Entry requirements 

Successful completion of National 4 Maths + National 5 Numeracy + teacher recommendation, or 

successful completion of the Level 5 3 Units course (as above) + teacher recommendation. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The purpose of the Applications of Mathematics National 5 course is to allow learners to develop 

advanced problem solving skills using mathematics concepts as a tool.  Learners develop the skills to 

think through solutions and develop appropriate pathways which illustrate their thinking.  The course 

uses real life contexts to develop these skills. 

 

This course is particularly suited to pupils who would like to progress from the National 5 3 Units course 

to the full Applications of Maths National 5 qualification.  The course is run as a 4-period a week option. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Numeracy (already achieved) 

● Finance & Statistics 

● Geometry & Measure 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  In addition, there will be a final external SQA 

course assessment (graded A to D) at the end of the course. 
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Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Course: Mathematics Higher  

Entry requirements: National 5 Maths at Grade A or B. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The Higher Mathematics course develops, deepens and extends the mathematical skills necessary at 

this level and beyond.  Throughout this course, students acquire and apply operational skills necessary 

for developing mathematical ideas through symbolic representation and diagrams.  They select and 

apply mathematical techniques and develop their understanding of the interdependencies within 

mathematics.  Students develop mathematical reasoning skills and gain experience in making informed 

decisions.  

Higher Mathematics has the particular objective of meeting the needs of students at a stage of their 

education where career aspirations are particularly important.   The course has obvious relevance for 

students with interests in fields such as commerce, engineering, sciences and technologies where the 

mathematics learned will be put to direct use.  For other students, the course can be an important 

component of an entry requirement to a Higher Education institution.  All students taking the Higher 

Mathematics course, whatever their career aspirations, should acquire an enhanced awareness of the 

importance of mathematics to technology and society in general. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Expressions & Functions 

● Relationships & Calculus 

● Applications 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  In addition, there will be a final external SQA 

course assessment (graded A to D) at the end of the course.  



 

67 
 

Curricular Area:   Numeracy 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Mathematics 

 

Entry requirements: Higher Maths at Grade A or B. 

 

Aims of the Course 

This course develops existing knowledge and introduces advanced mathematical techniques, which are 

critical to successful progression beyond Advanced Higher level in Mathematics and many other 

curriculum areas.  The skills, knowledge and understanding in the course also support learning in 

technology, health and wellbeing, science, and social studies. 

 

The course aims to:  

 motivate and challenge students by enabling them to select and apply complex mathematical 

techniques in a variety of mathematical situations  

 extend students’ skills in problem solving and logical thinking  

 clarify students’ thinking through the process of rigorous proof  

 allow students to interpret, communicate, and manage information in mathematical form, skills 

which are vital to scientific and technological research and development  

 develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics 

and the use of mathematics in employment  

 deliver in-depth study of mathematical concepts and the ways in which mathematics describes 

our world  

 deepen students’ skills in using mathematical language and exploring advanced mathematical 

ideas 

 

This course is very valuable for any student considering a degree course with a mathematical base such 

as engineering, science or computer science, as well as Mathematics itself.  In addition, the course 

achieves relevance to many other areas, including biological and social sciences, medicine, business and 

management. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of three units: 

● Applications of Algebra & Calculus 

● Geometry, Proof & Systems of Equations 

● Methods in Algebra & Calculus 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit will be assessed with a unit assessment (NAB).  In addition, there will be a final external SQA 

course assessment (graded A to D) at the end of the course. 

 



 

68 
 

Science 

Progression Pathways in Science 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area: Science 
 

Course Rationale 

Science offers various progression routes in the senior phase covering National 3 through to Advanced 

Higher including various NPAs (National Progression Awards).  These courses offer qualifications at 

SCQF levels from 3 through to level 7.  Your attainment in the BGE (S1-3) will determine your entry 

point in the progression route diagram. 

In the senior phase, progression can be horizontally across the Sciences (allowing breadth) or vertically 

within individual Sciences (depth).  In Science, achieving a National 4 does not always mean that 

National 5 is the best next step.  Likewise, achieving a National 5 does not always mean that Higher is 

the best next step.  Alternative routes in Science include National Progression Awards (NPAs), Skills for 

Work courses (SfW) and Foundation Apprenticeship (FA). 

A general summary of progression routes in Science is shown below, however, the most appropriate 

route is best discussed with your Science and Guidance teachers. 

The range of courses being offered in Science are described in more detail in the following pages are 

and grouped by SCQF level. 
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 4: NPA Science & Technology (S4/5/6) 

Recommended Previous Experience 

Students should have completed S3 Biology, Chemistry or Physics and be 

recommended at SCQF level 4 in Science and preferably SCQF level 4 / Nat 4 in Maths and English. 

Aims of the Course 

This course is for those pupils who have been successful with the ‘pre Nat4’ or ‘pre Nat5’ work in S3 

Science, or for those who wish to gain an additional Science qualification at this level.  This course builds 

a foundation towards studying National 5 Laboratory skills or NPA Practical Science at SCQF level 5. 

Course Content 

The course has the following units: 

● Chemistry in Society:  The Chemistry of metals and their reactions, making electricity using 

metals, alloys, modern materials, fertilisers, nuclear chemistry and chemical analysis. 

● Electricity and Energy:  The generation of electricity, electrical power, electromagnetism, 

practical electrical and electronic circuits, gas laws and the kinetic model 

● Biotechnological Industries:  The use of biology based technologies in the production of dairy, 

yeast, detergents and pharmaceutical industries. 

● Science Practical and Investigation Skills:  Record observations and measurements from 

scientific apparatus, carry out practical scientific procedures, present and calculate scientific practical 

results plan and carry out a scientific investigation on a given topic. 

Course Assessment 

This course is assessed internally only (no final SQA exam).  However, each unit has its own assessment 

that is required to pass the unit.  The assessments are a combination of written tests and experimental 

reports.  To gain the full NPA qualification, each unit must be completed successfully. 

General Comments 

Resources will be available for pupils online, but pupils will be expected to keep their own set of class 

notes and day books for experimental reports.  Home study tasks will involve check tests, completion of 

experimental reports, revision questions and pupils led study based on tracking conversations.  Due to 

the regular class assessment involved in this course, pupils are required to keep up with classwork and 

complete home study tasks on time. 
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 4: National 4 Biology/Chemistry (S5/6)  

Recommended Previous Experience 

This course is aimed at S4/5/6 pupils who were recommended SCQF level 4 in Science at 

the end of S3 or for those pupils who have already achieved SCQF4 Science & 

Technology in S4. 

Aims of the Course 

This course is for those pupils who have been successful with ‘Core’ work in Science or have achieved a 

Science qualification at SCQF level 4. This course builds a foundation towards studying National 5 

Laboratory skills or NPA Practical Science at SCQF level 5. 

Course Content 

Biology Chemistry 

Cell Biology – cell division and its role in growth and repair; DNA, 
genes and chromosomes; therapeutic use of cells; properties of 
enzymes and use in industries; properties of microorganisms and 
use in industries; photosynthesis — limiting factors; factors 
affecting respiration; and controversial biological procedures. 

Chemical changes and structure 
– rates of reactions, energy 
changes of chemical reactions, 
atomic structure and bonding 
related to properties of 
materials, acids and bases. 

Multicellular organisms – sexual and asexual reproduction and 
their importance for survival of species; propagating and growing 
plants; commercial use of plants; genetic information; growth 
and development of different organisms; and biological actions in 
response to internal and external changes to maintain stable 
body conditions. 

Nature’s chemistry – fuels, 
hydrocarbons, everyday 
consumer products, plants to 
products. 

Life on earth – animal and plant species dependency on each 
other; impact of population growth and natural hazards on 
biodiversity; nitrogen cycle; fertiliser design and environmental 
impact of fertilisers; and adaptations for survival and learned 
behaviour in response to stimuli linked to species survival. 

Chemistry and society – metals 
and alloys, materials, fertilisers, 
nuclear chemistry, chemical 
analysis 

 

Each unit will allow students to research topical science issues, apply scientific skills and communicate 

information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 

 

Course Assessment 

Each unit is assessed internally by means of written tests and a scientific report on a piece of 

experimental work that has been carried out.  There is also an added value unit assessment that is an 

extended investigative report on a topical area of science that may cover more than one unit of work. 

The course has no final exam and is internally assessed with verification from the SQA. Home study is an 

essential part of the course and will include pieces of reading, research, written exercises and revision. 

General Comments 

Home study is essential and will include pieces of reading, research, written exercises and revision. 

This course requires a significant level of Literacy and Numeracy skills. Ideally pupils should be working 

towards or have achieved National 4 English and Maths.  
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 5:  National 5 Biology / Chemistry / Physics (S4/5/6) 

Recommended Previous Experience 

These courses are aimed at S4/5/6 pupils who were recommended for National 5 level in S3, or those 

who have already gained or currently studying another Science subject at National 5.  In S4, these 

courses will be timetabled for 4 periods per week (with prior work having been covered in S3).  For 

pupils taking these Science for the first time in S5/6, it will be timetabled for 6 periods per week. 

Whilst National 5 is the stage beyond National 4, this may not be the best progression route for 

National 4 or SCQF4 students. 

Aims of the Course 

These courses are for those pupils who want to specialise 

their study of the discrete Sciences beyond the broad 

general education.  These courses build a foundation 

towards studying Higher qualifications and other Science 

courses (such as NPAs) in future years. 

Course Content 

Each course contains three taught units and these cover the following topics: 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

Cell Biology: 

Cell structure; transport across 

cell membranes; DNA and the 

production of proteins; 

proteins; genetic engineering; 

respiration. 

 

Multicellular organisms: 

Producing new cells; control 

and communication; 

reproduction; variation and 

inheritance; transport systems 

— plants; transport systems — 

animals; absorption of 

materials. 

 

Chemical changes and 

structure: 

Rates of reaction; atomic 

structure and bonding 

related to properties of 

materials; formulae and 

reacting quantities; acids 

and bases. 

 

Nature’s chemistry:  

Homologous series; 

everyday consumer 

products; energy from fuels.  

 

 

 

Dynamics: 

Vectors and scalars; velocity–time graphs; 

acceleration; Newton’s laws; energy; 

projectile motion. 

 

Space: 

Space exploration; cosmology 

 

Electricity: 

Electrical charge carriers; potential difference 

(voltage); Ohm’s law; practical electrical and 

electronic circuits; electrical power. 

 

Properties of matter: 
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Life on earth: 

Ecosystems; distribution of 

organisms; photosynthesis; 

energy in ecosystems; food 

production; evolution of 

species. 

Chemistry in society: 

Metals; plastics; fertilisers; 

nuclear chemistry; chemical 

analysis. 

Specific heat capacity; specific latent heat; gas 

laws and the kinetic model.  

 

Waves:  

Wave parameters and behaviours; 

electromagnetic spectrum; refraction of light. 

 

Radiation: 

Nuclear radiation. 

 

Course Assessment 

Internal assessment: 

Each unit has one assessment which can be used for unit awards.  These are not required to sit the final 

exam, however, students can be given a credit for these separately as unit passes.  The unit test and 

outcome 1 practical report must be passed in order to be credited with the unit. 

External Assessment (SQA) 

One examination paper of 2 hours 30 minutes duration (Scaled to 100 marks)  

Assignment report (Scaled to 25 marks) 

General Comments 

Resources will be available for pupils online, but pupils will be expected to keep their own set of class 

notes and day books for experimental reports.  Home study tasks will involve check tests, completion of 

experimental reports, revision questions and pupils led study based on tracking conversations.  Due to 

the regular class assessment involved in these courses, pupils are required to keep up with classwork 

and complete home study tasks on time.  Hard work and regular attendance are essential! 

These courses require a significant level of Literacy and Numeracy skills. Ideally pupils should be 

working towards or have achieved National 5 English and Maths.  
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 5:  National 5 Laboratory Skills (S5/6) 

 

Recommended Previous Experience 

Students should have studied at least one Science at National 5 or have completed the SCQF4 

Science & Technology course. 

Aims of the Course 

This one year course is timetabled for four or six periods per week and is designed for pupils who 

have already achieved a SCQF4 or National 5 qualification in at least one Science and is open to 

pupils in S5 or S6.  It provides experience of working in a Science laboratory and develops identified 

skills for work.   This course builds a foundation towards studying other SCQF5/6 qualifications in 

other Sciences in future years. 

Course Content 

Students will study for a ‘Skills for Work’ qualification in Laboratory Science at National 5 level.  The 

four units of the course are: 

● Careers Using Laboratory Science - Scotland 

● Working in a Laboratory 

● Practical Skills 

● Practical Investigation 

All units have a mixture of theory and applied practical work and develop skills for work. 

Students who take this course over six periods per week will also undertake additional SCQF5 units 

of study such ‘‘Mathematics for Science’, ‘Science Investigation Skills’ and ‘Laboratory Safety’. 

Course Assessment 

Each unit is assessed internally by means of a written test or a scientific report on pieces of 

experimental work that has been carried out.  There is also a practical assignment that is an 

extended investigative report on a topical area of science covered that may include more than one 

unit of work.  The course has no final exam and is internally assessed with verification from the SQA.  

General Comments 

Resources will be available for pupils online, but pupils will be expected to keep their own set of 

class notes and day books for experimental reports.  Home study tasks will involve check tests, 

completion of experimental reports, revision questions and pupils led study based on tracking 

conversations.  Due to the regular class assessment involved in this course, pupils are required to 

keep up with classwork and complete home study tasks on time. Hard work and regular attendance 

are essential  
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 5:  National 5 Environmental Science (S5/6) 

Recommended Previous Experience 

Students would be expected to have completed a Science qualification at either 

SCQF4 or National 5 level before beginning this course.  This course will be 

timetabled for six periods per week. 

Aims of the Course 

This course allows pupils to deepen their understanding of practical Biology and related content in 

Geography.  The course will help develop good laboratory (experimental) practice and relate to 

current issues such as environmental impact and sustainability.  This course builds a foundation 

towards studying SCQF6 in Environmental Science or other SCQF5/6 qualifications in Sciences in 

future years. 

Course Content 

The three units of the course are: 

● Living environment:  investigating ecosystems and biodiversity; interdependence; human 

influences on biodiversity.  

● Earth’s resources: an overview of Earth systems and their interactions; the geosphere; the 

hydrosphere; the biosphere; the atmosphere.  

● Sustainability:  an introduction to sustainability; food; water; energy; waste management. 

Course Assessment 

Internal assessment: 

Each unit has one assessment which can be used for unit awards.  These are not required to sit the 

final exam, however, students can be given a credit for these separately as unit passes.  The unit test 

and outcome 1 practical report must be passed in order to be credited with the unit. 

External Assessment (SQA) 

One examination paper of 2 hours 30 minutes duration (Scaled to 100 marks) 

Assignment report (Scaled to 25 marks) 

General Comments 

Resources will be available for pupils online, but pupils will be expected to keep their own set of 

class notes and day books for experimental reports.  Home study tasks will involve check tests, 

completion of experimental reports, revision questions and pupils led study based on tracking 

conversations.  Due to the regular class assessment involved in this course, pupils must keep up with 

classwork and complete home study tasks on time. Hard work and regular attendance are essential! 
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Curricular Area:   Science 

Subject: SCQF Level 6:  Higher Biology/Human Biology/Chemistry/Physics (S5/6) 

Recommended Previous Experience 

Students should have already achieved a level A or B pass at National 5 level in the relevant Science.  

Ideally a pass at National 5 Maths and English and preferably working towards Higher level. 

Aims of the Course 

These courses aim to stimulate interest in the discrete Science subjects. They provide 

the opportunity to deepen your understanding and develop your Scientific practical, 

numeracy, literacy and problem solving skills.  Each course will allow you to explain the 

Science behind the knowledge covered at National 5 level.  These courses allow 

progression to other Sciences at SCQF6, Higher or Advanced Higher and beyond. 

Course Content 

The courses have the three units which involve a mixture of theoretical and practical work: 

Biology Human Biology Chemistry Physics Environmental 
Science 

DNA and the 

Genome: 

structure of DNA, 

replication of DNA, 

gene expression, 

cellular 

differentiation, the 

structure of the 

genome  mutations, 

evolution,  genomic 

sequencing. 

 

Metabolism and 

Survival: 

Metabolic pathways, 

cellular respiration, 

metabolic rate, 

metabolism in 

conformers and 

regulators, 

metabolism and 

adverse conditions, 

environmental 

Human cells: 

Division and 

differentiation in 

human cells, structure 

and replication of 

DNA, gene 

expression, 

mutations,  human 

genomics, metabolic 

pathways, cellular 

respiration, energy 

systems in muscle 

cells. 

 

Physiology and 

Health: 

gamete production 

and fertilisation, 

hormonal control of 

reproduction,  the 

biology of controlling 

fertility, antenatal and 

postnatal screening, 

Chemical changes 

and structure: 

Periodicity, structure 

and bonding, 

oxidising and 

reducing agents. 

 

Nature’s chemistry: 

Systematic carbon 

chemistry, alcohols,  

carboxylic acids, 

esters,  fats and oils, 

soaps  detergents 

and emulsions, 

proteins,  oxidation 

of food, fragrances, 

skin care. 

 

Chemistry in society: 

Getting the most 

from reactants, 

Our dynamic 

universe: 

Motion - equations 

and graphs, forces, 

energy and power, 

collisions, explosions 

and impulse, 

gravitation, special 

relativity, the 

expanding Universe. 

 

Particles and waves: 

Forces on charged 

particles, the 

Standard Model, 

nuclear reactions, 

inverse square law,  

wave-particle duality,  

interference, spectra,  

refraction of light. 

 

Living environment: 

Investigating 

ecosystems and 

biodiversity, 

interdependence,  

human influences on 

biodiversity. 

 

 Earth’s resources:  

The geosphere,  the 

hydrosphere, 

 the biosphere,  

the atmosphere  

 

Sustainability: 

Global challenges,  

food, water, energy,  

waste management,  
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control of 

metabolism, genetic 

control of 

metabolism. 

 

 

 

Sustainability and 

independence: 

Food supply, plant 

growth and 

productivity, plant 

and animal breeding, 

crop protection, 

animal welfare, 

symbiosis, social 

behaviour, 

components of 

biodiversity, threats 

to biodiversity. 

the structure and 

function of arteries, 

capillaries and veins, 

the structure and 

function of the heart, 

pathology of 

cardiovascular disease 

(CVD), blood glucose 

levels and obesity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neurobiology and 

immunology: 

divisions of the 

nervous system and 

neural pathways, the 

cerebral cortex, 

memory, the cells of 

the nervous system 

and 

neurotransmitters at 

synapses, non-specific 

body defences, 

specific cellular 

defences against 

pathogens, 

immunisation, clinical 

trials of vaccines and 

drugs. 

controlling the rate, 

chemical energy, 

equilibria, chemical 

analysis. 

 

Researching 

chemistry: 

common chemical 

apparatus  general 

practical techniques  

reporting 

experimental work. 

 

 

 

 

Electricity: 

Monitoring and 

measuring AC, 

current, potential 

difference, power 

and resistance,  

electrical sources and 

internal resistance,  

capacitors, 

semiconductors and 

p-n junctions. 

anthropogenic 

climate change. 

 

Each course contains a ‘Researching Biology / Chemistry / Physics / Environmental 

Science section that includes content used to complete the Higher assignment and 

other themes and skills that cover the entire course.  
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Course Assessment 

Internal assessment: 

Each unit has one assessment which can be used for unit awards.  These are not required to sit the 

final exam, however, students can be given a credit for these separately as unit passes.  The unit test 

and outcome 1 practical report must be passed in order to be credited with the unit. 

External Assessment (SQA) 

One examination paper of 3 hours over two papers. (120 scaled marks) 

Assignment report (30 scaled marks) 

General Comments 

These courses require a significant level of numeracy and literacy skills.  Pupils should be working at 

or preferably beyond National 5 English and Maths. 

Resources will be available for pupils online, but pupils will be expected to keep their own set of 

class notes and day books for experimental reports.  Home study tasks will involve check tests, 

completion of experimental reports, revision questions and pupils led study based on tracking 

conversations.  Due to the regular class assessment involved in this course, pupils are required to 

keep up with classwork and complete home study tasks on time.  Hard work and regular attendance 

are essential!  
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East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship:  

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies aids students in gaining an in-depth 

understanding of the essential science theories, and learn about the mathematics and fundamental 

concepts of science. Students also have the opportunity to carry out scientific and technical tests 

using manual equipment within a laboratory.  

Students will study fundamental chemistry concepts whilst gaining confidence in a wide range of 

chemical and biological experimental techniques. There are several research facilities offering their 

labs and research scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural College, Edinburgh 

University, Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, Pure Malt, and the 

Roslin Institute plus others. Whilst students attend their allocated research facility, they will record 

and gather evidence of their lab work and complete a variety of experiment based work in order to 

pass three skills-based SVQ units.  

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills based 

learning and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme however we aim 

to have a combination across the two years. Throughout the two year course students are expected 

to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the course subject. As the course follows a two 

year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, students 

must be committed to completing the course in its entirety. 

 If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a short 

video explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY  

For further information please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-

technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/  

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit: 

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU  

SQA Course Code: GN14 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 Science subject, 

and a pass in National 5 Maths. Each pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not inclusive of 

travel time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 

elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/
https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU
mailto:elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk
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East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship:  

 

 

Pupils will gain an in-depth understanding of essential science theories over a one year, intensive 

programme, and learn about the fundamental concepts of science. Pupils will have plenty of 

opportunities to carry out scientific and technical tests using manual equipment within a functioning 

laboratory in their work placement. There are several research facilities offering their labs and 

research scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural College, Edinburgh University, 

Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute 

plus others. 

Throughout the course you will be expected to pass a range of internal assessments such as UASP 

test, lab report submissions, and skills-based assessments. Students will also complete an intensive 

week long training sessions with an employer upon course commencement in June. On completion 

of this course pupils will have greatly improved their chances of gaining entry into a variety of 

undergraduate Science courses both in Further and Higher education. Pupils will also be in a position 

to apply for entry level positions in the Science industry via Modern or Graduate Apprenticeship 

programmes, as well as going directly into employment within this sector. 

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a short 

video explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY  

For further information, please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-

technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/  

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit: 

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU  

SQA Course Code: GN14 46  

Entry Requirements: S6 students only, pupils must have passed Higher Chemistry and Higher Maths. 

Each pupil will be required to attend an interview.  

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive of travel 

time). Please note this course takes 1 year to complete and is only available to S6 pupils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 

elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk  

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/
https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU
mailto:elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk
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Technologies 

Progression Pathways in Administration and Business Management 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject 

area. 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies 

Subject: Administration and IT National 4 

Course Content 

There are 3 units: 

Administrative Practice 

The purpose of this unit is to give learners a basic introduction to administration in the workplace. 

Learners will begin to appreciate key legislation affecting employees, key features of good customer 

care and the skills, qualities and attributes required of administrators. The unit will also enable them 

to apply this basic understanding in carrying out a range of straightforward administrative tasks 

required for organising and supporting small-scale events. 

IT Solutions for Administrator  

The purpose of this unit is to develop learners’ basic skills in IT and organising and processing simple 

information in familiar administration-related contexts. Learners will use the following IT 

applications: word processing, spreadsheets and databases, to create and edit simple business 

documents. The unit will allow emerging technologies to be incorporated so as to ensure that its 

content remains current and relevant. 

Communication in Administration 

The purpose of this unit is to enable learners to use IT for gathering and sharing simple information 

with others in familiar administration-related contexts. Learners will develop a basic understanding 

of what constitutes a reliable source of information and an ability to use appropriate methods for 

gathering information. They will also become able to communicate simple information in ways 

which show a basic awareness of its context, audience and purpose. The unit will allow emerging 

technologies to be incorporated so as to ensure that its content remains current and relevant. 

 

Course Assessment 

There will be 3 unit assessments and a course assessment:  

Unit Assessments: 

Administrative Practices  

IT Solutions for Administration 

Communication in Administration 

Added Value Unit.  The purpose of this Unit is to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills 

developed in the other 3 units. Learners will undertake practical administration- and IT- based tasks 

to organise and support a small-scale event or events. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies 

Subject: Administration and IT National 5 

 

Course Content 

The Course consists of two areas of study: 

Theory 

The purpose of the Unit is to introduce the responsibilities of organisations, the skills, qualities and 

duties of the administrative support function and the impact of these in the workplace. 

IT Applications 

The purpose of this Unit is to develop learners’ skills in IT, problem solving, organising and managing 

information.  Learners select IT applications to create and edit business documents, gather and 

share information and develop skills to communicate information. 

Learners will be introduced to word processing, desktop publishing, spreadsheets, databases, 

presentation and electronic communication. 

Course Assessment 

The Course assessment will consist of two components: a question paper and an assignment.  The 

total combined marks available are 120 marks, 50 marks for the question paper and 70 marks for the 

assignment. 

Question Paper 

The purpose of the question paper is to provide learners with the opportunity to demonstrate: 

• using IT functions in spreadsheet and database applications to produce and process 

information 

• problem-solving 

• administration theory 

The question paper has 50 marks (42% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment). 

Assessment Assignment 

The purpose of the assignment is to provide learners with the opportunity to demonstrate: 

• skills in using IT functions in word-processing, desktop publishing, and presentations to 

produce and process information 

• skills in using technology for investigation 

• skills in using technology for electronic communication 

• skills in problem-solving 

• administration theory 

 

The assessment assignment has 70 marks (58% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment). 
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Curricular Area: Technologies 

Subject: Administration and IT Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: Administration and IT National 5 Grade A or B or S3 

recommendation for two year Higher 

 

Aims of the Course 

Administration and IT helps learners develop advanced administrative skills and digital literacy, 

allowing them to contribute to the effective functioning of organisations in supervisory 

administrative positions.  Learners will develop the ability to use a range of advanced software 

application functions covering word processing, spreadsheets, databases and emerging 

technologies. 

 

Course Content 

Administrative Theory and Practice  

The purpose of this unit is for learners to develop their understanding of the factors contributing to 

an efficient administrative function.  These include time and task management, effective teams, 

complying with workplace legislation, the impact of digital technologies, and customer care. 

 

IT Applications  

The purpose of this unit is to develop learners’ skills in organizing and managing information using 

digital technology in administrative contexts.  Learners will use software application functions to 

analyse, process and manage information, in order to create and edit complex business documents.  

Learners develop an understanding of barriers to communication and ways of overcoming them to 

ensure communication is effective.  They will also develop skills, knowledge and understanding of 

how to maintain the security and confidentiality of information. 

 

Course Assessment 

The question paper will have two sections and 50 marks (42% of the total mark).   

Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Section 1 will have 10 marks and contain questions based on a piece of stimulus material. 

Section 2 will have 40 marks and contain questions that assess the application of knowledge and 

understanding. 
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Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 70 marks (58% of the total mark). 

The assignment gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate: 

• advanced functions in word processing, spreadsheets, databases and presentation software 

to produce, process and manage information, and solve problems in unfamiliar contexts 

• Electronic research skills to source complex information 

• Effective communication skills, taking into account, purpose and audience. 

General Comments 

Very useful skills for ALL in  the Information Technology age. 
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Curricular Area:  Technologies 

 

Subject: Business National 4 

 

Course Content 

 

The course consists of 3 units 

 

Business in Action 
 

In this unit learners will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of how and 

why businesses develop and operate in today’s society. Learners will develop skills and 

knowledge and understanding relating to the role of business and entrepreneurship within 

society, and of the actions taken by business to meet customers’ needs. Learners will 

discover how businesses are organised by exploring the functional activities, such as 

marketing, finance, operations and human resources, and applying their understanding of 

these areas to support business planning and decision making. 

 

Influences on Business 
 

In this unit learners will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of the impact 

that a range of internal and external influences has on business decision making. Learners 

will investigate stakeholders influence on businesses and will acquire skills and knowledge 

and understanding relating to the financial, economic, competitive and social environment 

in which businesses have to operate. This will provide learners with a growing understanding 

of how these influences can affect business survival and success. 

 

Added Value Unit: Business Assignment 
 

In this Unit, learners will draw on and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding they 

have gained from across the other Units of the Course. This will be demonstrated by an 

assignment. The criteria for the assignment will be sufficiently flexible and open to allow for 

a degree of personalisation and choice as to the aspect of business to be investigated and 

how the findings may be presented. 

 

Course Assessment 

 

There will be unit and course assessments: 

 

Unit Assessments: 
 

Business in Action 

Influence on business 

 

Course Assessments: 
 

Added Value Unit 
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Curricular Area:  Technologies  

Subject: Business National 5 

 

Course Content 

The Course consists of five units: 

Understanding Business 

In this Unit, learners will be introduced to the business environment while developing skills, 

knowledge and understanding of enterprise, and the role of different types of business organisations 

in society.  Learners will also learn about the internal and external environments in which 

organisations operate, and the role of stakeholders in business. 

Management of Marketing 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the importance to 

organisations of having effective marketing systems.  Learners will learn about the processes and 

procedures organisations use to maintain competitiveness, and how marketing can be used to 

communicate effectively with consumers, maximising customer satisfaction. 

Management of Operations 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the importance to 

organisations of having effective operations systems.  They learn about the processes and 

procedures used to maintain quality through the effective management of suppliers, inventory, and 

methods of production in an ethical manner. 

Management of People 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the issues facing 

organisations when managing people.  They will learn about the theories, concepts and processes 

relating to human resource management, and how employees contribute to the success of 

organisations. 

Management of Finance 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the issues facing 

organisations when managing finance.  The will learn about the basic theories, concepts and 

processes relating to financial aspects of business, when preparing and interpreting information to 

solve financial problems facing organisations. 
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Course Assessment 

The Course assessment will consist of two components: a question paper and an assignment.  The 

total combined marks available are 120 marks, 90 marks for the question paper and 30 marks for the 

assignment. 

Question Paper 

The purpose of the question paper is to provide the learners with an opportunity to demonstrate: 

• applying knowledge and understanding of business concepts, some of which may be 

relatively complex 

• using data handling techniques to interpret straightforward business information 

• interpreting and analysing straightforward business information 

• evaluating straightforward business information to draw conclusions. 

The question paper has 90 marks (75% of the overall Course Assessment). 

Assessment Assignment 

The purpose of the assignment is to provide learners with the opportunity to demonstrate their 

ability to: 

• select an appropriate business topic 

• research and gather suitable business data, information and evidence relating to the context 

of the topic, from a range of sources 

• apply knowledge and understanding of business concepts to explain and analyse the key 

features of the topic 

• draw valid conclusions and/or recommendations to make informed business judgements 

and/or decisions 

• produce an appropriately formatted business report suitable for the purpose, intended 

audience and context of the assignment 

The assignment has 30 marks (25% of the overall Course Assessment). 
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Curricular Area: Technologies    

Subject: Business Management Higher 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Business Management at 

Grade A or B 

Crash Higher – English National 5 A or B or S3 recommendation for two year 

higher 

 

Aims of the Course 

Higher Business Management focuses on the different ways large organisations operate.  Learners 

will learn to understand and make use of business information to interpret and report on overall 

business performance, in a range of contexts.  They will make use of current business theory and 

practice to reflect on the integrated nature of large organisations, their functions and decision-

making processes. 

 

Course Content 

The course is divided into 5 main areas: 

Understanding Business 

Learners develop their understanding of how large organisations in the private, public and third 

sectors operate, make decisions and pursue their strategic goals.  They analyse the impact that 

internal and external environments have on an organisation’s activity, and consider the implication 

of these factors. 

 

Management of Marketing 

Learners develop their understanding of the importance of effective marketing systems to large 

organisations.  They learn about relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by organisations 

to improve competitiveness and customer satisfaction. 

 

Management of Operations 

Learners develop their understanding of the importance of effective operations systems to large 

organisations. They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by 

organisations to improve and/or maintain quality, and the importance of satisfying both internal and 

external customers’ needs.  
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Management of People 

 

Learners develop their understanding of the issues that large organisations face when managing 

people.  They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by organisations 

when dealing with staff, including retention, training, leadership and motivation. 

 

Management of Finance 

Learners develop their understanding of the issues that large organisations face when managing 

finance.  They learn about the relevant theories, concepts and procedures used by organisations in 

financial situations. 

 

Course Assessment 

The question paper will have two sections and 90 marks (75% of the total mark).   

Time allowed: 2 hours 45 minutes 

Section 1 will have 30 marks and contains one question based on stimulus material in the form of a 

case study. 

Section 2 will have 60 marks and contains four questions, sampling content from any of the five 

areas of study. 

Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 30 marks (25% of the total mark). 

The assignment gives candidates the opportunity to research and analyse information, and produce 

a business report.  The report is based on an analysis of the research findings and details appropriate 

conclusions and/or recommendations. 

 

General Comments 

Pupils considered fit to undertake this subject at this level are likely to be the managers of the 

future. Isn't it a good idea, then, to learn these skills at the earliest stage - in school?
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 East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship: 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills provides the opportunity to learn about, and 

understand, management and business priorities across the industry. This includes: 

- Working with IT software  

- Managing people and finance 

- Contemporary business issues  
 

This apprenticeship also aids young people in being able to plan, manage, and improve their own 

performance in the business sector. Pupils will gain the necessary skills and experiences to address 

the skill gaps within the business industry. Students will have developed a highly transferable set of 

knowledge, skills, and behaviours that can be applied to a variety of sectors, including the public, 

private, and charitable sector. 

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills based 

learning and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. Students should 

be prepared to take part in a work placement during the February or October holiday on top of their 

Tuesday and Thursday classes. Please note that this may be virtual or an in person experience and 

may or may not last for the entire week. East Lothian Works tries to minimise the level of work 

experience required to take place during school holidays. Throughout the two year course students 

are expected to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the course subject. As the course 

follows a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, 

students must be committed to completing the course in its entirety.  

For further information about this framework please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/business-

skills/individual-business-skills/  
 

SQA Course Code: GL8J 46  

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve National 5 in a Business related 

subject, a pass in National 5 Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each pupil will be required to 

attend an interview.  

Location: Musselburgh Grammar School / Community facility / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not inclusive of 

travel time). Please note that this course takes 2 years to complete. 
 

If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 

elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk  

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/
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East Lothian Foundation Apprenticeship: 

  
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Accountancy aids young people in gaining hands-on experience in 

a fast-paced, dynamic industry. Students will be provided with the opportunity to gain a holistic 

overview of the Accountancy sector, including areas such as: 

 - Preparing management accounting information  - Indirect Tax 

- Recording data in ledger     - Bookkeeping 

- Analysing account information  

Students will develop skills and knowledge across a range of topics alongside a work placement, 

allowing them to gain a competitive advantage over others when it comes to entering the world of 

work in Accounting. 

Pupils will also take part in professional Accountancy exams with a worldwide recognised professional 

body of Accounting. Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and 

the professional exams and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. 

Students should be prepared to take part in a work placement during the February or October holiday 

on top of their Tuesday and Thursday classes. Please note that this may be virtual or an in person 

experience and may or may not last for the entire week. East Lothian Works tries to minimise the level 

of work experience required to take place during school holidays. Throughout the two year course 

students are expected to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the course subject as well 

as their professional exams in year 2. As the course follows a two year programme, there is no partial 

award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, students must be committed to completing the 

course in its entirety. 

For further information about this framework please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/  

 

SQA Course Code: GN7T 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 in a Business 

related subject, a pass in Higher Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each pupil will be required 

to attend an interview.  

Location: North Berwick High School / Community facility / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive of travel 

time). Please note that this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 

elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/
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Curricular Area: Technologies 

Subject: Post-Higher Provision:  Advanced Higher Business Management 

Recommended previous experience: A or B at Higher Business 

Management 

 

Course Content 

There are 3 units of study: 

The External Business Environment  

Learners will develop a detailed knowledge and in-depth understanding of the effects of external 

influences on organisations operating at a multinational and global level. The Unit provides learners 

with the opportunities to investigate how an organisation is affected by external factors and to gain 

an in-depth understanding of the responsibilities of managers in an economic, social and 

environmental context. Learners will analyse and evaluate the impact of such external factors and 

consider the effectiveness of various courses of action. 

 

The Internal Business Environment  

Learners will gain a thorough grounding in the discipline that forms the basis of management 

practice. The Unit allows learners to carry out activities that will expand their knowledge of both 

traditional and contemporary management theories used by organisations to maximise their 

efficiency. It also allows learners to analyse and evaluate theories relating to internal factors that 

influence the success of teams.  

 

Evaluating Business Information  

Learners will develop skills in evaluating a range of business information used by organisations to 

reach conclusions. This will help learners to become competent and confident in the analysis and 

evaluation of business information, based on a research project carried out on a topic from the 

Course. 

 

Course Assessment 

There will be 2 Unit Assessments and 2 Course Assessments 

The External Business Environment 

The Internal Business Environment 

Component 1 — Question Paper – 80 marks 
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The purpose of this question paper is to address challenge and application. These will be assessed by 

drawing on, and sampling, the knowledge and understanding from across the Course. Learners will 

be required to apply their knowledge and understanding of business concepts and situations in 

complex contexts.  

The question paper has 2 sections.  

Section 1 - 40 marks - and will consist of a set of mandatory questions based on a business case 

study stimulus. The questions will be drawn from across the Course. Learners will be required to 

demonstrate application of skills and knowledge and understanding, within the context of the case 

study.  

Section 2 - 40 marks - and will consist of 4 mandatory questions, worth 10 marks each, which are 

drawn from across the Course.  

Component 2 — Project – 40 marks 

The project will provide learners with the opportunity to apply and extend research, analytical, 

evaluative and decision-making skills, within the context of a business topic or issue. Learners should 

use a wide range of business sources relevant to the context of the project, and present their 

findings in a business report. 
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Technologies 

Progression Pathways in Computing 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject area. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Digital Literacy NPA Level 3 

Recommended previous experience: Recommendation in S3 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Digital Literacy course are to provide learners with knowledge, understanding and awareness of 

modern digital technologies and the organisation of information.  This includes computer and mobile devices, tools 

and techniques of the Internet and computer applications. 

 

Course Content 

Computer Basics 

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop knowledge in using a variety of devices and how they can be used 

safely and responsibly.  Learners will be able to develop an understanding of the hardware and software of devices, 

how to use devices to find and share information, create information using devices while using devices safely, legally 

and ethically. 

Digital Skills 

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop practical skills using computer devices and to select appropriate 

software for different contexts.  They will develop their skills in searching for information online as well as develop 

an    understanding of how to use social media safely and effectively. 

Computer Applications 

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop an understanding of the different computer applications and how they 

can be used safely and responsibly in different ways such as writing, counting and graphics/presentation. 

 

Course Assessment 

All assessments are internal and will consist of practical and theory elements. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Computing Science National 4  

 

Course Content 

The course consists of 3 units: 

Software Design and Development 

The aim of this unit is for the learner to develop basic knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills 

in software design and development. Learners will develop basic computational thinking and programming skills 

through practical tasks using appropriate software development environment across a range of contemporary 

contexts. These tasks will involve simple features and straightforward contexts. They will also develop an 

understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary form and how programming underpins computer 

applications. Learners will also explore the impact of contemporary software-based applications on society or the 

environment. 

Information System Design and Development 

The aim of this unit is for the learner to develop basic knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills 

in information system design and development. Learners will implement practical solutions using appropriate 

development tools to create databases, web-based information systems, multimedia information systems (and/or 

hybrids of these). These tasks will involve simple features and straightforward contexts. Learners will also develop an 

understanding of basic computer hardware, software, connectivity and security issues through a range of practical 

and investigative tasks. 

Computing Science Assignment 

This unit requires the learner to apply skills and knowledge from the other units to analyse and solve an appropriate 

challenging computing science problem. 

 

Course Assessment 

Unit Assessments: 

Software Design and Development 

Information System Design and Development 

Added Value Unit - The assignment will outline a broad problem specification, with descriptions of one or two 

computing problems set within a defined context. There will be a structured task sheet, describing what the learner 

is required to do for each stage of the assignment and what evidence is required 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Computing Science National 5  

 

Aims of the Course 

The course highlights how computing professionals are problem solvers and designers and the far reaching impact of 

information technology on our environment and society.   

The aims of the course are to enable learners to: 

• Apply computational thinking skills in range of contemporary context 

• Apply knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes in computing science 

• Apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation, testing and evaluation to a range of digital 

solutions 

• Communicate computing concepts and explain computational behaviour clearly and concisely using 

appropriate terminology 

• Develop an understanding of the role and impact of computing science in changing and influencing our 

environment and society  

 

Course Content 

The course consists of 4 units: 

Software Design and Development 

The aim of this Unit is for the learner to develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in 

software design and development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks using appropriate software 

development environments.  Learners will develop their programming and computational-thinking skills by 

implementing practical solutions and explaining how these programs work.  These tasks will involve some complex 

features and both familiar and new contexts, which will require some interpretation by learners.  Learners will 

analyse problems, and design, implement, test and evaluate their solutions. 

Computer Systems 

The aim of this Unit is for learners to develop an understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary 

form and basic computer architecture.  Learners will gain an awareness of the environmental impact of the energy 

use of computing systems and security precautions that can be taken to protect computer systems. 

 

 

Database Design and Development 
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The aim of this Unit is for learners to develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills in 

database design and development through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  Learners will apply 

computational thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions, using a range of 

development tools such as SQL.  The tasks will involve complex features and both familiar and new contexts which 

will require some interpretation by learners. 

Web Design and Development 

The aim for this unit is for learners to develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-soling skills in web 

design and development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  Learners will apply computational-

thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions to web-based problems.  Learners 

will use a range of development tools such as HTML, CSS and JavaScript.  The tasks will involve complex features and 

both familiar and new contexts which will require interpretation by learners. 

 

Course Assessment 

The question paper will have two sections and 110 marks (69% of the total mark).  Approximately 40% of the marks 

will be awarded for Software Design and Development, 10% for Computer Systems, 25% for Database Design and 

Development and 25% for Web Design and Development. 

Time allowed: 2 hours 

Section 1 will have 25 marks and will consist of short answer questions assessing breadth and knowledge from across 

all four Units. 

Section 2 will have 85 marks and consists of restricted and extended response questions.  Questions will assess 

application of knowledge and understanding rather than direct recall, including extended descriptions and 

explanations, and be more integrative, drawing on understanding from two or more topics across Units. 

Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 50 marks (31% of the total mark). 

The assignment will allow learners to demonstrate their skills in applying computational thinking in a range of 

contexts, analysing problems, designing, implementing, testing and evaluating digital solutions, developing skills in 

computer programming and applying computing science concepts and techniques to create solutions across a range 

of contexts. 

The assignment is made of three distinct tasks and distributed across three areas; Software Design and Development 

(25 marks), Database Design and Development (10-15 marks) and Web Design and Development (10-15 marks). 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Computing Science Higher 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Computing Science Grade A 

or B or recommendation for two year Higher 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the course are to 

• Develop and apply aspects of computational thinking in a range of contemporary contexts 

• Apply knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and processes in computing science 

• Apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation, testing and evaluation to a range of digital 

solutions with some complex aspects 

• Communicate advanced computing concepts and explain computational behavior clearly and concisely, 

using appropriate terminology 

• Develop awareness of current trends in computing technologies and their impact in transforming and 

influencing our environment and society. 

 

Course Content 

Software Design and Development  

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and practical 

problem-solving skills in software design and development.  They do this using the Python programming 

environment.  Learners will develop modular programming and computational-thinking skills by analysing, designing, 

implementing, testing and evaluating practical solutions and explaining how these programs work.  They use their 

knowledge of data types and constructs to create efficient programs to solve advanced problems.  

 

Computer Systems 

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop their understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary 

form and factors affecting system performance.  Learners will gain an awareness of the environmental impact of 

intelligent systems, as well as the security risks, precautions and laws that can protect computer systems. 

 

 

Database Design and Development  

The aim of this unit is for learners to develop knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving 

skills in database design and development.  Learners will do this through a range of practical tasks, using a minimum 

of three linked tables and implemented SQL.  Learners apply computational thinking skills to analyse, design, 
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implement, test and evaluate practical solutions using a range of development tools.  Learners will apply 

interpretation skills to tasks involving some complex features in both familiar and new contexts. 

Web Design and Development  

The aim of this unit is for leaners to develop knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving skills 

in database design and development.  Learners will do this through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  

Learners will apply computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test, and evaluate practical solutions 

to web-based problems, using a range of development tools including HTML, Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) and 

JavaScript.  Learners will apply interpretation skills to tasks involving some complex features in both familiar and new 

contexts. 

Course Assessment 

The question paper will have two sections and 110 marks (69% of the total mark).  Approximately 40% of the marks 

will be awarded for Software Design and Development, 10% for Computer Systems, 25% for Database Design and 

Development and 25% for Web Design and Development. 

Time allowed: 2 hours 30 minutes 

Section 1 will have 25 marks and will consist of short answer questions assessing breadth and knowledge from across 

all four Units. 

Section 2 will have 85 marks and consists of restricted and extended response questions.  Questions will assess 

application of knowledge and understanding rather than direct recall, including extended descriptions and 

explanations, and be more integrative, drawing on understanding from two or more topics across Units. 

Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 50 marks (31% of the total mark). 

The assignment will allow learners to demonstrate their skills in applying computational thinking in a range of 

contexts, analysing problems, designing, implementing, testing and evaluating digital solutions, demonstrating skills 

in computer programming and applying computing science concepts and techniques to create solutions across a 

range of contexts. 

The assignment is made of three distinct tasks and distributed across three areas; Software Design and Development 

(25 marks), Database Design and Development (10-15 marks) and Web Design and Development (10-15 marks). 

General Comments 

It is intended to provide progression from National 5 Computing Science and may lead to an 

Advanced Higher in Computing Studies. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Post-Provision: Advanced Higher Computing Science 

Recommended previous experience: Higher Computing Science with and A or B pass 

 

Course Content 

Software Design and Development 

This Unit developed knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving skills in software design and 

development.  Pupils will do this using appropriate software development environments.  Pupils develop object-

oriented programming and computational-thinking skills by analysing, designing, implementing, testing and 

evaluating practical solutions and explaining how these modular programs work. 

Database Design and Development  

This Unit develops knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving skills in database design and 

development.  Pupils do this through a range of practical tasks, using SQL to create and query relational databases.  

Pupils will apply computation skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions, using a range 

of development tools. 

Web Design and Development 

This Unit develops knowledge, understanding and advanced practical problem-solving skills in web design and 

development.   Pupils will do this through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  They will apply computational 

thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical solutions to web-based problems, using a 

range of development tools including HTML, CSS and PHP. 

Computer Systems 

This Unit will allow pupils to develop their understanding of how data is stored in hexadecimal form and how flags 

are used during the fetch-execute cycle.  Pupils will become aware of the environmental impact of data centres and 

the security risks of code injections.  

 

Course Assessment 

There will be 2 Course Assessments 

Course Assessments 

The Course assessment will consist of 2 Components: a project and a question paper.  

Component 1 — Project - 80 marks (50% of Total Mark) 

 

The purpose of the project is to apply computational thinking to solve a complex computing problem by analysing a 

complex problem with a computing science context, designing, developing, implement, test and evaluate a digital 
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solution to a complex problem.  Pupils will demonstrate advanced skills in computer programming and communicate 

their understanding of complex concepts related to computing science. 

Component 2 — Question Paper - 80 marks (50% of Total Mark) 

The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth of knowledge from across the Course, depth of 

understanding, and application of this knowledge and understanding to answer appropriately challenging questions.  

The question paper will consist of structured and extended response questions.  

It will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding to answer 

appropriately challenging context-based questions, by drawing on and applying knowledge. 
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Technologies 

Progression Pathways in CDT Subjects 

The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this subject area. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Design and Manufacture National 4 and 5 

Recommended previous experience: S3 recommendation 

 

Aims of the Course 

SQA’s Design and Manufacture qualification provides a broad and practical experience in product design and 

manufacture, with opportunities for learners to gain skills in designing and communicating design proposals through 

folio work and modelling techniques. 

Learners develop design skills in designing and manufacturing models, prototypes and products and will gain 

knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials.  Learners will develop an understanding of 

the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our environment and society.  The courses build 

challenging, coherent and enjoyable learner journeys through all levels. 

 

Course Content 

The course consists of two units: 

Design 

This Unit covers the product design process from brief to design proposal.  It helps learners develop skills in 

initiating, developing, articulating and communicating design proposals.  Learners gain an understanding of the 

design/make/test process and the importance of evaluating and resolving design proposals on an ongoing basis.  It 

allows learners to develop an understanding of the factors that influence the design of products. 

Manufacture 

This unit covers the manufacture of prototypes and products. It allows learners to ‘close the design loop’ by 

manufacturing their design ideas. It helps learners to develop practical skills in the design/test process.  Learners 

gain an appreciation of the properties and uses of materials, as well as a range of manufacturing processes and 

techniques, allowing them to evaluate and refine design and manufacturing solutions. Learners will also gain an 

understanding of commercial manufacture. 

In both Units, learners will gain knowledge and understanding of design and manufacturing technologies and how 

these impact on our environment and society. 

 

 

 

Course Assessment 

Question Paper 
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The question paper will have a total of 80 marks.  Learners will complete it in 1 hour 45 minutes. 

The question paper has two sections.  

Section 1 has 60 marks consisting of six or seven questions focusing on design and workshop-based manufacture.  

Question 1 has 30 marks and will focus on range of materials, hand tools and machinery and is based in a workshop-

crafted project.  The remaining questions will focus on design. 

Section 2 has 20 marks and focuses on commercial manufacture and consists of four or five questions.  Questions 

will focus on materials and commercial manufacturing processes and the impact of commercial manufacture on 

society and the environment. 

Assignment 

There are two linked assignments: design and practical 

Design 

This assignment will have a total of 55 marks.  It assesses the application of design skills to develop a proposal to a 

set brief.  The proposal is then manufactured as evidence for the assignment – practical.  

Practical 

This assignment will have a total of 45 marks.  It assesses the application of practical skills to manufacture the 

proposal developed in the assignment – practical. 

For a National 4 award the assessment standards are above minus the final exam.  A National 4 is a pass/fail award 

with no grading and requires the completion of learning outcomes and added value unit to a National 4 standard.  
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Design and Manufacture Higher 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Design and Manufacture Grade A, B or C  

Aims of the Course 

The Higher Design and Manufacture Course allows learners to study the lifecycle of products from their inception 

through design, manufacture, and use, including their disposal and/or re-use.  It helps learners appreciate the impact 

commercial manufacture has on design and the need for balance and compromise when developing successful 

commercial products. 

Throughout the course, learners will develop their skills in research and designing products while developing their 

understanding of materials, commercial manufacture and design factors.  Learners will also develop an 

understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on society, the environment and the world of 

work. 

 

Course Content 

Design 

Learners study the design process from brief to design proposal. This will help them to develop skills in initiating, 

developing, articulating and communicating design proposals. Learners will explore and refine design proposals using 

the design/make/test process and by applying knowledge of materials, processes and design factors to reach a viable 

solution. This will help learners to develop an understanding of the factors that influence design, marketing and the 

use of commercial products. 

Manufacture 

Learners study the manufacture of commercial products.  They develop knowledge of materials, manufacturing and 

production processes and strengthen their understanding of how these influence the design of products.  This 

provides learners will the knowledge and understanding required to develop a viable design proposal for a 

commercial product and to plan its production. 

Studying both of these units allows learners to understand the relationship between designing products and 

manufacturing products while helping them see how this connection influences a product’s lifecycle.  It also give 

learners the opportunity to appreciate the impact design and manufacturing technologies have on society, the 

environment and the world of work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Assessment 
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Question Paper 

The question paper has 80 marks (47% of the total mark).  The question paper will assess learners on design, 

materials and manufacture and the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on society, the environment 

and the world of work. 

Time allowed: 2 hours 15 minutes 

Section 1 will have 25 marks and consists of a single question based on the design and manufacture of two similar 

products.  The question focuses on design factors and the justification of materials and manufacturing processes 

used in their commercial manufacture. 

Section 2 will have 55 marks and consists questions that focus on the design and manufacture of commercial 

products and the impact design and manufacturing technologies has on society, the environment and the world of 

work. 

Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 90 marks (53% of the total mark). 

The assignment assesses learners’ ability to apply design skills to develop a proposal according to a set brief.   

  



 

109 
 

Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Graphic Communication National 4 

 

Aims of the Course 

The National 4 Graphic Communication course provides learners with an opportunity to gain skills in reading, 

interpreting and creating graphic communications.  Learners will initiate, develop and communicate ideas graphically 

and develop spatial awareness and visual literacy through graphic experiences. 

Course Content 

The course consists of 3 units: 

2D Graphic Communication 

This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 2D graphic communication context. It will allow 

learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar 

contexts. Learners develop 2D graphic spatial awareness. 

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication 

This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic communication context. 

Again, it will allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward 

and familiar contexts. They will develop 3D graphic spatial awareness. 

In both of the units, learners will develop an understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on 

our environment and society. 

Added Value Unit: Graphic Communication Assignment 

This Unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. Learners will be able to extend and apply their 

knowledge and skills through the assignment. They will draw on their range of graphic communication experiences 

from the Units in order to produce an effective overall response to the assignment. The assignment brief will be 

sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. 

Course Assessment 

There are unit assessments: 

2D Graphic Communications 

3D Graphic Communications  

The assignment will consist of a meaningful and appropriately challenging graphic communication task in which the 

learner can demonstrate an application of their skills, knowledge and understanding in context. 

Learners evidence should include a collection of meaningful graphic items produced in response to and satisfying a 

given brief, graphic research and development work, and an evaluation of the effectiveness of the final presentation 

work. The assignment will be within a single context rather than unconnected pieces of graphic work.
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Graphic Communication National 5 

Recommended previous experience: S3 recommendation, interest in or 

also studying Art and Design, Design and Manufacture or similar 

creative courses. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 

• develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics materials and 

software  

• extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards, protocols, and 

conventions where these apply  

• develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and 

society 

 

Course Content 

The Course consists of two Coursework Units and Course assessment. The Course assessment consists of a question 

paper and an assessment assignment.  

Coursework 

On completing the Course, learners will have developed skills in 2D and 3D graphics, as well as pictorial graphics. 

They will be able to apply these skills in order to produce graphics that require relevant visual impact and graphics 

that transmit information. 

2D Graphic Communication 

This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 2D graphic communication context. It will allow 

learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar 

contexts. In addition, the Unit allows learners to develop their skills in some less familiar or new contexts. Learners 

will develop 2D graphic spatial awareness.  

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication  

This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic communication context. 

Again, it will allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward 

and familiar contexts. In addition, the Unit allows learners to develop their skills in some less familiar or new 

contexts. Learners will develop 3D graphic spatial awareness.  

In both Units, learners will develop an understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on our 

environment and society. 

 

Course Assessment 
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The course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  The total combined 

marks available are 120 marks, 80 marks for the question paper and 40 marks for the assessment. 

 

Assessment Assignment 

The assignment will give learners an opportunity to: 

• Demonstrate graphic design skills and creativity 

• use graphic communication technologies 

• produce preliminary, production and promotional graphic items in response to a situation or problem 

• use illustration techniques to create graphics with relevant visual impact 

• produce 2D and 3D production drawings, applying appropriate standards, protocols and conventions 

(drawing includes manual or electronic production methodologies) 

• review and evaluate their progress, giving justification for the choice of graphic items and the graphic 

communication techniques employed 

 

The assessment assignment has 40 marks (33% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment). 

Examination Question Paper  

 

The question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and 

understanding relating to: 

• computer-aided design techniques 

• the use of graphic items in specific situations 

• the advantage and disadvantage of manual and electronic methods of graphic communication 

• spatial awareness - by responding to and/or interpreting given sketches and drawings 

• drawing standards, protocols and conventions 

• the use of colours, layout and presentation techniques 

 

The question paper has 80 marks (67% of the overall marks for the Course assessment). 

 

General Comments 

Throughout the course learners will be required to meet hand-in deadlines, for both coursework and the assessment 

assignment. Learners may need to complete work outside of class time, making use of study periods or 

lunchtime/after school sessions. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Graphic Communication Higher 

 

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Graphic Communication, interest in or also studying Art and Design, 

Design and Manufacture or similar creative courses. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

• skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics materials and software 

• creativity in the production of graphic communications to produce visual impact in meeting a specified 

purpose 

• skills in evaluating the effectiveness of graphics in communicating and meeting their purpose 

• an understanding of graphic communication standards protocols and conventions, where these apply 

• an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society 

 

Course Content 

The Course consists of two units. 

2D Graphic Communication 

This Unit helps learners to develop their creativity and presentation skills within a 2D graphic communication 

context. It will allow learners to initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas graphically, using two-dimensional 

graphic techniques. Learners will develop a number of skills and attributes within a 2D graphic communication 

context, including spatial awareness, visual literacy, and the ability to interpret given drawings, diagrams and other 

graphics. Learners will evaluate the effectiveness of their own and given graphic communications to meet their 

purpose. 

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication 

This Unit helps learners to develop their creativity and presentation skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic 

communication context. It will allow learners to initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas graphically, using 

three-dimensional graphic techniques. Learners will develop a number of skills and attributes within a 3D graphic 

communication context, including spatial awareness, visual literacy, and the ability to interpret given drawings, 

diagrams and other graphics. Learners will evaluate the effectiveness of their own and given graphic 

communications to meet their purpose. Across both Units, learners will develop an understanding of how graphic 

communication as an activity, and graphic technologies by their use, impact on our environment and society. 

 

Course Assessment 
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Question Paper 

The question paper has 90 marks (64% of the total mark).  The question paper will allow learners to demonstrate 

skills, knowledge and understanding relating to CAD techniques, interpretation of graphic items, digital technology in 

graphic communication, drawing standards, protocols and conventions and DTP features, design elements and 

principles. 

Time allowed: 2 hours 30 minutes 

Course Assignment 

The assignment will have 50 marks (36% of the total mark). 

The assignment assesses learners’ ability to apply graphic communication skills and knowledge acquired and 

developed during the course, in the context of defined tasks which require a response to a problem or situation. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Post-Higher Provision: Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 

 

Recommended previous experience: Higher Graphic Communication (Grade B+), interest in or also studying Art and 

Design, Design and Manufacture or similar creative courses.  An appropriate level of English is required for the 

written aspect of the course. 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  

• skills for enquiry, research and evaluation in the commercial contexts of graphic communication  

• critical understanding of the impact of advanced graphic communication technologies and activities on our 

environment and society  

• skills in applying graphic communication design principles and techniques in the various contexts of 

commercial activity  

• skills in the use of software applications in producing creative, meaningful and effective graphic items and 

solutions to contextualised problems and challenges  

• skills in creatively applying graphic presentation work and animation techniques to satisfy the needs of 

commercial activities and those of their audiences  

• the ability to demonstrate independence in learning and thinking  

 

Course Content 

The Course consists of two Coursework Units and Course assessment. The Course assessment consists of a question 

paper and a project.  

 

Coursework 

Technical Graphics  

This Unit will provide opportunities for learners to develop and creatively apply the graphic communication 

knowledge, skills and understanding which directly support graphic designing and communication activities in the 

various contexts of technical activities. It will enable learners to experience graphic communication in technical 

detail through exploring the purposes, applications and audience requirements. Within this Unit it is expected that 

learners will be using a range of knowledge and skills through manual and/or electronic-based communication 

activities. Learners will have significant opportunities to explore the use of detailed 2D and 3D graphics in modelling, 

graphic visualisation and technical/mechanical animation in relation to technical activities.  

Commercial and Visual Media Graphics (Advanced Higher)  
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This Unit will provide opportunities for learners to develop skills and explore techniques in creating a range of 

effective commercial and visual media graphic communication activities and their application in the fields of 

publishing and promotion. This Unit will attract learners with an interest in the broad commercial and visual media 

use of graphics which might include presentation work, magazines, newspapers, informational manuals, static 

promotional work, website page layout, graphic design, advertising and point of sale, digital media, games, 

animation, expressive arts, electronic-based learning and advertising. Graphic design work will be iterative, with an 

expectation of review, evaluation, amendment and presentation, and with a deep understanding of the needs of the 

intended audience. 

 

Course Assessment 

The Project 

The purpose of The Project is to assess the practical application of knowledge and skills from across the Course to 

develop a solution to an appropriately complex graphic communication task providing challenge and requiring 

application. It will assess the learner’s skills in identifying opportunities to present solutions to satisfy perceived 

graphic needs, research markets and audiences, produce effective graphic solutions, critically evaluate and report on 

the solution and the process. The Project is a learner-generated graphic communication project. Evidence will be 

produced through the learner’s response to a self-generated brief (with assessor approval) or through a partnership 

arrangement (with assessor approval). The project may be based on a combination of the principles, practices and 

techniques from across the Course or more focused and specific as required by the brief. 

The Project has 120 marks (60% of the total mark). 

Examination Question Paper 

The question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and 

understanding:  

• Demonstrate their understanding of the range of techniques and practices used in technical, commercial and 

visual media graphic communications.  

• Demonstrate reasoning ability by interpreting the graphic communication needs of specific audiences. 

• Justify presented graphics in terms of purpose and audience needs.  

• Demonstrate an understanding of the use and impact of contemporary graphic communication technology 

in the creation of effective technical or commercial and visual media graphics.  

• Comment knowledgeably on graphic communication as it impacts on our environment and society.  

The question paper has 80 marks (40% of the total mark). 

 

General Comments 

The Advanced Higher Graphic Communication course develops through a number of graphic themes and 

approaches, and the learner may tailor their studies and choices to suit their intended pathways. For example if a 

learner is intending to study architecture at university they may choose to base their Project on an architectural 

theme. 
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The nature of this course demands that pupils work independently on their Project and parts of the coursework. The 

role of the teacher is to support the learners, particularly with the Project. Throughout the course learners will be 

required to meet hand-in deadlines, for both coursework and The Project. Learners will need to complete work 

outside of class time, making use of study periods or lunchtime/after school sessions. 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Practical Craft Skills National 3 

 

Aims of the Course 

• Develop skills in reading and interpreting drawings and diagrams 

• Identify, select and use a range of workshop tools, equipment and materials 

• Develop basic skills in measuring and marking out of materials 

• Apply safe working practices in a workshop or similar environment 

• Take account of good practice regarding sustainability and recycling. 

 

Course Content 

The course comprises of 3 units. 

Working with Tools 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of a range of common tools and equipment used in woodworking 

and/or metalworking. The learner will also develop skills for measuring and marking out and for preliminary cutting 

and shaping of materials. 

Working with Materials 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills in working with different woodworking and/or metalworking materials. This 

Unit helps learners to develop skills in cutting, shaping, fixing and joining materials, using a variety of appropriate 

craft techniques. 

Making an Item 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills in making an item from wood, metal or a combination of these materials. 

Learners will learn to read and interpret simple working drawings, select and use tools safely, apply appropriate 

finishing techniques and review their completed item. 

In each of the three Units, learners will develop an appreciation of safe working practices in a 

workshop environment. They will also develop knowledge of good practice in sustainability and recycling. 

 

Course Assessment 

Unit Assessments:  

Working with tools 

Working with materials 

Making an item 

 

All assessments are internal assessments 
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Practical Woodworking National 4 and 5  

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop skills, knowledge 

and understanding of: 

• Woodworking techniques 

• Measuring and marking out timber sections and sheet materials 

• Safe working practices in workshop environments 

• Practical creativity and problem-solving skills 

• Sustainability issues in a practical woodworking context 

 

Course Content 

The course comprises of 3 units. 

Flat-frame Construction 

In this unit learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the use of woodworking tools and in making 

woodworking joints and assemblies commonly used in flat-frame joinery, involving complex features. Learners will 

develop their ability to read and use drawings and diagrams depicting both familiar and unfamiliar woodwork tasks. 

Carcase Construction 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the use of woodworking tools and in making 

woodworking joints and assemblies commonly used in carcase construction, involving complex features.  This may 

include working with manufactured board or with frames and panels.  Learners will use working drawings or 

diagrams in both familiar and unfamiliar contexts that require some interpretation on their part. 

Machining and Finishing 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in using machine and power tools. Learners 

will develop skills in variety of woodworking surface preparations and finishing techniques. 

 

Course Assessment 

The course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  The total combined 

marks available are 130 marks, 60 marks for the question paper and 70 marks for the assignment. 

 

 

Assessment Assignment 

The practical assignment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and 

understanding: 

• Selecting and using a range of woodworking tools, equipment, materials and finishes 
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• Reading, interpreting and following given working drawings, outline specification information and cutting 

lists 

• Marking out, cutting and shaping component parts 

• Manufacturing a finished product to given drawings and standards 

• Working and using tools and equipment in accordance with recognised procedures and safe working 

practices 

The assessment assignment has 70 marks  

 

Examination Question Paper  

The question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding relating to: 

• Measuring and marking out tools 

• Reading and interpreting drawings 

• Materials 

• Bench work 

• Flat-frame construction and assembly 

• Carcase construction and assembly 

• Use and care of machines and power tools 

• Surface preparation and finish 

• Health and safety 

• Sustainability and recycling 

The question paper has 60 marks. 

Time Allowed: 1 hour 

 

For a National 4 award the assessment standards are above minus the final exam.  A National 4 is a pass/fail award 

with no grading and requires the completion of learning outcomes and added value unit to a National 4 standard.  
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Curricular Area: Technologies  

Subject: Practical Metalworking National 5  

Recommended previous experience: National 5 Practical Woodworking 

 

Aims of the Course 

The aims of the Course are to enable learners with opportunities to gain a range of theoretical and practical 

metalworking skills relating to tools, equipment, processes and materials.  They will develop skills in reading and 

interpreting working drawings and related documents as well as an understanding of health and safety. 

They will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of: 

• Metalworking techniques 

• Measuring and marking out metal sections and sheet materials 

• Safe working practices in workshop environments 

• Practical creativity and problem-solving skills  

• Sustainability issues in a practical metalworking context 

 

Course Content 

The course comprises of 3 units.  

Bench Skills 

In this Unit, learners develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the use of metalworking hand tools, bench-

fitting work, routine sheet-metal work, measuring and marking out, involving complex features.  Learners will 

develop their ability to read and use drawings and diagrams depicting both familiar and unfamiliar metalwork tasks. 

Machine Processes 

In this unit learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the use of metalworking, machines, 

equipment, related processes, materials, measuring and marking out, involving complex features. 

Fabrication and Thermal Joining 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in fabrication, forming and joining of 

metalwork components with some complex features. Learners will develop skills in thermal joining techniques and in 

measuring and marking out. 

 

Course Assessment 

The course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  The total combined 

marks available are 130 marks, 60 marks for the question paper and 70 marks for the assignment. 
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Question Paper  

The question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding relating to: 

• Measuring and marking out tools 

• Reading and interpreting drawings 

• Materials 

• Common bench tools 

• Sheet metalwork equipment and processes 

• Machine processes 

• Machine parts and tools 

• Finishing 

• Fabrication and thermal joining 

• Health and safety 

• Sustainability and recycling 

 

The question paper has 60 marks. 

Time Allowed: 1 hour 

 

Assessment Assignment 

The practical assignment gives learners the opportunity to demonstrate the application of skills and knowledge 

developed during the course to produce a finished product, to a given standard and specification. 

The assessment assignment has 70 marks  
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School Course 

Youth Achievement Award Progression Pathways.  The diagram below shows the progression pathways in this 

subject area. 
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Subject: Youth Achievement Award Silver Level (S4, 5 and 6) 

These are individual learning awards that provide a framework to support quality work with young people, and offer 

formal recognition and accreditation for young peoples’ achievements. 

 

Course Aims 

This course aims to recognise pupil’s ability to plan, organise and carry out a range of events. They can be tailored to 

support any activity and at the end pupils can earn a nationally recognised, SCQF levelled award. 

 

Course Content 

Over the year pupils must organise four separate events, which are known as challenges. Pupils will be responsible 

for organising some of the events already in the school calendar, such as a charity coffee morning. Other events will 

be based upon the interests of the class. 

These events require pupils to work together in groups, but each pupil has very individualised targets based on self-

reflection. 

Pupils will follow a “Plan, do, review” process which will help them to develop skills for learning, life and work. 

Pupils will take ownership of the full course through the running of the events, creating and maintaining a high 

quality portfolio which shows evidence of their work for the year. 

 

Course Assessment 

Pupils will produce a detailed and a personalised portfolio of evidence which is externally marked by YAA and SQA. 

In order for your portfolio to be passed you are assessed on your evidence of four challenges/events totalling 90 

hours.  
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School Course 

Subject: Youth Achievement Award Platinum Level (S5 and 6 only) 

This is an individual learning Award that provides a framework to support quality work with young people, and offers 

formal recognition and accreditation for young peoples’ achievements. 

 

Course Aims 

At Platinum level, in a leadership role you will take complete responsibility for creating and delivering learning 

opportunities for others. 

 

Course Content 

Your Personal Development Plan (Challenge 1) will look at your past experiences, your current status and your 

immediate and long-term goals. This will help you decide what placement you will do and what Training you will 

need to do in order to support this.  

You will be expected to spend a minimum of 30 hours Training (Challenge 2) to acquire the additional skills before 

carrying out a placement which must be organised by the pupil. 

Your Placement (Challenge 3) must involve a minimum of 60 hours of creating and delivering learning opportunities 

for others. You can either undertake a single extended Placement or a number of shorter Placements.  

When you have completed your Placement you are asked to reflect on your previous Challenges and produce a 

detailed Evaluation (Challenge 4) of your experiences.  

Finally you will plan, prepare and deliver a Presentation (Challenge 5) on your Platinum Award to an audience. This is 

an opportunity for you to show all of the work you have undertaken as part of your Award and celebrate your 

achievements. 

 

Course Assessment 

Pupils will produce a detailed and a personalised portfolio of evidence which is externally marked by YAA and SQA. 

In order for your portfolio to be passed you are assessed on your evidence of five challenges totalling 135 hours.  
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Social Education 
 
Social Education is a core subject, all students will take this course. 

 
To prepare pupils for employment, life, Further and Higher Education as well as continuing their personal 
and social development. We aim to provide pupils with an opportunity to take responsibility for their own 
learning and develop self-reliance and resilience. 
 

Guidance staff are involved in delivering the course, which includes: 
 

Finance Management 
Preparation for University/College/Work 
Preparation of Curriculum Vitae/Application forms for employment 
Issues relating to health and well being 
Interview skills 
Speaker programme for Independent Living 
Tracking and monitoring 

 
The following opportunities are available and pupils are encouraged to attend 

 
 Further and Higher Education conventions 
 Careers/Employment  conventions 
 College/University Open Days 

 
*A small charge is usually made towards paying for transport for these organised opportunities. Students 
organise University Open Days themselves. 
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 VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES COURSE PROSPECTUS 

2021-2022  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 
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If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

INTRODUCTION 
This is East Lothian Works’ 2021-2022 Course Prospectus. Its contents will guide you through 

the many offers that are available to East Lothian secondary school pupils over the academic 

year. 

East Lothian Works provide multiple courses to students out with the traditional school 

curriculum in order to assist pupils in improving their confidence, their transferable skills, and 

their employability. With a wide range of courses to choose from, there is something to suit 

many different interests and goals. 

Each course has all the details you will need to determine whether it is the course for you, 

including entry requirements, course duration, and course location. 

A student wishing to apply for any of the courses within this booklet should speak to their 

Guidance Teacher, who may advise you to complete the relevant application form.  

Please Note: All courses will only run if they have viable uptake from pupils across the 

authority. East Lothian Works will organise the most cost effective transportation. This may 

mean that some pupils are required to use public transport. Due to traffic and location of 

courses, some students may finish later than the normal school day, and therefore must 

consider this before applying to courses in this booklet. It is advised that pupils avoid out of 

school activities in the evenings in which these courses take place due to unforeseen delays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

UNIVERSAL OFFERS 
Universal Offers exist for every pupil. While some offers may have recommended year groups, 

these opportunities are available to every student, should they wish to take up the offer. The 

aim is to provide young people with support on their pathway to success, whether that be 

through guidance from a trusted adult, support in working towards the next step after 

secondary school, or CV-building opportunities. 

 

 

 

Mentoring helps a young person achieve their personal best and accomplish the results they 

desire. This opportunity benefits all young people at every level of ability, from the most 

driven and academic to those who need more direction. 

Mentors are individuals who work in the local area, or work for businesses who contribute to 

the local area. They provide a wide range of support and guidance for the Mentees, such as 

emotional support, advice on applying for jobs or college/university, and advice on improving 

confidence and determination. 

Mentors and Mentees meet roughly once a month for about an hour at the young person’s 

school. All students from S2 to S6 are eligible for this programme. 

You can learn more about the Mentoring Programme from East Lothian Works’ blog. The post 

covers the experiences of the Mentors themselves, showing why they decided to take part in 

the programme, and what they got out of it: 

https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/2019/09/an-interview-with-east-lothian-works-mentors/ 

Entry Requirements: Students should be in S2-S6 

Location: The student’s school 

Dates and Times: Roughly once a month for an hour 

 

*Mentoring will be subject to COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time of application, 

and/or when required, therefore will only be progressed if restrictions allow. 

 

 

 

Mentoring 

https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/2019/09/an-interview-with-east-lothian-works-mentors/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

 

College Transition Support is offered to young people before, during, and after their transition 

from secondary school to college. This support is tailored to suit each young person’s needs 

and is varied depending on their requirements. Support can include: 

- Help with college applications 

- Visits to college to ensure the young person is confident with the transition 

- Support with college interviews 

- Ongoing support once the student has started their college course 

Any young person is eligible for this support, as long as there is a genuine interest in going to 

college after they have finished secondary school. 

Entry Requirements: Students must have an interest in attending college 

Location: Edinburgh College 

Dates and Times: Dates and times will be discussed once the student is enrolled on the 

programme 

 

 

 

Work placements can be provided to pupils, allowing them to enhance their employability 

skills across many industries. Work experience gives young people a competitive edge over 

others when applying for jobs, as experience in the industry is highly sought after by 

employers. 

Experiences are offered with employers across a range of sectors where pupils can embark 

on work-based learning relevant to a field they may wish to continue onto post-school. 

These exciting placements range from one afternoon a week to 4.5 days per week, and are 

offered throughout the academic year. They will be organised to suit each individual pupil. 

Entry Requirements: N/A 

Location: East Lothian 

Dates and Times: Any date and time that suits the young person’s timetable as well as the 

needs of the business. 

 

*Work placements will be subject to COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time of 

application, and/or when required, therefore will only be progressed if restrictions allow. 

College Transition Support 

Work Placements 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL’S FOUNDATION 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Apprenticeships are 2 year programmes available to S4 and S5 pupils *subject to 

entry requirements. The programmes combine a classroom and workplace approach to 

learning, where pupils work closely and build relationships with leading employers from 

thriving industries. 

Foundation Apprenticeships enable pupils to gain valuable work experience alongside 

achieving an SCQF Level 6 qualification (equivalent to a Higher) while still at school. 

Foundation Apprenticeships open the door to paid employment, Modern and Graduate 

Apprenticeships, and Further and Higher education. 

If you’d like to find out more, check out the links below or follow us on twitter @EL_Works : 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/ 

https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/ 

 

COVID-19 Response 

Skills Development Scotland, SQA, East Lothian Works and our partner tutors have worked 

with industry on adaptations and enhancements to support foundation apprentice learners 

through the ongoing challenges and will continue to do so in the future. All of our foundation 

apprenticeships have been able to successful move online for this academic year, therefore 

pupils applying for a foundation apprenticeship should be prepared to take part in online 

learning and virtual placements if COVID restrictions do continue.  

 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/
https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Accountancy aids young people in gaining hands-on 

experience in a fast-paced, dynamic industry. Students will be provided with the opportunity 

to gain a holistic overview of the Accountancy sector, including areas such as: 

- Preparing management accounting information - Indirect Tax 

- Recording data in ledger    - Bookkeeping 

- Analysing account information 

Students will develop skills and knowledge across a range of topics alongside a work 

placement, allowing them to gain a competitive advantage over others when it comes to 

entering the world of work in Accounting. Pupils will also take part in professional 

Accountancy exams with a worldwide recognised professional body of Accounting. 

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the 

professional exams and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. 

Students should be prepared to take part in a work placement during the February or October 

holiday on top of their Tuesday and Thursday classes. Please note that this may be virtual or 

an in person experience and may or may not last for the entire week. East Lothian Works tries 

to minimise the level of work experience required to take place during school holidays. 

Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range of internal 

assessments relevant to the course subject as well as their professional exams in year 2. As 

the course follows a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of 

year 1. For this reason, students must be committed to completing the course in its entirety. 

 

For further information about this framework please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-

apprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/  

 

SQA Course Code: GN7T 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 in a 

Business related subject, a pass in Higher Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each 

pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: North Berwick High School / Community facility / Employer work place 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive 

of travel time). Please note that this course takes 2 years to complete. 

Accountancy 

 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/accounting/individual-accountancy/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills provides the opportunity to learn about, 

and understand, management and business priorities across the industry. This includes: 

- Working with IT software 

- Managing people and finance 

- Contemporary business issues 

This apprenticeship also aids young people in being able to plan, manage, and improve their 

own performance in the business sector. Pupils will gain the necessary skills and experiences 

to address the skill gaps within the business industry. Students will have developed a highly 

transferable set of knowledge, skills, and behaviours that can be applied to a variety of 

sectors, including the public, private, and charitable sector. 

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills 

based learning and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. 

Students should be prepared to take part in a work placement during the February or October 

holiday on top of their Tuesday and Thursday classes. Please note that this may be virtual or 

an in person experience and may or may not last for the entire week. East Lothian Works tries 

to minimise the level of work experience required to take place during school holidays. 

Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range of internal 

assessments relevant to the course subject. As the course follows a two year programme, 

there is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, students must be 

committed to completing the course in its entirety. 

 

For further information about this framework please visit: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-

apprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/  

 

SQA Course Code: GL8J 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve National 5 in a 

Business related subject, a pass in National 5 Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each 

pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: Musselburgh Grammar School / Community facility / Employer work place 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not 

inclusive of travel time). Please note that this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

Business Skills 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies aids students in gaining an in-depth 

understanding of the essential science theories, and learn about the mathematics and 

fundamental concepts of science. Students also have the opportunity to carry out scientific 

and technical tests using manual equipment within a laboratory.  

Students will study fundamental chemistry concepts whilst gaining confidence in a wide range 

of chemical and biological experimental techniques. There are several research facilities 

offering their labs and research scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural 

College, Edinburgh University, Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative 

Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute plus others. Whilst students attend their 

allocated research facility, they will record and gather evidence of their lab work and 

complete a variety of experiment based work in order to pass three skills-based SVQ units.   

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills 

based learning and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme 

however we aim to have a combination across the two years. Throughout the two year course 

students are expected to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the course subject. 

As the course follows a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of 

year 1. For this reason, students must be committed to completing the course in its entirety. 

 

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a 

short video explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY 

For further information please visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-

technologies/ 

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit: 

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU  

 

SQA Course Code: GN14 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 Science 

subject, and a pass in National 5 Maths. Each pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not 

inclusive of travel time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

Scientific Technologies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

Pupils will gain an in-depth understanding of essential science theories over a one year, 

intensive programme, and learn about the fundamental concepts of science. Pupils will have 

plenty of opportunities to carry out scientific and technical tests using manual equipment 

within a functioning laboratory in their work placement. There are several research facilities 

offering their labs and research scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural 

College, Edinburgh University, Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative 

Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute plus others.  

Throughout the course you will be expected to pass a range of internal assessments such as 

UASP test, lab report submissions, and skills-based assessments. Students will also complete 

an intensive week long training sessions with an employer upon course commencement in 

June. On completion of this course pupils will have greatly improved their chances of gaining 

entry into a variety of undergraduate Science courses both in Further and Higher education. 

Pupils will also be in a position to apply for entry level positions in the Science industry via 

Modern or Graduate Apprenticeship programmes, as well as going directly into employment 

within this sector. 

 

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a 

short video explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY 

For further information please visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-

technologies/ 

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit: 

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU  

 

SQA Course Code: GN14 46 

Entry Requirements: S6 students only, pupils must have passed Higher Chemistry and 

Higher Maths. Each pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive 

of travel time). Please note this course takes 1 year to complete and is only available to S6 

pupils. 

 

Scientific Technologies Direct Entry (S6 pupils only) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientific-technologies/
https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services Children and Young People gives students 

the opportunity to learn about the skills and knowledge required for a career in the Childcare 

and Social Services sector. This is achieved through learning about the safeguarding of 

children, how to develop, interact, and play with young people, as well as being able to 

provide the correct support for those who need it most. During the work placement, pupils 

will experience different roles in this sector and work with experienced employers to gain 

invaluable insight into what a career in this field would be like. Settings include: Local 

authority nurseries, private nurseries, primary schools (P1-3), childminding facilities, 

additional support need HUBs and local youth groups. 

The course includes a mix of classroom-based learning as well as work placements. Year 1 will 

focus on a combination of traditional teaching as well as work experience opportunities. Year 

2 will require more time spent completing work placement, with elements of classroom-

based learning. Students need to be prepared to take part in a combination of virtual and 

face-to-face teaching in the current climate. Throughout the two years you will be expected 

to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the course subject, but there are no 

external exams. As this is a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end 

of year 1; there must be commitment to completing the course in its entirety. 

 

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a 

short video explaining the benefits of the Social Services Children and Young People 

framework: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDLswLRtscQ&t=7s 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-

services-children-and-young-people/individual-social-services-children-and-young-people/  

 

SQA Course Code: GL7A 46 

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve National 5 English 

with progression onto Higher English or those who have achieved a Level 5 childcare related 

course. Each pupil will be required to attend an interview. 

Location: Community facility / Employer work place 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not 

inclusive of travel time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

Social Services Children and Young People 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDLswLRtscQ&t=7s
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-services-children-and-young-people/individual-social-services-children-and-young-people/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-services-children-and-young-people/individual-social-services-children-and-young-people/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

EDINBURGH COLLEGE’S FOUNDATION 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
 

Edinburgh College also provide a range of Foundation Apprenticeship opportunities for 

students in S5. Students enrolled on a Foundation Apprenticeship with Edinburgh College will 

be required to conduct the classroom-based aspects of the programme at the stated college 

campus. Transport to and from the required location will be arranged for each pupil. 

COVID-19 Response 

Skills Development Scotland, SQA and Edinburgh College have worked with industry on 

adaptations and enhancements to support foundation apprentice learners through the 

ongoing challenges and will continue to do so in the future. All foundation apprenticeships 

have been able to successful move online for this academic year, therefore pupils applying 

for a foundation apprenticeship should be prepared to take part in online learning and virtual 

placements if COVID restrictions do continue.  

 

 

 

This Foundation Apprenticeship gives students the opportunity to experience the Business 

Administration sector whilst learning about the following topics: 

- Working with IT software 
- Managing people and finance 
- Contemporary business issues 
 
This apprenticeship also aids young people in being able to plan, manage, and improve their 

own performance in the business sector. 

 

SQA Course Code: GL8J 46 

Entry Requirements: Pupils must have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and 
National 5 English. 

Location: Sighthill Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (not inclusive of travel time). Please 
not this course takes 1 year to complete and is only available for S6 pupils. 

Business Skills Direct Entry (S6 pupils only) 

 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

This Foundation Apprenticeship gives students the opportunity to experience the world of 

Civil Engineering. Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics: 

- Computer aided drafting 

- Mathematics 

- Site surveying 

- Health and safety 

- Site work and technology 

- Project management 

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Built-

Environment/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Civil%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29

/EN1FACEE19 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/civil-

engineering/individual-civil-engineering/ 

This course also includes student registration with the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE). 

SQA Course Code: GL51 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved National 5 Maths & 

Physics (grade A-C). Studying towards Higher Maths in either S5 or S6 

Location: Granton Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Engineering 

 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Built-Environment/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Civil%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FACEE19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Built-Environment/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Civil%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FACEE19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Built-Environment/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Civil%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FACEE19
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/civil-engineering/individual-civil-engineering/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/civil-engineering/individual-civil-engineering/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital Media gives students a unique insight 

into what a career in the broadcasting industry might be like. They will be involved in live TV 

production, video editing, and a variety of important broadcasting roles. They will learn how 

to develop skills vital to the industry and be instructed in the use of camera, sound, and 

lighting equipment. 

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics: 

- Camera operations 

- Scriptwriting 

- Lighting 

- Post-production 

- Sound editing 

Please note that the modules for Creative and Digital Media, and Creative and Digital Media 

(With Graphic Design) are the same. This course focuses on broadcast media (film and TV), 

while the Graphic Design course focuses on visual communication.  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-

Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Medi

a%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-

apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/ 

SQA Course Code: GM69 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have achieved/be working towards 

National 5 Maths and National 5 English 

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative and Digital Media 

 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital Media gives students a unique insight 

into what a career in the broadcasting industry might be like. They will be involved in live TV 

production, video editing, and a variety of important broadcasting roles. They will learn how 

to develop skills vital to the industry and be instructed in the use of camera, sound, and 

lighting equipment. 

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics: 

- Camera operations 

- Scriptwriting 

- Lighting 

- Post-production 

- Sound editing 

Please note that the modules for Creative and Digital Media (With Graphic Design), and 

Creative and Digital Media are the same. This course focuses on visual communication, 

while the Creative and Digital Media course focuses on broadcast media (film and TV). 

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-

Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Medi

a%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-

apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/ 

SQA Course Code: GM69 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have/be working towards National 5 

Maths and English  

Location: Granton Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

Creative and Digital Media (With Graphic Design) 

 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Media%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

  

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Engineering aims to provide pupils with the opportunity 

to develop their skills and knowledge to enter a career in Engineering and the Advanced 

Manufacturing Sector and other Engineering-related industries. 

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics: 

- Materials 

- Statics 

- Thermofluids 

- Graphical Communication Engineering 

- Information Technology 

- Pneumatics and Hydraulics 

- Mechanical and Electrical Principles 

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%2

0in%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FENGE19 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-

apprenticeships/engineering/ 

SQA Course Code: GL7C 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have an A-C grade in National 5 Maths 

and Physics, and must be progressing onto Higher Maths in S5 

Location: Midlothian Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 1.30pm-4.30pm (this is not inclusive of 

travel time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engineering 

 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FENGE19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FENGE19
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/engineering/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/engineering/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Financial Services 

 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Financial Services helps pupils discover what a career in 

finance would be like, and whether it’s right for them, while they’re still at school. Pupils will 

try different job roles, shadow experienced staff, or do a special project. They will build the 

practical skills and experience required to do jobs in this sector well. 

Course content includes: 
- Financial Services: An Introduction 
- Financial Services: The Regulatory Framework 
- Financial Services: Communication 
- Financial Services: Promoting Positive Customer Relationships 
- Financial Services: Personal Finance Awareness 

 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-

apprenticeships/financial-services/employer-financial-services/ 

SQA Course Code: GL53 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have achieved or be working towards 

National 5 Maths and English  

Location: Sighthill Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics: 

- Fundamentals of food science 

- Food production 

- Sustainability 

- Commercial and social drivers 

Education in these topics allows young people to gain an in-depth understanding of Food 

and Drink Technologies, and can allow them to advance into further education within this 

field. 

Food and Drink Technologies 

 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/financial-services/employer-financial-services/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/financial-services/employer-financial-services/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

You can find more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2c-

Retail-and 

Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%2

0%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-

apprenticeships/food-and-drink-technologies/ 

SQA Course Code: GN26 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved, or should be working 

towards National 5 Maths and English 

Location: Milton Road Campus and Midlothian Campus (Dual campus delivery) 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Information Technology: Software Development gives 

students the chance to understand what a career in ICT and Digital Technologies would be 

like. A few of the areas this course covers are: 

- Computing Applications: Development 

- Computing: Authoring a website 

- Software design and development 

- Health and safety in IT 

- Data modelling 

 

Foundation Apprenticeship students will try software development roles, shadow 

experienced developers, or do a special project. This experience will help young people 

build the practical skills and experiences required of someone in this industry. 

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Computing/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20

in%20Information%20Technology-

%20Software%20Development%20%28SCP%29/CR1ITSDY19 

Information Technology: Software Development 

 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2c-Retail-and%20Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%20%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2c-Retail-and%20Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%20%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2c-Retail-and%20Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%20%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2c-Retail-and%20Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%20%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/food-and-drink-technologies/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/food-and-drink-technologies/
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Computing/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Information%20Technology-%20Software%20Development%20%28SCP%29/CR1ITSDY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Computing/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Information%20Technology-%20Software%20Development%20%28SCP%29/CR1ITSDY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Computing/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Information%20Technology-%20Software%20Development%20%28SCP%29/CR1ITSDY19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/it-

software-development/ 

SQA Course Code: GL54 46 

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have a National 5 in English, Maths, 

and a Science or Computing related subject. As a minimum pupils should be working 

towards Higher Computing over S5 and S6 and one other Higher of their choice. 

Location: Sighthill Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete. 

 

 

 

 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services and Healthcare will help you discover what 

a career in the Social Services and Healthcare sector would be like, and if it’s right for you, 

while you’re still at school.  

Students will gain a complete overview and learn about: social services, safeguarding 

people, communication in care, human development, addiction, disabilities, and social 

influences, amongst others. They will also learn the transferable skills to be able to correctly 

support those who need it most within this sector. 

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/are-you-a-teacher/foundation-apprenticeships  

You can find out more about this framework here: 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-

services-and-healthcare/individual-social-services-and-healthcare/  

SQA Course Code: GL52 46 
Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved four National 4 
qualifications including English. Also studying National 5 English in S5. 
Location: Sighthill Campus 
Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 
Please note this course takes 2 years to complete.  
 

 

 

Social Services and Healthcare 

 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/it-software-development/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/it-software-development/
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/are-you-a-teacher/foundation-apprenticeships
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-services-and-healthcare/individual-social-services-and-healthcare/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/social-services-and-healthcare/individual-social-services-and-healthcare/


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

SCHOOL TO COLLEGE PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 

The School to College Partnership programme gives pupils the opportunity to participate in a 

wide range of exciting, college based, vocational courses during their Senior Phase (S4-S6). 

Doing a college course while still at school provides young people with additional skills and 

experiences that can boost their employment prospects and enhance their CV for 

college/university/employment applications. 

Some of the courses include work placements which will compliment students’ studies, 

offering more post-school choices, which can set students on a pathway to a rewarding 

career. Some courses will help pupils gain fast track entry into second year of university or 

college. 

Please note that for programmes delivered at Edinburgh College Campuses the course may 

commence two weeks after school commences in August. In January the course may 

commence at a slightly later date which will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 

CONTENTS: 

1. Construction and Engineering 

2. Creative Industries 

3. Digital 

4. Health and Social Care 

5. Tourism and Business 

6. Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING 
 

 

 

 

This course will provide students with the essential skills required for entry into the 

Engineering Foundation Apprenticeship in S5. 

Pupils will develop the skills and knowledge required for mechanical and electrical 

engineering principles and will experience practical work on a range of engineering systems, 

including: 

- Fitting 

- Using hand skills 

- Fabrication engineering 

- Manufacturing product design 

- Electrical and electronic engineering 

Learners will gain an insight into other engineering disciplines and will be supported with SI 

units and elements of engineering. 

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the 

link below: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme 

 

Entry Requirements: S4 pupils. Students working towards National 4 Maths, and National 4 

in a Science-related topic 

Location: Midlothian Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

*Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met by school - £20 per pupil 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

 

 

 

 

Access to FA in Engineering (In Development) (SCQF Level 5) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

This course is supported by industry leaders and professional bodies, and has been 

developed to create and inspire the next generation of Built Environment professionals. 

Through a project-based approach, this course applies academia to the latest construction 

industry practices. Course content includes: 

- Defining a sustainable construction project 

- Roles in construction project teams 

- Producing a technical design and sharing information 

- Planning permission, costing, and presenting a sustainable building project 

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through 

the link below: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme 

TQUK Course Code: 603/1991/4 
Entry Requirements: S4 pupils. Two National 4s in either English, Maths, Science, or Graphic 
Communications 
Location: In school delivery / Online 
Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm 
COVID response: N/A in school delivery 

 

 

 

 

The Engineering Skills course gives students the skills base required for engineering 

manufacture systems and processes. Students will develop the skills and knowledge required 

for basic engineering processes and maintenance, working on a range of engineering systems 

including fitting and manufacturing. This course allows young people to gain an insight into 

other engineering occupations, such as mechanical, fabrication, automotive, and electrical 

engineering. *Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met by school - 

£20 per pupil.  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Engineering%20Skills%20National

%205%20(SCP)/EN1SFW5F19 

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Students must be working towards/achieved 

National 4/5 Maths 

Location: Midlothian Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

Skill for Work Engineering Skills (National 5) 

Design Engineer Construct (DEC) TQUK Level 1 Certificate 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Engineering%20Skills%20National%205%20(SCP)/EN1SFW5F19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Engineering%20Skills%20National%205%20(SCP)/EN1SFW5F19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

This course allows you to work towards an HNC in Engineering Systems with Renewables 

whilst still at school. 

The Academy is a joint project with Edinburgh College and Edinburgh Napier University and 

provides an opportunity to build knowledge and practical skill alongside academic study. 

This along with two years of college to complete an HNC will provide direct access into the 

BEng Energy and Environmental Engineering course at Napier University. 

You will study the following topics: 

- Communications    
- Mathematics      
- Materials Selection     
- Principles of Engineering Systems   
- Engineering Communications    
- Dynamics 
- Measurement and Monitoring Systems 
- Pneumatics and Hydraulics 
- Safety Engineering Graded unit 1 
- Renewable Energy Systems 
- Applications of PLCs 

 

Entry Requirements: Applicants should be working towards a minimum of 3 Highers (one of 

which will be science based and the remainder will include Maths and English). Highers must 

be achieved by the end of 6th year. 

Location: Midlothian Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this courses takes 2 years to complete. 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

 

 

 

 

Engineering Academy (HNC –SCQF Level 7) 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

This course allows students to learn about the following topics: 

- Workshop health and safety 

- Car body panel fitting 

- Car service and safety inspections 

- Brake pads and disk fitting 

- Car washing and valeting 

- Making a hand tool 

There is also a focus on Personal and Social Development units, such as vehicle manufacture 

and environmental awareness. 

On successful completion of this course students can apply for IMI Level 1 Certificate in 

Transport Maintenance (Light Vehicle or Heavy Vehicle).  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.ed-

coll.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/IMI%20Introduction%20to%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Industr

y%20and%20Technologies%20(SCP)/EN1MVITY19 

IMI Course Code: R568 04 

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Students must have an interest in the industry 

and must take part in the required selection process. 

Location: Midlothian Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

*Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met by school - £20 per pupil 

COVID response: Face to face delivery only. In the event of ongoing COVID restrictions this 

course will not run 

 

 

 

 

IMI Introduction to Motor Vehicle Industry and Technologies (SCQF Level 4) 

http://www.ed-coll.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/IMI%20Introduction%20to%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Industry%20and%20Technologies%20(SCP)/EN1MVITY19
http://www.ed-coll.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/IMI%20Introduction%20to%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Industry%20and%20Technologies%20(SCP)/EN1MVITY19
http://www.ed-coll.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/IMI%20Introduction%20to%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Industry%20and%20Technologies%20(SCP)/EN1MVITY19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES 
 

 

Higher Photography shows both the technical and creative sides of photography. The course 

covers basic camera controls and uses research skills and Digital Imaging. These skills are 

then combined into the thematic course project; the student selects a theme and produces 

a body of work expressing their interpretation of this chosen theme. 

Course content includes: 

- Photography 

- Research skills 

- Digital imaging 

- Portfolio production 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-

Photography/Photography%20Higher%20(SCP)/CR1HPSCY19 

 

Entry Requirements:  S5 and S6 pupils. Students must have National 5 Photography or three 

National 5 qualifications 

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

COVID response: Partial campus delivery is mandatory in the event of continuing COVID 

restrictions.  Access to a camera enabled, digital device, internet connection and a headset 

and microphone are essential requirements for all SCP pupils 

This course gives young people the opportunity to make an informed choice for future 

options after school regarding the Performing Arts. The award is designed to meet the 

needs of learners who wish to develop a foundation for progression onto further study, and 

to provide skills and knowledge appropriate to the theatre industry. 

Course content includes: 

- Preparation for Audition 

- Drama: Acting Skills 

- Professional Theatre in Context 

- Drama: Theatre Skills in Performance 

- NPA in Professional Theatre Preparation 

Photography (Higher) 

Acting Performance and Professional Theatre Preparation (NPA Level 6) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Photography%20Higher%20(SCP)/CR1HPSCY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and-Photography/Photography%20Higher%20(SCP)/CR1HPSCY19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Performing-

Arts/Acting%20Performance%20and%20Professional%20Theatre%20Preparation%20NPA%

20(SCP)/CR1APTPY19 

 

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Students should be studying towards Higher English 

and you will have achieved a pass (grade C or above) in National 5 English. Applicants will be 

required to participate in a selection process for a place on this course 

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

 

 

This course will provide students with an introduction to working in the areas of music 

business and sound production. Due to the closely linked nature of these subjects, the 

course provides an excellent opportunity to gain a grounding in this area by taking part in 

projects, such as the creation and marketing of musical products. 

Students will learn both the creation and marketing of musical products. Students will learn 

both creative and technical processes in sound production including: 

- Composition 

- MIDI sequencing 

- Editing, arranging, and mixing 

Students will also learn about a range of job roles and organisations in the music industry, 

methods for promotion and distribution, and branding and marketing.  

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the 

link below: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme 

 

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Applicants should be studying at Higher level and 
have good writing skills.  A short written task will be required in support of application. 
Location: Milton Road Campus 
Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 
 
COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

Music Business with Sound Production (NPA Level 6) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Performing-Arts/Acting%20Performance%20and%20Professional%20Theatre%20Preparation%20NPA%20(SCP)/CR1APTPY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Performing-Arts/Acting%20Performance%20and%20Professional%20Theatre%20Preparation%20NPA%20(SCP)/CR1APTPY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Performing-Arts/Acting%20Performance%20and%20Professional%20Theatre%20Preparation%20NPA%20(SCP)/CR1APTPY19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

DIGITAL 
 

 

 

This course provides a pathway to the Foundation Apprenticeship in IT Software and will 

provide a range of vocational skills and life skills, such as computer programming and 

problem solving. 

This qualification will also improve learners’ computational thinking skills; a skill that is 

increasingly more important.  

Course content includes: 

- Computer Games: Design 

- Computer Games: Development 

- Computer Games: Media Assets 

- Computer Games: Portfolio 

- Computer Programming 

- Gameplay 

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through 

the link below: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-

Programme 

 

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Pupils should be studying towards National 5 

Maths, English and Computing or a Science related subject 

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Friday 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils. 

 

 

 

 

Computer Games with IT Software– FA Pathway (NPA Level 5) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
 

 

 

This course introduces students to a selection of topics and areas of debates that inform 

contemporary justice. Students will examine how crime, criminal justice, and the penal 

system. 

Course content includes: 

- Theories of crime causation and criminalisation 

- Aspects of the criminal justice system in Scotland 

- Data handling, critical analysis, and complex thinking 

- Problem solving and research skills 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Enterprise-and-

Commerce/Criminology%20PDA%20Level%208/TH1PDA1A19 

 

Entry Requirements: S6 pupils only. Entry is at the discretion of the college. However, it 

would be beneficial if learners had achieved at least one of the following: relevant 

qualifications at SCQF level 6, NC Social Sciences, Legal Services or Police Studies or 

employment experience for a specific subject(s). Pupil experience, life skills and potential 

ability will also be taken into account. 

Location: Open learning – Self-directed study 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

 

 

 

 

Criminology (PDA Level 8) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Enterprise-and-Commerce/Criminology%20PDA%20Level%208/TH1PDA1A19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Enterprise-and-Commerce/Criminology%20PDA%20Level%208/TH1PDA1A19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Students wishing to learn about health and social care or want to start their journey to 

becoming a health professional while learning in a college environment should consider this 

course. Course content includes: 

- Care National 5 

- Values and Principals 

- Human Development and Behaviour 

- Social Influences 

- Preparation for Work in Health and Social Care 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Health-Professions-and-Social-

Services/Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20-%20National%205%20(SCP)/HW1HSCAF19 

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Students should have achieved four National 4’s 

(including English) and a genuine interest in working in/studying health and social care.  

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

 

 

 

Studying Psychology will enable students to develop an understanding of the study of the 

human mind and behaviour in a range of contexts, and will enhance their ability to use 

evidence to explain behaviour. As Psychology is both an evidence and research-based 

subject, it provides young people with the opportunity to conduct their own research. 

The course covers three main areas: 

- Research in Psychology 

- Individual Behaviour 

- Social Behaviour 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Social-Sciences-incorporating-

ICS/Psychology%20Higher%20(SCP)/HW1SCPPE19 

Health and Social Care Academy (SCQF Level 5) 

Psychology (Higher) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Health-Professions-and-Social-Services/Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20-%20National%205%20(SCP)/HW1HSCAF19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Health-Professions-and-Social-Services/Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20-%20National%205%20(SCP)/HW1HSCAF19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Social-Sciences-incorporating-ICS/Psychology%20Higher%20(SCP)/HW1SCPPE19
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Social-Sciences-incorporating-ICS/Psychology%20Higher%20(SCP)/HW1SCPPE19


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Entry Requirements: S6 pupils only. Applicants need to have gained Higher English and 

another relevant subject at Higher level e.g. History, Modern Studies, Biology. This is an 

extremely demanding, academic course and applicants need to ensure they are able to give 

the time and commitment required. Pupils need to be able to work independently and 

juggle the demands of their school and college workload.   

Location: Open learning – Self-directed study 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils.  

 

  

TOURISM AND BUSINESS 

 

 

 

This course provides an introductory qualification in retail that reflects the skills identified as 

being important by employers. This course provides opportunities for students to develop 

general and practical skills as well as knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of 

retail. 

Course content includes: 

- Working in retail 

- Storing and replenishing stock 

- Satisfying customer needs 

- Planning and implementing a retail event 

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through 

the link below: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-

Programme 

 

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Pupils should have or be studying four National 

4s in relevant subjects 

Location: Milton Road Campus 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 

digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP 

pupils. 

Retailing Skills for Work (National 5) 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme


If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

OTHER 
 

 

 

 

This course is for any pupil thinking about coming to college and who has an additional 

support need or barrier to learning. Students typically come from mainstream schools where 

they would be receiving some form of support, or from a special school or provision. 

There are two levels of course running: 

- SCQF Level 1-2 and is available at Milton Road (Tuesday and Thursday mornings) 

- SCQF Level 3-4 available at Milton Road or Midlothian (Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons) 

The course runs for 18 weeks and covers a range of practical and classroom-based subjects 

to give everyone a comprehensive experience of the college environment and a taste of 

student life. Students will work as part of a group, learning new ways of engaging with other 

people and ensuring a smooth transition from school to college. 

Entry Requirements: No formal requirements 

Location: Milton Road or Midlothian Campus 

COVID response: Campus attendance only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to College 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

EAST LOTHIAN WORKS’ SENIOR PHASE 
 

 

This course will give students the foundation for study in this area, and will allow pupils to 

progress onto further study to become a Childhood Practitioner or Support Worker. This 

course is delivered by an Edinburgh College tutor. Course content includes: 

- Child Development     - Exploring and Improving Wellbeing 
- Play in Early Learning and Childcare   - Problem Solving 
- Communication     - Contemporary Families 
- Maintenance of a Safe Environment for Children 
 
Entry Requirements: S3 pupils with the ability to achieve/work towards National 4 
qualifications and who are interested in childcare. 
Location: Community base within East Lothian 
Dates and Times: Thursday evenings, 4.15pm-6.15pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 
COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 
digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all pupils. 
 

 
 

This course has been designed to provide a foundation for students who have a genuine 

interest in childcare. It also provides a valuable grounding in knowledge and skills for anyone 

considering a career in related professions. E.g. Social work, Early Year’s Practitioner, Primary 

School Teacher. This course is delivered by an Edinburgh College tutor. This course also 

provides a progression pathway onto the Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services 

Children and Young People. Course content includes: 

- Child Development and Health 
- Play in Early Learning and Childcare 
- Care and Feeding of Children 
-  Working in Early Education and Childcare 
- Early years setting work placement 
 
Entry Requirements: Senior phase pupils working at with an ability to achieve/work towards 
National 5 qualifications and who are interested in childcare. 
Location: Community base within East Lothian  
Dates and Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 
COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled 
digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all pupils. 
 
 

Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 4) 

Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 5) 



If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact 
elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

 

The Rural Skills National 4 is a credible starting place for candidates pursuing a future in one 

of the major land-based industries. Candidates will gain a knowledge of how a rural business 

enterprise operates, and an insight into one of eight particular areas of rural skills: agriculture, 

animal care, equine studies, estate skills, fishery management, forestry, game keeping, and 

horticulture. Topics covered include: 

 Employability skills for land based industries  

 Crop production  

 Estate management 

 Land based industries 

 Soft landscaping unit intro 

Entry Requirements: TBC 
Location: Variety of venues within East Lothian  
Dates and Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) 
COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, this course will not take place 
therefore any pupil choosing to apply should ensure they have a plan B qualification to 
undertake in this circumstance.  
 
 

 

 

 

Construction Skills gives young people the opportunity to try out trade disciplines while 

focusing on employability skills gained by working with construction companies and visiting 

building sites. Students will learn about half brick wailing, decorative painting, employability 

skills, site carpentry, bench joinery and plumbing. This course gives students the opportunity 

to learn more about this industry while gaining hands-on experience beneficial for the world 

of work. 

Entry Requirements: TBC 
Location: The Ridge Dunbar 
Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 
COVID Response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, this course will not take place 

therefore any pupil choosing to apply should ensure they have a plan B qualification to 

undertake in this circumstance. 

Rural Skills (SCQF Level 4 

Construction Skills (Level 4/5) 
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Open University YASS Modules 2021 – 22 
 

What is YASS? 

Young Applicants in School Scheme (YASS) is an opportunity for S6 students in Scottish schools to bridge 

the gap between school and full time university. Operated by The Open University in Scotland, YASS offers 

students a chance to study a wide range of first year university level modules in school alongside their 

other studies. 

 

How much do I have to study? 

Modules can last from 10 weeks to 40 weeks and are clearly structured with timetables and deadline. 

However, studying with the OU gives you the flexibility to decide when and where you study. Shorter 

modules normally require up to 10 hours of study per week, while a longer one can require up to 16 hours. 

 

The benefits of YASS 

 Fully-funded places are available for 10, 15 and 30 credit modules 

 YASS is an opportunity for students to experience learning at university level and develops 

important skills such as independent study and time management. 

 YASS students are treated just the same as other OU students. They have access to the whole range 

of OU online learning resources, student and IT support, as well as guidance about course choice 

and careers. 

 Taking a YASS module can help UCAS applications stand out and contribute valuable content to 

personal statements. 

 

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools 

  

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools
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‘Hello and welcome to the YASS 2021/22 course guide. The Open University has been supporting S6 

pupils take YASS courses since 2007. Over 7,500 pupils from schools all over Scotland have studied with 

us. We are keen that you get off to a flying start and so would advise you to consider the following key 

things to help you decide if a YASS course is right for you’.  

The YASS Team 

 

Are you: 

• Focused 

• Motivated 

• Interested in the subject 

• Organised 

• An independent learner 

• Able to work online 

• Committed and flexible 

• Able to study up to 14 hours per week on your YASS course 

 

Things to consider before deciding to take a course: 

• Entry requirements 

• Start and finish dates 

• Required study hours 

• Exam dates 

• Required collaboration via online forums 

• The type of academic support provided 

• IT requirements 

 

You can find full details about courses on the YASS website at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools/what-can-i-study   

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools/what-can-i-study
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How do I get started? 

If you need any more information or would like to collect an application form see Mr Stewart (DHT) 

Module title Credits Short description 

Arts   

L185 – English for 

academic purposes 

online 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

 

 

30 To succeed at university, you need to be able to read and think about a 

wide range of study material, make useful notes, and write 

assignments that answer the question. This module will help you to 

develop the skills and language to do this. You’ll explore how university 

study materials are organised and how academic language is used in 

them.  You’ll work with authentic materials from a range of Open 

University modules which cover areas of academic study such as: 

science, the arts, humanities, social sciences, business, and health 

studies. You’ll look at the similarities and differences in language across 

these areas. This will give you the chance to develop the particular 

language and skills you need for your own chosen areas of study.  The 

module is made up of 40% reading, 40% writing, 10% listening and 10% 

speaking. Your interactions with the study materials, your tutor and 

other students on the module will take place online. You'll complete 

interactive activities, contribute to forums and participate in online 

tutorials in real time. 

 

You will learn 

At the end of the module, you’ll have developed your understanding 

and practice of: 

 using language for a range of academic purposes, including: 

description; comparison; explanation; evaluation; persuasion; 

problem solving; cause and effect; and argument 

 selecting information and ideas from different sources and 

using this to support an academic argument 

 reflecting on and critiquing academic texts 

 communicating more effectively in a global and academic 

environment 

 developing understanding of the conventions of good 

academic practice  

More information at http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185 

Business and 

Management 
  

LB170 – Communication 

skills for business 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This module enhances your language and communication skills needed 

in the world of business and management through the application of 

key business concepts and frameworks to real business case studies 

from various organisations. The activities you carry out will also raise 

awareness of your own use of language in business communication. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170#details 

  

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170%23details
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B124 – Fundamentals of 

accounting 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

 

30 
You will learn the fundamental concepts and techniques of financial 

and management accounting as well as a range of relevant skills. These 

include double-entry bookkeeping, advanced numeracy, reading and 

analysing relevant case studies, using information and communication 

technologies, preparing appropriate reports and using and 

manipulating spreadsheets. 

Further information can be found at  

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124#registration 

Engineering, Computing 

and Technology 
  

T192 – Engineering: 

origins, methods, 

context 

 

 

 

(October 2021 – March 

2022) 

 

 

30 ***Please note you will be required to work with other students in a 

virtual engineering studio*** 

The wealth and safety of nations depend upon engineering skills. This 

module, which is the starting point for a recognised qualification in 

engineering, shows you why. It uses a combination of books, online 

resources and media to help you become a: 

 successful learner 

 well-informed student of engineering 

 confident user of mathematics. 

This module introduces you to key principles of engineering and design 

engineering, while helping you to improve your study skills and to 

develop as an independent and reflective learner. You will learn how 

the broad discipline that is engineering has developed over time, 

explore current examples of engineering practice, and get a taster of 

future trends. 

Scientific knowledge and mathematical skills are both essential 

components of engineering. They form a major part of this module and 

are included and practised throughout, with the engineering topics 

providing a clear context for their application. 

The module is presented in two parts, each supported by a printed 

book. Your study will be guided from the module website, which 

includes interactive online activities, practice quizzes and media clips. 

You will have opportunities to communicate and work online with 

other students, and have tutor support throughout the module. 

Further information http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/t192 

TM111 - Introduction to 

computing and 

information technology 

1 

 

(October 2021 – March 

2022) 

30 This module is presented in three blocks: 

 ‘The digital world’ – the digital technologies that pervade our 

home, work and social lives; 

 ‘Creating solutions’ – programming skills for creating 

solutions to simple problems; 

 ‘Connecting people, places and things’ – the computer 

networks that allow us to interact with others. 

Throughout the module, you will develop your study skills, digital and 

information literacy skills and employability skills. 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124%23registration
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/t192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/t192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/t192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/t192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111
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Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111 

TM129 – Technologies in 

practice  

 

(October 2021 -  June 

2022) 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher Computing 

or related subject*** 

The module is structured into three study blocks – robotics, networking 

and operating systems. 

You’ll study both OU materials and third-party materials that support 

your learning in the three key topics. The module is practical and 

activity-based, and the study material is delivered online. You’ll 

therefore be working at your computer for significant periods of time. 

 

This module will enable you to: 

 increase your knowledge of robotics, computer networks and 

operating systems 

 develop a variety of skills appropriate to a career in the 

computing and IT industry 

 demonstrate your understanding of technical subjects and 

your technical skills through the development of a portfolio. 

 

This module has particular vocational relevance to those wishing to 

develop a career in the IT industry. It provides many opportunities to 

demonstrate relevant technical knowledge and practical IT skills. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm129 

 

Languages   

L112 - Intermediate 

French 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher French or 

related subject*** 

This course takes you to an intermediate level of linguistic competence 

in French, which is equivalent to B1 level of the Council of Europe’s 

Common European Framework of Reference. You will develop your 

confidence in listening, reading, writing, speaking and interacting in 

French, as well as your knowledge and understanding of French-

speaking societies and cultures. In addition, the course is designed to 

expand your academic, digital and employability skills in French 

contexts. You will have the option to study most activities in a book or 

as interactive online activities on the course website. The website uses 

authentic online resources in support of independent and collaborative 

learning. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l112 

L113 - Intermediate 

German 

 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher German or 

related subject*** 

This course takes you to an intermediate level of linguistic competence 

in German, which is equivalent to B1 level of the Council of Europe’s 

Common European Framework of Reference. You will develop your 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm111
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm129
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm129
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/tm129
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l112
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(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

confidence in listening, reading, writing, speaking and interacting in 

German, as well as your knowledge and understanding of German-

speaking societies and cultures. In addition, the course is designed to 

expand your academic, digital and employability skills in German 

contexts. You will have the option to study most activities in a book or 

as interactive online activities on the course website. The website uses 

authentic online resources in support of independent and collaborative 

learning. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l113 

L116 - Intermediate 

Spanish 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher Spanish or 

related subject*** 

This course takes you to an intermediate level of linguistic competence 

in Spanish, which is equivalent to B1 level of the Council of Europe’s 

Common European Framework of Reference. You will develop your 

confidence in listening, reading, writing, speaking and interacting in 

Spanish, as well as your knowledge and understanding of Spanish-

speaking societies and cultures. In addition, the course is designed to 

expand your academic, digital and employability skills in Spanish 

contexts. You will have the option to study most activities in a book or 

as interactive online activities on the course website. The website uses 

authentic online resources in support of independent and collaborative 

learning. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l116 

L161 – Exploring 

languages and cultures  

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This course is designed to introduce key concepts relating to languages, 

language learning, plurilingualism and intercultural communication. It 

will help you develop intercultural skills and language awareness to 

support and complement the language skills that are covered in 

language-specific courses. Study resources include printed books, a 

dedicated website with online activities and audio-visual resources, 

and a discussion forum. Together, they will introduce you to some of 

the elements that define studying modern foreign languages and 

English language studies. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l161 

L192 – Bon depart: 

Beginners’ French 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This course is designed to develop the skills you need to speak and 

understand simple French in everyday contexts. It explores life in 

France and introduces you to a wide range of practical situations such 

as travelling, shopping, working and eating out. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l192 

  

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l113
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l116
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l161
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l161
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l161
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l192
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l192
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L193 – Rundblick: 

Beginners’ German 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This course is designed to develop the skills you need to speak and 

understand simple German in everyday contexts. It explores life in 

German- speaking countries and communities worldwide through 

topics relevant to adult learners – such as impressions of Germany, 

Austria and Switzerland; travelling; lifestyles; cultural events; and 

technology. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l193 

L194 – Portales: 

Beginners’ Spanish 

 

October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This course is designed to develop the skills you need to speak and 

understand simple Spanish in everyday contexts. It takes you through a 

wide range of practical situations such as travelling, shopping, working 

and eating out in Spanish-speaking countries. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l194 

Law   

WXM151 – Law making 

in Scotland 

 

(February 2022 – April 

2022) 

 

 

10 This module will introduce you to the Scottish Legal System. It explores 

the role and function of the Scottish Parliament and Courts and their 

relationship with the UK Parliament and UK Supreme Court. You'll be 

asked to consider the distinct nature of Scottish legal system and Scots 

law and the influence both they and Scottish lawyers have had 

internationally. You'll also explore the role of those working within the 

Scottish Legal System and the role played by individuals in law making 

more widely. Throughout the module there are activities designed to 

develop both study and legal skills and to build confidence in using 

basic legal skills. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/wxm151 

Mathematics   

M140 – Introducing 

statistics 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 Today, more than ever, statistics is part of our lives. From this key 

introductory module you will learn how to use basic statistical tools 

and quantitative methods that are useful in business, government, 

industry, medicine, the economy, and most academic subjects. Topics 

covered include: summarising data; examining relationships; 

randomness and sampling distributions; probability; testing 

hypotheses; and estimation. Using data from a range of applications, 

you’ll learn practical statistical techniques and fundamental principles, 

as well as using software and a calculator to analyse data. The skills 

introduced will be ideal if you plan to study more mathematics 

modules or if you encounter data in another subject or your daily life. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/m140 

  

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l193
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l193
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l193
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l194
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l194
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l194
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/wxm151
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/wxm151
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/wxm151
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/m140
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/m140
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/m140
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MST124 – Essential 

Mathematics 1  

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher Maths or 

related subject*** 

This key introductory module provides a broad and enjoyable 

foundation for university-level mathematics, but you do require some 

prior knowledge. It teaches you the essential ideas and techniques that 

underpin university-level study in mathematics and mathematical 

subjects such as physics, engineering and economics. You’ll study a 

range of fundamental topics – including calculus, vectors, matrices and 

complex numbers – and use mathematical software to solve problems. 

You’ll also develop your skills in communicating results and defining 

problems. This is not a module for beginners. Our MathsChoices 

website (mathschoices.open.ac.uk) contains quizzes, sample material 

and advice to help you decide if this is the right module for you. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mst124 

MU123 – Discovering 

mathematics 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This key introductory OU level 1 module provides a gentle start to the 

study of mathematics. It will help you to integrate mathematical ideas 

into your everyday thinking and build your confidence in using and 

learning mathematics. You’ll cover statistical, graphical, algebraic, 

trigonometric and numerical concepts and techniques, and be 

introduced to mathematical modelling. Formal calculus is not included 

and you are not expected to have any previous knowledge of algebra. 

The skills introduced will be needed if you plan to study more 

mathematics modules, such as Essential mathematics 1 (MST124), and 

are also required in other areas, such as computing, economics, 

science, technology, social science, humanities, business and 

education. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mu123 

Science   

SMX150 – Contemporary 

Topics in Science 

(October 2021 – March 

2022) 

10 This flexible, wholly online module allows you to focus in depth on a 

single topic or to study a selection of three shorter science topics. 

 

Single topic choices include: 

 

Galaxies, stars and planets 

This topic explains how the Sun gets its energy, how astronomers 

observe the Sun and its interior, as well as introducing the planets and 

their satellites. 

 

Molecules, medicines and drugs: a chemical story 

Focus on the chemistry that underlies the development of drugs and 

medicines that relieve pain and effect cures. And how drugs interact 

with and affect their target areas in the human body. 

 

Plants and people 

Explore the role plants play in our lives, in food, biofuels, bioplastics 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mst124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mst124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mst124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mu123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mu123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/mu123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/s177
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and medicines – as well as their role in combating climate change. 

 

The frozen planet 

Explore the wonder of the polar world and learn how ice has shaped 

and controls our planet. 

 

Alternatively, you can combine any three shorter topics from the 

following: 

 

An introduction to exoplanets 

Consider the planets beyond our Solar System. Could there be life on 

them? In this topic, you’ll explore the fascinating new era of exoplanet 

studies. 

 

Astronomy with an online telescope 

Develop a hands-on understanding of telescopic observations using the 

Open University’s own robotic telescope facility COAST. You’ll learn 

about stars: what they are, how they produce light, and their evolution 

over time. 

 

Citizen science and global biodiversity 

Focus on biodiversity and explore how anyone can contribute to and be 

involved in identifying and recording wildlife, as a citizen scientist. 

 

Discovering chemistry 

This topic introduces some fundamental chemistry: from atoms, 

chemical elements, and the Periodic Table to chemical reactions and 

the formation of large molecules. 

 

Microgravity: living on the International Space Station 

Focus on the physics of microgravity environments, including the 

International Space Station. You’ll discover how microgravity 

environments are used to study ageing, quantum physics, bacterial 

resistance and planet formation, as well as consider moral questions 

such as the cost of space exploration. 

 

Moons of our Solar System 

Learn about the fundamental processes that have shaped moons, the 

relationship between our Moon and Earth, and the space missions that 

have taught us about moons. You’ll discover the amazing diversity of 

moons in our Solar System. 

 

The science of alcohol 

Learn the chemistry and biology behind the production of alcoholic 

drinks. How are flavours generated? How do scientists ensure the 

safety of what we drink? You’ll explore the long- and short-term effects 

of alcohol on our bodies. 

 

The science of nutrition and healthy eating 

This topic introduces the biology, chemistry and physics behind 

nutrition. Are we really what we eat? How do we know what is in our 
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food? 

 

Understanding antibiotic resistance 

Explore the history of antibiotics. How do antibiotics work? What is 

antibiotic resistance and how does it spread? 

 

Understanding autism 

This topic introduces the autism spectrum, how it’s experienced by 

different individuals and families, and why it’s a global concern. You’ll 

learn how ideas about autism have evolved and explore diagnosis, 

causes, intervention and life-span development. 

 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sxm150 

SM123 - Physics and 

Space 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 ***Please note to study this course you must have Higher Maths, 

Physics or related subject*** 

In this wholly online module, you’ll examine fundamental concepts in 

physics and the space sciences. Its nine highly relevant topics and 

practical activities will help prepare you to study physics, astronomy or 

planetary science at OU level 2. You’ll learn through solving physical 

science problems while acquiring computer programming knowledge 

and practising your existing maths skills. 

You’ll learn key physics, astronomy and planetary science concepts and 

develop your own scientific thinking. You’ll learn fundamentals of 

computer programming relevant for applications in physical sciences 

and practice applying your mathematical skills to problems in physical 

sciences. You’ll also develop your skills for learning online, for working 

collaboratively, and for reflecting on your own development. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sm123 

Social Sciences   

DD126 – Economics in 

Context 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 Why are markets so powerful in most economies today? What is the 

role of the government in different economies, and how does this role 

shape opportunities of different people and firms? What explains 

global inequalities? Why is economic growth such a key economic goal 

in most countries today? Are there other goals economies could 

pursue? You'll unravel these and similar questions using insights from 

recent history, key economic thinkers, and drawing on economic 

perspectives and examples. This module is a building block towards a 

critical perspective on economics and economic choices for our daily 

lives. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/dd126 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sxm150
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sm123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sm123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sm123
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/dd126
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DB125 – You and Your 

Money 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This innovative module sets personal finance against its wider social, 

economic and political background. You'll be provided with a gentle 

introduction to aspects of economics, while also gaining practical tools 

and ideas on how to manage your own money effectively. The module 

is structured around four themes: the changing economic, political and 

social context; individuals, households and other relationships; 

economics and the real world; and the life course and financial 

planning. You'll study income, expenditure, debt, savings and 

investments, housing, insurance, pensions and caring, critically 

appraising the balance between personal and social responsibility for 

financial well-being. 

Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/db125 

Multiple-choice   

YMX130 – Making Your 

Learning Count 

 

(October 2021 – June 

2022) 

30 This flexible course is designed to help you reflect on learning from your 

Highers at the same time as studying and reflecting on short units on 

OpenLearn in subject areas of your choice. Throughout the course you 

will explore what happens when you bring different knowledge, skills 

and learning experiences together. 

You can tailor your study by choosing from a list of topics across a wide 

range of disciplines. Your tutor will help you plan your study and identify 

what you want to achieve through this course and your future study 

plans. The subjects you choose is up to you, making this course an 

entirely personal one. 

Using your Higher 

One of the main aims of this course is to help you think about your 

learning to further develop study skills. As such, it makes use of the 

learning you have already done from a Higher of your choice. You will 

use your Higher alongside the short units on OpenLearn to reflect on and 

explore different learning styles. 

What you will study 

You will need to study 100 hours of OpenLearn short units, choices 

include: 

ARTS CHOICES 
• Writing fiction 
• Philosophy 
• Design 
• Music theory 
• Latin 
 
SPORT AND EXERCISE CHOICES 
• Sport coaching and psychology 
• Sport media and culture 
• Science and wheeled sports 
• Motivation 
• Nutrition 
 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/db125
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE CHOICES 
• Psychology 
• Autism 
• Social work 
• Forensic psychology 
• Dementia 
 
Further information can be found at 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/yxm130 
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