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What is this booklet for? 
 
This booklet supports S3, S4, and S5 students returning to school for S4, 
S5 or S6 next session in making good learning choices. 
 
It explains our Senior Phase and also contains information on the 
learning opportunities available to our students. 
 
Full information about the courses we offer can be found separately on 
the school's website at www.prestonlodge.net/publications. Paper copies 
of this information can be supplied if necessary.  Just ask for the Course 
Choices booklet. 
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Welcome 
 

Welcome to our S4-6 Making Choices booklet. Our Senior Phase offers vibrant and positive 
learning opportunities for all of our young people, and a very important set of choices now 
face students in S3, S4 and S5.   
 
We hope this booklet, and parental and student meetings over the coming weeks, will help our 
young people make good choices for their future 
 

  We have already contacted all families involved in this process with clear timelines for the work      
ahead. Please do contact your child’s guidance teacher or Head of House if you would like to 
discuss any aspect of this process at all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gavin Clark 
February 2021 
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Information for all 
 
 
What is the “Senior Phase”? 
 
The Senior Phase of Curriculum for Excellence encompasses S4 through to S6.  Our S1-3 
curriculum provides all students with a Broad General Education, which means that students are 
ready by S4 for entry into SQA National Qualification courses and many other learning 
opportunities. 

 

 

What is the purpose of the Senior Phase? 
 
All Scottish schools have produced a “bespoke” Senior Phase or, in other words, a model 
designed to meet the needs of each school’s young people in developing their skills for learning, 
life and work. 
 
There has been much debate across Scotland about the right curricular model that schools 
should adopt. An S1-3 Broad General Education, followed by an integrated three year Senior 
Phase, allows Preston Lodge High School to meet the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence 
and best meet the learning needs of our students.   
 
We offer a fully integrated S4-6 Senior Phase where classes comprise S4, S5 and S6 students being 
presented for National 3s, National 4s, National 5s, Highers, Advanced Highers, National 
Progression Awards and a range of non-SQA courses. 
 

How do we plan what is best for each student? 
 
Much guidance is contained in this booklet.  At this stage students and their families, working 
with the school, must plan a programme of study for next year whilst thinking about future years.   
Specific information for students in S3, S4 or S5 can be found on the following pages. 
 
S3 students - page 15 
S4 students - page 17 
S5 students - page 21 
 
 
Where can I find out about SQA courses offered by subjects? 
 
All SQA courses are described in our online Course Choices booklet, available at 
www.prestonlodge.net/publications.  Paper copies of this booklet can also be picked up from our 
school office. 

 
  

http://www.prestonlodge.net/publications
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What SQA Levels do we offer? 

 

National 
Qualification 

Detail 

National 3 Broadly equivalent to the old Access 3, these courses have no end-of-year 
examination and student achievement is judged through ongoing in-school 
assessment. 

 

National 4 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade General level or Intermediate 1, 
these courses have no end-of-year examination and student achievement is 
judged through ongoing in-school assessment.  These courses have four periods 
of in-class study per week. 

 

National 5 Broadly equivalent to the old Standard Grade Credit level or Intermediate 2.  
There is an end-of course examination at this level.  These courses have four 
periods of in-class study per week  

 

Higher These courses are suitable for students who have achieved an A, B or C at 
National 5.  Some Higher courses are appropriate as new subjects for students 
with a proven record of attainment.  Subjects may request a higher level of 
qualification than these baseline qualifications.  Such higher expectations will 
be based on SQA advice regarding pass rates.  Higher courses will have six 
periods of in-class study per week  

 

Advanced 
Higher (as a 
Post-Higher 
option) 

These courses are suitable for students who have obtained good Higher grade 
passes and who intend to progress to Higher Education courses.  Many 
Advanced Higher courses run for only 2 or 3 periods per week and time 
allocations are based on staffing and student uptake. 

 

  

 
New types of courses available 
 
In a number of our curricular areas it is now possible to select subjects that are not traditional SQA 
qualifications. There are three main types of courses available: 
 
Foundation Apprenticeships 
 
Foundation Apprenticeships are two-year programmes available to all S4 and S5 students, subject  
to entry requirements. The programmes combine a classroom and workplace approach to learning, 
where students work closely and build relationships with leading employers from thriving 
industries. This enables students to gain valuable work experience, and achieve a SCQF level 6 
(Higher) qualification while still in school. Five Foundation Apprenticeships are likely to be available 
in East Lothian, and more are available at Edinburgh College.  Students opting for these courses will 
travel on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon to participate in the course. 
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Foundation Apprenticeships in East Lothian are still being finalised, due to covid restrictions, but 
those available last year were:  
 

 Scientific Technologies (Dunbar Grammar School) 

 Social Services, Children and Young People (Community Setting with outsourced training 
provider) 

 Social Services and Health Care (Community Setting with outsourced training provider) 

 Accountancy (North Berwick High School) 

 Business Skills (Musselburgh Grammar School) 
 

National Progression Awards 
 
National Progression Awards (NPAs) are short, flexible courses that assess a defined set of skills and 
knowledge in specialist vocational areas. 
 
They are available at SCQF levels 2 to 6 (see page 12 for details of SCQF levels) and are often a very 
positive learning pathway for students who have achieved at National 4 level but who are not yet 
ready to achieve a full National 5 qualification. 
 
Youth Achievement Awards 
 
Youth Achievement Awards are based upon the level of responsibility a young person takes within 
a number of ‘challenges’.  A challenge is defined as an activity that a young person intends to do 
which is either new to them or builds upon their previous achievements.  Young people choose 
their challenges, and there are four levels of Youth Achievement Awards – Bronze, Silver, Gold 
and Platinum.   
 
 
What non-subject learning opportunities are available? 
 
Colleges, universities and other schools now play an increasing role in providing very meaningful 
learning opportunities for our Senior Phase students. A wide range of out-of-school opportunities 
are open to students and these are described in our Course Choices booklet. 
 
Many courses are provided by Edinburgh College and/or East Lothian Works. We also have a 
number of students participating in Foundation Apprenticeships at other schools. 
 
We offer S6 students, and some S4 and S5 students, opportunities to participate in leadership 
challenges, and our engagement with the Open University's Young Applicants in Scottish Schools 
(YAAS) Scheme offers very exciting possibilities for young people (see Course Choice Booklet). 
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Leadership Opportunities 
 
We are proud of the leadership opportunities that we offer all of our students at Preston 
Lodge High School.   S6 students have the most opportunities with commitment to the Prefect 
System, Library supervision, the House System, Paired Reading, peer support and junior classes 
offering direct opportunities for the development of leadership skills.  Many other formal and 
informal opportunities are also available to our S6 students. 
 
S5 students also have a wide opportunity to develop their leadership skills, but their commitment 
is sometimes necessarily limited by the significant workload of examination courses.  
Nevertheless, many S5 students take on Prefect responsibilities and other leadership 
opportunities across our curriculum.  For example, all S5 students are able to obtain an accredited 
SQA unit in Leadership at the start of the year. 
 

We are also increasing leadership opportunities for S4 students.  As the youngest participants in 
our Senior Phase they must also be able to develop their thinking and skills around leadership.  
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Support for Learning 
 
Support for Learning provision will still be available for students who have previously received 
assistance (or who now feel they require it) with examinations or particular learning needs.  
Students or families should contact Ms Lusk to discuss any issues. 
 
The Learning Zone can provide some experience for senior students who are considering careers 
working with young people.  Interested seniors will be given the opportunity to assist junior 
students with their learning.  Ms Lusk will organise peer support programmes for senior students. 
 
 
The Careers Adviser 
 
Choosing courses can often be difficult. Whether considering staying on at school, going to college, 
university or entering employment or training, our Careers Adviser Eoin Walsh is available to 
discuss ideas, provide guidance and offer impartial advice. 
 
Students should refer to the Skills Development Scotland site, My World of Work.  Following this, 
students can arrange to see their Careers Adviser by requesting an appointment through their 
Guidance Teacher. Eoin is based in seminar room beside Business Education classrooms.  As well as 
students requesting appointments themselves, they work closely with Guidance Teachers who 
make referrals to them and they also offer appointments to S4 and S5 pupils prior to them leaving 
school. 
 
When we are in school Eoin holds a breaktime drop-in service.  If pupils have a quick question or 
would like help in finding information, they should come along to the drop-in session.  No 
appointment needed. 

 
When not in school, Eoin can be contacted at the Skills Development Scotland Centre, Adam 
Ferguson House, Station Road, Musselburgh, EH21 7PQ. The opening hours are Monday – Thursday 
9am – 5pm and Friday 10am – 5pm. Telephone – 0131 665 3120. Email: eoin.walsh@sds.co.uk  
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Curriculum Framework 2021-22 
 
Our new S4-6 curriculum framework is detailed on the next page.  Our curriculum is made up of 32 
periods of 50-minutes each. 
 

S4 

Students personalise their learning by selecting seven subjects at National 4 or National 5 level (4 
periods per week). 

All students continue to learn in core subjects (PE, RE and SE).  

 

S5  

Students may study up to 5 subjects at Higher level (6 periods per week). 

Students may also select National 4 or 5 qualifications (4 periods per week). 

All students also participate in core SE and an S5 meeting. 

 

S6 

Students may study Higher or post-Higher qualifications (up to 6 periods per week). 

Students may also select National 4/5 courses (4 periods per week). 

S6 students also participate in core SE and an S6 meeting. 

 

S4/5/6 

All students may participate in the Wider Achievement Opportunities programme (WAO), which 
provides a broad set of learning opportunities through college courses, foundation apprenticeships 
and vocational learning. 

Participation in one of these programmes counts as one curricular choice for such students, 
replacing one of their subject choices. 
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Our Senior Phase Curriculum Framework 
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Minimum Coursing Expectations 

For each year group of the senior phase we have minimum coursing expectations. Put simply, this 
means the number of curricular choices that students need to make.  There are up to seven choices 
available to each Senior Phase student, and each choice must represent meaningful activity. 
 
Meaningful activity for most students will mean SQA courses. However, a range of alternative 
choices can create a more worthwhile curriculum for a number of our young people. Non-SQA 
courses, peer support, voluntary work, college courses, health and wellbeing activities and library 
work, to name but a few, might much better provide good outcomes for some young people. 
 

 In S4 we expect students to make seven curricular choices. 
 

 In S5 we expect students to make between five and seven curricular choices, depending on 
their level of study. 

 

 In S6 we expect students to make four or five curricular choices, depending on their level of 
study.  Students participating in two or more Advanced Highers need only make three 
curricular choices. 
 

We also expect S6 students to make one or more period of commitment to the school and 
its wider community, and we will finalise a timetable with S6 students which permits them 
to a maximum of five periods per week in the S6 Common Room. Any additional time 
available will be used for study.   
 

Any exceptions to this pattern of minimum coursing expectations can only be sanctioned by the 
DHT who is Head of House for a student. Such exceptions will be based on a clear plan which 
creates a more worthwhile curriculum for the young person, and better prepares them for next 
steps. High-quality learning and breadth of experience will be the key priorities in allowing such 
exceptions. 
 
Do please get in touch with your child’s Guidance Teacher or Head of House if you would like to 
discuss minimum coursing expectations further. 
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Timeline for course choice 

S3 Students 

Week beginning 
1 February 

 PSE lessons to begin to focus on My World of Work – Pathway 
Planning: 3-4 lessons identifying strengths, skills and abilities, likes 
and dislikes and future hopes. 

 Information on availability of Careers Appointments for all S3 
students shared with students and families.  

 

Week beginning  
22 February 

 Parents’ Options Event Tuesday 23 February 

 Student Options Event – Details and date to be confirmed 

 Subject inputs - Details to be confirmed  

 Distribution of course choice booklet via school website. 
 

Week beginning 
1 March 

 Friday 5 March Subject Recommendations sent to parents 
 

Week beginning 8 March  Course Choice Family Meetings with Guidance teachers on an 
appointment system begin 

 

Week beginning 15 March  Course Choice Family Meetings with Guidance teachers continue 
 

Week beginning 22 March  Course Choice Family Meetings with Guidance teachers continue 
 

26 March  Deadline for course choice form submission  
 

 
S4/5 Students 

Week beginning 22 Feb  Distribution of course choice booklet via school website. 
 

Week beginning 1 March  Parent Options Event – Date to be confirmed 

 Student Options Assembly - Date and details to be confirmed 
 

Week beginning 8 March  Thursday 11 March S4/5 Course Choice Meetings with Guidance 
teachers on an appointment system begin  

 

Week beginning 15 March  S4/5 Course Choice Meetings with Guidance teachers continue  
 

Week beginning 22 March  Thursday 25 March S4/5 Course Choice Meetings with Guidance 
teachers finish  

 

Friday 26 March  Deadline for course choice form submission  
 

 To be confirmed: Senior Phase Parents’ Evening dates and Senior Phase tracking windows 

 To be arranged when information known: Wider Achievement Opportunities Information Evening 
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Learning Pathways in the Senior Phase and beyond 

 

What are Learning Pathways?  

A learning pathway is your journey through education and learning. You can choose courses, 
qualifications and learning experiences at any age or stage of your life. These learning choices are 
steps along your learning pathway. Learning pathways can help you to: 

 Map out the courses and qualifications that will help you to reach your objectives 

 Gain skills and knowledge 

 Improve your existing skills and knowledge  

 Take up new interests and change direction  

 Improve your prospects for employment 

 Enrich your life 

Your learning pathway may involve taking courses and qualifications either full time or part time 
while you are: 

 At school 

 At school and at college (shared placement) 

 At college 

 Undertaking an apprenticeship (with training at college and/or in the workplace) 

 At work  

 At university 

 Online (SCHOLAR, Open University, remote learning) 

 Any combination of the above 

There are additional learning opportunities in the community: local authorities, colleges and 
universities often run short courses for those who are 16+. 
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Understanding Your Learning Pathway: The Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework 

Courses, qualifications and learning opportunities are the building blocks of developing skills and knowledge. The table below sets out the Scottish 
Credit and Qualifications Framework levels. SCQF Levels 1 to 12 create a common currency between different courses and qualifications which are 
delivered in various settings (school, college, work, university, online). You can see how the different courses are valued equally within the SCQF 
levels. The SCQF operates a system of credit points eg a National 4 and a National Certificate at SCQF Level 4 are both worth 24 credit points. 
These credit points help you to progress to your next learning level, as you achieve modules and/or qualifications. 
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Choosing Learning Pathways 

Please see the table on the previous page for further information about qualifications and SCQF levels. These are sample pathways. You can 
progress through your learning pathway, gaining qualifications and credits, in several ways: full time at school, college or university or part time 
whilst at work, as part of an apprenticeship or through online or distance learning.
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Subject Learning Pathways 

In our Course Choices booklet you will see that each subject area has provided a diagram of 

Learning Pathways through the courses that they offer.  Two examples are given below 
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Information for S3 students 
 
 
What do S3 need to do now? 
 
S3 students and their families, working with the school, must plan a programme of study for next 
year and beyond, having made an initial decision about how many years they intend to commit to 
our Senior Phase. 
 
 

When will I find out about the levels my S3 child is capable of achieving in the Senior Phase? 
 
Subject teachers will recommend students for the level of study in S4 that will best challenge 
them and meet their aspirations.  Recommended levels of study are discussed in subject classes, 
in Course Choice Family Meetings and in subject parents’ evening appointments. We will 
distribute recommended levels to students and families on 5 March. If any parent/carer would 
like to discuss level recommendations they should speak with their child’s guidance teacher at 
their family meeting. 
 
 
Does it matter when particular subjects are sat over S4 – S6? 
 

Some universities and courses still insist students sit a certain number of Highers in one “sitting”.  
This picture, however, is changing all the time and guidance teachers and our careers adviser will 
keep students up-to-date through the course choice process about what is required. 

 

 
How do I work out the right learning pathway through such a broad curriculum? 
 
The general guidance on learning pathways can be found on pages 11 to 14. There are many 
possible “pathways” through our curriculum, and page 14 elaborates on some of these possibilities 
at a subject level.  
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S3 Learning Pathway 
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Information for S4 students 
 

 
Do I need to make choices at the end of S4? 

 

Students who have achieved a level at the end of S4, likely National 4 or National 5, will need to 
consider next steps for S5. 

 

 

Is school still right for you? 

 

The decision to return to S5 after reaching the statutory leaving age is one that calls for a mature 
and committed attitude to work.  Students wishing to return to school to continue voluntary study 
beyond S4 are expected to have demonstrated in previous years that they are capable of 
benefiting from the programmes that the school can offer. 

 

 
Students who must return to S5 
 
Some students, whose sixteenth birthday falls after 30 September, will be obliged to continue 
their education, regardless of their own wishes. For these students there are three main options: 
 

 They may follow an appropriate school-based programme. 

 They may apply for a full-time one-year course in a college of Further Education, starting in 
August.  Full details of the best way to go about this can be obtained from Guidance staff.  It 
should be noted that a promise to complete the course is required. 

 They may choose a period of extended work experience.  Full details of the best way to go about 
this can be obtained from Guidance staff. 

 
 

Recommended previous experience 
 
In our “Course Choices” booklet each Higher or Advanced Higher subject entry describes the 
previous experience that is likely to be necessary in order to successfully complete a particular 
course. Where a Curricular Area has suggested that more than a simple pass at a previous NQ level 
is required this will be based on SQA statistical analysis identifying likely success rates. In some 
circumstances this recommended experience may be waived to accommodate individual student 
requirements. 
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Are entry requirements different for different subjects at the same level? 
 
In general, passing a subject at one level opens up the possibility of studying a subject at the next 
level. However, there are some important subject differences, which reflect student likelihood of 
passing at a particular level. For example, in one subject a “C” pass at National 5 might make it 
appropriate to subsequently study Higher, because the chances of success are high, whereas in 
another subject a “C” pass at National 5 might leave open only a very small prospect of success at 
Higher level. This explains why entry requirements are different for some subjects within our SQA 
choices booklet. 

 

Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  
 
The Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is available to 16 year olds and also subsequent 
years (S5/6) who show reasonable promise of successfully completing a sound programme of study. 

If you are 16 years of age or over before 30 September 2021 you may be eligible for an EMA from 
the beginning of the school term (August 2021).   If you are 16 years of age between 1 October 2021 
and 28 February 2022, you may be eligible for an EMA from January 2022. 

For those eligible for full year award, if the application is not submitted by 30 September 2021, the 
award can only be made from the week it is received by the Local Authority.  For those eligible from 
January 2022 the application must be submitted by 28 February 2022.  The cut-off date for 
processing application forms for the academic year 2021/22 is 31 March 2022. No applications will 
be processed after this date. 

Award holders are expected to attend school throughout the standard school session.   For S5/6 they 
must complete at least 21 hours per week of timetabled study.  Eligibility depends on the family’s 
income.  Household income is assessed on gross taxable household income for the period April 2020 
– March 2021. 

Current income thresholds are: 

£0 - £24,421 – for households with one dependent child - £30 

£0 - £26,884 – for households with more than one dependent child - £30 

Over £26,884 – Nil Award 

The EMA is a weekly based payment paid directly to the student every fortnight.   The threshold and 
allowance figures may be subject to change. The Scottish Government reserves the right to review 
the EMA programme at any time. 

Application forms are available online www.eastlothian.gov.uk/emaforms  

More information is available from emas@eastlothian.gov.uk   

file://///pl-server1/subjects/Admin/Booklets/Where%20Now/Senior%20Phase%20Choices%2020-21/www.eastlothian.gov.uk/emaforms
file://///pl-server1/subjects/Admin/Booklets/Where%20Now/Senior%20Phase%20Choices%2020-21/emas@eastlothian.gov.uk%20
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How do I work out the right learning pathway through such a broad curriculum? 
 
The general guidance on learning pathways can be found on pages 11 to 14. There are many 
possible “pathways” through our curriculum and the diagram on the next page outlines the 
choices that must be made by S4 students moving into S5 
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S4 Learning Pathway 
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Information for S5 students 

Is school right for you? 

 

The decision to return S6 calls for a mature and committed attitude to the school community.  
Students wishing to return to S6 are expected to have demonstrated in previous years that they 
are capable of benefiting from the programmes that the school can offer. 

 

Personal choice and negotiation are now increasingly important in determining individual 
programmes of study in the S6. The school will ensure, through curricular guidance, that breadth, 
balance and progression are sustained, and that the workload undertaken is appropriate to the 
ability and aspirations of each student. 

 

 
Recommended previous experience 
 
In our “Course Choices” booklet each Higher or Advanced Higher subject entry describes the 
previous experience that is likely to be necessary in order to successfully complete a particular 
course. Where a Curricular Area has suggested that more than a simple pass at a previous NQ level 
is required this will be based on SQA statistical analysis identifying likely success rates. In some 
circumstances additional recommended experience may be waived to accommodate individual 
student requirements. 
 
 

Are entry requirements different for different subjects at the same level? 
 

In general, passing a subject at one level opens up the possibility of studying a subject at the next 
level. However, there are some important subject differences, which reflect student likelihood of 
passing at a particular level. For example, in one subject a ”C” pass at National 5 might make it 
appropriate to subsequently study Higher, because the chances of success are high, whereas in 
another subject a “C” pass at National 5 might leave open only a very small prospect of success at 
Higher level. This explains why entry requirements are different for some subjects within our 
Course Choices booklet. 
 
 
Is Advanced Higher available in every subject? 
 
Potentially. In each Curricular Area students choose “Post-Higher Provision” if they wish, which 
encompasses a range of potential next steps in learning for students who have achieved a Higher in 
that subject. Depending on uptake and interest some Advanced Highers will run. However, Open 
University courses through the YASS scheme (see Course Choices booklet), online courses and a 
variety of Wider Achievement Opportunities (see Course Choices booklet) may offer students more 
appropriate next steps in their focus subjects. We're very proud that Preston Lodge currently has 
one of the highest number of students, for example, completing Open University courses in 
Scotland, and all students participating in them have found them challenging, but enormously 
enjoyable and rewarding. 
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Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA)  
 
The Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is available to 16 year olds and also subsequent 
years (S5/6) who show reasonable promise of successfully completing a sound programme of study. 

If you are 16 years of age or over before 30 September 2021 you may be eligible for an EMA from 
the beginning of the school term (August 2021).   If you are 16 years of age between 1 October 2021 
and 28 February 2022, you may be eligible for an EMA from January 2022. 

For those eligible for full year award, if the application is not submitted by 30 September 2021, the 
award can only be made from the week it is received by the Local Authority.  For those eligible from 
January 2022 the application must be submitted by 28 February 2022.  The cut-off date for 
processing application forms for the academic year 2021/22 is 31 March 2022. No applications will 
be processed after this date. 

Award holders are expected to attend school throughout the standard school session.   For S5/6 they 
must complete at least 21 hours per week of timetabled study.  Eligibility depends on the family’s 
income.  Household income is assessed on gross taxable household income for the period April 2020 
– March 2021. 

Current income thresholds are: 

£0 - £24,421 – for households with one dependent child - £30 

£0 - £26,884 – for households with more than one dependent child - £30 

Over £26,884 – Nil Award 

The EMA is a weekly based payment paid directly to the student every fortnight.   The threshold and 
allowance figures may be subject to change. The Scottish Government reserves the right to review 
the EMA programme at any time. 

Application forms are available online www.eastlothian.gov.uk/emaforms  

More information is available from emas@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 
 
How do I work out the right pathway through such a broad curriculum? 

 
General guidance on learning pathways can be found on pages 11 to 14. There are many possible 
“pathways” through our curriculum and the diagram on the next page outlines the choices that 
must be made by S5 students moving into S6. 

 

  

file://///pl-server1/subjects/Admin/Booklets/Where%20Now/Senior%20Phase%20Choices%2020-21/www.eastlothian.gov.uk/emaforms
file://///pl-server1/subjects/Admin/Booklets/Where%20Now/Senior%20Phase%20Choices%2020-21/emas@eastlothian.gov.uk%20
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S5 Learning Pathway 
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Making your choices 

 

How do I fill in the course choice form?  It looks quite complicated! 

 
Our course choice form is unique. Unlike the “column” structure forms parents and carers will have 
experienced in their own schooling our students have a free choice of subjects to ensure maximum 
satisfaction. Long gone are the days when two desired subjects appeared in one column and no 
desired subject was available in another. 
 
We will carefully go through the process of filling in the course choice form at S4/5 and S3 course 
choice Options Events, and work with young people in PSE classes to ensure they understand the 
possibilities. 
 
The big difference with our course choice form is that good conversation is required to try and 
work out what the future holds beyond next year. Students and their families are required to 
physically map out intended progress through the Senior Phase. A section of the Course Choice 
form can be found on the following pages.   
 
 

What if I make the wrong choices? 

 
We work very hard with students and families to plan out a tailored Senior Phase programme that 
best meet the needs of an individual student. However, from time to time, students will need to 
change their courses. 
 
If students wish to make course choice changes between Easter and summer, after the initial hand-
in date, they can. However, some courses may be full by that point. 
 
Students sometimes change courses because of examination results.  Occasionally, students can 
change courses for reasons other than examination results after the summer holiday, as our 
timetable changes in August. After August, however, there is a very narrow window for making 
changes in choices because once courses are underway there will quickly be too much work for 
students to catch up on.   
 

 

Availability of Courses 
 
Please note that final provision of all classes is dependent on availability of staffing, 
accommodation and the interest of sufficient numbers of students. 
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Our Senior Phase Choice Form  

This year, due to covid restrictions, our final course choice form will be distributed to students and 

families online, week beginning 1 March, and will be returned online by 26 March at the latest. Our 

Course Choice form requires students to plan out their pathway in each subject, ensuring that good, 

well understood choices can be made. 
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Further Information  
 

 Contact your school: Guidance staff and your careers advisor can give you advice. 

 Talk to your family, friends and neighbours: They may be able to help you find people to 

talk to who work in fields that interest you. 

 Visit www.MyWorldofWork.co.uk: this Skills Development Scotland website has several 

useful online told. There is information on CV building, funding for training, 

apprenticeships, interview techniques, job listings, apprenticeship details and much more. 

My World of Work also has a section for parents: 

www.myworldofwork.co.uk/section/parents-and-carers 

 Online tools to help with choices: www.planitplus.net/careerzone 

 The Scottish Qualifications Authority: The SQA MySector website area 

www.sqa.org.uk/mysector sets out learning pathways through different work sectors. 

 The Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF): the SCQF is Scotland’s national 

qualifications framework; an interactive version is available on www.scqf.org.uk along 

with clear explanations of SCQF levels and credit points. There is also a useful search 

engine for accredited courses. 

 Educational Scotland: Parentzone www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone now 

includes a section on ‘Beyond School Years’. Visit 

www.educationscotland.gov.uk/worldofworkonline for useful fact sheets on jobs and 

work sectors plus information on working for yourself. 

 Scotland’s colleges: Find links to Scotland’s 25 publicly-funded college websites at 

http://tinyurl.com/qb3drdt 

 Employability Skills: there are many training providers across Scotland who can help 

develop your skills for work through experience and training, including voluntary 

organisations and charities. Visit http://tinyurl.com/l9xteh 

 Apprenticeships: www.myworldofwork.co.uk/modernapprenticeships, 

www.mappit.org.uk and www.apprenticeshipsinscotland.com 

 Working for yourself: Business Gateway www.bgateway.com and The Prince’s Trust 

www.princes-trust.org.uk provide practical advice and help with setting up your own 

business. 

 UCAS: Search for courses on the university website www.ucas.com 

 Funding: www.myworldofwork.co.uk/section/funding 

 The Open University: The OU www.open.ac.uk runs many flexible short courses, as well 

as module-based, certificated, diploma and degree courses, including a range of modules 

suitable for S6 learners (Young Applicants in Schools Scheme or YASS 

www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools). 

 Work experience information: www.workit.info 

 

 

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
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http://www.scqf.org.uk/
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http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/worldofworkonline
http://tinyurl.com/qb3drdt
http://tinyurl.com/l9xteh
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/modernapprenticeships
http://www.mappit.org.uk/
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